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I EXHIBIT here che «iu aaa of 
a man that had been addicted to graſs enpr- 
mities, but of one af a fair character 
men, and of ſome eminence for the 

moral virtues, and likewiſe a diligent attendant 
on religious folemnities; but, through the ſignal 
mercy of God, awakened, towards the decline 
of his life, to a clearer ſight of himſelf, to a 
ſenſe of the weakneſs and imperfection of hie 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and inattention to the pe- 
culiar glories of Chriſtianity z to a Juſt con- 
tempt of himſelf, and abhorrence os his ſins, 
even ſuch fins, as, according to the depraved 
taſte of the age wherein he lived, paſſed under 
the denomination of little ones, or hy the ſofter 


name of infirmities; and, what is more, even 


of the \imperfeAtions and * fins of his holy 
things, and the buffetings of the powers of 
darkneſs in ſome of his brighteſt moments. 

As experience and obſervation are the ſureſt 
guides to uſeful knowledge in the kingdom of 


nature; I have alſo thought that ſomething of 


the ſame kind, transferred to that of grace, 


might not be leſs ſerviceable but rather more 


ſo, as it is undoubtedly a ſubject of far greater 
importance. It is true, many eminent men, 
a 2 whe 
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who have been zealous for the 8 of 
truſft upbn earth, have left journals of their 
labours « behind them; but this is a journal of 
4 one in a more prlyate ſtation, zud upon a dif- 
ferent plan, even to enter minutely into the 
corruptions of the human heart, and leave a 
record of the gracious and tender dealings of a 
. -ſuffering God in cleanſing therefrom. 
hen the celebrated Sancta Tereſa was about 
to publiſh her life, ſhe was ſtrongly deſirous of 
— ihing ber own great fins; but the ghoſtly 
fathers would not ſuffer this to be done, other- 
wiſe than in a ſummary way in her preface: 
| herein deviating from the example of the holy 
records, in tranſmitting to poſterity the ſins, 
even of divers of the patriarchs and apoſtles. 
_ Fhave therefore preferred this pattern, to that 
of ſuch ghoſtly: fathers, in drawing up the fol- 
lowing Diary. 
| The render is requeſted not to paſs a haſty 
tenfure, onithe peruſal of this hiſtory for a few 
years, on the occaſion of his obſerving the 
power and prevalence of ſin, as maintaining its 
ſtrong hold for a ſeries of years; but rather to 
read on, and he ſhall find grace gaining ground; 
and be aſſured, that ſanctification is not the 
work of a day, nor a week, nor a year; and 
that the Chriſtian warfare ceaſeth not ot with 
our: lives. . . 


Dan, the 11th of be 4 
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Ir thou art a ferious Chril tian, and one that oe 
religion in the heart, and the ſoul's meetneſs for 
glory, more than in ſpeculative, or mere doctrinal 
- knowledge ; if thou art in the claſs of thoſe who are 
for that worilyp of the Father, which is in ſpirit and 
in truth; and as ſuch not content with any thing ſhort 
of the power of godlineſs, as experienced in the in- 
ner man, warring againſt the body of fin and death | 
within thee: if ſuch a one thou art, the following | 
work will recommend irſelf to thy good acceptance, 
as a pattern worthy of thy imitation, in a perſon, of 
no mean degree, but of good proficiency in human 
learning, and eminent in his profeſſion as a phyſician; 
but of ſtill higher note, an more praiſe-worthy, as 
a painful and ſucceſsful combatant in the Chriſtian 


e. | 
But if, on the other hand, thou art a mere formal 
profeſſor of religion, and in thy heart a citizen of 
this world; reading only for curioſity, or amuſement, 
without any reliſh for things pertaining to ſalvation; 
and more eſpecially, if thou art of a criticiſing, mock- 
ing ſpirit with regard to things of inward experience: 
| _- a in 
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in this caſe proceed not to the reading of the follow- 
ing work; for, in ſuch a diſpoſition, it will only ſerve 
to thee for matter of deriſion. The fame things often 
repeated, according to their occaſions, as mult necel- 
farily happen in a work of this kind, will appear 


irkſome to thy delicacy, and fondneſs for noveky, and 


both the language and matter of it will be thought 


not only inſipid, but diſguſtful. 


As the following Diary is the proper characteriſtick 
of its author, ſo does it hold forth to us a fpecimen 
of the trials and conflicts, the diſcipline and per- 
ſeverance that we are called to in our paſſage through 
this ſtate of probation, in one way or another. For 
though all are not appointed to the ſame particular 
exerciſes and trials, yet every one has a warfare to 
accompliſh, and therefore comes within the apoſtle's 
exhortation, to * endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier 
of Jeſus Chriſt? and it is to be well noted, that 
our greateſt focs are thoſe within ourſelves, even our 
own natural evil propenſities and inbred corruptions. 
And as to ſearch out and know theſe is the firſt part 
of 6ur buſineſs, fo to watch and fight againſt them, 
in a dependence on that grace which alone is ſuffi- 
- <lent for our victory, makes the moſt conſiderable 
pare of the Chriſtian life to the very end of it. We 

ave here before us a ſtriking example of this ſtriving 
for the maſtery, in a good wreſtler with fleſh ah 
blood for more than the laſt twenty years of his life, 
looking unto Jefus, the author and finiſher of his 
Faith, under whoſe banner he fought: and bein 
Faithful unto death, we doubr not his having el | 
2 crown of life. | NV 
It will appear from the following memoirs, that the 
author poſſeſſed uncommon tenderneſs of conſcience 
extending not only to every plain deviation from the 
ſtri& rule of duty, but even matters of mere human 
infirmity, and ſuch as would eſcape, not only cenſure, 
but almoſt notice in many perſons of approved cha- 
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water. Thus, a little preſent fit of peeviſkneſs on his 
being ſent for out improperly or N toy 
haſty a rebuke, or even an angry look at a ſervant 
for ſome ſmaller or leſſer fault (a failing common to 
perſons of vivacity and quick tempers), would appear 
to him on a retroſpect view of the day, as matter of 
ſelf-condemnation, and as ſuch he would enter it in 
his journal: ſo likewiſe, not to riſe. earlier on days 
of publick worſhip; to be belated. at meeting, or tb 
be hindered after it, by any accidental engagements, 
or levity in conyerſation, from meditating. on what 
had impreſſed his mind - with; ſeriouſneſs. during his 
being there (which he aptly-terms chewing the cud J 
theſe things, which may frequently 94 to the 
moſt guarded, he would judge himſelf for with a 
ſcrupulous rigout : but molt e 8 if at any con- 
vivial entertainment, even in moſt decent com- 


pany, he ſhould be tempted to depart in the leaſt 


meaſure from his accuſtomed moderation in eating or 
drinking: not that on ſuch occaſions, even where he 
complains moſt of his ſelf-indulgence, there was 

thing viſibly reprehenſible in it; but it was enon 


for bim to take blame to himſelf, where he thought 


that he had paſſed the line of rectitude, though even 
but a hair's breadth ; and accordingly he often gives 
no better name to his making a full meal at a feaſt, 

than eating /ewiniſhly 1 and terms the taking 
2 a glaſs. of wine beyo is uſual ſtint, tranſgreſſing 


the holy bounds but his judgment in theſe things was. 
governed by the delicacy of his conſcienee,)which | 


is the rule for every one to go by, and as ſuch not 
haſtily to be cenſured by another: however, I chink 
it may be truly ſaid of him, that under the prevailing 
power of humiliation and diſcipline, he — 

exceeded in ſeverity of ſentence on himſelf. 
Moderation in meat and drink, ſhort of abſolute 


intemperance, is no fixed point, but relative to the . 
| a 4 con- 


ent 
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conſtitution and habit of perſons reſpe&ively ; and as 
the Doctor was particularly artentive always to pre- 
ſerve that compoſure of mind which is adapted 
to religious uſefulneſs, the ſmalleſt irregulariry or 
, - Elevation appeared to him in the form of a vice. 
HFleuce proceed the frequent charges he brings againſt 
himſelf in the courſe of his Diary, as to this particular; 
and alſo that obſervation of his, that 2here 7s ally 
u linz in the tail of a feaſt ; and as he certainly is not 
ſingular in chis remark, ſo it may ſerve, and is here 
recommended, as a good memento to 3 of leſs 
guarded appetites. Foraſmuch as what frequently 
== in general comporatibns, even among the ſo- 
| %erer ſort, will not always bear the teſt of a ſerious 
examination the next morning; what then ſhall be 
"Faid as to perſons of a voluptuous turn, who lay them- 


ſelves under no reſtraint at ſuch times? What but 


that they lay a bait for temptation, and turn frail 
into beef fn, 1 1600 4 
- Moroſeneſs, or doggedneſs of temper, is another 
falling with which he frequently charges himſelf 
throughout his Diary, even to ſelf-hatred and indig- 
nation on this account; and it is very probable that 
"there was ſomething of an hereditary choler in his 
natural temperament, which might do the office of a 
ſharp thorn in the fleſh. Sure it is from his confeſſion, 
that ir ſerved to him for an exerciſe of much humili- 
ation and jealouſy over himſelf; in which he fo far 
ſucceeded, at leaſt as to ſuppreſſing the eruptions of 
 this4infiemity in company with lis equals, that it ap- 
- peared not to thoſe. he uſually converſed with: and, 
. - notwithſtanding his many ſharp animadverfions on 
” himſelf, both with reſpe& to this and the laſt fore- 
- going article, I am warranted to affare the reader, 

from the teſtimony of many of his ſurviving friends 
no living in Dublin, that they never ſaw any cauſe 
to ſuſpet him either of intemperance or moroſe- 
0 5. "neſs. 
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neſs.* But it was a ſmall thing with him to he juſti-· 

fied in man's judgment; for he ſaw evil in its root, 
and inward workings in the ground of his nature, 


U ' 
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Since 1 began this introduction, the following teſtimony. to 
the character of our author, ſigned by a great * — of his 
acquaintance of reſpectable character, dow living in Dublin, 
came to hand; and as it carries with it fo full a juſtificatios 
of his outward life and behaviour, as may ſufficiently leur has 
moral character from any miſapprehenſions concerning it, that 
may ariſe in ou uf — reader (from the free cenſures that 
he paſſes on himſelf in owing Diary), it is thought „ 
with the conſent of his friends, to it in this place. 22 


% We have been many years acquainted with the late Doctor 
John Rutty, and being informed that it Would be acceptable to 
ome of his friends, to have the general character he bore amongſt e 
us 2 a 8 e. iu Lamas of a treatiſe 
wrote by him, entitled, A Spiritual Diary, in compliance 
_ therewith) ſend it, being briefly as follows: 5 


« He was eſleemed a {k{lful and ſucceſsful phyſician, and was 
well beloved in this city, being an exemplary and uſeful member 
both of civil and religious ſociety. His temper appeared pleaſing, 
and well guarded ; mild in reaſoning with perſons from whom he 
differed in judgment, even on important and intereſting ſubj 
He was accounted temperate in eating and drinking. He ge- 
nerally uſed to riſe early in the morning to his ſtudies, He wrote 
and publiſhed ſundry tracta, to extend medical knowledge, botany, 

and natural hiſtory, ſome of them pretty voluminous z befide 
ſeveral on religious ſubjeQs, to excite to piety and virtue. 

« He was plain in dreſs and addreſs,” He'declined oftentation, 
and adopted a lowly way of living. He was charitable to the 
poor, many of whom almoſt daily reſorted to him for his advice 
and help; others, prevented by their diſtempers, he viſited at 
their dwellings, and exerciſed a tender care toward them. 

«« He was 4 conſtant attender of our meetings, both for worſhip 
and diſcipline, when in health ; an approved elder ; a viſiter of 
friends families in a 7 e capacity, which practice he eſteemed 
a valuable part of our diſcipline, was therefore zealous to en- 
courage and promote it. On ſuch occaſions he frequently im- 

' patted ſuitable admonition and counſel. 

«« He was earneſtly concerned for the youth; often adviſing 
them, early to make a right choice, that (being guided by divine 
wiſdom) they might become ornaments of the ſociety. 


| | « The 
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where its operations were not the leſs real before God, 
becauſe not apparent to others; and therefore he 
could not reſt ed with any thing ſhort of a clean 
heart and a right ſpirit from - Lord: and thus muſt 


ſt ever be with the interior Chriſtian, who brings 
every ching to the teſt of that pure law of God, be- 


fore which nothing can ſtand that is not according to 
eruth and rightcouſneſs in the inward parts. When 
the Divine it makerh his abode in the ſoul of ba 


e 
memory to us, to many more, In a rt 
this life, with thankſgi Ing to God; we believe, in ty” tom 
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man, it maketh him to be of a quick underſtanding 
in the fear of the Lord; opens to tue view of his 
mind many hidden things of darkneſs, which before 
lay coticealed from him; and convinceth him of his 
moſt ſecret ſins: hence proceed felfjudging, ſelf- 
condemnation, and all the holy exerciſes of a penĩtent 
and eontrite heart. For ſuch is the way of 'wiſdom, 
as deſcribed by the ſon of Sirach (Eccleſ. iv. 16, 17), 
towards him that . committeth himſelf unto her; at 
the firſt, ſhe will walk with him by crooked ways, and 
bring fear and dread upon him, and torment him with 
her diſcipline, until ſhe may truſt his ſoul, and try him 
by her laws.” &c. And the apoſtle, fpeaking of 
that godly ſorrow that worketh repentance unto fal- 
vation, in reference to his Corinthian converts, puts 
them in mind of * what carefulneſs, what indigna- 
tion, what fear, what vehement defire, what zeal, 
what [ſelf ] revenge, it wrought in them.“ | 
I have quored the foregoing authorities chiefly with 
a- view to obviate an objection, which ſome will be 
ready to make to the religious character of our author, 
as being in bondage to the law, and to fear; and, as 
ſuch, a ſtranger to chat perfect law of liberty, which 
is the hichell excellence of the goſpel "diſpenſation. 
To which be it anſwered, that he was indeed under 
the law, but under the law to Chriſt ; he walked in 
; ear, but it was a holy fear of offending, a filial reve- 
rence, and not that flaviſh fear, which is the parent 
ok a conſtrained obedience : for as it was his choice " "66k 
and delight to be engaged in his Maſter's fervice, oo - ' Ml 
he counted ir his Mabel honour, to fee the work of | 
the Lord proſper in his hands, under his appointment 
to the office of an elder, in the church to which be 
belonged, giving God che glory. And here it is ap- 1 
pPoſne to remark, that it would be better for ſome Who | 
talk and boaſt much of their Chriſtian liberty, and F 
that more from doctrine and ſyſtem, than from any 1 
experience of the true liberty, if (till they were called | |. 
untg oF 
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unto it). they applied themſelves more to work out 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling; and uſed not 
their pretended, felf-afſumed liberty, for a cloak to 
licentiouſneſs. ' There is indeed a liberty promiſed in 
che goſpel, conſiſting in a perfect 2 from ſin, 
- and freedom to righteoufneſs, even in that perfect 
love which caſteth out all fear; and a bleſſed privi- 
lege it is from the Lord; not only in the perfection 
of it, but alſo in our advances towards it: but how 
few in compariſon, even among the excellent, attain 
unto it before death is fwallowed up in victory; before 
mortal ſhall put on immortality, and corruptible ſhall 
put on incorruption! To ſtand in awe, that we ſin 
not, is certainly a precept applicable to the belt of 
men; and if we cammune with our own hearts in 
that religious reverence. that is due to ſo awful an 
examination; if we conſider rightly the power and 
malice of our great adverſary, the: deceitfulneſs of 
fin, the-frailties of our mortal nature, and the man 
dangers and ſnares that beſet us on every fide ; theſe 
conſiderations will lead us to a charitable interpretation 
of much ſcrupuloſity in our brethren with reſpect to 
many ſmaller matters: if any thing can be called 
mall, that ap to them to carry with it even the 
oſt diſtant effect on their ſpiritual concerns. It is 


by ſeemingly ſmall things that the enemy firſt tempts 


and ſeduces us; and indeed they are for the moſt 
part the ſeeds of great things both in good and evil: 
and though 7 ould wg at times in the over- 
roportion of regard we beſtow upon them; yet 
— 5 the intention is for the beſt! ſuch in | 
judgment, ſpringing from a tender conſcience, in the 
fear of the Lord, will not materially hurt us; nay, 
oftentimes will be over-ruled for good to us in a way 
ond what we think of. ? 5 
he wy of Doctor Rutty in the judgment he 
paſſed on himſelf in matters of mere human infirmity, 
and ſuch as were cluefly complexional, docs not appear 
Ara * Fo 
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to have leſſened his charity towards others; for he 
had much of that Chriſtian humility which leads us to 
eſteem others better chan ourſelves 3} and, accordingly, 
where it lies in his way to mention his religious exer- 
ciſes and yiſirs' in quality of au elder, in company with 
his aſſiſtants on thoſe occaſions, whether men or wo- 
men, he ſeldom fails to give them the honour of pre- 
ference above himſelf, with reſpect to their miniſterial 
gifts and talents: lamenting his own ſhortneſs therein, 
and making it a matter of felf-abaſement. Nor does 
he ſhew himſelf to have been a man of a narrow 
ſectarian ſpirit, in reference to his reading and eccle- 
ſiaſtical opinions; but gives due commendation and 
| ee to well- deſerving authors of different denomi- 
ations, whether Roman Catholicks, or Proteſtants 
of the eſtabliſhment, or Difſenrers : as is to be ſeen 
where he takes occaſion to mention the writings of 
Thomas à Kempis, Meſſrs. du Port Royal, Biſh 
Kenn, W. Law, Dr. Dodderidge, and others; praif 
- ing God for diffaſing his light and e 
ſeveral divided churches. And, indeed, where true 
humility and Chriſtian love have in any good degree 
taken poſſeſſion of the heart; there, things national, 
and notional, and merely circumſtantial, in religion, 
divide not in the affectionate part; but Chriſtians of 
different names and claſſes have fellowſhip one with 
another in the unity of ſpirit and the bond of peace. 
In a word, if he ſeemed to be deficient in any point of 
charity, it was chiefly at home, as he found it no 
eaſy matter to bear with and forgive himſelf. . | 


It confefſedly requires prudent care to give to every 


virtue its proper place and time of exerciſe, that th 
interfere not with each other; and this will hold rt 
in a particular manner, with regard to charity and 
zeal, as being ſuited to very different occaſions : now 
+ as ourauthor was of good example in the former, ſo 


neither was he wanting in the latter, where the honour 


of God, and the ſpiritual welfare of his brethren, 
8 ſeemed 


. bgion of 
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ſeemed to require it: and not to be zealouſly affefted 
at ſuch times, is contrary to charity, being nothing 
leſs than that blameable tepidity, which ſtands re- 
proved in the church of Laodicea. It is hard for 
others to judge what good men ſuffer from the irre- 
the times; David's grief on this account is, 
28 to a ſtrong eaſtern. figure, expreſſed 
rivers of waters running down his eyes; and ind 
in proportion to our love ſor God and man, will ever 
be our concern for the intereſt of piety and virtue. 
Theſe memoirs of the author abound with inſtances 
of this kind: as, for inſtance, when chere appeared 
more than ordinary ſlackneſs in the members of his 
ſociety, in giving attendance at publick worfhip, or at 
meetings ſor church affairs; when any unqualified 
perſons intruded themſelves into the miniſterial office; 
when. diſcipline, or che inſtruction of the youth, was 
neglected; and more particularly, when any cauſe of 
publick ſcandal was given by immorality and licen. 
tiouineſs of life in any of the ſociety: theſe things lay 
heavy upon his ſpirit, and were the ſubjects of much 
mauruful lamentation in ſecret ; and this burden way 
{till heavier to him on account of his office as elder, 
through the extreme tenderneſs of his conſcience; as 
he was ever fearful of offending by too great ſharp. 
neſs of reproof on the one hand; and of falling ſhort 
of his duty by an over-remiſlneſs on the other. 
It may not be improper to remark in this place, 
that if any of the ſociety with which be profeſſed, 
ſhould be offended at the publication of this Diary z 
in Which be ſo freely cenſures, on many occafions, 
the backſlidings of the Quakers, their general depar. 
ture from the ſtrictneſs of their forefathers, and the 
at falling off from their firſt love into à worldly 
| dit, with other charges and reproofs adapted to 
the ſtate of the times; wiſhing that theſe things had 
been concealed as-much as might be from the know- 
ledge of the publick, as ſtrik ing at the credit of their 
155 pProfeſſion, 


* 
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1 * cauſe of trĩumph to their adver- 
e 3 — 


are to be conſtrued a different _ 


way; for in the cauſe — we are to ſeek the 
honour that oometh of God only, and not ſacrifice any 
part of truth to a falſe eredit with the world; eſpe- 
cially at æ time when che general apoſtacy from the 


1 Chriſtian faith and practice throughout 


om, has ſtained every church within her 
borders with 229 at a time, when to cover our 
fins might ſerve only to fill up the meaſure of them, 
and by concealing from us our danger, reconcile us 
the more to that falſe peace and ſecurity which lead 
to certain deſtruction; and therefore, at a time when 
every faithful witneſs ſor God againſt all un 
and unrighteouſneſs of men ſhould be received by us 
with reverence, love, and thankfalneſs ; as inſtruments 
appointed by him for the converſion of their brethren. 
As 1 am unaquainted hitherto with the author's 


phil hical medical writings, I muſt leave them oo 


| your themſelves ; obſerving only 3 —＋— 


his diligent application to 
up, and from his confeſſed — 28 a ph Ae we 
may reaſonably form good expectations of their uſe- 


fulneſs; and more 1 concerning his Materia 


Medica lately publiſhed 3 a work begun in the early 


part of hie life, and carried on under all the advan- 


-_ 


tages of his reading, experience, and reviſals, during 


the courſe of more than forty years. He certainly 


had a ſtrong natural propenſity to ſeek after know- 
ledge, and took much pains to diſtinguiſh himſelf both 
ſcholar and uſeful phyſician, "ad few will ſee 


_ cauſe to charge him with blame on this account: but 


when it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in him, and to 
touch his heart with a ſenſe of the far ſuperior excel- 
lency of divine truth in the life of godlineſs; he 
counted all other knowledge comparatively, but as 
loſs and dung, that he might win Chriſt, and that ke 
might * * favingly, and the —— of his re- 
ſurrection. 


* 0 


* 
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furrection. And here it is to be obſerved concerning 
him, that his faith ſtood both in the outward and the 
inward; in the hiſtory and the * of godlincſs; 
and, as ſuch, comprehending the es, miniſtry, 
rfe& righteouſneſs, example, and ſufferings of that 

. ame; Jeſus, ho died at Jeruſalem for the fins of the 
whole world; and alſo Chriſt in us, the hope of glory, 
fulfilling all in us that was typified by what he did and 
ſuffered outwardly for us, through the regenerating 
ower and bleſſed operations of his Holy Spirit; and 

ſo being made unto us of God, wiſdom and righteouſ- 
nefs, and ſanctiſication, and redemption. From this 


Piſgah- ght of the hoiy land, how little did appear 


to him all the travels, labours, and aequiſitions in ſci- 
ence, of his foregoing cars! How frequently docs 
he lament his over-· attention to them, where it ſeemed 
to him to have incroached on the one thing moſt 
needful! And, in a word, how vain. and deceitful, 
compared to the wiſdom which is fram above, did 

appear to him the concluſions of that philoſophy, 
which ſo many in all ages have ſer up for the ſtandard 
of their faith in things pertaining ta godlineſs and 


falvation! And hence he takes occaſion to condemn 


that falſe maxim of heatheniſh philoſophy, too much 
even now prevailing, that Virtur it its own reward; 
an error, as he tells us, that he had imbibed in his 
early days, and which (when he was brought to the 
knowledge of the true doctrine of the yoke and croſs 
of Chriſt). he abſolutely renouneed, not only as 
contrary to experience, but as the mere rant of Stoical 
pride, grounded on a vain ſuppoſal of man's ſelſ· ſufſi. 
ciency for happineſs, and acceptance with God, and 
ſo making the croſs of Chriſt of none effet, 
The: croſs of Chriſt has a two-fold meaning in 
' ſcripture : firſt, as it holds forth to us the doctrine 
of the croſs, or of Chrift crucified for us; and in 
this ſenſe, the diſgrace of the croſs, or of a ſuffe 
Saviour, has ever appeared fooliſhneſs to fleſhly 


_ — 


* 


dom, 
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dom, to the ſelf-conceited philoſopher, and the dif- 
uters of this world; and ſecondly, it ſignifies the 
= virtue and of Chriſt ſubduing his enemies 
us, ing the world unto us, and us unto 
the world, mortifying our corrupt affections and carnal 
reaſonings, and bringing all the reluctances of our 
nature under obedience to his government. The 
croſs of Chriſt, in this latter ſenſe, is to be underſtood 
as a crucifying, ſpiritual ordinance, eſtabliſhed in the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, in order to perfect through 
ſufferings all them that are ſanctified; and is well 
— of thoſe that are experienced in the 
Chriſtian warfare: but neither is this without its 
offence to many; ae eee 
feſſors, nothing leſs a ſtumbling-block to the 
| ſenſual and worldly-minded, of ' whom the apoſtle 
ſpeaking, calls them the enemies of the croſs of 
Chriſt, whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God is their 
belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, who mind eart 
things.“ We cannot be ignorant, that among th 
nat a few are to be found, who are ready enough to 
receive an hiſtorical, dodtrinal knowledge of Chriſt, 
and him crucified ; nay, eagerly embrace the belief of 
being ſaved by his imputed (without his imparted) 
righteouſneſs ; and by the del of a luſty, ſelf-appro- 
priating confidence, are abundantly forward to apply 
to their own perſons all the benefits of his merits, 
without being made partakers of his holineſs: but to 
all ſuch as are found in the faith be, it ſaid, that, as 
we have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to truſt in ourſelves, 
or any fancied righteouſneſs of our own ; fo do we 
only look for acceptance in the Beloved, through that 
grace which bringeth ſalvation by our deing renewed 
thereby in the ſpirit of our mind; and by putting on 
the new man, which, after God, is created in righteouſ- 
neſs and true holineſs: ever bearing i in mind that de- 
claration of the apoſtle (as well to check all preſump- 


tion on the one hand, as to encourage our hopes — 
| b n 
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beſt endeavours on the other); If ye live after the 
fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye, through the ſpirit, 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live.” I have 
exceeded the limits deſigned for this introduction, and 
ſo mult haſten the concluſion of it. 


Dear Reader, as thou haſt here before thee a good 
pattern of Chriſtian humility, faith, and perſeverance, 
in one who uſed all diligence to work out his ſalvation, 
ſo let it be ſaid to thee, © Go, and do likewiſe,” 
and in order to thy good ſucceſs herein, be it thy 
conſtant practice, as it was his, to commune with thy 
own heart; for as religion is to begin, ſo muſt it be 
carried on and perfected there, otherwiſe it is no 
better than a bodily exerciſe, that profiteth little. 
Hence it is that ſo many go on in a round of cuſto 
forms of godlineſs the greateſt part of their days with- 
out any growth in it, or the leaſt change of heart and 
life for the better. All indeed are not qualified to 
keep a regular journal, nor have leiſure for it, but 
every one may and ought to practiſe ſelf- examination. 
An hour, or at the firſt even but a quarter of an hour, 
every day, put to this nſe, wonld be attended with 
my beneficial effects, by ſhewing us what we are, 
and what we ought to be; what we have left un- 
done, and what we bave miſdone; nay, would diſcover 
to us iniquities even in our holy things, to bear 
down the pride of fancied merit even in our beſt 
ſervices. It would point out to us the ſeveral occa- 
fions and temptations in which our greateſt danger 
of falling lies, and ſo lead us to the moſt likely means 
whereby to eſcape; it would ſerve to remind us of 
God's mercies to us both in grace and providence, 
and teach us thankfulneſs for the fame ; would make 
fin uneaſy to us, and beget a holy fear of offending : 
in a word, it would promote habitual ſeriouſneſs of 
mind, ſhew us the littleneſs of all things temporal 

compared to thoſe that are ſpiritual and eternal, and 
| 1 


keep 
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keep in exerciſe that tenderneſs of conſcience, which, 
to all thoſe that have it, is an angel of God, in the 
way, for their defence againſt the aſſaults of the 
world, the fleſh, and the Devil. This was the good 


uſe that the author made of recording his experiences. 


Go, then, reader, and call thy ways to remembrance 
in like manner, that thou mayeſt know how things 
ſtand between God and thy ſoul; and © make no 
tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not off from 
day» to day,” (Ecclus. v. 7.) for time is ſhort, and 
eternity is at the door. I heartily bid thee, God 
| ſpeed, in thy journey to the heayenly country, and 
exhort thee to be mindful, by the way, of the follo- 
wing precepts : + Take heed and beware of cove- 
touſneſs; be not conformed to this world; ſet your 
afleQions on things above; and make much of them 
that fear the Lord.“ 


= 
— 
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N. B. It may not be improper to remark, that the 
author of the following work directed in his laſt will, 

chat it ſhould be publiſhed from the manuſcript copy 
in its orignal form; therefore if any ſentiments or 
- expreſſions (eſpecially at the firſt view) ſhould not be 
pleaſing to ſome readers, it is hoped they will not 
charge them on the religious ſociety to which he 
belonged 3 and at the ſame time, that they will exer- 
cife ſuch candour towards the author himſelf, as his 
worthy character, and the excellency of theſe labours, 
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„ 
$OLILOQUIES.. 


Opened the 13th Day of the gth Month, 1753, 


HE week paſt has been conducted with moderation, 
and the mind unbent from inordinate application by 
_ diverſion, on principle, chiefly by riding. - 
My friend f. outſtrips me in —— fortitude. 1 
18, Kept ſteady againſt 1 ut the _ 4 Uracipen 
Two ſudden tranſports: of paſſion ; 
20. Feaſted with moderation. | | 
23 A good time at meeting: ruth as triumphane in. 
the miniſtry. 
26. Mechanically moroſe. | 
The practice of medicine abſorbed all other duties, | 
29. Light, truth, and fwectncls, aroſe and prevailed over 
anger: 
30. An eccleſiaſtical. conference. . 


True Menn, 17 53. 
1 7 


2. Soliloquy. O the numerous ancebeny of real trouble | 94 
to many others, from which I am maſtly frec! My inſolence, 4 
then, on trivial provocations, very criminal ; and although | fl 


Res yet ſurely not mens by * infirmity. = 
7. Two 
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7. Two precious illuminations. Firſt, of the neceſſity 
of preparation for death brought cloſer to my view. Sec 
of the neceflity of maintaining an equal degree of ſpiritual 
indignation againſt other ſuperfluities, as well as thoſe that 
ftrike common ſenſe and obſervation. 


„ 


8. Perverſe without cauſe. O my inſolence! Who ſhall 


- deliver me. | 4 

11, 1a, and 13. Church buſineſs. | 

14. A leiſure day, and a ſweet one of humiliation, under 
a ſenſe of divine bounty in my happy ſituation, where plenty 
of the dew of heaven and fatneſs of the earth, ſweet 
ſolitude favouring, peculiar religious profeflion, character as 
a religious author, exemption from the common cares of 
family, clouds of witneſſes concurring, temporal profeſſion 
recommending ſobriety and meekneſs, health of body and 
mind ; upon the whole, here is every motive, even of ho- 
nour and intereſt, as well as conſcience : and yet, undoubt- 
edly, many a one would have improved ſuch bleſſed oppor- 
tunities and incentives to holineſs far more, and have made 
far greater advances, than I haye done. 

15. A filent meeting: a frequent caſe of late. God is 
withdrawing the clouds. 

16. A ſweet time at meeting. 

17 and 18. Moroſe on trifles. 

22. A ſpiritual viſit performed. 


mental 


to them that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
Ws 


ELEvenTH MonTH, 1753. 


4. Sol. What is the ſhadow to the ſubſtance ? Such is 


writing compared to living; a humbling conſideration ! 


Lord give the life. 

6. At meeting, truth triumphant in a miniſter on a ſignal 
affliction, in a recital and application of thoſe ſublime ex- 
preſſions, e Although the fig- tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 
ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall fail, 


and the fields fall yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off 


c Cee. 8; 1% 18. Dells 


23. Indulgence in bed an hour too long. | | 
An — at meeting, both n=. "HA and inftru- 


r. | | | 
28. = Wi of ſpirit, in a ſenſe of my own vileneſs in 
God's preſence ; yet humbly. hoped for the bleſſing annexed 


? — to nothing. 
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from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 3 
I will rejoice in the-Lotd, I will joy in the Qod of my 
vation.“ We glory in tribulation.” 

Tbis is above he Peripatetick, who makes proſperity 
eſſential to. happineſs z and above me, who am moved by 
trifles 3 but, indeed, perhaps more by trifles than greater 


matters. 


I deheld the peculiar privileges and glory of this foeiery 
in two inſtances} firſt, in fitting under the teachings: of 
God himſelf, and our hearts often, under the: immediate in- 
Mueiice of God (without the interpoſition of man) glarying 
within us. Secondly, in a miniſtry, in which the power 
and policy of man hath no ſhare : to which add, the Chriſtian 
diſcipline eſtabliſhed. 

10, IT, 12, 13 74, 15, 16; 17, and 18. Some remains of 
old Adam, in a ſcornful look on an innocent ſummons to a 
patient. 

As to the publick, it was a dull tims: ſcarce any miniſters 
& our national metting. 

But, although there were very few maine a notable 
ſervice : a national viſit was pertormed, particularly to the 
meeting of miniſters and diets, to the women's meeting, 
to the men's meeting, and to friends convened at the end of 


a week day meeting; fo that here was line upon line and 0 


precept upon precepty with a witneſs. 

However this ſorrowful reflection aroſe, with reſpect to 
theſe-ſpiritual conferences; that we dwelt too much on ex- 
ternals, and neglected covetouſneſs and the inordinate love 
of the world (the prevailing ſin of the day) too much. 

Prepared minutes to be read to the youth, 
Sol. Here is the letter, but a, want of a greater meaſure 


of the ſpirit or fountain of the letter, which would animate, 


to-ſpeak as well as read. 
20. A ſweettime, and humiliation ; but a: by 
a falſe viſion, - prompting to an imaginary duty, from pride. 


21. Lay late, and belated at meeting, to. my own hurt 


and ill example. 

Doubted of my regeneration, from the remains of fierce- 
neſs unſubdued. 

23. Notwithſtanding the repullulances of my ugly 2 


God ſavoured me with ſome precious illuminations, via. 


* irſt. Pre 2 better, and always ſor every meeting. 
the fight of a ume 8 * vexations 


22 1:2 4922 2442s 
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7. Two precious illuminations. Firſt, of the ne | 
of preparation for death brought cloſer to my view. Sec 
of the neceſſity of maintaining an equal degree of ſpiritual 
indignation againſt other ſuperfluities, as well as thoſe that 
ſtrike common ſenſe and obſervation. 
8. Perverſe without cauſe. O my infolence ! Who ſhall 
- deliver me. | | 
11, 12, and 13. Church buſineſs. EE 
14. A leiſure day, and a ſweet one of humiliation, under 
a ſenſe of divine bounty in my happy ſituation, where plenty 
of the dew of heaven and fatneſs of the earth, ſweet 
ſolitude favouring, peculiar religious proſeſſion, character as 
a religious author, exemption from the common cares of 
family, clouds of witneſſes concurring, temporal profeſſion 
recommending ſobriety and meekneſs, health of body and 
mind; upon the whole, here is every motive, even of ho- 
nour and intereſt, as well as conſcience : and yet, undoubt- 
edly, many a one would have improved ſuch bleſſed oppor- 
tunities and incentives to holineſs far more, and have made 
far greater advances, than I haye done. | 
15. A ſilent meeting: a frequent caſe of late. God is 
withdrawing the clouds. 
16. A ſweet time at meeting. 
17 and 18. Moroſe on trifles. 
22. A ſpiritual viſit performed. 

23. Indulgence in bed an hour too x | 
An open time at meeting, both immediately and inftru- 
mentally. - .. / | | EW 
28, Poverty of ſpirit, in a ſenſe of my own vileneſs in 
God's preſence ; yet humbly. hoped for the bleſſing annexed = 
to them that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, _ | 

ELevenTH MonTH, 1753. 


4. Sol. What is the ſhadow to the ſubſtance ? Such is 
writing compared to living; a humbling conſideration ! 
Lord give the life. | 

6. At meeting, truth triumphant in a miniſter on a ſignal 
affliction, in a recital and application of thoſe fublime ex- 
preſſions, e « Although the hg-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 
ſhall-fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall fil, 
and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off 


2b. M. 79, 18. EY 
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dom the fold, and there hall be no herd in Hove 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
vation. We glory in tribulation.” 

T bis is above the Peripatetick, who makes proſperity 
eſſential to happineſs ; and above me, who am moved by 
trifles ; but, indeed, perhaps. more by trifles than greater 
matters. 

I deheld the peculiar ovividetes and glory of this ſatiety 
in two inſtances} firſt, in fitting under the teachings: of 
God himſelf, and our hearts often, under the: immediate in- 
uence of God (without the interpoſition of man) glorying 
within us. Secondly, in a miniſtry, in which the power 
and policy of man hath no ſhare : to which add, the Chriſtian 
diſcipline eſtabliſhed. 

10, 11, 12, 13, 74, 15, 16, 17, and 18. Some remains of 
old Adam, in a ſcornful look on an innocent ſummons to a 
patient. 

As to the publick, it was a dull time ſcarce any miniſters 
at our national meeting. 

But, although there were very few miniſter; 2 notable 
ſervice : a national vifit was pertormed, particularly to the 
meeting of miniſters and elders, to the women's meeting, 
to the men's meeting, and to friends convened at the end of 


a week day meeting; fo that here was line upon line and X 


precept upon precepty with a witneſs. 

However this ſorrowful reflection aroſe, with reſpect to 
theſe ſpiritual conferences; that we dwelt too much on ex- 
ternals, and neglected covetouſneſs and the inordinate love 
of the world (the-prevailing fin of the day) too much. 
19. Prepared minutes be read to the youth, 

Sol. Here is the letter, but a; want of , greater meaſure 


of the ſpirit or fountain of the letter, which would ankmate. 


to ſpeak as well as read. 

20. A ſweet time, and humiliation ; but n by 
a falſe viſion, prompting to an imaginary duty, from pride. 

21. Lay late, and belated at meeting, to my own hurt 
and ill example. 

Doubtal of my regeneration, - from the ai ef fixece- 
neſs unſubdued. 

23. Notwithſtanding the repullulances of my ugly . 


neſs, God favoured me with ſome precious illuminations, via. 


os irſt, Pre e better, and always for every meeting. 
the ſight of a miſerable object =y vexations 
avindied to nothing. wo et 
4 2 | Third. 


— 
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: Third. The heighth of my ſpiritual and ſanctiſied am- 

- *#ition, is that part of bleſſing God for croſs events. 
285. Alow time at the morning meeting; a ſweet one at 
"the afternoon, under a ſenſe of renewed ty and long 

tranquillity. 2h | 

Conſcious of ſome degree of inſolence; an abuſe of riches, 
| and deprecated as ſuch. | 
| Zeal againſt a ſwearing brother ; yet in the ſequel was 
humbled under a ſenſe that I have the root of the vice in 

myſelf, even in every inordinate tranſport of paſſion, 
30. A fight of a corruption in natural ſtudies, by a deſire 

of the praiſe of men. LE 


Tyrtrru MonTH, 1753- | 


1. Twice, unbridled choler. 
2. O for meekneſs and patience in lieu of fierceneſs ! 

4. More of the fear of man than of the fear of God, in 

an early attendance of meetings. O my vileneſs ! 
Drawn to à more ardent purſuit of grace, and a leſs of 
nature. | 
This . the power of darkneſs overcome in a 
zealous attendance on publick worſhip, and to good pur- 
poſe. A ſtrong and ſweet impreſſion of the neceſſity of an 

uniform moderation to be extended to natural ſtudies. 
10. Humbled under a ſenſe of two living examples poſ- 
- ſefling a greater degree of divine love than J. Nn 
12. Guilty of laying hands on one too ſuddenly. 18 
14. He that made the eye, ſhall he not ſee?” O the 
/ + -convincing, irreſiſtible, and inſtructive evidence + 
| 16. Hurry of buſineſs injured the meeting. 
18. Sol. Sowing to the ſpirit is a time of labour and 
toil, not as reaping. * N 57 

In the very moment of temptation God was with me. 
19. A ſpiritual viſit, in attending my betters, to edi- 


4 | cation. : . a 
2 Occaſional viſits to families highly pertinent and 
uſetul. . i 


23. A good deal of chaffy appearances at meeting: per- 
| hi are unworthy of better food. However, my private 
retirement was far more agreeable, re 
26. Numbered my days: through the 2 bounty of 
God I have outlived the age of my father. Preparation for 


approaching death ſtrongly impreſſed. 
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26 and 27. Had the honour continued on me of accom- 
panying two women in their viſits to families 3 they waiting 
in filence in each family, and bringing forth pertinent 
matter out of their treaſury. Ride i 

A conſciouſneſs of my unworthineſs during this ſervice 
humbled me : for it was a: time of ſcrutiny of heart. | 

28. O my barrenneſs ! and my bri on provocation! 

A dreadful text applied by a miniſter to our meeting this 
day, viz. | 4 Be inſtructed, O Jeruſalem! leſt my ſoul 
8 2 thee 3 leſt I make thee deſolate, a land not in- 

ited.” | | 10 
* 29. Two ſpiritual viſits. Brittle on a flight provocation. 


little diverſion. * 10 
30. «Is not my word a fire ?” O that I might find it ſo. 
in conſuming ſenſuality, and particularly in eating, drinking, 
ſleeping, ſmoking, to be uſed not as ends, but as means of 
health; not to live to eat, drink, &c. but the inverſe. Here 
is purgatory. | 
ol. On the view of an old affociate, who has far out- 
ſtripped me in the ſpiritual race : 8 | | 
Thou haſt i kept thy integrity from thy youth; 
but I have deviated into the earth; and, notwi i 
my fine opportunities, been ſullied by the world ; but G 
is indulgent to me beyond 2 in favouring with 
living incentives to a return to him, and to a redemption of 
loſt time.“ | | = 
\ 


* 


. 


FixsT MoNnTH, 1754. 


(be the Leif with the den a of lt pot 
e ) wi not 

themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus. K > 
2. 'Tolerable patience under bad — 2 | 

Too great prevalence of an earthly ſpirit kept. back from 
an early attendance of the ſchool-meeting, 

On ſilence : that faithful miniſters will be led to more 
ſilence, even as an uſeful and inſtructive leſſon to ſuch raw | 
profeſſors as have very little juſt conception of the nature of 
divine worſhip. Of 35 
76. A ſolid time at meeting, in filence. Th 

My effeminacy manifeſted in the diſuſe of thou. 


+ Jer. vi. 8. 


43 N I humbly 


% 
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I humbly hope the kingdom of darknels aim. a Ot * 
7. Diverſion in walking. 230 
Fa At a ee erung feaſted, ey) at up "EY 
yea wickedly, | on * to the encouragement of luxury 
a rinking, to the the holy 8 and, in 
| jv denying the Lord 1 be oy I repented a little, 
and do and will repent, and I humbly hope, . It was 
a 7 7 time, with much rey fo and inadvertence. 
Kr A ſhocking view, of myſelf: fierce to inferiors, vi- 
ſty complaiſanr to (Periors or equals, for the baſe views 
080 ar falſe honour ; the lying honour of this world. 
of prof ar is pointed out by us as a people: but how few 
of us from God oſſeſs the ſpirit of regarding the honour that comes 


74 Som e ſpiritual viſits, - 91 
Feaſted with moderation 

18. An humbling time on a ſecond review- of the rith | 
above. Let it be marked nigro carbone,* in conſideration 
of the diſcordant character of condemning pomp and ſuper- 
fluity in one inſtance, and allowing it in another: ſurely the 
friendfhip of the works is enmity with God; and furely 
{ers is an abuſe of riches. 

10% I was at a loſs to find out one real mark of regene- 
ration in myſelf; but find that a good deal of what appears 
ſpecious is but conſtitution, 

20. O the favourableneſs of my ſituation, as to oppor- 
tunities of being what I profeſs ! 

The late deviation into ſuperfluous drinking was not 
' owing to the luſt of the fleſh, but to the love of the world, 
even in preference to the Jove of God: fo, JG lay the 
| axe to the root of the corrupt tree ! 
23. Feaſted with moderation. 

24. A little perverſe, a 

25. At meeting: Lord give more love; and leſs ardour 

for knowledge 
26. A tranſport of anger, in which I ſtruck my ſervant. 
27. At meeting. O for a more conſiſtent walking, and 
for living up to my profeſſion as a ſpiritual author! 
De Renty's method excellent, Viz. Selt- examination daily 
before dinner. | 
28. Diverſion in a walk, 


* With a black coal. This ſeems to have a reference to a cuſtom of the 


45 Romans, who marke! their fortunate days with white, and their evil or 


„ days with black. 
29. At 
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© 29. At meeting, the miniſtry lively and clear ; but I was 
very poor in ſpirit, under a ſenſe of my want of love, and - 
of the marks of regeneration. - pO IO 

30. Light and truth ſhone a little and moderated my 
wrath on a certain occaſion. 1 

31. Deceived by popular clamour, and ſaw the neceſſit7 
of ſuſpending judgment until the proper time, 
Very perverſe on faſting. ' | 


Szcond MonTH, 17594. _ - 


2. God hath given bread and raiment ſince my vow in the 
year 2 ſee and fulfil it. Lord, preſerve from the abuſe 
of pre Bas; and deliver from bondage to the world's ſpirit 
in drinki A, 


[ | 

Great Sf-comompe on reading the Meſſrs. du Port-royal, 
on N and ſelf- love. 

4. Viſited the women on oecaſion of the novelty of 
mourning habits. | 
8. Feaſted with moderation. 

9. Practice and diverſion abſorbed my matin.* ; 
10. The firſt day of the week: lay late ſinfully, even as 
others do, on this day; as if here was not as much to do in 
ſpirituals, as in temporals on other days of the week; a 
vulgar error which muſt be renounced. | 
11. Weak and fretful. Licked ſpittle in two places; in- 

ſolent in two others. f 

12. Feaſted with moderation. | 4 

13. A little impatient of contradiction, 

17. Sol. In this decline of life, as the veſſels 
leſs food and drink neceflary ; and, as the time is ſhort, lefs 
proviſion is requiſite, and therefore leſs temptation to the 
dieſire of riches: indeed, for what ? | 

21. In feaſting tranſcended a little the bounds of modera- 
tion: and ſo again the 22d. 

24. Morning and afternoon meeting filent, yet unto me 

truly profitable. 
25. Irritated by a flight occaſion, Feaſted again a little 
by 


* this the author ſeems to fi the employment is morning 
han ener in ſpiritual: or — N * 


44 26. At 
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2456. At meeting a deep ſenſe of my own vileneſs, * the 

neceſſity of ſell- correction previous to that of others. O for 

the ſword and the fire to conſume the remnants of the luſt 

of the fleſh, in drinking, eatii "Bs and ſmoking ; and love of 
the world in vicious complai 

of light and truth in quitting that grand abſurdity of putting 

means for ends 
Again, as to drinking, I met with 2 claud of practical 
3 „ gr th who uſed to limit the doſe of their drink 0 their 
u 
. _ * With moderation. 


= - 
„ gy * 
9 6 


be LE: 1754- 


ww 13 previous to meeting, a bad preparation for it. 
Overſeer, overſee thyſelf.——Faſted. 
2. The occaſion of yeſterday's tranſport of anger appears | 
to be, in a great meaſure, a miſtake. 
Feaſted a little beyond- the holy bounds z and was moſt 
righteouſly chaſtiſed by a ſubſequent ſhokneſs and diarrhoea. 
85 A tender, adorable reach of mercy under the above 
infirmities and fins; and a ſecret hope raiſed. 
: Sol, Bitter of late is the remembrance of ſome paſt com- 
potations Weg m y actions, otherwiſe laudable, and mo- 
rally good: * ppy, thrice, happy, is the retreat in this 
8. of life, granted through the long forbearance of 


At meeting my mind well ſtayed, and God gave mild- 
neſs to offenders. 
56. Attended the (choal-meeting, whilſt miniſters deſert 
& a lamentable defect 
1 55 A fit of anger from a miſtake, 
The grand work of mineral waters is almoſt finiſhed: 


KY Vit ted the meeting at Timahoe, 
10. Where; „Here is now a fine opening W "ug 
ven, thy native country (even unto the preſent eve of finiſh- 
ing that grand temporal work) which God inſpired, with a 
fervent deſire of improving the fine opportunities, now in- 
viting to a cloſer purſuit of ſpirituals.* 
1 O for the, powerfully· perſuaſive n of example 8 at 
ome! * 
11. F eaſling, nearly moderate. 


2K A N 1 1 13. * | 


nce; and for the prevalence : 
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13. | Queſt, Where ie 'thy fuſfering” with Cn, add 
| 9 thy ſelf-denial ? 

Anſw. I have laboured conſiderably; but not ſuffered 
much: perhaps a little, in the withholdi 6 of fees for telling 
truth: but what then ! this is ny ri of ſuperfluous 
_ z an incentive to luxury. 

. O for a more living, a more ſenſible fear of God 

Lie why light be no longer put under the buſbel, but on 
the candleſtick ; in thy family, and in converfätion- f 

The pipe enſlaves. | 
The Carthuſians are ſtrict; ſo are we, if we be uniform 

in the renunciation of all ſuperfluities: but truly, without 
the animating ſpirit, we are, undoubtedly, equally formed, 
equally hypocritical, and equally liable to. deſerve diſpleaſure 
as they, or any other hypocrites ; ſuch as god-fathers, dc. 

17.- A ſudden irradiation, concerning the liberty of the 
ſpirit, and the liberty of the ade wo by God ſo far favoured 
2 it 338 and was rought to light under that title, 


8. Foe, beyond the holy bounds, with two dear be- 
within friends. 
* 6K meeting, family duty moſt pertinently inculcated 
as dental and preferable to publick devotion. The re- 
lection on my laſt compotation wounds: Lord, merci and 
ſlay vicious complaiſance ? 
24. At meeting: Lord, give that my of ſpirit I am 
publickly contending for | 
Sol, Ni ght is coming with long ſtrides : the grand work 
of all, 1 era, is doing, though not done; fo . here is 
room for activity, not deſpair, * 
Two ſpiri viſits performed. 
Reproved miniſters for their neglect of the ſchool-meeti meeting, 
25. A compotation, ſcarce within the holy bounds ; as 
indeed, unleſs one moſt reſolutely ſeclude himſelf, it is "nor 
_ eaſy to keep within them ſtrictly. 
- 26, Sol. Servants are very quick in eſpying our faults : 
ſee-and ſhew them the light as well as dark fide. 
29. Sol. Lord, deliver from living. to eat, drink, n 
ſmoke, and ſtudy. 
| No devil like that in my own boſom. ens! 
/ Felt a painful weight of uilt in ſome remains of wide 
and the 1 of gluttony. The fire burns: let it bare) 
30. Feaſted within 2 
31. Moderation in my calling is witneſſed: may it be 
enen to the two darling objects, natural hiſtory ne 


- 
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the materia medica ! The day of the Lord: is 8 | 


pictures, 
Ee later tis rſt-day morning than another, riciouly. 
Arten 01 8391 o 


2 
20 2491 10 
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. Feaſting Heek in the world's eſtimation ; but 1 
know and feel ſolitude to be better. 

2. Snappiſh on hunger. alls %% 26d 1 
4. Feaſting pretty well limite t. 

5. Feaſting beyond the holy bounds. 

6. Feaſting nearly moderate. 

7. Shook off icep andiroſe early, on principle, this firſt- 


A fear -oft 1-Ghould be: numbered among hypocrites, . 
| o. Hopdi the the diminicin of the world's * in 15, 
is demoliſhing. 

10. Moroſe—An ebbing time with regard to fees ; but 
how far Wert ef the real miſeries of many, in this trying 
uncture. 

; 11, A viſit to the falſe brethren who. pay tithes; but, N. B. 
there are greater faults to be warred a 
12. Feaſting rather beyond the holy bounds : O, how 
difficult to keep innocent in company! Solitude is ſurely 
more eligible ; yet ſociety uſeful : but the ſanctiſied uſe of it 
is very laborious. 

13. Snappiſh. 

14. At meeting: the fire was on the altar, o flow 
and gentle, 

990 op great difference between the two different 
diſpenſations I have through among this people, viz. 
The firſt of cps | wana in a great meaſure, unedifying 
noiſe ; the ſecond of great ſilence. Indeed, we are ſcarce 
ever eaſy, full or faſting ; but upon a ſober review, the ſtate 
of ſilence ſeems the more eligible of the two, though, doubt- 
leſs, a ſevere trial upon raw ſpirits. 

17. Feaſtin ng tolerable, or ſcarce culpable. 

22. On fa much diſcompoſed, through ſome croſs 
events. Concluded with feaſting, ſcarce innocent. 

24. Feaſting tolerable, 

25. Remarked on the filthy odour of vice, diffuſed, from 
the grandees, among the lower claſs of the people; even by 
the — publick, politick miniſtrations, and profeſſions of 
3 — 06 fp] 


Lord, 
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Lord, grant the like events may not attend thoſe ir; 
higher ſtations, even miniſters of the goſpel and elders ! 2 
26. Feaſting tolerable. e . 
Sol, O the ty of God to me! Moſt of my evils 
055 e. troubles) are imaginary, compared to the real ones of 
28. Failed again in rifing fo early, this firſt day of the 
week, as on other days, | N | 
29. Very moroſe, Feaſting tolerablez and ſo the goth. 


Firrn MonTH, 1734. 


1. Feaſting ſearee tolerable; 1 
3. Sin in ſmoking for mere pleaſure, not health, 
o Rath. hn ſnoking, in in 
5. War proclaimed againſt the i in- 

12 in lying in bod and in haſti neſs. 
6. Moroſe on _—_— bodily indiſpoſition. Abſtained 
from fleſh this ſecond day, on principle. * 
7. Sol, O the tender folicitations of divine goodaeſs to 
me, in drawing from paſſfionateneſs, notwithſtanding my 
frequent relapſes into it, | * F 20 
8. God viſited me with a moſt dangerous fever. The 
affliction was very inſtructive, and gave occaſion for à long 
retreat, and review of paſt follies. | | 


K . 


1 


FPionvn Movrn, 1754. 


3. Weighed the real Chriſtian and the abſtract phyſician 
in the balance of the ſanctuary, and found the latter to be 
incomparably light: hence great ſelf-contempt on a ſober, 
clear {5 of the hitherto great and principal occupation 
. of my life. | 
. zra of renewed converſion, and elevation of 

Sol. O the laborious and laviſh life of many thouſands! 
and, 'on the other hand, O my happy leiſure, and inviting, 
3 opportunſty for ſpirituals, furely henceforth to be 
im | 


17. Notwithſtanding the great mercies lately received, 
morons ſill Ricks by me. 

For a while was I delivered from it; even during a moſt 

tender divine Viſitation, _ 


\ 
. 
"DD 


Lad a this four 
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 Queſtz-Am 1 deſerted 0 thee verſions in order that I 

may feel muy infirmity ? | | 
"= Spiritual exerciſe too much abridged. 

23. — chute = pre regen 
a "TR. 

25. Sol. 1. Let us conſider our dignity in the order of 

N 2 little lower than the — 2 aſpire. accord 


| ion 
* The _— » on hitherto, has 


been the health of the body, excluſive of the health of the 
mind, except in an inferior way: It is time now to turn 
about, and apply © the ſhort :refidue!of life t0 the latter, pri- 
marily and chi 
— Converſation eneroached on my ſpiri gag N 
T « Thy will be ne, extends to 2 
* of ue Highs of rg on * events. | 


brit res] 15 RIDE 1784. 


ghteous att thou, O Lord! in making rus ( 
a e my chaſtiſers, whom I formerly unrighteouſly c 2 

acquieſce in the event, and deſire to repeat the 
crime no more. 

3. On a ſeven week's retirement: it is hard to bear ſoli- 
tude, which, however, with all its irkſomeneſs, is far more 
eligible than much company. 

4. God viſited me with a ſueceſſion of bodily evils 
near the ſpace of four months, and I ſaw them to be g 
even eſome chaſtiſements. 


F. Is not more faſting and humiliation neceſſary for van 


| quiſhing the dark power in this pettiſhneſs. 


9. A troubleſome, unrighteous moroſeneſs. 
13. My fore eyes were a good diſcipline ; a ſeaſonable 
remora (or check) to inordinate ſtudy, at this juncture of 


recruiting health, 

14. A diſproportionate attraction to the tree of know- 
ledge. 
_ Sol. Soul, great and high-flown are thy publick pro- 
feffions, even upon record, and particularly in relation to 
faſting. Beware, beware, leſt thou, by the da ares Judge, 
be numbered among h ites. Surely, to be condemned 
out of one's own mouth is more than a thouſand witneſſes. 


16. Sol. 
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16. Sol. How. did Daniel, God's favourite, behave when 
he and his brethren were in captivity ? He mourned, faſted, 
and prayed, Is there no analogy nor application in this to 
the . captivity ? Thou indeed, addreſſed theſe, 
ad hominem ; but, is there not yet a more evangelical way ? 
What converts haſt thou made ? I am ſure many hug their 
1 — 
32 20. Moroſe: very raſhly and unri , 
*. — anger was applied to the wrong object. Lord have 
mercy upon me a finner ! Waſh-me, and I ſhall be clean! 
„Many ſhall ſeek and not be able to enter,” ſaid our 
Lord: and ſurely this was verified 2 However, I 
will and muſt ſtrive on and fight, 


n is left. | 
22. Very brittle on a very ſmall occaſion. 

23. Brittle again. IT 9431 
"Gp ſpiritual exerciſes were a. little encroached on 
26. N. B. A memorable æra, via. Now, and not until 
now, even in this evening of the day, as at the eleventh 


hour, even in my fiſty- ſixth year, did God firſt favour me 


with this new irradiation of goſpel light (and by means of 
thoſe truly Chriſtian writers, the Meſſrs. du Port-royal), viz. 
64 That it is criminal not to hate this life comparatively, and 
not to deſire the happineſs of Tarn 9 2 | 
27. Soundneſs _—_ mi the Lord, 
is — and my late Air um cy ſeen, in a whim of 
a voyage to, and ſettlement in, New England; an abſurd 
conceit, and which would have ended, at leaſt, in trouble 
and danger ; and quitting the bird in hand (my comfortable 
ſettlement here) for one in the buſhes. O my weakneſs ! 
28. Inſtituted an hour's retirement every evening, as 2 
check to the inordinate ſtudy of nature. "FL: 
The picture drawn of the miferies of this life, in 


Meſſrs. du Port- royal, never to be eraſed: for, ſurely, this 


gaudy ſcene is but à deceitful one. 


Turn MonTH, 1754 


y. Sore eyes detain from all viſits and meetings. 
The ſolid (not I as mine) afflictions of man 
patients afford an uſeful leſſon of humility; not more .at- 
flicted becauſe worſe than I, but many often, probably, 
better. | 13 ; 


though repulſed: yet a 


2. Per- 


— — — 
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2+ Perſection in knowledge was never intended fat us; 
ſor we take a trip or two, W to the grave 
therefore, aim not at it. 

Again, neither was happineſs intended for us : tharpfore, 
| 3 + pry but fre. —y— wed ann 
r too impetuous. Nene 
. Seca ing eee LPR 3 3s 
low much EXPence perfluity in utc 
books never read, nor to be read 2 
8. A little choler and weakneſs, not turbulent. 
10. A ray of light, love, and ſweetneſs, attended a view 
of the-impjerfeion of this life and of the vanity of purſuing 
; bappineſs here—a mere phantom. 

11. Finiſhed the preface, and ſo the whole work and 
labour of twenty years and more, bleſſed be God aud yet 
here is no plenary ſatisfaction. 

132. One ſacred folemn leſſon has been learnt from m 
late ſevere three afflictions, and which, I humbly hope, wi 
more than compenſate for all, vie. To drink Late, as ſuf- 

ficient a le ſſon, wherein are r. intereſted _ body, 


* — 


Ihe 2 vices and follics 2 She tis 1 
, gdered as of more moment than the corporeal epidemicks ; 
the latter is the object of the phyſician's care to cure, 2 
former of the Chriſtian, which outſhines the other as heaven 
a 3 
eati n an 0 r to their 
proper — 2 To hve, and to do good; then the purſuit 
of theſe gratifications would be conſecrated : and particularly 
that of knowledge would tend not to pride, but charity. 
Again, the vices of the age-are far more general, as well 
as more hurtful, than bodily diſeaſes, which - often 1 
wholeſome chaſtiſements; a! A: war the leaſt in the ki 
dom of heaven, even the leaſt who doth Chriſt's ac. ar 
and teacheth others ſo to do, and directs his aims thereto, as 
ro | principal end, is greater and better than any mere ph 
ſicianz even as grace is above nature, and heaven above 1 
18. O that F may not abuſe riches! Certain it is I often 
have, in guzzling. What cauſe then to 3 if God 
ſhould deprive me of the means? 1 
Patience exerciſed in detention of feed... | 18 
Faſted, more. | 
: Feen which ſeems to have been not a total abſtinence; 
„ but ſrom animal food only. 
1 | Tyranny 


| — rhn wn beſides 
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Tyranny over inferiors is injuſtice, and the genuine off- 
ſpring of inordinate — 
A pretty free acceſs by prayer, for a conſiderable time paſt. 
Reſolved, that there ſhall be * alla dies fine liters ſdi- 
rituali, no more than without dinner. 


21. A lively ſenſe of death at hand, and of the neceſſity 
3 


of a pur 


22. Viſited my — — a juſt commemoration 
of my wonderful —— - Ve. 


24. Sol. O the — ar Upon a cool reflec- 
tion, thoſe emotions frequently or commonly are the reſult 
of ignorance of the cauſe; or elle repining at the operations 
of Providence. 

25. Faſted, mes more. | 

26. An evidence of a greater ricky e 
knowledge than to the tree of life: but traſt” this hardy 
= 2. Edles * A hover . 

abli a viz. An every ev r 
half an hour in the . — 
hour and half in the day for religious exerciſes: and all too 
little. 

O that theſe retreats may be conſecrated to the acquiſition 

of meekneſs and temperance in particular! poſſeſſions be- 
all outward WWW 
tears they will coſt. 

Scolding too vehement. 

Me ditated ſweetly, in preference to reading, with ſenſible 
good effect. | | 


ELzvenTa# MONTH, 1754. 


1. Choler reigned, and impelled into indecencies, not to 
ay fs. Lord, pity and correct | + Principiis obſta, ke 


maxim. 

2. 4 marks of regeneration have I It is true, I am 
ſtruggling, but often” repulſed : old Adam is not yet put 
2 ut * native herceneſs and impatience repallulate. | 

ord, help ! 

L am declining na natural ſtudies, in aged to Fire way to 
heavenly ; but, {till ſcarce A | | 


* Viz, No day without ſome . iritual n 
+ Wichſtand the Hiri motions. N 


* 


3. Went 
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3. Went to meeting after an half year's abſence, through 
inhrmiry of body: I weak therez but the preachings were 


icked ſpittle a little. | | 

5. A clear and lively ſenſe of my corruption, and ſtrong 
ground for humiliation and ſelf - contempt, from the following 
obſervation in the Whole Duty of Man. : 15 

„ We fear man more than God, whenever we commit 
fin, in order to increaſe our wealth, our reputation, or even 
for the preſervation of our life.” Now thi fin I have com- 

- mitted often, in drinking more than was fit, in order to the : 
acquiſition. of natural knowledge. Awake, O my foul, to Y 
the fear of God henceforward | 2 

6. On the peruſal of the laſt mentioned book, I was 
humbled under a ſenſe of my paſt fin, viz. Purſuing good 

ends by bad means: i. e. purchaſing natural knowledge at 
the loſs of ſobriety, ſtrictly ſpeaking. | 


. 
* 


- 


10. O the happineſs of this retreat, even from the cares, 
and it is hoped, alſo, from the corruptions, of the world, in 
this the evening of my day | Fi 87 
11. At my quarterly review, I began, not as formerly 
with the natural, but with the ſpiritual review, according to 
the ſuperior dignity of the ſubject: now diſcovered by the 
more reſplendent beams of inward, ſin - diſcovering and con- 
demning light. | 9 n | 
Among all thy prognoſticks, let that of age and ſickneſs 
have a place, and never be kept out of ſight, nor death alſo; 
as, blefſed be God, it has not, in a good degree. py 
15. A bleſſed day—By a vigorous impulſe I went to the 
-week=day meeting, where, after deep humiliation, I was 
favoured with ſtrong hopes, ahd a degree. of. aſſurance, that 
- my laſt ſhall be my beſt days ; and a diſtant reſolution ap- 
_ peared acceptable, viz. To attend the meetings of elders in 
| the country, and that it will be conducive to the health of 
1 body and mind. At the ſame place, was this living petition 
| TOO 96 begotten,” Sweeten, O Lord |: for thou 
_ canſt do it.“ 12 N | 
17. Sol. O, how little religion in converſation ! Earth 
and earthly things have preponderated. 2 4 
19. Sol. Thou ſon-of: earth, * Nulla dies fine literd ſpiri- 
tuali, ſtands an inviolably ſacred maxim. avs ben 
20: Sol. Let no fins be ſo grievous as thoſe of thine own nm 


. 
K 


; | $3 | see page 13. | 
> q « 5 7 k 21. A 


A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 17 


21: A feaſt with the brethrenz irreproacltable- 

22. Faſted, meo more; [20 HOLES .- | 

24. Lord, give wiſdom to relifh with gratitude, and im- 
prove my ſolitude, which, aſſuredly, though great, is no 
more than is wholeſome, neceflary buſineſs» abſorbing a 
great ſhare of my time. 3 on. 
Rather too much buſineſs, and all on bodily diſorders, 
whilſt thoſe of the ſouls of men give them little anxiety : be 
it not ſo with thy own. I truſt it is not: Lord, ſanctify 
this my ſecond and laſt leiſure. 60% 1 

25. Sol. Earths and ſtones decay, and ſo doſt thou, 
ſurely, though ſlowly. 268 > | 

O where is the communion of ſaints! I ſee clearly the 
head is ſick ; and few, few, very few, united in a joint con- 
cern for the promotion of truth upon earth. 

26. Sol. See to, and ſhine more before thy ſervants; 

29. Faſted, meo more: by. | 
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3. Provocation from my ſervant's abſence from family 
duty: it is her loſs, not mine. Lord, turn the anger from 
me to herſelf, and give me prudence to exerciſe the proper 
diſcipline with pity. | 

4. A ſtrong trial of perſonal virtue now; in the exerciſe 
olf what I was about to propoſe to others, 'viz. To rely on 
divine help in meetings of diſcipline. | 
Fi The Whole Duty of Man afforded a moſt uſeful di- 
- rectory or model for prayer; of which I took a ſpecimen, 
determining to follow it henceforward, with what further 
e God ſhall give. God proſpered this reſo- 
lution. 3 5 

6. See our weakneſs as a people: “ a new office, under 
the denomination of over/eers5, was appointed; but expired in 
one year; men to ſucceed in this poſt could not be found. 
Such a diſcouragement of a care truly Chriſtian, inclined 
* to conclude, it was pity the inſtitution had been ever 

made. | 

This day ſpiritual exerciſes had rather the aſcendant : blef- 
ſed be the Lord | 31 


CY 


Though ſuch was the taſe in-this inſtance, yet an 2 of this 
kind has been generally made in the meetings of the people called Quakers, 
and is continued amongit them with very good effe 


B 7. Sol. 
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7. Sol. Eating or drinking, to pleaſe another, is an in- 
ſtance of captivity to the world's ſpirit: Lord, deliver ! 
Paid two ſpiritual viſits. 7 XK 
8. Sol. O the profuſion of favours, in health, peace, li- 
berty, the dew of heaven, and the fatneſs of the earth ! 
Lord, preſerve from the hurt of the laſt ; and, foul, remem- 
ber the contraſt, in that memorable ſaying, „Who was 
made perfect through ſufferings,” | 
10. Faſted, mo more. 
11. A poor, dull, ſickly day: indigeſtion and choler. 
12. A political and ſpiritual viſit paid. 

Sol. On reading the philoſophical tranſactions. | 
O the wonders of God's creation, in inſects, polypi, co- 
rals, and madrepores | | 

14. O the miſeries of mankind, among patients] and, O 
my barrenneſs as to proper improvement thereof 
Two ſpiritual viſits performed. 

15. Native ferocity and perverſeneſs, old Adam, yet un- 
Alain, ſticks like bird-lime : Lord, cleanſe and flay ! | 
16. Three ſpiritual viſits, and one political. 

3 th An hypochondriac obnubilation from wind and in- 
1 and 18. Faſted, meo more, on cake and tea, being ſick 
at ſtomach ;. which was followed by cheerfulneſs, as from a 

load taken off. | 
A comfortable hope, at meeting, that, amidſt à decay of 
| ſpirits and bodily ſtrength, my ſoul ſhall grow ſtronger, and 
more confirmed to the will of its Maker; and a ſolid hope 
of deliverance. from ferocity, and every daring luſt whatever. 
O for a meek and quiet ſpirit in my little 2 f | 
Sol. My deafneſs, a righteous diſpenſation for my con- 
tempt of another's, | | 
20. Struggled hard and got to meeting: it was a precious 
ſeaſon; and the tenour of my ſpiritual travel was as follows: 
To get meekneſs in my domeſtick conteſts, to render my 
laſt days my beſt days. To this pron may the fire burn, 
ang its operation be painful! O ſanctify this quiet day, 
and ſweet retirement: let it produce equally good effects, as 
the bitter baptiſm I lately underwent ! In the midſt of theſe - 
meditations up ſteps the dark power with emotions of ſpiritual 
pride; but light prevailed. 
Faſted, on milk-pottage. 
21. The light of the ſun affords a ſenſible vigour to the 
ſpirits, and vice verſa, © | 


Faſted, 
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Faſted the third time this week, on cakes and tea, on 
an indigeſtion. Gal. ˖ 

Exerciſed a diſcipline to a delinquent ſervant, for abſence 
from evening's reading, not by words, but duct, with 
little or no alloy of paſſion, bleſſed be the Lord | 

25. This is my anniverſary, both for birth-day and ſpi- 
ritual review of the po My fifty-feventh now opens : 
bleſſed be the Lord ! who hath lengthened out my period 
beyond that of my father. | 
F. iniſhed my _—} dy 1 re vega leſs rich 

an a o, ickne ich hat n iouſ] 
| anQified, - bleſled be the Lord ! for ſurely — of 
_— is cruſhing under the triumphant power of light 

truth. ? 

The Lord hath dealt bountifully in giving a natural diſpo- 
ſition, favouring an' advancement in the way agreeable to 
his will; but, the alloy of a vicious complaiſance to the 
ſpirit of this world, in — the ſin of adult age, is my 
heart- ſore. | 

This year is the grand epocha of my life; a year of bleſ- 
ſings, and a year of chaſtiſement; a year of outward im- 

poveriſhment, but inward enriching, bleſſed be the Lord! 
227. A ſilent meeting, where I ſaw the dragon's tail draw» 
ing down them that ſhould be ſtars, and deprecated my own 
lot, with ſolid hopes of a better event. 

A feaſt," ſcarce innocent, F n 
Not yet delivered from captivity to the world's ſpirit, in 
a bold and juſt uſe of calling men by their proper names. 
228. Faſted, on bread and cakes, on indigeſtion, which 

was followed by abſolute cheerfulneſs. | 

29. Conflict with the world's ſpirit, both in receiving 
and giving drink. I decline and ſhun temptations in ſome 
— 24 degree. | = | 

A filent meeting: but what then? Words are but wind ? 
I preſs after ſolid grain, and not chaff. | 
| 30. Croſs on my ſervant's'deafneſs. Anger roſe too high, 
for want of bridling early | 
O this meeknels. How long ſhall I be acquiring it? 
Have I all this while been praying in vain? Is not God able 
and willing to help ? Where then lies the fault ? | 
31. Silent meeting, to profit, in a view of the abſolute - 
neceſſity of overcoming my darling luſts. The three capital 
enemies, in all their various appearances, are truly for- 
midable, and beyond the power of nature to reſiſt. I am 
ready to fink under the proſpect: in the mean time, judg- 

* 2 ment 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ment haſtens on. Alas, for heavy anger, vicious complai- 
fance, and inordinate deſires of natural knowledge]! Iban 
which, the knowledge of Chriſt, as Redeemer from my ſins, 
is infinitely more valuable. 5 ) 


FixsT MonTH, 1755. 


1. O what care to —. the diſorders of the body, and 
how little regard to thoſe of the mind! Awake to more 
diligence” in this reſpect, and join with every endeavour, 
publick and private, to correct thoſe firſt in thyſelf, and then 
in others. #545 | 

3. A ſilent meeting, which was luminous, in a powerful 


-* ſenſe of aid from an omnipreſent God. 


The tranſition is eaſy from the natural doctrine of ſweet- 
ening acids, to the ſpiritual of ſweetening ſourneſs of tem- 
r; and the denunciation of. hypocriſy to the Scribes and 
hariſees, who could diſcern the face of the ſky, and not of 
thoſe times, applicable now to us. Our times are diſtin- 
guiſhed by luke-warmaeſs in religious duties, and by famine 
of the outward word withdrawn from us judicially, having, 
ſurely, not brought forth fruit-ſuitable to the labours be- 


- owed. 1 


A conference with the brethren, on occaſion of one fre- 
quenting play-houſes ; and a method opened of viſiting him 
in a ſociety- way. 7% 

4: A week of leiſure, and pennyleſs ; but better for the 
inward man. | | 99 £4: 134 

Paid a viſit to two religious perſons, better than myſelf, 
more abſtemious, and more daring to be good. 2 

Anger is an effect of pride. 

Health of body, of ſoul, and the preſervation of eſtate, 


all conſpire in alluring to temperance. O the complicated 


folly of drinking to excels, the vice of the age 
5. At meeting, dull; yet, not without a petition. 

8. A ſorry profeſſion this, ſupported entirely by the miſe- 
ries of mankind : much trouble attends a multitude of caſes : 
'our commiſſions too oft too late, and we embarraſſed to 
correct the blunders of others, beſides ſometimes reviewing 
our own. Reſolved to take it eaſily. 2 

7. At our men's meeting, divinity and inſpiration greatly 
wanting. | 7 

8. A feaſt, ſcarce innocent. Reſolved to decline enter - 
tainments as much as poſſible. 5 12 | 
agb A ſtrong 
— 
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A ſtrong hope, that God is delivering from the three ſins 
that were the ſtanding burdens of my ſoul, viz. Anger, 
drinking, and the inordinate purſuit of natural knowledge. 
O, my foul ! flacken thy purſuit, and go on to meditate in 
the law of God more and more; which is repeatedly repre- 
ſented as exceeding broad. | 

10. Dined on bread and water. 

12. Sol. Our ſpiritual adminiſtration is devolved diſpro- 

eee cu. on women, and weak men; the more < Th 
being involved in the cares of the world. What ſhall I do 

in this caſe ? I muſt aſſociate with the few and weak. 7 
ne cede malis, ſed contra audentior ito; and remember the 
day of account haſtens. 
_ indeed, the women take our crowns from off our 
heads "ERS 

All the days of my appointed time will I wait on God, 

for a more thorough conformity of my-will to his | 

14. Lord, give meekneſs, in a greater degree, at home, 

and temperance | | 
Now the critical time is come, even the time of trial on 
myſelf, viz. To ſpeak in men's meetings, in the name and 

power of the Lord Jeſus. | 5 

15. At young people's meeting: I broke the ice, as an 

elder, in ſeconding the advice of the national meeting, in 

recommending a book: blefſed be God, who at laſt hath 

given liberty to his impriſoned ſeed. 

17. I am led into great ſolitude, and reliſh it, bleſſed be 

the Lord ! and, indeed, not a whit too- much, God having 
. favoured me with a fight of the vaſt expence of time on 
eating, drinking, - leeping, converſation, and practice of 

medicine. | 5 e 

A ſilent, but bleſſed meeting, in this illumination: 

lineſs hath the promiſe of this life, as well as that to |; 

come; as is evidently. the caſe in regard to the three ſubjects 

of my preſent exerciſe, viz. Temperance, meekneſs, and 

moderation in ſtudy, which laſt is alſo moſt ſucceſsful, « O, 

how do I love thy law ! Draw me, and I will run after 

thy law?“ vice verſa, how does fin ſtupify men, even as to 
their temporal intereſt and happineſs |" Hence I faw that man 
s aſſuredly corrupt. 
Dined on bread and water. 
Paid a viſit to a play-haunter. 


When ills invade, 
Yield not; but bolder in reſiſtance grow. 


'B 3 18, Sol, 
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18. Sol, Thou haſt gone to. the bottom of “ waters: ſee 

if thqu canſt now go to the bottom of the world's ſpirit, 

and commence libertine from every inſtance of captivity 

thereunto, 

Sol. O what a goũt to one's dinner, does a little faſting _ 
ive! Well did Eraſmus ſay, „ The Chriſtian is the 
picure.” | 

A little perverſe on a ſurpriſe. | 

1 19. — too much to-day. To eat and drink to live is 

the point | 

Animal, be humbled ! for thy frailty of body and mind, 

and more for the fin of the latter. | 
Read the Whole Duty of Man, on the duties of parents 


to children; applicable alſo to me as maſter to an orphan. 


22. A great exerciſe of patience, from my intended pa- 
trons in England. | 

23. Dined on bread and water, 

- 24+ It is very hard to ſay the Lord's prayer ſincerely. 

At meeting, a good time; the weight and importance of 
the work clearly {et before me, even ing war with the 
ſpirit of the world, and of Lucifer, 0 ial, in eating 
and drinking. . 

Ibid. A new appearance in the miniſtry; I will ſuſpend 


m dune having been often deceived. 
F eaſted, not innocently, in not refuſing the bumper; 
however retired ſoon. 8 
25. Sol. Bleſſed be the Lord ! I feel his mortifying pawer 
in reſpect to the inordinate ſtudy of nature. 14 
A ſecond ſeaſt- day, rather over-done again. | 
26, Sol. Go on, O Lord ] to ſlay the unmortified deſire 


of living to eat. 


At a filent meeting. Will the Lord, indeed, accept of 
the tribute of my beſt love in the decline of age and vigour? 
Anſw. Not without double diligence. | * 


Dr. M. died, aged ſeventy- eight. Mind the application. 


God hath allured me, and brought me into the wilderneſs, 


and ſpoke comfortably to me, as Hoſea ii. 14. 


On reading the Whole Duty of Man, on charity—O, 


how broad is thy law ; and, O my barrenneſs in this Chriſ- 


tian grace, conſidered in its due extent! 

31. A bleſſed morning. Light prevailed and kept down 
ſcolding and hurry, and carried me to meeting with a little 
ſtruggle. Lord increaſe the little ſpark to a flame 


Allading to his treatiſe on mineral waters. 


Query, 


A SPIRITUAL DIARY, "23 


| . How do the precepts given under thy, hand, re- 
| — — duty, correſpond wih thy own conduct ? 


SGxconp MonTH, 175. 

1. Faſted. 

2. Sol. The epidemick vices of men, of more importance 
than their bodily diſeaſes ; and Chriſt to be imitated, who 
did and ſuffered ſo much for us ; but I ſeem here linked in- 
evitably to engagements in nature and medicine. Grant, 
Lord, they may no longer preponderate. 8 

5. Man is born to as and to death at laſt ; both juſt 
8 for our ſins. 1 1 

the er of example, or Lo t mo 
to 9 25 firſt. 2 | 2 | 

Returned to the poor handful at the ſchool-meeting, after 
three quarters of a year's abſence. *' * 

6. Feaſted, ſcarcely innocently. | 

9. Can but juſt look about me by ten or eleyen o'clock, 

to. O my fierceneſs; how long ſhall it ſtick | Ariſe mi- 
tifying ſpirit from thy depth]! and, O my ſoul, ſtand open 

From a diſcourſe of law, againſt indifference in religion, 
g a bleſs the Lord, that there are many ſheep not of 

is fold, 

_ 13. At a ſilent meeting Our God is a conſuming fire: 
Lord, ſpare not the unmortified affections 

Light and truth prevailed this morning, and preſerved 
1 in buying books, from the near proſ 

12; Stopt my career in buyin s, from the near proſe 
pet of * f 2 

13. A dark, imperfect ſtate this, and not our reſt: ſurely 
moderation is the juſt conſequence. 122 

14. Sol. Lord, be with me at the feaſt impending ! Inno- 
cence hard to be maintained there, though a ſecret hope of 
ſome degree of reſolution, 

The body of charity is daily before me in my profeſſion ; 
Lord, give the ſpirit of it, and an equal pleaſure in ſerying 
the poor as the rich. | * 

15. How doſt thou keep thy yow ? 

Anſw. But poorly. | 

16. God opened a way to deal with play-haunters in a 
ſocial capacity; but, O the deadnefs of our ſpiritual ſocio's. 

At a ſilent meeting. O the plague of my own ferocity ! 
Lord, I will importune thee ene it, according to thy 
own precept on being inſtant in prayer | 


—_ 


\ 


* 
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I have fed on the tree of knowledge too much, on that of 


life too little; on corporeal medicine too much, an mental 
too little; behold, I turn about; Lord, help 

Read Cicero, Of old Age. Proſecuted an exhortation or 
addreſs to libertines, alias captives, among the people of my 
community, 2/7 3 
17. O, how complaiſant to the foibles of men for the ſake 
of outward advantage] But, O, how little to the foibles of 
thoſe from whom nothing of this kind is expected! and 
eſpecially ſuch as are under my power 
Lord, correct my vileneſs, and give a little of thy love, 
thou God of love ! 

A little ſcolding, with too much emotion. | 
18. Cicero the Heathen beyond me in the government of 
paſſion. Shall not the Heathens riſe up in judgment againft 
me? O, how little effect has the belief of futurity 

Bodily infirmity will not permit me to attend meetings as 
formerly. | | 

19. Lord, raiſe to a more ardent purſuit of the ſpiritual 
than of the natural medicine! as the firſt reſpects the welfare 
of the immortal part, the laſt only of that which is devoted 
to corruption by the fall. 8 

20. Faſted on bread and water, with delight. ) 

21. Sol. I have deen putting the cart (7. e. the body) 
before the horſe (7. e. the foul) all my life; but God is 
turning me about ſince my laſt ſignal viſitation : adored be 
his mercy and goodneſs unutterable | _ 

Struggled to get to meeting, which to me proved a bar- 
ren one, : ; | 

Sol. In the peruſal of medical tracts I have been too 
credulous, and too fond of novelty. 

22. Be no longer quick, but flow, to anger; this being 
one of the amiable characters of the Divine Being. 

Newſpapers are, in a great meaſure, hiſtories of deaths of 
ſome of my acquaintance. - 51 

Soliloquy and Vow. O the yehemence with which I pur- 


ſued nature! I will now purſue grace, particularly meekneſs 


and temperance, with the ſame vehemence. Lord, enable 
to fulfil this engagement, and to ſlacken that vehemence 
which has nature for its object. ; 
A littſe ruffled on provocation, - though but little eruption 
in words, ; . q | 
The Lord is bountiful to me an unworthy ſinner, ftill 
wooing by the tender ſolicitations of his love. : 
VF , | 23; Sol. 


* 
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23. Sol. Remember the parable of the merchant ſeeki 
goodly pearls: and O, the pearl of meekneſs ! but than | 
wilt never get it without greater ardour of prayer, and vigi- 
lance alſo, than thou haſt yet exerciſed. — awake 

Some ardency in prayer againſt ferocity; but nature ſtill 
recoils: be therefore inſtant in prayer, both in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, and in vigilance, | 

24. Lord, be preſent in the moment of temptation | Ate 

too much. Was too croſs, | 

25. Lord, thy law is holy, juſt, and good, and hath our 
22 happineſs for its end | Shall I then not purſue it 

atly | | 

Weak and croſs ſtill, to my own trouble and that of thoſe 
about me: Lord, help | 

26. I feaſted pretty moderately; but with this notable 
difference in ſolitary and ſocial eating, that in the laſt I eat 
more 8 — —_ oh 

27. ou who art a conſumin lay my defire to 
hee eat and drink |! COPY 

28. A ſilent meeting. Perhaps a time of ſcarcity is as 
2 the ſpicitual as the natural cxconomy : we had 
plenty formerly, and ſeem to be never eaſy, full or faſting : 
however, it was a good time to me, being favoured with a 
ſweet ſenſation of the prefereace of ſpiritual to natural 


knowledge, | 
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I. The faſting preſcribed by the ancient phyſicians far 
exceeds any of ours, either temporally or ſpiritually inſtituted. 

2, I bleſs thy goodneſs, Lord, that amidſt many weak- 
neſſes and fins of mine, thou haſt ſanctiſied my leiſure : 
Lord, now ſanctify it, and cleanſe from all alloys, particularly 
of ferocity and intemiperance | | 

I praiſe thee, Lord, who haſt raiſed my ſoul to a concern 

ſuperior to that of the medicine of the body, even that f 
the mind, both in myſelf and others: increaſe the little 
ſpark into a flame. 

A ſilent meeting: Lord, draw to greater degrees of pu- 
rity, and to a more conſiſtent conduct as a ſcribe ! 

5, Among the children I broke the ice, bleſſed be the 
Lord ! it bordered near upon preaching, There was a ſecret 
hope, that this example may be a means of bringing others 
forward, now in the preſent famine of the word, 

6. O, 


= 


13. A little anger, inordinate. 
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6. O, how ſlow of growth]! How many ſtriplings before 
thee! Lord, grant ties the advance may be — ! 2 
- Surely, God ſpeaketh to us of this ſociety, and faith, 
« Grandeur is not fit for you, even by the repeated in- 
ſtances of its fall; and laying our honour in the duſt, 
7. Lord, ſlay the luſt of meat and drink, and the perver- 
ſion of means for ends. O let the fire burn 


At a ſilent meeting An earneſt hunger for a ſolid growth 


in moderation, A clear evidence, that natural knowledge 

is but dung compared to the ſpiritual ; and the doctrine of 

bodily | ſweeteners and correctors, of far leſs im 

than that of the operation of the ſpirit, analogous to thoſe 
ings in nature. | 

Sol. Poyerty impends on us; but even ſo, perhaps, is 
beſt in the language and judgment of the ſpirit. For, have 
we not abuſed riches ? What then, if the occaſions of luxury 
be taken away, cannot grace make a virtue of neceflity ? 
8. A ſudden eruption of ferocity. 

9. I truſt I have one ſign of ſpiritual health, i. e. a good 
appetite or hunger after righteouſneſs, \ 

Sol. This is really the autumn of my life, and, bleſſed 
be Ged ! analogous, in a good degree, to that in nature, 
via. A time for gathering in, and collecting for private and 
publick uſe, the acquiſitions of youth and age. | 

14. At a ſilent meeting, this precious illumination, « Days 
without number have I dolized natural knowledge, in pur- 
ſuing it as the chief good, which it is not ;” a truth I was 
never thoroughly-enlightened in, till I lately read Meflrs. du 
Port-royal ; ſo dwarfiſh have I been! Great humiliation 


hence. | 


Sol, The meaneſt place, drink, meat, apparel, furniture, 
good enough for me: whence then anxiety about fees ! It 
were no matter if I were reduced to poverty. 

« Seek firſt the kingdom of heaven,” ſtrongly impreſſed, 
viz. Firſt in time, and firſt in affection. 

15. Sol. Strong tokens of a decay in the ſociety appear; 


Lord, grant me faithfulneſs in this arduous time! 


15 and 16, The clouds are withheld, : 
Some little buildings of a regenerate ſpirit appear: but Q, 


too little ! Lord, cheriſh ! | 


At a filent meeting All this ſilence, dull as it is, is ſtill 


- preferable to many empty, noiſy appearances which for merly 


infeſted. | 
17. Frappiſh, unrighteouſly, twice this morning, 
| Reteived | 


* 
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Received one worldly viſit, and paid two ſpiritual, | 

18. On giving up the office of “ overſeers, a degree of 
zeal, courage, and honeſty. The preſent times will hardly 
admit of the continuance of that office, | 

19. A fine opportunity for the exerciſe of charity in my 
role Bon: Lord, give an increaſe of this Chriſtian grace ! 
for, I am a little ſnappiſh to the poor, when they do not 
come in my own time, | 

O for the diſpoſition of the merchant in the le, ſeck- 
ing goodly pearls, and ſelling all that he had to purchaſe 
the field! O my dullneſs, fluggiſhneſs, and weakneſs ! 

Sol. Seek with ſuperior ardour, a remedy for the weak 
Rate of thy mind, than thou wouldeſt do the cure of a para- 
Iytick limb: but, O how ſhort of this ; 
20. A blefled repaſt of bread and water for dinner: 3 
ſovereign cure for indigeſtion, and no danger of a debauch. 

Saw great ſuperfluity in my purchaſe of books never read. 

Sol. My mind much employed in ſorrowful revolvings on 
the preſent poverty outward— What will become of us: 

Anſw. Some extravagancies will be left off by neceſſity, 
which were not by choice: for luxury had aſſuredly poiſoned 
all ranks of men, even down to. the whiſkey-drinker in the 
- kennel, 

O © for the funds of patience, of love, and charity, for the 
uſe of the trying times approaching! They will be much 
wanted, | 

24. On alittle negle& and injuſtice fretted too much, for 
want of bridling the firſt motions. a 

25. Faſted, meo more, on account of indigeſtion and 


ipes. 
28 Faſted again. 
|  Unrighteous contempt from a patient, now and lately 
borne pretty quietly. , | 
27. Sol. Night advances with rapid ftrides : therefore riſe 
earlier than ſeven. | | 
Lord, give more meekneſs: I would purchaſe it at the 
loſs of natural wiſdom. ; | 
O my ſoul! learn to worſhip the Lord in the ſtorm as 
well as the calm, for the firſt, alio, is not without him; and, 
Lord, help, leſt I periſh. avs 
I will praiſe the Lord for my moſt happy tranquillity ; the 
ſweet effects whereof, in meditations and forecaſts, both 


natural and ſpiritual, daily appear. 5 


See page 17. 
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28.0 for more meekneſs and more moderation and an 
advance, though but of one ſtep of the ladder ! 
209. Sol. O that m progreſs may bear ſome proportion 
to the opportunities afford 

In a religious conference, a ally of paſſion in a good 
cauſe, yet not to be juſtified. 
0 A 2 day, in a ſeries of events agreeable to my 


[ 


: Fouxrn MonTH, 1755. 

1. P. I. an elder, rebuked well, and with authority, the 
elders in the vineyard. 

2. God was with me in the hurry to-day: I will and 
_ gry him more cloſely, and yield to his drawings. 

A charming account of the five Indian nations in 
Par ſu ported and maintained by principles of honour, 
and not profit, in the London Magazine, Feb. 1755. 

_- Thoſe Indians have one notable inſtance of dominion over 
appetite, -viz. They have all kinds of food in equal eſteem, 
deeming it womanith to have any delicacy in the choice ot 

N they ſurpaſs us, though ſome little barbarity 
eee prevails among them: but ſurely in this and other 
caſes the Heathens ſhall riſe up in judgment againſt us 
Chriſtians. 

4. This is not thy reſt; but a ſtate of imperfection, 
groaning, and temptations, with a ground of hope of a yay 
| ſtate hereafter, 

A notable event, and ſignal inſtance of our ſpiritual decay: 
an elder, on the brink of eternity, offering his ſervice, viz. 
To proceed on the religious viſit to the families, could get 
none to go with him: I therefore went * offered my 
aſſi ſtance. 

5. My ſervant does that for intereſt (viz. exerciſes a 
complaiſance to me under my follies) which grace hath not 
yet effected i in me. 

6. refuſes to be viſited: dull times: undoubtedly 
divine wrath impends. 
An humble hope that I was regenerated at the time of 

my viſion. A. D. 1754. 
Sol. Avoid muſick in ſpiritual ſoliloquies. | 

7. O my intemperance and fierceneſs] Fire of the Lord 
burn ! Even as the hoops are bended ho the painful opera- 

tion 


= 


tion of the fire, even ſo let my will be bended to a confor- 
N . Sl. When Jad on 0 for the remaining b 
hen ou a tear 
besen ty, and other relicks of 2 
want cv hard and got to the youth's meeting, 
rritated too much on an unſeaſonable . 
Opened the viſit, with an elder, to ſome fatisfaQtion. | 
11. O the awful poſt of a viſitor ! Lord, give a ſuitable 
conduct on all occaſions at home 
Somewhat of a ſpiritual ſtupidity in too little uneaſineſs at 
being belated at meeting. 
iſit to play-haunters in concert. 
On the viſit, and at the youth's meeting, I find here is a 
ſpiritual ſeed * alive, although but in few. - 
13. At a ſilent 2 A mournful ſenſe that old Adam 
is yet alive in native, and as yet, unſubdued ferocity. 
- Sol. In conflicts with me world's ſpirit and ways, the 
defect is truly want of coura Lord, give me the ® ſapere 
aude; broached even by a eathen! 
Abſtained from fleſh, 
15. A diſmal men's meeting, viz, Ona neceſſarily labo- 
rious meeting ſeveral ran away. 
186, 17, 18, 19, 20, and a1. At the quarterly-meeting, 
fat among the miniſters and elders ; a high honour. - The 
meeting was to — and the expediency of eh meet=- 
ings clearly appeared. 
Some conſolations in the ſubſequent meetings. 
Ibid. A ſtrong impreſſion of the tranſitorineſs of our * 
as in the progr * Tm. of a journey. 
God is ſenſibly weaning from the breaſts of this world. 
A ſenſible = great injury by running yo converſation - 
preſently after meeting 
22. O, how — in — The ſpirit of the 
world reigns in drinking more than is expedient: Lord, lead 
out of 55 leaſt ſins, — increaſe my — [ 
23. Fawning to rs, inſulting to inferiors : Lord, 
cleanſe from this baſeneſs 8 
Accounts received, agree in the declenſion of miniſters 
and elders; even in both nations: Lord grant I may not 
make one among them, and periſh among hypocrites! 
24. Mattin ſpent in church viſits to > Fig ptr We 
have ſounded the alarm as ene not altogether dumb, 
bleſſed be the Lord! 


* Dare to be wiſe. | 
25, 0 
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25, © bleſſed ight, hatin the midſt of famine knows 
no want! But, 

O ſor more meekneſs at home 

Abſtained from fleſh, 5 

26. On review of my regiſtry : 3 moſt other faults 
are mended; quickneſs to anger remains: Lord, help ! 

27. An humbling time: through all my life the bake hath 
been purſued chiefly, whilſt the foul was Go much neglected. 
The meaneſt accommodatiens are too good for me. I will 
give way to this humbling conſide ration. 

A ſilent meeting, though two ſtrangers preſent : thus God | 
withholds the rain. 

28. Sol. Thou who haſt given the fatneſs of the WY 
give the dew of heaven, even love, in a higher degree, and 
more meekneſs and temperance ! riches as much ſuperior to 
the other, as heaven is above earth. 

29. Lord, plant thy mortifying fear in my heart, to . 
ſerve from wrath and gluttony 

Social viſits to two play-haunters. 

30. At national meeting: blefſed be the Lord |! who has 
lengthened my days, and 9 er me among my betters, even 
in a ſele& meeting; an awful, dreadful 2 even that 
of a ſpiritual watchman : Lord, give me to occupy it wor- 
thily ! and enable me to attain to that high authority of 
ſaying, „Follow me as I follow Chriſt,” 

Some young flips appear in our ſpiritual huſbandry, to 
comfort. 


Firrn MonTH, 1755. 


1. Dinnet abroad hurted the ſubſequent meeting. Surely 
here the friendſhip of this world is enmity with God. 
Too much converſation hindered my chewing the cud. 
2. Truth triumphant in the miniſtry, and the glory of 
filent meetings was diſplayed. 
Some ſecret footſteps of pride appear in ſilence, being felt 
as 2 croſs : Lord, deſtroy it 
go experience, "talking after meeting is deſtructive of the 
good impreſſions received there. 
Sol. Lord, canſt not thou do that for us, and for me, 
in this day of proſperity and tranquillity, which thou didſt for 
our fathers in the day of adverſity ? 
Anſw. All thy failures and ſins are for want of faith in the 


Dein * 
2 | | Yet 


. . 
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Vet a little bondage to the world's ſpirit is a ſuperfluous 


An eminent miniſter acknowledges his error in the exerciſe 
of his gift; and, another ſenior, aged above eighty, declares 
he has ſtill a warfare, _ , 

6. The Lord hath, within about theſe two yeats, opened 


to my view a New Scene, even of glory and immortality ; 


of ſpirituality, as above temporality. He indeed ſuffered me 


many years to go on in nature, with an upright intention, in 
which I ſerved mankind faithfully, though with many weak - 
neſſes and ſome ſins (Lord, pardon). But now he calls to 
grace extraordinary, and an expeditious 2 7. 5 for 
another country. O the depth ot the bounty of Providence, 
in thus waiting to be gracious | 

At meeting. Of what ſpirit art thou, does the earthly or 
heavenly predominate ? US, | 

J. S's hiſtory of his convincement in ſilence, and its effi- 
cacy without inſtrumental means. : 

7. Flatulent and croſs on a flight occafion, even after a 
meeting—where, an uſeful obſervation, that ſervants and 


children are quick to diſcern our faults; and example is more 


powerful than precept. | 
8. A provocation from a ſcrvant : it is not my own fault: 


why then am I diſquieted ? 


. At meeting, a good time, but I not weighty enough ; 
and, moreover was hurted by unſeaſonably ſupervening church 
buſineſs. ; 

Feaſted to the utmoſt extent of Chriſtian liberty. 

11. Lay in bed till eight. Indolence creeps on: ſhake 
it off, and riſe as early this (being firit-day) as other morn+ 
ings, for thy ſoul's fake. 

ol. O, what ſtudy, what liberality in expences, what 
converſation and — what travels, what experi- 
ments and reiterations of experiments, what copyings, re- 
viewings, and gleanings, and yet all centering in the mere 
body ? But now opens the New Scene, even of grace in the 
Chriſtian ſcheme : ſee and purſue it with equal, nay ſuperior 


ardour |! 


Reviewed our addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, and ſtood 
advocate for a conſiſtent plainneſs. | 

12. Feaſted beyond ftrict bounds, eſpecially the church 
appointment conſidered, being not quite clear in the head. 

13. A memorable day: the meeting for worſhip held till 
almoſt two, and the meeting for buſineſs adjourned to ten 


in the morning. 
| Sol. 


"1 
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Sol. My autumti or harveſt is come: I am not now 
launching out; but, bleſſed be the Lord ! collecting and 
diſpoſing of my former labours, I truſt, according to nature 
and reaſon: and now, O Lord, have mercy on my ſoul, and 
pity and correct its weakneſſes (1-4 

16. Sol. 1. Now I believe that death is at hand, and now 
J will haſten to prepare for it; ſo help me, O God! 4. 

Sol. 2. Lord, wilt thou accept of this heel of my evenin 
in the New Scene, which by thy light thou haſt, this ſec 
year, _ to me, and eſtabliſh me in meekneſs and tem- 

nce ' 
This day, chatting and temporal buſineſs hurt the divins 
impreſſion received at the meeting- | 
17. Moderation upon principle, a clear corollary from 
this tranſient ſtate paſſing away as a ſhadow. Why then 
ſometimes ſo diſquieted ? Lord, help 


15. Surely, Lord, thou art more than a thouſand witneſſes 


in reſpe& to every ſin. | ; 
A ſweet renewal of the ſenſe of victory obtained on the day 


of my eſpouſals, and deſire of the continuance thereof. 
I I will importune thee, Lord, for meekneſs and temperance : 
O be thou my dread ! I will ſeek for this wiſdom as for hid- 
den treaſure: O for example and conduct agreeable here- 
unto, which would give weight to admonitions |! | 
A precious meeting, though ſilent, and attended with hu- 
miliation, under a ſenſe of God's great bounty in the ſingular 
advantages and opportunities afforded me, and my barren- 
neſs under them. © Þ bigs 7 
22. Hurries and interruptions to good works iri nature 
and grace, ſo that I had only ſcraps of time to devote. 
23. A laborious day. Role ia the country at four. 
Very impatient on my ſervant's ſickneſs at a critical time. 
Jogged the viſit to families, reſolving to finiſh it, God wil 
ling, previous to natural affairs: the time calls not for 
| loitering (as is the preſent caſe) but — in the ſervice. 
A viſit, in conſort, to one guilty of paying tithes, and 
haunting plays, where ignorance and contempt of advice 
ſeemed to appear; however truth prevailed in the mouths of 
three to one. 1 | by . 
Choler reigned in the morning. ä r 
25. Remember well, and bear in mind, this life is ſentenced 
to troubles of various kinds, and ſo do thou expect and pre- 
. pare for them 2 
Another viſit to a payer of tithes: he hath no ſenſe of the 


fpirit of our anceſtors; and, moreover, the unſanctified _ 
| | 0 


A emtruat biafly. 33 


of ſome of theſe render it vain to expect a Chriſtian teſtimony 
to be maintained by ſuch: ſo that we are ſowing among 
thorns. | | 

My paſſion, on divers; if not moſt, rencounters, owing to 
icon of the cauſe of the croſs event. 

27. Diſcharged my conſcience in regard to a ſuceeſſion of 
overſeers 3 but in vain, 

30. Quick to anger. O; how flight and quite incon- 
ſiderable my troubles j and yet, how affecting ſometimes ! 
O my weakneſs! I will deſpiſe myſelf more than others, 
becauſe I know myſelf better than I do them. 

31: O my doggedneſs, naked and bare before thee, Lord, 
who art more than a thouſand witnefles ! Lord; awaken my 
ſorrow for this ſin, and withhold not the fire. 

A ſudden tranſport of paſſion, 


SixTH MonTtt, 1585! 


t. A lively ſenſe of the vaſt and unmerited love and boun 
of God to me; with ſupplication for humiliation; ſo that 
may receive evil as well as gobd (as I well deſerve and muſt 
undergo) cheerfully, as an obedient child. | 
2. An additional fund to humility is the conſideration of 
thy own frailty, mortality, and fins. | 
3. A hurry of eleven patients abſotbed both meeting and 
martin 
4. On occaſion of ſchool· meeting; ſaw my dwarfiſhneſs 
in regard to exhortation and prayer, without the help of books 
or of men; Lord, bting forward to this ſtate of manhood [ 

A black evening: a fit of downright anger on 2 ſup- 
injury; and for want of timely ing, it proceeded. 


6. rh O that I had but an equal ſenſe of my own treſ- 
1 God and man, as of thoſe againſt myſelf. I 
ve aſſuredly deſerved the injury done me. 

At meeting The Lord hath left me ſometimes to myſelf, 
whence I ſee my exceeding weakneſs. Are all my prayers 
in vain? I am not earneſt enough. Lord, forfake me not; 
but cleanſe me quiekly before I go hence 

8. O the frequent violations of the holy teſtimony com- 
mitted to me, chiefly in drinking ! and O the injuries done 
in a diſproportionate refentment to my ſervant !—more mate- 


rials for humiliation towards God and man. 4 
0 . t 
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” At meeting—On occaſion of the laſt-mentioned ſin of un- 
tighiegus anger —Lord, belp, or I periſh, as Peter in the 
Water ; | ty 
' If God ſhould deprive: me of the proyocatives to luxu 
: and pomp, it would be no loſs to the inner man, The 
f 5 are leſs bad by the withdrawing of riches. 

O the miſeries of ſome of our poor, ſome riſing now at 
three in the morning, ſome trave ing in the night! What 
am I, to be ſo far otherwiſe indulged 

10. Men's meeting very dull : Nittle oſpel. 

11. * Principiis. ob/ta, on attacks of anger: others have 
teal cauſes of forrow, thine imaginary. Bile, animated by 
the dark power, prevailed, 

12. Sol. O my dwarfiſhneſs, in proportion to m - 
tunities ] Is not the Devil of hell at my right Elſe 
my ſhortneſſes ſeem unaccountable. 

: 3 Doth the Lord draw in vain ? Will he not fatisfy 

_ that _ after righteouſneſs which he hath begotten ? 
14. Vexed ſorely and inordinately by a call on a hot day: 
Lord, pity my weakneſs ! e 

17. Lord, canſt not thou do for me in proſperity, what 
thou haſt done for others in their adverſity or poverty; even 
- render ſubmiſſive, leſs croſs, not ſnappiſh 3 but obſequious by 
2 they by want? + Hic labor, boc opus ; I truſt ſome 
nt aniwer. ö 
At —— I am abſolutely lifted under the banner by 
a ſolemn profeſſion, even under my hand: hence awf 
leſt mne conduct ſhould not prove anſwerable. |. 
Feaſted. and refreſhed. | TY 
20. A church · viſit to a tithe-payer, to very little effect. 
18 21. O the ſweet tranquillity of the country retreat! 
*% Hep in the morning : what ſhall I do to be delivered ! 
FF 22. Met with a rival in fame, on the ſubject of waters; 
whereof I have ſince ſeen the benefit. | 
Dog ſticks. N \ 
25. Ever prone to earthly things ! A 
Sol. + Sparſe coegi in nature, and am now doing ſo in 
grace, bleſſed be God ! 12 ‚ 
A laborious viſiting day, the ſubject of one of which viſits 
was an obdurate offender, and impenetrable. 


> © Withſand the ficſt motions. 
| This is my labour, this my chief concern. 
I have collected things diſperſed. 


: 4 : 
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27. A ſight of the imperfeQion of our ſtate here, in va- 
rious trials, dangers, and weakneſſes ; and an humble hope in 
death „ {o— be prkh et te to a far better life. 

29. An eccleſiaſtical and a civil viſit performed. | 
. Feaſted innocently; * 


grvrwrR MonTH, 1755. 


1. Sol. Yeſterday's converſe with a brother turned all 
upon medielne for the body, not on the mind: Lord, help 
my barrenneſs, childiſhneſs, and weakneſs. 7 80 

Contempt from a patient, and pretty calm under it. 

A grateful piece bf fpiritual news from London: 

men or ſtriplings in ſpirituals are ſpeaking their experiences 
3. A lively;” awakening ſenſe of the proximity of death; 
even * the moſt ſanguine calculation, with proper conſe- 
uences. | 

1 6. A letter from a ſpiritual correſpondent, who is bettet 

than I, particularly in his example in his own family, 

F. God hath brought to the eve of my annivetſary, bes 

cauſe his compaſſions fail not. Mics | 5 | 

81 Opens my anniverſary ſwlemnity. 


Tur LIGHT SIDE; 


Having laid aſide all but neceſſary buſineſs; the quety 
How bal thou kept thy vow ? | | w— 

Anſw. I humbly hope, generally well; yet not without 
imperfection; weakneſs, and fin. 1 22 
My viſion; now a year old; bears the review : a wonder- 
ful ſeries of events truly, and fuch as is very engaging. 

Light, truth, and love; are breaking forth: my ſoul, 
awake to receive the impreffion ! and as thou art fairly liſted, 
purſue with equal labour, reading; travels, expences, cor- 
reſpondencies, and conſultations, to help and heal the weak- 
nelies and diſeaſes of the mind, as thou haſt thoſe of the body. 


—_ 


17 1 This tefets to # remarkable viſſtation the author was favoured wich 
An account of Which has been found among his papers. 
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: | THE DARK SIDE. . ä 
3 © From, this very epochs, Lord, grant me the putting off 
of og rcp neu rr op aſs through dea 8 


_ thou didſt on this memorable day of my ſpiritual eſpouſals; 
a day to me far more memorable that of the battle of the 
* * : give alſo a more perfeMtemperance ! O my barren- 

in the ſpiritual cxconomy in my family I I aſpire after the 
Example of my new correſpondent. | 


9. Sol. My tate is that of a weak infant that cannot go 
without 2 : yet, bore a diſappointment without tranſ- 
port of 1 thank God, 

10. Too late at meeting this day in God's eſtimation, 
though not in man's. | ry 
12, Father, teach ſubmiſſion to thy will in croſs events, 
as becometh thy child! | | = 
Sol. The metaphorical rickets, a real malady of the ſoul 
. analogous to that of the body, viz. A counſellor's head (rich 
rr om a ſucking i $ limbs (in practice). Lord, 
engthen * { 

13. A bleſſed time at meeting: I am more profeſſedly, 
and more ſolemnly liſted than any one here, even in my ſu- 
perlatively publick profeſſion given under my hand. | 

I tremble a little at the thoughts of being prior, and more, 
in words than in life. Lord, help, and give fincerity ! 

15. O ſweet ſolitude, thou avenue of truth, prudence, and 
forecaſt, temporal and ſpiritual ! E114 

A bleſſed filent meeting: I will fell all to . the 
pearl, even give up every engagement not indiſpenſable, in 
order to celebrate my morning and evening ſacrifice. . 
Sol. Fhe fruits of the earth are all ripening; but thoſe 
A e man are all late and ſtunted: I will lie open to 
the ſun to be meliorated, 8 | 
It is clear there muſt be a better ſtate in futurity ; for this 
is a ſtate of great imperfeCtion, a ſtate of fighting, watching, 
doubting, longing, and ſighing. #266 
On a review of my ſpiritual regiſtry, the reſult is, that 
out of four, three capital ſnares are in a great meaſure de- 
ſtroyed, viz. Drinking, ſmoking; and ſtudying ; but anger 
unſanctified remains: Lord, weaken it, and introduce pa- 
tience and meekneſs! _ | N 
: 16. Dogged: Ate too much. 
, Sol. Is it not a ſtrange thing, that, amidſt all this multi- 
| ITT Rnay ark... 
| | 18. t 


- 


thy fire, and haſten my purgation |! 
by the concurrent teſtimony of a miniſter, that theſe infir- 
mities, or ſins rather, are common to men, even to thoſs 
far advanced in the Chriſtian race, 


7 
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18. At meeting—Lore thy neighbour as thyſelf, vis. 
His body and foul ; O, how Card thy law! Ig 

I had another fine ſpiritual impreſſion; but it was joſtled 
out by church-buſineſs, as it often happens, 


20, At meeting—Yet quick to * : Loos ad _ 
nd here, ano, ä 


I fear I ſhall be numbered among hypocrites as a ſcribe. 


21. Dogged in the morning. 


22. Twelve patients abſorbed religious duties, which I was 


forry for, knowing that ſpirituals are above temporals, 


23. Told a lie in haſte, ; 
24. Lord, give to ſpeak in ſincerity on every occaſion, 


great and ſmall ! « Thy will be done! 


O for an eſtabliſhment in meekneſs, in the room of fierce- 


neſs ! Lord, I will follow thy drawings | 


O that the holy, ſpiritual, real ſweetening may be witneſſed, 


even as much more valuable than the 1 acids by 
alkalies, as the ſoul is more excellent than the 


[ 
Lord, flay the inordinate love of natural ftu ies! the 


2 rather as thou haſt ſaid, No man can ſerve two maſters ; '* 


and, ſurely, natural ſtudies have had the pre-eminence : be- 
hold, Lord, I turn about and yield to thy drawings! _ 
25. At meeting—A bleſſed and ſomewhat melting time, 
to a religious influence of my conduct in my family. 
f — At meeting The expreſſions in the yearly- m 
iſtle, 


« Telling experiences in our families,” ied wi 


a query, What make the barren ſoil fruitful ? The 
anſwer was, Burning, Lord, be it to? Then Satan way 
at my right hand tempting to pride. | 
Dr. Davis, another brother, dead, | 


29- Reſolved daily to open the day with a ſhort retirement 


in mental prayer, at- leaſt, with my ſervant, which God 
ſtrengthened -me to accompliſh, — 
mouth a little in counſel. 


ſametimes opened my 
30. Dr. Taafe deceaſed, 


Eranty Moxrn, 1758. ; 
1. Humbled under the conſideration that I have, days with- 


out number, violated the holy teſtimony, it being devoted, "Y 
it were, wholly to nature, 


03 2. Qu 
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of James Nayler—Lord, give 


.2- Qn reading a X 
2 irit! He preſſes to the ſtature of manhood and ful- 
nels in Grid. „Nights of watching and days of mournin 
paſt trangreſſions, 44 he. O my deficiency in fuch 
ings and mournings | Lord, lead on : for ſurely I muſt 
preſs forward in order to a total renovation, which is not the 
Work of a day, nor a week, nor a month, nor a year. 
Agood time at meeting; I humbly hope God is giving 
degree of faith, patience, and perſeverance in the 195 
warfare, and ſome little progreſs in the arduous path. O the 
time, pains, and expence devoted to natural knowledge | I 
will now, with the Lord's concurrence, turn about and pur- 
ue, with equal or ſyperior zeal, the ſpiritual ; and particu- 
ly the gift of meeknels,  _ 2 
Choler in the evening. | 
5. A ſmart reſentment, on ſuſpicion of purloining in a ſer. 
yaat ;- but, on ſearch, it did not appear. SENT Gf x 
6. Attended the ſchool- meeting, where G. H. well ob, 
rved, viz. * As family duties are too much neglected, ſuch 
r are more neceſſary for the information of the 
outh,”?, _ . 
: 8. My matin with my ſervant upheld, bleſſed be the 
Lord |. who alſo gives a 2 of courage and underſtanding, 
9. Thirteen patients ablorbed my matin. | | 
11. A, notable improvement on mineral waters by read - 
ing; which was followed by a jeu leſt nature ſhould pre- 
erate Over grace, even to the neglect of the ſpiritual heal- 
g waters, in regard to fiercenels. i 
"Sal. Though the outward man decays, the inward revives 


nd. gains ſtrength, bleſſed be the Lord's bounty l add the 
word of the ſpirit is ſevering from the inordinate love of 
ture : Lord, let it pierce effeQually Sn | 
13. On Ellis's hi wy of corallines, Lord, the earth and 
ſea are full of thy glory 14474 $8 * wh 
Oppreſſed with twelve patients abſorbing matins. 
An eccleſiaſtical viſit with diſappoinment and repulſe. 
15. Nine patients abſorbed matin and mecting. 
16. Sol. I' never yet broke my night's reſt for my fins, as 
r though once did on natural ſtudies : hence my dwarf - 
iſbneſs. _ ä 


A rencounter with a clamorous woman, on a patient dy- 


ing, and in dread of the mob; but was delivered, bleſſed be 
8 e * 
18. M. White, a pious young man, ſnatched away by 
death, in blooming youth, from an unworthy world. 
Nen „nne. 47 92 - | \ ww #o- Ws avs 4 „ 20. Ten 


7 


a err Dr wy. 


20. Ten patients and eleven viſits entirely abſorbed my 
matin, to my ſpiritual loſs, | 
21. A vexatious meſſage in yet weather, at which I re- 
pined ynrighteouſly. 
A righteous vexation at the interruption of my matins. | 
22. Lay late : ſtruggled hard for meeting, but could not 


go, nor celebrate my matin, . ten a ab * 
— abſent ; 


This is the fifth meeting I was 

innocently, as T hope. 
The before- named young man did frequently exhort until 
midnight: I am a Chriſtian of a lower key. 

23. Fretted on a ſmall occaſion, 

24. Lay late, to my ſpiritual loſs. 

Sol. Thirty-one long years have been given me here ; and 
yet I am a dwarf in ſpirituals. | 

Got to meeting with ſtruggle, where I almoſt deſpaired 
of overcoming my haſtinefs ; yet was ſupported by the pro- 
= of Chriſt himſelf, to them that hunger after righteouſe 

8. * 

+ Sufting et abſline, the two d points. 

Sol. If thou ſincerely love God, thou wilt preſs through the 


N crowd for matins. 


At evening- meeting my heart was warmed with a moſt 
lively ſenſe of the neceſſity of devoting more time to ſpirituals, 
when; hitherto, ſo much and more has been deyoted to mers 
tempo als, 

25: Lay late—Dagged : wo is me 

26. A good time at a meeting, and a profitable hint 
a miniſter, even that I muſt ſpeak my experience to my ſer- 
yants ; but, O my leannefs ! Lord, thou canft remove it in 
an inſtant, as thou didſt in the day of my eſpouſals, | 
168 impertinence from a patient borne tolerably, bleſſed 

27. The two principal exerciſes of my mind vented them- 
ſelves in theſe petitians ; Lord, deſtroy anger, and luſt of 
meat and drink beyoad their ends, . 4+ 
28. Sol. Drinking a drop more than for health, in com- 
plaiſance, is captivity to the world; from which, O Lord, 
deliver me hence forward ! | 

30. O my inſolence in haſtineſs, utterly unbecoming this 
profuſion of — I enjoy | Lord, remove it 


* Bear and forbear, | 
64 | Nuh 
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J. A nearer acceſs in ſupplication for an entire en 

2. Inappetent ; at ſchool- meeting, a miniſter wonders at 
the inactivity and ſilence of men enlightened, in a view of 
the preſne ſta of the church, and their eaſe under it. 

4. Sol. The Lord hath iven content ; he hath alſo ſet 
holy bounds to my ea ing, ſtudying, and practice. 
n OE N pri wy VI 
74 he re T ve mare p - 

ſure than the receiving one from the 9 985 
14 At mggting—A memorable illumination and holy dread, 
| nature preponderate over grace, and left “ "oy cannaft 
ſerve two 0 be applicable to me. 

4 - Adally word, and falſe to my ſervant. 
| the orlorn ſtate of the ſociety, with reſpect to an 
Stn miniſtry, viz. A med and a woman, our al- 
* — f f Sch of victory haſtineſs, 

on rink o r of v over haſtj 

5 the love of 2 d drink beyond their proper ends. 

9. A feaſt, indulged to the utmoſt limits, and protracted 
all? late at night, 
| A el time at the publick meeting; but the n work 
FE. am wh ſomewhat diſſipated it. 
13. 8 1 where 8 too late. 1 8 
» gow remote from the character xtus, 

W 7 thankful for 'indignities | Muſt Pe 
through the fire again ? Amen, Lord, if it be Ws will. 
1656. 1 fear too much fame; I ſeek it not; bat premedi- 

a ſhun it in my country lodging. 

uſy, yet calm day, bleſſed be od ! 
175 * reaps by my ſeryant's deafneſs : Lord, 


mitif 
14 Dined on bread and three glaſſes of wine, and a repaſt 
of a domeſtick tea. 

19. A ſilent meeting, but precious: grant I may return 
more meek, and more flow to anger, and lefs gluttonous, 
than I came | A dark Luciferian ſpirit, at my right hand, 
| promp pting to ſpiritual pride. 

| + + Blefled be 604 for my own deafneſs | a juſt puniſhment 

my impatience under my ſervant's. 

A luxurious dinner on potatoes, onions, and cauliflowers, 
and three glaſſes of wine, | : 
| Stood 
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Stood by and ſupported a virtuous, but weak brother, in 
a time of contempt. 4 

20. Dined on broth, this third da of my exerciſe of tem; 

rance in abſtaining from _ — was lehtſome on it. 

A little of a ſudden tranſport of anger. 

* 2x. val Q my * in converſation in ſpirituals 
Lord, fertilize it. 

A good time at meeting : a golden ſaying of a miniſter 
there: & An elder that not inſtruct his family in reli- 
gion is a lamp without oil.“ He doth not ſhine indeed. 

22, One of our principal miniſters in imminent danger: 

God is ſmiting the ſhepherds : a time of ſcattering ſeems to 
— Lon, preſerve my poor ſoul | ! 

23. A little anger an occaſion given. | 

24. Snappiſh on a call to a child, which, however, I 
anſweret, ' ; 

Read minutes to the young people ; but there ſeemed to 
be a total want of fathers to animate them. The elders, 
and their fpirit alſo, are withdrawn. Wo is me! Lord, 
_—_ — them in ſome degree, TOE OL 


Pe eaſted beyond bounds. 

26. Feaſted a ſecond time with little ſati:ſaction. 

27. Inappetent and morbidly peeviſh, with laſſitude and 
coldneſs. 

28. Roſe too late, 

At meeting —“ With ſtammering lips will I ſpeak to this 
people,” was amply verified; and why? Merely from the 
wer and prevalence of an earthly ſpirit : _ deliver my 
por from it, and place me among thy 

An ovexr-doſe of whiſkey. 

29. A dull, croſs, cholerick, fickiſh . 

30. No elders attend the ſelect · meeting: O our dulneſs ! 
Ho ſhall there be a ſucceſſion ? | 
Sol. Some of Horace's precepts ſhame us. 


Tzürn MonTH, 4755, 
2. Bleſſed be the God of nature ! I humbly hope, my oc- 


cupation is agreeable to his will, 
y tardineis fertile in ſcribal productions, and improve- 
ments on natural, moral, and ſpiritual ſubjedks. 


* Mark of the firſt day of the week. 
| | | 3- At 
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F At meeting, was inſtant in prayer. r 

ol. Miniſters neglect meetings of worſhip : e 
head is ſick : Lord, preſerve my poor ſoul in theſe ebbing 
times. 5 0 
4. Sol. An open heart to ſpend money and relax (fince 
my emerging from the jaws of death) for health, bleſſed be 
3 Anda tas-o/ nppy trentution ! 

- But, a daily ripeni a ha ion! 
* O how hard to — 12 — 2 [ 

Sol. At 2 a juſt ſenſe of the paſt pre» 
ponderancy of natural purſuits ;- Lord, I begrudge not the 
time devoted to the acquiſition of meck owneſs ta 

er, and temperance, 5 TN, N ; 
The meeting ſilent, with two ſtrangers. 

. A hard ruggle for meeting. Shan Eau 

bid. I will embrace weakneſs, faintneſs, and diſſolution, 
as my due; help me, O God! | 
Sol. Little unexpected croſs events chiefly vex, not great 


Ones. g | 
A holy vigil was exerciſed this evening, bleſſed be God! 
8. Publiſhed a paper againſt drinking whiſkey, humorous, 

on principle, . 

12. I had rather be a babe, or a. b. c. ſcholar in Chriſt's 

ſchool, than a doctor in the world's. | 

Every day convinces that a little is enough. | 

O, what an abundance of time on nature, and on the 
bodies of men, merely, on this day! n 

13. Eleven patients and not one fee, and my patience 
abuſed conſiderably : I muttered a little, I hope ſcarce un. 
righteouſly, | | 

The. Lord hath given, in degree, content with a little: 
may this diſpoſition be perfected ! 

| Riess the Lord, O my ſoul! for this day's chaſtiſement ; 
and, O for more patience and no ſnapping ' 

Sol. O, how poor is our ſpiriteal Fate here, \that ſcarce 
any but a foreigner can ſpeak to us in the Canaanitiſh lan- 
guage of Canaan! _ | 

14. Poor B. my old coajutor, ſeized with a paralytick 
ſtroke, an awakening * memento mori: Lord, ſanctify it! 

15. A ſudden difappointment not quite well ſuſtained. 

Feaſted rather beyond the holy bounds appointed by God 
unto me and all men, | 26 5: nach 


88 Remember thou muſt die. 


- 16, Ten 
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16. Ten patients abſorbed my matin; but I redeemed it 


in the evening. 
17. Lord, preſerve from exceſs of drinking ! 

4 buſy, yet calm day, bleſſed be God 

. Feaſted to the utmoſt extent of holy bounds, 

18, Feaſted as yeſterday. 

God had wounded us, as a ſociety, and taken away 
nat of our pillars, or chiefs. 
pertinent prayer for a ſupply of more labourers. 

Lon, deſtroy ff and give ineckueſs before I go 

nce 

Sol. Are ? I am more, viz, A writer: 
Lord, give aw 2 e 

A ſecret hope of ſome real progreſs, notwithſtanding 
tem tattons. 1 

orace has ſome admonitions worthy a Chriſtian. 

20. I am aſhamed of my bartenneſs, even my great ſpi- 
ritual barrenneſs in converlation, ; moſt THY my life. LI 
will humble my ſelf. 

21. A filent meeting, and profitable : an aſpiration from 
the ſlate of childhood and weakneſs to that of manhood in 
Chriſt, to which all things encourage. 

n from the world's ſpirit on the impending 
wit 

Dined on ſaffron-cake and tea. 

EX De — the feaſt abſorbed matin. wo 

egree of ſingularity and integrity was maintained a 
ar og men 2 
ic Nature gave way to grace this day. 

24. O the imperfections of this our ate | Surely, the 
other country mult be a better one; why then fo IF 
fond of this 1 

Vexation from ſervants, 

126. Lay a little 100 late for this day. - es cul, death 
is at the door, 

The love of drink, as drink, muſt be famiſhed: beware 
of ſpirituous liquors, 
O that the hammer and ſword may effect the grand work 
and, 1 ſpare not the fire 292 if necelſary to my pur- 

tion 
8 Cholerick. 

More in words than in life: Lord mend me | 

28. Feaſted rather beyond the holy bounds. 

29. Our trials are neither ſtocks, beatings, nor priſ 
þut alluring * from which, O Lord, deliver! 


3 At 
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4 At the province-meeting-—=We were juſtly repre- 
hended for our neglect of theſe meetings, and 110 . | 
who am greatly in arrear in theſe —— having done 
more than enough in naturals. | 
t. Diſmal is the religious ſtate of the fociety : at the 
national ſelect- meetmg no minifter from north nor ſouth : 
and well was it obſerved by an elder, © How can it be ex- 
pected that the people ſhould attend when the miniſters ſtay 
away?“ A clear revelation that I muſt exerciſe more ſpi- 
ritual induſtry in attendance on theſe ſervices : a poor ſacri- 
fice in this evening of the Gy, and it is well if God will 
„ e it is no hardſhip, but helpful to body and 


ELevexta MonTH, 1735. 


; 12. Lay too late for this day. ©, where is the holy 


watching 
4. Was ſenſible of the extreme lowneſs of my fpiritual 
fund, and begged an increaſe of it, which God was pleaſed 
to grant, | ' 2 
= No man can ſerve two maſters, was cloſely applied 
to me. | 


OP ge of two prophets, of our own growth 

raiſed up. n 

Awtul is my ſite as a writer, eſpecially, and as an aſſociate 

of the prophets : Lord, inſpire accordingly ! _ | 

_  Feaſted, beyond bounds, juſt before the ſelect meeting, 
which was harmonious, good, and edifying to unworthy 

me: O the mercy of God to ſinners |! | 

5. An impending feaſt : Lord; preſerve amidſt alluring 
3 Feaſted accordingly to the utmoſt extent of holy 

ounds. 1 

Detained from ſchool · meeting a quarter of an hour, from 
a cauſe not defenſible, though unknown to mortals. 

6. I will praiſe the Lord greatly that he has placed me 
among my betters : and, O my foul, awake to an improve. 
ment of this great bleſſing 

A feaſt again, to my burt-and ſome little grief. 

7. Dined on bread and water to cure crapula, - 

| 9. At meeting—humbled and mortiſied in a view of my 


imperfections. 
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9999 barrenneſs amidſt all, my opportu- 
nities ! What wonder then at the rawneſs of thoſe who are 
far from being thus favoured ? 4 FIT 

10. Poor mortals ! near half our time is ſpent in leep! 
How little time for ſpirituals | oo Sf 

13. Vexed at a ſervant; but the ſhall not riſe, I 
as inn at the peccadillos of 

rs > © | N 

14. Got to meeting with ſtruggle, where I was favoured 
with a precious illumination, viz, That the outward crea- 
tion is but an image of the inward : thus, whereas there is 
much ado in phyſick about corroboration, ſweetening, &c. 
all is perfectly applicable to the ſoul-maladies: ſo Lord, 
corroborate, that I may not on ſmall occaſions be diſ- 
compoſed | | 2 17.8 6 

| 16. A bleſſed time at evening- meeting. 

A notable epocha this: I have well-nigh finiſhed ſcrib- 
bling. I defire to give up my heart to God, as King, that 
he may reign over both Lucifer and Mammon. Surely, 

ight and truth are lovely, and nothing but worldly objects 
hinders loving and purſuing them. bn E | 

Spoke a few words at the cloſe of the meeting. 0 

One of our pillars begins to totter: it is beſt to fly home. 

17. I ſee the fin of my youth, via. Mere nature purſued 
in my ſtudies, and forgetfulneſs of God: means of a liveli- 
hood purſued firſt, and heaven little, or rather almoſt nothing 
thought of : yet the bounty of Providence remembered me 
at my firſt ſetting out in buſineſs, and gave me a natural 
diſpoſition unfavourable to vice. Earth has been firſt, and 
heaven laſt; but I turn about. 

18. A politico-moral paper on ſpirituous liquors: the in- 
efficacy of the goſpel conſidered—We run to politicks—An 
argument of the utter decay of Chriſtianity. | 

19. Feaſted beyond the holy bounds. | 

20. On reading the heads of ſelf- examination — How 
broad thy law ! Who freed from violating it, more or leſs ? 
Why then ſo fond of life ? 

21. At meeting—T will not eſtimate myſelf by the opi- 
— 2 men, but by thy judgments, and deſpiſe 
myſelf. | 

22. Faſted on bread, water, and two glaſſes of mead. 

Accompliſhed my matin, blefſed be the Lord | for, indeed, 
it is hard to get out of the briars. 

| 23. Lay too late for this day. Lord, I am very poor in 
thy holy preſence, | | 2 
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Sol. O, how backward to keep holy vigils ! when to 
pleaſe the world, 1 (deſpicable I) have often fat longer, and 
ſometimes ſacrificed ſome degree of health. 
Thus I ſelt a little of the Lord's fire, and could hardly 
bear myſelf ; but a little hope revived. 
- "Phe evening-meeting was alſo good==where, O my lean- 
neſs, and the. ſſowneſs of wy progres The Children of this 
world are wiſer than the children of light. | 
24. Feaſted to the utmoſt limits. | | 
27. An uake lately ſhook England, Portugal, Ire- 
land, Holland, Germany, France, &c. ET. Ae 
29. The medical proſeſſion exhibits ſtrongly the vanity 
= wickedneſs of the world, where the more work, the 
3. A holy vigil of half an hour, bleſſed be the Lord ! 


Tonen Mowrn, 1755. * g 
2/6 The day of the Lord is on pleaſant pictures,“ 


on natural ſtudies, weaning from the inordinate love thereof; 
as incroaching on the love due to my neighbour. 
We ſhould be able to ſay to children and ſervants, & Fol- 
low me as 1 follow Chriſt,” | 
3. The ſchool- meeting is deſerted by miniſters. 
Lord, ſanctify my ſtuckes, with a perpetual view to cha- 
riy, not oftentation ! | | | 8 
I have a great ſuperfluity of books. 15 
5. Feaſted to the utmoſt limits. | 4 
At meeting Will the Lord, indeed, accept of this heel 
of my evening: wy: | | | | 
Anſw. Not without redoubled virtue; for in the of 
ignorance, and even days without number, have I idolized 
nature ; but now grace muſt predominate, or I be loſt, 
6. Reflections on the earthquake, which was vaſtly, 
ſhockingly, extenſive. 1 | ok 
Thoſe that periſhed are gone but a little before thee; 
and 2 by a death not more painſul. See again the in- 
ability of worldly grandeur and riches A noble com- 
miſeration to the ſufferers, in George II. 
Learn to repine leſs at ſmall evils und flea-bites, thou 
Po Thus God fpeaketh der: O, mayeſt th 
hus eth once: twice + O, ou 
dread his voice 2 8 * 
| Exerciſed 


| 
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Exerciſed. half an hour's vigil on this ſolemn pecaſion. 
7. At meeting. Lord, I want more charity: I am 
quicker in my reſentment of the treſpaſſes of others againſt 
| 7 867 gr nee ra little beyond 
. On ſuſpicion of impoſition, anger 'a little 
yer mp Py too intenſe, and too long cong continued: 
d, pity: 
10. O the heighth of my profeſſions and vows ] and for a 
ſuitable conduct 
O, how prompt for a natural improvement; but leſs for 
the ſpiritual | Lord, raiſe up and quicken thy dormant ſeed ? 
A little vociferation to a ſervant. | | 
11. Feaſted with moderation. 
A ſweet old age, bleſſed be the Lord! 
12, G. H. has much more love than I. 
Lay a little too late, 
O for more meekneſs in my family 
Dined on bread and water. | | 2 
Sol. The work is good; but where are the men to do it? 
They are dead, and no ſucceſſors appear. See Ezek. xxii. 
30, 31. * | 
, hat miſeries daily among patients, and how little ſpt- 
ritual improvement thereof | 
O, how little converſation, among thoſe called Chriſtians, 
about Chriſtianity ? Earth engroſſes almoſt all. | 
An old acquaintance en: ſuch ſhalt thou ſhortly 


Some remains of doggiſhneſs on a call to a pauper; behold, 
I give it up: Lord, deſtroy it 
17. Lord, turn the malice and envy of yeſterday to thy 
glory, as one ſays, * Malice is a ſpur to virtue.” 5 "INS 
icious complaiſance, though in one ſolitary glaſs only. 
18. O my barrenneſs | | 
Feaſted with moderation. 
19. A ſilent, dry meeting, yet not unprofitable. 
Some little hopes of a real progreſſion. ; 
' 21, Anger, on importunate and ill-timed teazing for 
money, caſt a gloom on this whole day. 
». 22+ A vexatious day, partly from within, choler reigning, 
and partly from croſs accidents; not much eruptions, but 
unealineſs, very ſhort of taking all things equally, as Kempis 
deſcribes his ſaint. | 
24. Journey to quarterly meeting, with elevation of 
ſpirits on it, and my bodily ſtrength greater than I ——— 
ot 
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| Both in nature and grace I have been more in ſpeculatlon . 


than ice. 
O for the * lenior & melior fit accedente ſenectd of Horace ! 
25. A year of wonders, the banks failing, an earthquake; 


nnd our elders haſtening to eternity. 
When our friends are not divinely touched, they are the 


moſt lazy people in the world. The Papiſts ſpend daily an 
hour and an half: ours have little form, and often leſs power 
than form. a | 

26. At ſelect quarterly-meeting read my Addreſs to the 
Captives in ſpirit, with approbation. An awfulneſs and 
dread of my own conduct hence ſeizes : Lord, let it abide ! 

27. A good time under the miniſtry of a poor woman, 


ls with theſe awful words, „How is it with you? 


Are there ſome whoſe ſal vation is not begun?“ 
| 28, At our ſaid quarterly-meeting— Truth and the love 
of it prevailed among thoſe of low degree, unto whom was 
committed the diſpenſation of the heavenly treaſure, whilſt 
the rich are _ 1 | | 
29. Sol. Years almoſt without number have I neglected 
quarterly-meetings to my ſpiritual loſs. Lord, le ms 
ia ſome degree, to pay my arrears ! 
30. I ami openly and avowedly liſted with the brethren, 
2 more openly and avowedly than any man in the king; 
* ; N 


31. The Lord hath egregiouſly ſhaken, and is ſhaking, 
our eccleſiaſtical pillars, as well as the pillars of the earth. - 

Two glorious patients in Canaan's language, viz. Pau- 
pers: Lord, raiſe many thus to think and act o ſhalf 
pbyſick be an introduction to glory. | 


he year ended ſinfully, via. With enormous vexation 
willing occaſion | 


 FinsT MonTH, 1756. 


1. Feaſted to the utmoſt limits, | 

2. A hard ſtruggle for meeting which was profitable; 
exhibiting a clear viſion, vizs That although I be repulſed 
in my conflict with anger, I muſt continue inſtant in prayer, 


as in our Lord's ſimile of the importunate widow, 


\ 


—— — Doſt thou become 
Milder and better with advancing age ? 


Dr.” 
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Dr. T. aged near'eighty, carried off in a fever the ſeventh 
3. Lord, give the true ſpirit of charity in my exerciſe 


" 4. A r anſwer to a tolerably civil 1 
Baſe uſage from a patient; utterly unworthy of attend- 
ance=-l reſented it b 
| ja the — « ind; i in pain, in Igrioraciee, In pre- 
ce, on 
Awake, O my foul ! now thar Ob is ſhakin ing tetribiy the 
earth: and, Lord, leſſen my love of the world! 
by + Lying too long in bed diſconcerted the whole day. 
froppilh cholerick day. ? 
- Feaſted with the re phil 
o why am | _—_ more humbled 4 by the 6 457 views of 
mortality, diſeaſes, earthquakes, and my own infirmities ? 
Lord, improve theſe occaſions to me more effectually, pierce 
my heart with them, and give me a heart of fleſh.- 
8 ay wn lilent ; — not barren. 5p 
' inſolence ! What are my troubles compared tg 
Tal theirs at "Liſbon ? 7 
Poor mortal! near half my time is ſpent in ſleep ! 
| The day concluded badly in inorditiate paſſion on a ſudden 
N. B. This is mete pride in the root : Lord; deliver; 
— 5 I was led to a quarter of an hour's ſupernumerary 
, bleſſed be the Lord ! to profit. 
| y patience is exerciſed; and God ſhews the inſtability 
of the friendſhip of men, in two old ſtaunch friends deſerting 
me, in ſome meaſure, on a grand emergency. | 
| xr. Moderation, upon 3 is the word of the 
Lord: and he that is in Chriſt is a new creature. 
Queſt. How does this appear by my meekneſs; and abſo- 
Seeta Feit, oven of ty youth, wherein 
pene ritual r even of my you 
many chil duch weakneſſes, beſides corruptions, from ſome of 
which I humbly hope I am Celivered ; but muſt till fight 
againſt the enemies of my own houſe: - 
14. A letter from a brother, on the ntment of a faſt, 
on occaſion of the earthquake, by publick authority, in- 
 clining to obey the order; which I alſo ſeconded; having 
been led to humiliation on that occaſion previouſly to the 
15. ng — — 
e 8 1 n 
a 


— 


% œ .  & evintfual Dv. 


" two. notable fins; hath God hitherto preſerved and ſupported | 


me, and given ſpace » repent and grow m, and n 


| 16. Moderation, upon principle, i is the word of the Lord, 


continued. 
18; 1s-there no\balm in dhe foirit to heal my ferocity ? I 


have diſcovered bitumen in waters: is there _ analo- 


gous to it in the ſpirit? Iwill ſeek it, help me, O God! 
Sol. Is brother vile, and Dr. vile, and 
ſeryant vile? I enen vile in thy preſence, Lot Lord, 
on many occaſions. 
A bleſſed time at meeting: a review of inconſiſtency in 
ſuperfluous furniture, of books, drinking, reading largely 
on waters and Materia Medica. It is now time to make a 
retreat, as, bleſled be the Lord, I do in degree. Want 


alſo of more conſiſtency in howings thouing, and Lora of 


months and days. 

More ſevere on the offences of others than my oun turn 
* inwards hence forwards. 
6? 


view of my ſpiritual e the chef 
to the wheat, words and writing to the DOS to BO now 


| preſſed after. 1; & 
19. Feaſted beyond the boly Dante abet 
22. 1 confeſſed my fault to the individual I had offended 

againſt a precept of: 

Wen recited. 
. I rejoiced, with greater 7 that that of harveſt, at 

5 victory yeſterday ; 1a eſtabliſh my goings | 
117 Cooforence os any" hurt the Per N one r 


ye A raſh word, 
4 Dinner C1 > &- ( » BI 1% i 
e kh 1980) 
|  SeconD Mowrn, 1756. Vo; 


2˙ A iden, recoil, I doubt more than nervous on» fd- 
den attack from a pauper 
Lord, ſanctify the earthquakes, the political and ccclefiaſ- 


tical agitations, and frequent deaths, to a lively: r of ow 
vanit and uncertainty, of life! 


Belated at meeting, for want — 1 Fal 

Sol. Nothing wil make, malleable equal to the ſire, — 
narily; and fo ſuffering and affliction: indeed God can do it 
in proſpexity, but not without great vigilance: witneſs my 
feaſting to day, — the run view very ſober. 


| * 4 a 


the nenn me alſo ex- - 


| 
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Sal. 1 have negleRted duly to improve greater" ſight and 

7 than they had ho ed in the graxer by * 

N hard, and with difficulty” got to the ſchool- 

meeti 1 ſeems to be a ſpiritual bew bre true 
ic 


6. A faſt day i in publick : and I celebrated it in private, 
on principle. 3 

ord; cruci recoili infolent cit nigtifeted 
on ſmall e | 8 4 

Sol. The world hath ſeized our men one faithful, active 
woman. 

3 haſt quadrupled th outward mon ſee and 

* thy 1 ſtock. 4 1. Fi. , 

Still ſnappimm. C0 
At — ſenſe of Divine Gooddels drawing on to 
ſuperior degrees of purity, and dread of hypdcrify. 

Phyſick is leſs precious in my view, . for its object 
the — of the mortal body only: Lord, raiſe up to the 
v medicina mentis. 

At a filent-meeting—The power of neh threw a ſhade 
of contempt on this filence 3 but light aroſe; and a ſenſe that 
_ God'will by beyond all images and repreſentations, even 
beyond words, to the fubſtance, And fill to more ſilence. 

9. Roſe virtuouſly with the ſun, and did ſome church work. 
10. O for the ſpirit of the minutes now read! 

11, A ſpiritual viſit, long owed,” performed. 

13. A day of vexation and ſome brittleneſs: . $6110. 
| af to chaſtity, unrighteoufly attacked before the brethren 5 

a profeſſed brother, who is a 98 of reproof i 
beſtowed, via. Reproof for a of fanteriſm ;_'ind — 
ſyn = requital'by this flandering infmmuarion. "God, 

irit above him. 

IN 4 1 erciſed ſilence in regard to yeſterday's Aer; had 

eft x. man to the Lord's my owa having proved 

f | 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who: ve eben is? ne lest him: 
Fol. At meeting This awful ſilence does not ſuit carnal 
men: doubtleſs it will try many and ſeparate them. 
Young's Centaur not 8 bleſſed ſcraphick 1 
fortnance: blefſed be the Lord, who has given me — 
company : ſurely, his ſpirit ſhall bs diffuſed in England, and 
the publication bodes good. He . ek BO. and is A 


prop to a tottering ſtate. 
4 — - — 44 £ 


n e — of the foul. 2 
** D 2 D 16. Drink- 


U 
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16, Drinking beyond the holy bounds embitters my retro- | 
ian, and ſtains my virtues. 
Beware of blaſpheming in relation to the weather : a vul- 
ious practice. 
17 13 and without cauſe 
in the evening. 
18. Lord, correct my inſolence in impatience on ſmall 


occaſions ! 
nn 
to ored is s ! Draw me, 
1 fei Run ar des 
. infirmity. maſtered my patience-: I aſked his pardon, 
3 — myſelf the gr eateſt ſufferer. | 
2 t a ſilent· meeting, waiting at Wiſdom's gates. If I 
22 I am moroſe : Lord, ſweeten ! 
| that the awfulne(s annexed to enliſting as a writer, in 
Wh KLE: cauſe, may deeply poſſeſs my mind ! 
41. Patience again overcome on the like rencounter. 
"Ya A golpel favour in E's miniſtry, He that is angry 
wich his brother without à cauſe,” applied to yeſterda 
lin. If che Lord be omnipotent and good, why is not 
my, $a taken away ? Doubtleſs the Fault is mine: i, 
deeper down into contrition: Lord, haſten this 
* week kee the fun 1 hs 
o neration is wanti us : 
nel Regen the lr 3 
A conference with the r rebuke. 
| go on to rebuke te me more and more, 
and = may, path be that of the jut man : let the holy pro- 
greſſion to maturity be witneſſed ! | 
23. The Lord hath tent me a rival on my impending pub- | 
lication, 640d mi n 9 


be the event! re If 
„ and cholerick, l 

44. ee on the brink of 
a ferocity : however, impor- 


tunity in prayer. according to our Lord's command to be 
* the day of love be as effeRual as that of 


2 * my happineſs and our credit, as a ſociety, | 


A bookſellers ! but it ſerves to 
3 
01 27. The 


1 Jv 


| | 
| iz 0. Ca 


i the pit of ihe minutes, yet more and more, | 
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27. The objection againſt the admiſſion of turned 
againſt the objeQors, even as it will make the elders more 
— 2 
'28. O for the ® medela mentis / Phyſick is 
mate end; for very often diſeaſes are moral bene 
moral evils ; whereas every degree of vice is ever evil. 
Lord, raiſe, and now give'the meek and reſigned diſpoſition, 
wn” unity of will to thine according]y ! 
| what pains for the acquilition of natural know- 
ledge Now [ will not begrudge time for the acquiſition of 
———_ I ER _— Lord, 
_ increaſit! _ | 


Lu * T 


Tump Monty, 17856. | 

1. On occaſion of the earthquakes : Lord, tet a ſenſe of 
the uncertainty of life pierce my ſoul more livelily, and 
wean me from the world 


A ſpiritual vilit in order to encourage youths to come to 


men's meeting. 
An uſeful truth from the biſhop's ſermon on 
© That in our circumſtances, as a warning, they are a . 
penſation of mercy.” 
3. Vexation 2 bad prelude to, and ſpoiled my, meeting 
conſequent thereon, 
4. As, through God's bounty, Iam come near the con- 
cluſion of my outward work; O for a like approximation in 
yen rs art 
: erer EN 
42 


corruption among the people! O, bleſſed-be the 
Lord, a out of the read of ie 
I. Reſolved to viſit the play-haunters, not in a private, 
* 3 z even. as ers againſt the declared rules 
oci 
Sol. Wha is vile, than: whom I have not been more vile? 
At a ſilent meeting O the greatneſs of the work, and O 
the ſhortneſs of my time | haſten, haſten, haſten, and 
particularly give meekneſs ! 


8, Again, Queſt, How conſiſtent has my conduct dern 
to my writings 


Anw. I have been ever n i. e. na- 
tural ſtudies. N 


* 


— 
9 3 9 Patience 


. 


4 
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9. \Patjence Farin in the church work of viſiting play- 


5 — At; r . a * e phenomenon ; three 
ee t, paying UN ATTEAF. 
u 


. 12. gd to 7 . 
113. ibliſned an bumorous 40 on whilkey, with an 

| e 44 

| 14. At meeting What proportion do my improvements 

was to the © NF given? | | 

75 ut very {: Lord, inereaſe ijt! 

1 A religious. viſit, in order to forward young men to 

men s meetings; but very dull through the abundant preva- 

Fen of the cares of the world. 

* - Abundant leiſure, ' 

16, Two patients, to whom more of g giving than of re- 
6855 1 iſiting play · ha N41 | 
m wikios play-haynters We are 

a poor, ſet of mortals : Gd help us! 5 

Wrote two church- letters. 9 | 
25 in reflections on the carthquakes, , 
5 9. a fo cholerick on a ſlight provocation, for which 


Weng to-morrow. 
52 an intended religious viſit bye the fit of 
2 wy . 4 | 
20, Hom let thy voice in the earthguakes awaken me ta. 
Ak lively enſe of Nay uncertainty of life 2 all earthly depen- 
"age and b for another country 


2 diſi We SubtraQion of fees, or penury thereof, quickens 


ence, ; 

Bike be the Lad! bein raiſing me above the mere 
99 cor po * , 
26. An a appeal 16, to 77 oyinge, utterly neglected; 
jay of Bale tion. by Lord, increaſe my hv 
Almoſt fick of the luke-warmneſs of brethren, i * 0 : 

niſhing play- 


Our men's mo. is beſotted and, benymbed ; Lord, 
ſerve me from the contagion | | 
27. Choler in the morning with little cauſe, in the aſter- 
noon with apparent cauſe; but amplified by miſtake. 
f 90 * om to anger: hid pardon wy ous 4 


2 Medicing for the body, 


"> : 
Bol. 
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Sol. There is a wrong way, therefore there is a tight 
one; there are ſpurious biſhops ; therefore thete ought to 
be ine ones: but, O ur Nein ebe! | 

o to thee, O land I for the late conduct of ſome pre- 
bare virtue as « phantom] Poiſon i 1s poured forth: 15 | 
e 
' en on the work and labour of my life 
repared for the preſs: 1 find a proſpeR of dat ee 1 
bar I was contents with A little, believing it to be belt | 

body and mind: neither riches nor grape are e 
ſo much the better for the ſpixit. Tg . 

_ Feaſted to the utmoſt hounds,” © gay” 


FADES 


= 
Wk. 
t i Hd 1 
9 


roba Mow ts 6 artnet A 
We Opened p my 11 0 regiſtr From L 37157 ; Cauſe 8 
humiliation in fans Whic bleſſed am 
little the better of. N 50 1 i Leine 
Ebbing times, as to ca whic in the i irit's 
are good : we have abuſed the day of Lene . abet, 
3 Dreadfal alarms of war embittered my propoſal of padlt- | 
cation: thus God ſhakes all worldly con ence ; e 
Feaſted —_ 
4. Viſiting of families impends: Lord, grant i it may no 
be I ſtponed according to cuſtom. 
t m 


ecting—Lord, giye meekneſs and 1 will ſerye thee 
for ever. 


6. More temperance in eating vegetables, as well as more 
meekneſs, are ſtill wanting. een 

8. Allen, Surgeon, and Robert Millhi6ufe, dead: thus 
death mows down my aſſociates ; but with how little effect 
in mortifying to all worldly proſpects ! Lord, Lord, animate 
fuch juſt occaſions of mortification to me, 

7. At the ſchool-meeting, all miniſters abſent; it is beſt 
to attack them (the children) before they be tried, 

8. Little effect of our labours on the people of pleaſure ; 
Lord, awaken them, for we cannot ! 

9, Enough of waters, and almoſt enough of corporeal me- 
dicine: Lord, raiſe up to the mental! 

10, Lord, fortify for the warfare now opened againſt the 
' purſuers of pleaſure, 

Sol, Now, on finiſhing the great work, beware of what 
thou condemneſt in others, viz. An unneceſſary flaviſh 
activity, | 
94 A ſolemn 


86 8 A sSrrruat, DiAxy. a 
A ſolomn ſolloquy on finiſhing the great work, with thank 


; fulneſs on many occaſions. 
* Forced to do ſomething, in temporals, to my ſpiri · 


A bleſſed time at meeting: ſome tears, and my heart ra- 
'viſhed with that which is beyond outward medicine, and can 

rrobotate the inward man to feſiſt the world, as much as 

1 can the body: and, O the depth of the loye of God jn 
E waiting for A advancement in ſpirit ! - 

12, Two viſits. to play-hauaters with little effect. 

15. 8. A A. ſuddenly ſnatched awa ſe. one Memento mori. 
16. Went to meeting with reluctance, under bodily diſ- 
couragements; however, à good time, though flent : an 

awful query, (What progreſs in the work of fication ? 


| prog Still not fear enough in eating, drinking, and ſcold- 


* 


nor humbled enough unto true mediocrit of te 
and foreetnehs Lord, haſten thy work ! ? o_ 
$ lite + incubus laſt night on too much ſpinag 

7. Surely diſſolution awaits us in the palpable. Fo 
of ere * elders: but, O, where is the ſpirit af Jeſus 
in * * on this occaſion |! 


relaxation in ſpirit (a ſolid, (ad, reality) — 8 


N little) vicious, complai 

2 8 wry degree (i to more fir Go 2 * 
A Fs time at — * 

truthy ahd love : * 4 Fi angel me 

at home. a ot « Ap * t e of 

3 oy = s 6 Cava of wrath Anw. No: e ＋ 

without due = would not appear. 'T.am a mere art at 


dhe age of hfty-ſeven. 


Amidſt thele - infirmities God hath lately rengthened | 


me, to ſpeak, where I had 25 ully been "ug 
| o. Haley before meeting yreful ; however Gad extended 
W a ys Ac ao irradiation to this purpoſe, not 1 a 
glimmering of hope that the 95 ect of the . ſhall he 
ccompliſhed ; O my leanneſs and Pare in ſpirituals 
13 times Immemorial, on nymberleſs occaſions ! 8 


8 and ſtrengthen, but moreover fertilize my barren- 
neſs 
21, * How mean is phylick, compared i to morals and 
ivinit 
At dinner, reſiſted temptation to exceſs. | 


p { Vide Pagg 4a. f Night ware, 


23. A 


od ſent forth his light, and 
angel there, and a devil © 


con- 0 
temptible II Lord, increaſe my ſtore, and not only cleanſe, 


_—_— — 
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23. A more ſtrict regard to the ends of eati and 


25. 7 (OE to truſt in God's mercy on three con- 
- ditions, viz. In declining, iſt. Not only drinking to exceſs, 
but even to complaiſance, which laſt will not ſtand the teſt, 
2d. Scolding. 3d. Inordinate ſtudy, | 
At evening»A dread leſt I ſhould be involved in that 
declaration, # Many ſhall ſtrive and not enter: Lord, ſtrike 
n t publick {pi in the # 

26. Sol. A great want irit manage- 
ment - ſome ublick —_— | | 

27. Struggled with the wor to meeting, where 
God gave courage in two objects of diſcipline. * 

28. Sol. On finiſhing my grand work It is not enough: 
Laber ipſe voluptas ; and hope afforded more pleaſure 3 
enſued on the ſcope attained. * 
It gives me ſome ſolace, that I premiſed the church-work 
to the worldly- works, on principle. . 

Reſolved now, with the Lord's help, to apply more to 
internals and ſpirituals than ever. | | 

29. Much incenſed on a ſmall occaſion ; Lord forgive. 

t Principiis obſſa was wanting. 


30. Proceeded in my ſpiritual addreſs, and received tho 


xeqatks of a friend thereon, | 


FirTH MonTH, 1956. 


1. Devoted this day to ſpirituals ſolemnly, on finiſhing my 
grand temporal work. | 

O the deplorable condition of the ſociety! miniſtry and 
elderſhip failing—Our pillars totteting, and no ſucceſſion 
appears! What have I to do? | HY 
Anſw. Mourn: but, and alſo, reſt after my long labour, 
according to my premeditated retreat, twice a week, N 

Anger not wholly ſubdued, yet too vehement and diſpro- 
portionate: Lord, pity and ** | 

2. At a ſilent meeting A clear fight of my moſt predo- 
minant weakneſs and fin laſt mentioned: plant the battery 
_— and, Lord, let thy wrath be poured thereon : ſpare it 
not | 7 

At evening meeting: Lord, canſt not thou ſweeten 
Why then am I ſtill ſo dogged ? | 


I The labour itfelf was a pleafure. 
; Vide p. 34. R moe 
4 | O now 
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O now for more moderation, and ſubordination of haturals 
to fpirituals ! Lord, go on ſwoeten, cleanſe, ſtrengthen, 

and-make more fruigful : be) 4. 1 

3. The-ſayingiof Chriſt with the authority of -Chriſt ap- 
plied to my caſe, '* He that is angry with his brother wich- 
out a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the judgment.“ 

5 · 0; how ugly Was this ſame dogg eſs l in 1 and, 
05 thou blind and partial, why not equally we in thyſelf ? 
Pherei is a meanneſs in it, our inferiors being the chief objects 
of it: it is for want of love: Lord, help 1 21 

Croſs in the morning x faſting, not only mechanically from 
ble, but immorally; ſee thy. _ re mentioned re- 

ected, and hate it. 
e Our ſtate ſeems; 2 near ito thati in Ezek: vii. 
4 The law ſhall periſh from the prieſt, and counſel from the 
ancients,” O, the miniſters are clouds without rain ! and; 
O the wealenoſs of the pillars, not able to viſit without afliſt - 
ance from foreigners |! | 

Patience/exereiſed ; bleſſed be the I. ord ! who gives — 
tunity to ſhine, not only in ſcience, but charity. 

8. dee how the little foxes hurt the tender vine: . 
vertence in drinking gave the head- ach and great dulneſs at 
the afternoon- meeting. 

My addreſs to the captives being a approved——Lord, give 
me the Spirit, and victory over the world's ſpirit. 

9. Roſe a little too late; reſolved to riſe as early on 
this as other days, having no time to Joſe, 

A good and e 2 * vl 
Sa the ſpirits, of ſome. in an oppoſition to my n 

tber for thou. Lord, give the life of the words? 

N. B. Hurries after meeting to be avoided, and a ſolitary 
walk to be then taken, 

10. Truth and love of it ſhone in the ieee meeting, 
in relation to meetings of diſcipline among the N 
and to the early admiſſion of youth. 

11. At the ſelet-meeting an open time: how ftrong urs 
we, united! How weak when ſeparated ! 

We preach neun by ſilence, to a people whoſe life is in 
words, 

O give a more cotdial repentance for anger? 

O the awful, tremendous ſituation of an elder and ſcribe! 
Lord, let it more cloſely lay hold. of me, and never quit me] 
* am ſtill an inflammable jack- ſtraw: quick to anger, con- 

quently not a child of God, or at leaſt a perverſe one: 
ord, haye mercy upon me; and, O, my.foul ! watch. 
155 Let 
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Let lively ſenſe of thy make thee ſuſ- 5 


. e of croſs events without murmuring 
ife is beyond words, even as the — is Ny than the 
ſhell : ſo, Lord, > give the life and the ſpirit ! | 
| 16. God ha r 
acquaintance: dogg! ed and inſulting.  _ - 
EPS too ke for this day. 6 Shs 
| 18 . 2 V oyer — leſſed Lord. 
19. 8 8 . — 
I have — ſo complaiſant, and ſometimes to m 
Lord, give a proper contempt, for they are not to be — 
A little of the beaſt in drinkin 
Remember now the additional « obligation to a more rick 
3 of conduct from what thou * Given: under thy 


20, 4. eaſted rather beyond bounds | 

21. ds a drinking-day at 2 parliament-meeting : 
Lord, _—_— from captivity, and from the damgadle fin !— 
According] marched off — elhed. 

It is a b bleſſed thing ſometimes to ſtarve | in the midſt of 

uty. 

My ſolitude ſurpriſes many, but is too little ; my avoca- 
"_ in the ſocial way being man 

23- Roſe, on principle, at oven, and found enough to 

| 4 in ſpirituals and temporals. 
As heaven is above earth, ſo i is the true Divine above the 


cian, 
15 have written the lives of ſaints, and proclaimed liberty to 
aptives. 
MA n a cool furvey, ſudden anger is the predominant fin ; 
Lord, ſend thy fire on it! _ O my foul! awake, for 
death is at the door, 
W. is a burning and ſhining light: I muſt ll n in 
a lower, but important ſtation. | 
25. O Dublin! thy pillars fail. Diſcharged * duty 2 
a trying occaſion, and without concurrence ; my is 
ſure : No room for propoſin ng youth's admiſſion. 
There are ſome valuable ſheep not of this fold 3 and ſome 
are diſperſing books againſt plays, bleſſed be the Lord ! * 
27. Thou art giving a diet habitation ; I ere chy 
goodneſs, Lord. 
28. In converſe with the capti ves in ſpirit, tire not up the 
cauſe, but 1 it n, Fly 20 
29.7 "__ ogged, 


39, War 


/ g — 
- g 
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230. War againſt anger maintained, and the doubtfulneſs - 
of war was felt; and à degree of fear in working out my 
* 7+ NA. 
SixTa MonTH, 1756, 

2. Sol." without number have I preferred nature to 
' _ grace; but will now turn about; Lord, favour ! Wilt thou, 
"4% — who commandeſt to ſeek the kingdom of heaven firſt, 
accept of this afternoon tribute of my declining day? 

I will humble myſelf under this view of my unworthineſs, 
Surely, nothing can happen that T have not deſerved. Lord, 
give patience under all croſs events, both great and ſmall! 

Too late at meeting, and too little preparation for it in 
God's eſtimation, although not in man's. 

3. A feaſt very diſſatisfactory from without, and from in- 
_ advertance and ſwiniſhneſs from within. | 
4. More meekneſs and more temperance the chief objects 
in view : Lord, haſten and perfect thy work before 1 go! 
This is a mere infant ſtate, a ſtate of ſowing, of care, and 
 fighing. A glimpſe of a hope of a happier immortality. 
6. The appearances at meeting weighty and ſeaſonable, 
9. Feaſted beyond bounds. 7 ) 
11. God ſpoke in the cool of the day, and laid the fin of 
anger before me, whieh reſolved itſelf into pride and hatred, 
a — 4 compoſition. Lord, ſpare neither hammer, ſword, 
nor fire. ; 14 
12. O what is the · upſhot of all my labour, natural and 
—— but to miniſter help to bodily and mental diſeaſes? 
urely there is a better country. : | 
Iz. At meeting, a good time; firft, immediately, that 
to make expiation I muſt be as vigorous in meetings and 
temperance as I have been in the reverſe thereof. Secondly, 
inſtrumentally, a ſweet ſymphonick ſound of another city, 
and of deliverance from captivity. BY 7 | 

All hurry before meeting bad. | 

At evening- meeting A ſecret hope that God will till 
_ farther looſen from the world, and from nature. O the 
haſtening night calls for doubled diligence ! * 
We fometimes blaſpheme God in relation to the weather, 
even him who formed the winds, the ſtorm, and the rain. 
Lord, preſerve from this folly, preſumption, and ingratitude; 
and, Lord, give reſignation to croſs events, and fincerely to 

8 | thank - 
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thank thee for them. O my deplorable vileneſs and un- 
worthineſs ! | " | [ 
W Who then is vile, and I am not more vile, and as a 
, and who have been far from duly improving the oppor- 
tunities given? | Wy 1 
My * ſummum bonum hath been wrongly directed even 
until old age : I will therefore ceaſe from all elevation, and 
entitle myſelf an unworthy member. a oy 
16. Angry with tauſe ; but too much moved, » 
17. 1 or more of the name and fear of the Lord in natural 
41 | | 
Feaſted a little piggiſhly. - 5 
21. Performed matin, notwithſtanding a crowd of buſineſs, 
in preference to nature, bleſſed be the Lord! | 4 
24. Anger to too great a degree. * 
I 27. Lay late, two conſultations intervened, which 
occaſioned a barren day in ſpirituals, preventing all meetings. 
O what a loſs of time in the morning ; 
28. A fatigue and late dinner, and drink beyond the holy 


29. An indigeſtion : drank water, and walked to town 
faſting. Lord, give a more lively horror of ſin of every de- 
gree, more contrition, humility, and ſelf- abaſement 
the reſult of a pious . | a 

30. O my foul! what thou to truſt to at the hour 
* O for a more entire conformity and reſignation 


SsvenTa MonTH, 1786. 


1. I have not been pierced through with thy holy fear, but 
have often ſlipt and fallen for want of a due degree of it. And 
I have been wanting in a due proportion of the ſpiritual im- 

ement of the uncommon opportunities afforded : Lord, 
fook down on this my evening and mend it 
Accompliſhed matin, with ſelf-denial, in meditation and 
pious reading. - 

2. Got to meeting with ſtruggle—More caution and fear 
in the uſe of ſpirituous liquors at our feaſt, 

3. Lord, preſerve from the poiſon of riches ! Lay till 

ſeven : a great loſs this ſummer time and the eve of old age. 
Dinner on bread and water. 


Chief good. 


[ 4. Now 


WW: A That pity. 


14. Now firſt returned to afternoon-meetings; from which 
I had been detained a long time through Sg ia. 

O for more fear and caution in dri 

5. Matin, in viſit to ih, e 


* Anger unſanctified: Lord, how long? 
bhool- meeting ſilent and deſtitute of miniſters however 
8 good time. | 


ton the poor ſtate and impending, deſolation of our ſociety ! 
epare us to make head againſt it by faſting and prayer. 
8. ker on the anniverſary, even the ſecond year of my ſpiri- 


tual, eſpouſals. I am, indeed, bleſſed be the Lord, eſtabliſhed 


in an. excellent method, ſecuring greatly from temptations ; 


yet divers weakneſſes attend, particularly proneneſs to anger, 
and a degree of ſwiniſhneſs at feaſts. F 


Oh, oh, for the revival and perpetuation of that tranſ- | 


mutation of tempers which (thous h in a fate of extrem 

weakneſs) was the 1 experience of this anniverſary 
Behold, this day I renew yow. O let the ſenſe of 

weakneſs hen fo Loa mprelfal never to depart from me 
Mark ii, « Chriſt went out early before day, to pray: “ 

Doft not thou walt this more? 

| Feafted and kept reſolution in degree, bleſſed be the Lords 

"EY the drink. 


ocrates and Pythagoras in the efficacy of their fg 


out ſtripped our minifters, | 
ingo er a little too much, on faſting. 
A blefled time at meeting: the ſummit pf perfection hide 
fiſts in an union of will to God's will: a cordial belief in 


God brings to this: fo Lord, reconcile to all events! At 


the ſame time Satan was at 10 5 hand to n up: ſurely 


there is 2 better ſtate. Ang d 
A feaſt within boundss. "Aga = fo / 
"Anger a little too much: 108d Hebel 13 
12. O our weaknels i in fellowſhip 1 in the viſe! 1 am at a 
loſs for a companion: Lord, ſend one f 

O my dreadful ſituation as a ſcribe : N let the ſenſe of 
it never depart from me ! and cauſe me to be an example, as 
well as a preceptor, on. record, 

13. Anger, on provocation, rather beyond bounds. 

15. A meeting from ten to half after three, extract 
to carnaliſts ; but poſſibly right: Paul protracted his diſco 
till midnight. 

16. Again, meeting, this fourth time, held double the uſual 


time, with ſix ſtrangers ; theſe are a Find of — : 


on ſend a bleſſing. 
; 2 18. Delivered 


— 


— 
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18. Delivered my ſoul in relation to the admiſſion of youth, + 
20. Surely we elders ought to ſecond the miniſters in their 
late hard labours : Lord, enable fo to dof | 


My juvenile labours in the Materia Medica afford ſome | 


degree of ſatisfaction. 5 R 
A ſmart rebuke, on a miniſter quitting the meeting with- 
out leave. | PA | 
Although I dined with the faints, I drank rather. beyond 
21, Delivered my Addreſs to the Captives to the printer. 
O my ſoul, do thou tremble, for thou art fairly Ii for 
life. | | | 


Hiſtory: here is a veteran from America, in the ſervice, 
at the age of ſixty- ſix, whereas in matters of oy ſtrength 
we are excuſed at fifty. Thus it is the glory of religion and 
ſcience to be fruitful in old age. | | 

A ſenſe of divine goodneſs wooing and ſoliciting to a par- 
ticipation of the divine nature and ſpirit. | 

22. A precept of prudence truly Chriſtian ; prepare whom 
thou att to reprove, by previous ſoftneſs. 

Sol. Our people have ſuffered loſs in turning unbelievers, 
particularly in the article of the communion of ſaints: for 
verily we are a rope of ſand. | | 8 
' Hiſtory: they in Ameriea have improved on us in Chriſtian 
diſcipline, particularly in prohibiting lotteries, ſpirituous li- 
quors, fighting, and dealing in flaves, all expreſsly ſpecified : 
and their queries GT to miniſters are 988 more 
minute than ours: a valuable piece of Canaan news: more 
worth hunting for than the news of outward 2 | 

23. We are greatly reduced in our miniſters and elders. 

What ſhould be the conſequence ? More zeal :- Lord, help; 

for ſurely we want help! i 3 
24. A notable ſaying of a ſiſter: © Am I erucified with 
_ Chriſty, who ſuffered not for himſelf, but others? How elſe 

can I fay, Follow me as 1 follow Chriſt??:!: 

O my barrenneſs, with reſpect to every one of the gifts 

olf the ſpirit enumerated in the New Teſtament Is it poſſible 
I ſhould be accepted? I doubt it: Lord, help. p 
| _ Choler, merely on an unſeaſonable call from a poor man, 
Thus, who is vile, and I am not more vile? | 
| 74 O for a living, powerful example againſt the earthly 
irit! | 13 
"26. On the impending viſit— Thou eanſt at leaſt inform 
them wherein thou haſt milled it. 11 
1 28. 


8 
Hi 
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28. I am but a poor, almoſt worn out, naturaliſt ; now ß 
an infant divine, unworthy , to. rank among thoſe who have 

been devoted to Truth from their youthful * - FI 
_ Hiſtory: a curious diary of David Braſnard, miſſionary 
to the Indians, preferable to natural obſervations, as ſoul to 


: pk * Suftine et abſtine, the two grand precepts. | 
30. I have fallen greatly ſhort of the primitive pattern 
which T have drawn in my hiſtory of faints—But the authors 
du Port-Royal were bleſſed to me, in aivakening me, and 
more eſpecially my weakneſs and viſion, in awakening me 
to a preference of heaven to earth, I will God helping, 
© reject all unneceſſary worldly engagements, though I cannot 
quit a piece of natural hiſtory, nor of the Materia Madira, 
nor practice in ſobriety ; but, Lord, limit me 

Can Frecommend family-religion by precept and example? 
an F but from a very poor pittance : Lord, increaſe my 

ore | 


Eicuta MoxTH, 1756. 45 


1. An eceleſiaſtical journey, and well content with my 
low office, as an underling, attendant to a miniſter, al 
found work to do as an elder, ACE 

A bleſſed time at meeting: a degree of raviſhment, and a 
clear illumination of the evidence of regeneration, viz. The 
. fon muſt be like the father, in his imitable excellencies of love 

and purity but, O the barrenneſs of the . after, 
bow worldly! | FA | E 4.1 3 
2. Sol. The view of our ſpiritual loſſes is far more diſ- 

treffing than that of Minorca; but, we are all external, and 
buſy politicians, whilſt the inward and fpiritual life is ne- 
glected; ſurely, it were better to attend leſs to politicks. 

. At {chool-meeting, the women helped: O the ſtu- 
pidity and 1 of the men ! and, of how ſtunted . 
a growth am I theſe many years! | | 

5. Two vilits to invite youth to men's meeting. 

A feaſt, wherein u little ſwiniſh, _ | ' 
8. The Lord is trying with riches : may I be preſerved 
from the abuſe of them ! | | AE 

I conſented to a double portion of the work of the viſit, : 
Queſt, What is the ſpiritual epidemick diſeaſe? 

. 4% 


Anſw. 


1 
2 , Amira DIA&Y: - 68. 
Anſw. An evil heart of anbelief, and an inordinate love 
of the world, . . 

A ſilent meeting, and ſo dull that I could but juſt breathe. 
B. the author, is incom y more zealous than ever I 
have been: Lord; give wi to ſnatch fire from him. | 

+ The Lord is removing my reproach, in giving vigour 
of mind for the diſcharge of ſome exerciſes omitted; 
nevertheleſs I will humble myſelf, as being of an aſter- growth, 
and having not devoted the prime af life to a zealous promg- 
tion of truth: as B. and N. and ſeveral others, whoſe ex- 
—_— aK has pteſented to me as incentives, adored be his 
| nty J Wl, 2 
A church -viſit to a delinquent of figure; faithfully, but 
weakly performed. Freren 
11. Viſited five families to ſatisfactiong and, bleſſed be the 
Lord, we go on with a gobd degree of zeal and activity. 
12. My aſſociate in the faid work fhone; in fincerity and 
ſelf-denial, in reproof, 8 
Feaſted with temperance; regarding the ſervice of the day, 
bleſſed be the Lord, of the importance- whereof every day 
abundantly convinces me. | 3” RO 
13. At meeting A fight of more friiitfulneſs to the youth; = 
even in ſeveral inſtances, as in inſtructions on ſilent meetings: 
in confeſſi om of ſins; particularly that of drinking, and the 
inordinate application to lawfal things; to the neglect of 


< ſpirituals. . | 
A DAE % "IS 
O, how much greater ty of pointing out | 
ſeveral claſſes of men in a ſpiritual — in the my | 
of F. than in my claſſes of waters and ſimples ! and; O, 
what a low, contemptible Chriftian am I compared to B! 
The evening-meeting was ſignally bleſſed to nie in a ſenſi- 
ble extenſion of love, and an awful view of my office in thres 
reſpects, viz. as church-hiftorian, declaimery and yiſitor. 

16. A viſit to play-haunters, with little viſible effect: 
yet a ſolemn declaration, upon my part, of a reſolution to 
— precepts and practices of the elders in refraining 

mes. | 

17. O, what a trial is proſperity ! The r2ins muſt be held 

ghter in time of any: | 
- 18; O, the awfulneſs of my tation! I am openly liſted.” 
O, how earneſt was B. for the converſion af the Heathen ; 
but how remiſs I in preparation for the viſit! 17 

Four . religious viſits, wherein light, truth, and love 
triumphed; bleſſed be the Lord Dy a7 | 

| | B 19. The 


2209. A precious and new irradiation of goſpel- 
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19. The fame ſervice continued to ſatiafactiou - x 
21. B. fays, «© The Indians worſhip Devils ;”* but, do not 
ſuch among us, as profane Chriſtmas and faints days, worſhip 
1 Venus ? And where is the indignation againſt it 
We viſitors are preachers * ad hominem, a more "_ 
office than that of publick miniſters. . 
23. A notable revolution in our fpiritual economy 
he great-noiſe to great ſilence: Lord, enable to 4 1 
rightly. The firſt was a diſpenſation often 2 the 
ſecond will probably winnow us from man the fools 3 
for, ſurely, it will not ſcatter the wiſe in —.— but how 
many are they ? The conſequence ſcems, that we ſhall either 
be greatly reduced in our numbers, or become * A 


baſtardly miniſtry. 
| — O the . 
nrighteouſ] : am yet a ſinner a 
of O, where i * + lenior & melior 


t accedente ſenectd of Horace 

: 24- The Lord has given to ſce good days, a moſt ſeaſon- 

able retreat from the world. 

26. By ſome accounts, had cauſe of joy that my Addreſs 
Gives hath token "place it -Jame: dagree : Lord, - 


— r 

carry on and com my liberty ve 

— liberty to others) even m — liberty from the 
fear of death, a greater deliverance any other 

In our viſit, ſaw rn 


outward obſervance, without the er and regenera 
0 Aſternoon- meeting ſilent and dull, fo that I could Sad but juſt 


230. Myfſpiritual brethren me out in the viſit, where 
1 lefe thin lame: ſuch is the of ſociety. 


Sol. by will be done-ow earch,” is ſpeaking a li io long 
a3 impatience continues. 


NinTa MonTn, 176: 


1. At the ſchool - meeting, bordered very near on preaching. 
25 Viſitin 2 families, a new operation in our ſpiritual cam- 

ſignal ſervice in theſe dreary 1 Two de- 
= 


women gave an . 
bleſſed be the Lord! „n 
Ss 
OOO 4 Mechanically + 
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Mechanically du dull, lifes, and cross. 
Now Lord favours, and hath, Wann 


e removed all obſtacles to my ſpiritual progreſs. 
7 It is enough : I want nadir riches wer als Of what 


uſe is bread to a d ing man 
| cee wi roſpetion, religion 1 indeed, has always 
other concerns ; 3 


2 ins, — an inordinate love of natural knowledge. , 
O, poor Dublin! among ſome hundred fouls not one 
hath a ſong, a revelation, or an KA except, in- 

deed, one woman and a foreigner. 
6. Lord, animate my temporals with foiritudls. Un- 
righteouſly croſs on a ſudden attack from a pauper. 

7. I covered a weak brother, and hope he will return, me 
the favour. . 

8. To viſit thoſe who ate ſettled in an empty form, re- 
quires more ability than new unploughed ground : but, O 
my barrenneſs! Lord, help it! 

. Queſt, What "aſs in ſanctification? An anſwer, 
in ſome x ov fav — might be given, v. g. I hoped, 
a leſs fondneſs for natural 8.4 but ſtill God not enou 
before mine eyes, but too much behind my back : ſnappi 
2 ued beyond ſual hours of geep 

continued in r the u ours 3 
but when did I? O 1 whilſt yet the adherence of in- 


ward corruption calls for no leſs diligence this moment. | 


The ſons of Belial protract their entertainments beyond mid- 


night; but it is reckoned an extraordinary matter that Paul f 


ſhould have preached unto midnight. I humble myſelf under 
a ſenſe of my vaſt deficiency in theſe reſpeAs. It is a day of 
illumination and drawing nearer to God. 

I have folid comfort, indeed, upon reflection that I haye 
given the priority, at leaſt, in time, and that upon principle, 
to my ſpiritual, in preference to my natural writings : 
grant that a ſuitable increaſe of ae hon to A things 
may be witneſſed and maintained ! 
| ureh - viſits from five to nine o'clock. 

10. At meeting: the fire was on the altar. 

A _— to the poor, where ſuitable advice' was 
given, and ſeconded 12 two foreign miniſters. | ov 

11. Remember wel p preaching 17 * ng : 0 
for the r, & auive of Horkce at W 1 
132. At meeting“ Wavy to — the laſt ſtake,” 


* Vide 48. , 
Tre "a 


* 
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deeply impreſſed as the voice of God to me, on the brink of 
e tes a ior bead tis. and the Feare 
more henceforwards. 

Lord, flay the remnant of idolatry in nature, and raiſe up 


grace. 
13. Beware of condo before fervans ; and O, remember 
R proſeſſion of a renunciation of EE 
8. 

14. Feaſted beyond the holy bounds. 
O the ineſtimable, but too much by me lighted, git of 
God, in placing me in the midſt of a ſociety of 1 

Vet, ſee, I deviate. Lord, ſupport, or I 525 under en 4 

. dy os wonts: Lind, grant 

ot a e penn for n ome wee grant: 
à teliſh for Rane and 9259. | 
TO bread, water, and ſaffron-cake. 
- 17. time at a ſilent r where, yet, 0 my 
de *. O my ſnappiſhneſs ! . An — deſire of 
purity, with a of comfortin 
0. G God 3 this x 2 of a ſew years, 
| full of temptations and dangers, for a — 0 of happineſs; and 
none but fools think or aim at it as ſuch. 
God was with me in my feaſting, adored be his goodneſs! 
18. Sol. A long continued and very great warp to nature 
hath my mind acquired; but, O now for the ſolid realities of 
grace in the ſpiritual cleanſing, ſtrengthening, ſweetening, 
and fertilizing 
Wicked men are all mad: and we bear with one another 
from a conſciouſneſs of our own participation of the- ſame 


| * 
| handſome ſu ly of paupers; but few of the ich. 
, ing the Trank ons Trab the 

Jn ene e nee, en ns! 


full of oy gory. 

19. Sol. Bodily ſickneſs, the principal 7 5 of my care 
_ kitherto, no abſolute evil, but . — productive of good; 
whereas, on the contrary, that of the mind is eſſentially evil: 
_ magnify the * medela mentis more and more in my 


| _ bundle, gtuation as a Chriſti compared to 
* af "ae == in og y! 8 9 Fa a 

ory : you in —_ are under a iving 
viſitation. | 


® See page 53, 


20. Mechanically, 
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20. Mechanically yy ſhamefully, dogged. 2 


21. A glorious introduction of prayer this day, even 3 N 


aſking forgiveneſs of the individual I had offended, though 
anin 4 bleſſed be the Lord my God 
A bleſſed time at meeting: 85 the depth of the riches of 
God's bounty, who'hath' given to ſee days in temporals 
and fpirituals ; he hath given to reap the fruit of the = 
of my ſoul with content: but above all, in the prof] 
hunk e hope of complete redemption ! I will follow- ay 
drawings in preference to naturals : ® hig laber, hoc opus. 
Tos church-viſits. 
23. Dr. Voung is our | he has traced our caltini- 
ties to the roots, viz, Inhdelity and pleaſure, 
Hiſtory ; the conduct of the Eng liſh towards the Indians 
far worſe than that of the French, — villainous. O Lord 
Jeſus, is Chriſtianity thus propagated? Surely, miſery muſt 
* on England, and conſequently on Ireland; yet, 
A glimmering of hope of ſome improvement of the 
— from the Methodiſts, and from Law's writings paſſing 
ſeveral editions, 
Converſation after meeting always hurts ſpirituals. 
1.23. A true ſaying : © If our Chriſtianity be no dots 
but in our books, there is no difference between a Chriſtian 
and an Infidel.” Lord, it is the life of the words that I pant 
' after: O give it me quickly, 
Dinner on bread, water, and a little ſpirits for ſrtomach's 
: truly ate and drank to live. 
1 hope e kingdom of darkneſs —_ 
26. Bleſſed be the Lord! who is 
attend RIES and to —_ a conſiſtent 


F Fervent prayer for progrefiion, Some motions of ſpiritual 


5 enn aide; being an invitation 
to the fcatter ſheep. 

- 29. Read my ſpiritual book, the Addreſs, and trembled ; 
1 bimſelf to our diligent inquiries in nature, 

0 to our 

and ſo doubtics he wilt io grace, 55 

30. Lord, thou haſt ſhaken the dominion of Satan in 
_ I adore thy goodneſs: overthrow it totally, I beſ 


. 
. 


®* This ie labortbus work. : 
£3 Patiencg 


W An 


—— — — 2 


—_— } "" we DIARY, | 
Patience exerciſed on untithteous withholding of fees by 


one patient, and i the ne 4 K r 
for a Qhciſtian,” | 1 


1 91 = \ 
, N 5 ” 
: 


nn 4 
— 
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b O wy nenn 5 in a religious . On OC- 
cafon of my Addreſb to the Captives. O for a conſiſtent 
conduct, in a'deliverance, firſt, from all fear of the world, 
the true character of a ſpiritual captive ; and, ſecondly, from 
the fea of denth: ſuch is the extent and glory of the evange- 
iberty 1 
7 How hath the Lord remoyed by desh moſt of my neareſt 
vehemence ! 


* 
* 


acquaintances! O may the ſenſe of it repreſs m 
. 2+, Soul, awake — that liberty thou 

leſt thou be A agg among hypocrites. 
; Our — — well as the itical) pilots are aflies 2 

: and, O my ſoul fr is thy 3 example as an elder? 
The voice of a in a beautiful application of thoſe 
Words relating to Chriſt, «© Come, ſee a man that told me 
all 1 have done; and, as uſual, to the peculiar glory of our 
„ Kriving from all outward dependencies to the inter- 

nal voice of Chriſt, 

+ Of a rettoſpeRion—Drinking to exceſs was nick- 

named prudence, hilſt it was not a whit better than pur- 
ſuing end by bad means: and the inordinats loye of 
| which, in the language of the ſpirit, is covetouſneſs 
and i ) was called induſtry and the love of wiſdom, 
though to the negleR of the ſpiritual wiſdom. Lord, I turn 

about: draw and I will follow! 

God's goodneſs inconceivably great in affording me a 


ſituation, not only'a prompting io, but nen purity of 


life. 
5. Meeting barren, and our cecleſſaſſical nenen at. 
e, my colleagues forgetful, and ſcarce brotherly. 
on a certain tencounter, but ſoon relented. . 
6. At ſchool- meeting all ſorſook me: and, O my favou- 
rite ſaint's weakneſs H he has left us in anger: and am en- 
erciſed with the diſcipline of quiet and filence, 
Abſtained from fleſh. | 
7, Ona review of my old fpiritual tht all | 


N and fins, an inviſible e was underneath and 
preſerved 
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preſerved from deſtruction: what dangers of drinking, whor 
ing, ſeeking practice for money, and anger, have beſet me] 
1 adore the divine mercy for my preſervation to this day, 

10. I hope to re-ſettle in the old way of keeping Firſt-day 
a half faſt-day. 


God ſtrengthened me to attend afternoon-meeting. It is | 


a dreary time; I am in a little pain for the people: God 
us in zeal and faithfu 1 | [2s 
22. Little of goſpel at men's meeting, | wy 
; 5. A deep piercing ray of light, that I alſo have been a 
ſinner in withholding what ought to have. been 
publiſhed at the youth's meeting. 5 
14. Sol. Is it ſo, that God ſo loved the world that he ſent 
his ered in by precedi ies and miraculous 
concomitant events; to which, add his life, preaching, works, 
death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, the gift of the Holy Spirit, the 
deſtruction of Idolatry, and the propagation of real Chriſtia- 
nity for ſome centuries ? And why do not theſe things 
And ſhall not real Chriftianity be revived ; but by whoſe 
means? O give me faithfulneſs in my lot. 
| ee of my profeſſion, even as a ſcribe, and az 
a vittor ! . | 
15. At meeting A clear viſion and love of grace above 
nature, and an acknowledgment of the peculiar favour of the 
illumination God gave me concerning one of the three.capital 
enemies of our ſouls, viz. The world. O Lord, thou who 
overcameſt the world, give me r alſo to overcome it. 
16. Ebbing times as to caſhz bor! am better off than 


Thou haſt ſweetened my ſalitude, and exempted nas from 
„ 1p WT CUE Wa Ke ed0 te 
17. Lord, bleſs the impending labour of reproving the 


miniſters: ſurely, if ever divine help was neceſſary, it is on 


this oceaſion, when grim deſpair lifts up its head. | 
Bleſſed be the Lord, I delivered my foul: alſo, one of 

them ſhone ta day in a good prayer, and a goſpel entreaty 

to the ſcattered % | 

Sol. I doubt that great bleſſing of the coming of Chriſt in, 

the fleſh is, by many, too much forgotten. | 


19. At meeting A weakneG in the miniſtry of 3 


but I overlook it, becauſe of the good. 
Hiſtory : two meetings neglected, viz. that of the wills 
and that of the yiſitors. It is diſmal moiſt weather ; but our 
'E4 | ſpiritual 


awaken? . 


mY 
8 
- 


"4 
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Kate far mote diſmal. Surly God is wirdolding | 
clouds for our unworthineſs. 
20, On a bodily indi ne ryan croſs : cannot 
- grace ſweeten? Seven viſits engrofſed my matin. 
21. O remember what how's art: a regular by profeſion, | 
| and a rebuker of irregulars: Lord, help. 
| O my foul, awake to ſuperior meekneſs. Art thou come 
as far 2 ſome of the 'Hearhens ? Does guilt blacken i in pro- 
portion to the lights received? Where then is thy ſupra- 
_ ethnick 9 perfection? 
23. An awful undertaking : s viſit ta the families of —: 
5 without a miniſter. 
A bodily and mental | infirmity, i ina little doggedneſs. E 
23. Performed the journey into the country with a bro- 
wer. The Lord was with me in my feaſting, and we were 
bleſſed in our viſits to the ſeven families. b was a time of 
e FADE my c ue helped well. Their 
| 8 ing nearly dropt: their faith fails them: nor 
| by the divine Spirit ſeized the er ſort. 
e wh A clear fi n 
he preſervation of the mere mortal body; 

. vice verſo, the ſpr 2 ſtudies were ſweetly ' 
Thus God age, and madg. ern dp *% 
ſt and a-goad; 1 EY, 22 to unworthy m? 

| ' Loſt a fee fee on this occaſion pretty contentedly. + 
26. Thou has done more in the improvement of one 
branch of the Materia Aalica than any one ordinary man, 
but leſs than every Chriſtian man ought to do in 003 — ; 
wherefore Hacken, ſlacken as to the irt, ang d tighten, 
— nes 
mpends now the time miniſters 
53 elders: no miniſters from Ulſter, and but one from Munſter. 
| "Reviewed my conduct in 'church-affairs, and, bleſſed be 
NON the Lord, found au improvement, though ſmall ; Lord, in- 
4 _ creaſe my little tore. 
i "2 O my doggedneks and lng Heth with my ſervant! Ap- 
point a faſt for lit. 
{ 31. Sol. A famine is apprehended from the had veſt : 
but the famine of the word is ſtill worſe and actually felt. 
A little contritien upon a cloſe home ſurveys: Lend. 
gad thy work, and let it proceed with the day. 
Fhall Horace the Heathen out-do me ? + Lenior & kar | 
£56) 99 e O! where is e at hand? 


dende bebe, | | + See page if. 8 | 
i | 8 5 Where 


V . 


wv emmTvar pianos 


| ' Where is the efficic ig git? Muſt there yet be 
another baptiſm ?- | gs when awakened : 
Lord grant I — e not been clear 


of Sg Goo} "OS OILS R 


C6 h 4 


© als 0 


k F | - ExaysxTH Mowru, 1756. 


I. — 
tremble. 


A lively, grateful ſenſe of God's lenity, in waiting for me 
in my low barren ſtate, during a long courſe of years. 
23. At national-meeting——The Lord is {till peculiarly good 


to me in nge to ſit with my ſuperiors and dere, at 


whoſe fire my was kindled. 
An error in too much —— fore of 
—— 


Dog 
99 +, u00 base 5. W this tral; but, 00 
. and low ſpiritual ſituation! Lord, raiſe. | 

Q far-the' bitterneſs, like Peter's repentance, on. account 
of doggedneſs | It is wut and oppreſſive ; I abhor 5 * 


3 
Ovened.a correſpondance far 
s Captyes: Lord, let it be in thy name. 


and renounce ſuperfluous ſtudies more and more. 


9. My ſolitude is aſſuredly highly advantageous to my 
ap ry | ; 


O the imperfection and vanity of our ſtate I viewed-either 


_ politically or ſpiritually: ſurely, r is A \ better country in 
reſerve for the holy few. 

11. — — and fortify me aſt the neceſ- 
ſary attacks on my weakneſs, and croſſneſa, uſual effects; 


preaing my Au to the 


— 
< % Z 

= * * * 
he - 


occaſions not be wanting, and the mouldering f- 


brick be be till lefs able to ſuſtain them. 
Feaſted: idle punning wit there not enough diſc 


12. Saw the ſolid realities of the inviſible word, viz. in , 
certain ſpiritual operations of cleanſing, ſweetening, corro- 


| boration, and growth in grace and vigour of ſoul. 
Feaſted pretty ſoberly, . , 

15. O how ſuperficial, perplexed, and obſcure is our 
knowledge of things natural! - and . matter of humili- 
ation, not oſtengation ! 


| Reſolved 
. 


EL 


* 
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% 


ith much got late to youth's meeting, 

where an ancient miniſter diſpenſed the word well, deploring 

our ſpiritual” condition in the dearth of miniſters. _ 
Have In Be gail hereof? I am not wholly 


18, I am, at the higheſt computation, in the th of the 
period affigned me; but probably rather in the I th. Lord, 
; and looſen ſrom the love of the world. 

leven patients and twelve viſits almoſt all the buſineſs. 


of this day centered in the 


19. A + buſineſs, the oer of the contemplation and 
dopymer of which e this roifhrſes of bene nature; and the 


— —— uncertain, Surely, there is a 


better ſtate and occupation 


10. Very ſnappiſh: the reſult of, firſt, weakneſs ; ſecond, 


too eager an attachment to E third, pride. 
121. The Lord hath chaſtiſed, but not wholly caſt down : 


eee deals is # painful work in ure and in | 


s eee ud and particulzel of phyſick, was low-w- 
ered on w eollected dr ate abbey Houleations firſt, its 
ſole object are the miſeries of men; of which, ſecond, it is 
but an uncertain fuccour; third, and if it were certain, as 
mere mortal body is the ſubject, it is of leſs value; fourth, 


diſeaſes are ſo far from being ablolute evils, that they are 


. ſs that Socrates was right in. Tg 


— 3 indolent miniſters for their negleſt of heit 


proper duties in ſome glaring inſtances. 
Saw clearly that the leaft miniſter of the goſpel, if faith. 


kali infinitely-more honourable than the greateſt phyſician 


of the body. 


rd l ſpiriudd captive without rebuke ; 


O my barrenneſs! _ 
Poor 2 and very croſs; and, I doubt, bath, 


no hope in his den 


A happy thou he of preſenting C. 8. with an old Mss, 
which partly laid a foundation for a moſt uſeful and virtuous 
medical ſociety in this land of indolence : bleſſed be the 
Lord, for I never dreamt of the good conſequences, I hum- 
bly hope, entailed on this ſecming accident. Thus © the 
ot is caſt into the lap; but the whole diſpoſing thereof 1 is of 


9 Pr v. Xxvi. 3 8 
3 Sil 
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e Lord, grant I 
this power as I have done. TX 


goodneſs hath not humbled enou 
elſe,” ſurely, the he Ea "fin would have, ere oh 


„O the abundant and ſweet occupation of my ſolitude | 
= z this is a gift and peculiar bleſſing from God 5 


Still _ 
no l 


Anger on occaſion diſproportionate 9 
1301 I am rich outward! — bur poor "aint Nap par- 
9 in love, 2 — in 


in humility, 


Detained How quarter| — necelfarit 
Sol. O how near was Ito being utterly — 
my labour of chirty years in the Aſateria Medica! Learn 


_ e Sub gy fean, in vigilance, 


Be ret os ar 19 hopes and def 
The preſent de jon ofthe offpring of the ri no new 
thing-—1-Oor. i. „ Ye fee your calling, brethren, not many 


rich, not wiſe, not many mighty, not man noble.” - 
= Perverſeneſs ſeems to be my capital 2” Lav 
iver. 
W. E's words and deportment convinced J. 8. Quett 
How do mine my ſervant ? 


Anfw. Kata unleſs ſhe cover my infirities with 


charity 

Ke Now be Lord's bon opens the 

ſtudy of the eria M Lord, nd $a love, and 
iy the *medela mentis: and cleanſe, (weeten 


make fruitful. : 
- 28. Lord, let the fire now burn againſt-evit-in- all de- 
grees, even in this day of proſperity, as much as in that of . 


afflicti 
5 — diſcharged myſelf to viſitors and 


_ miniſters on their neg of the ſchool · meeting. | 

An accuſer of the brethren” called me liar, in publick, 
which I anſwered not, bleſſed be the Lord. 

God is weaning from inofdinate reading, * 
r Goaded fun 


„Al 
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2. Then haſt done more for the world than an ordinary 
Son and art called to a retreat. 
3. Lord, I abhor 1 and inſolence in thy holy 
_ preſence; and, alſo, remains of an inordinate love of 
mature. 
| The Lord hath exempted me from moſt of the troubles | 
common to men: I worſhip his unmerited bounty. _. 
5. Some 13 to me as a whetſtone or goad to 
Dr ſingularly indulgent 
m igations 104 
Providence, for my exſy — ſo favourable to ſpirituals. 
A faithful miniſter of the goſpel is as much above me, as 
r to the captives, as goſpel is above law. 
A great famine of the word: God ſtrengthen to attend 
meetings in theſe dreary times: many times, formerly, 


, wounded by's baſtardly miniſtry now tired -with none 


'*O) how may year hats the Lord waited on me, ant. 
not forſaken 
B. is going; and ſo moſt of my acquaintance : doth 
God ths ſpare Surely, in — mercy. bay | 
„ Pots notary I ſee a ſu- 
3 but its purſuit is dimcult. | 
7. R ved bo decline ſuperfluous viſits, in order to finiſh 
the 7 Jay's work, night advancing. 


1 bleſs thy goodneſs, Lond who haſt belped er pirat! ; 


: 


* turn ed a little. Q for more fruitfulneſs ! 


Youthful ſtudies in Materia Medica reviewed with a 46. | 
gree of pleaſure : but embittered by ſinful compotations, 
8. O the hardneſs of my beart, and. want of real, jag 
_- depreffion and humiliation, under a ſenſe of peculiar un- 
merited favours ! Surely, this ſhould difpel every emotion of + 


inſolence, 1 
7 Feaſted to the ad limits. © 


10, O thou who overcameſt the world, fortify . 
2 ſmiles thereof in riches, which wr pride, 


er, luſt, and intemperance, 
e Lord is ſmitin owe ſhepherds. 


1. O the imperſections of every branch of nadicins 1 
we are © poor, 8888 infants, Th 
12. 
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| 12. The gef. of he e cn to that 


8 
. n uns maladies are univerka ; far otherwiſe 
R e Npr oy 
Second. The ſuccours for them are not attended with the 
uncertainties of the other. 
Third, The ſpiritual maladies are abſolite evils, and en- 
everlaſting ruin ; not ſo thoſe of the body, but often 
uctive both of moral and ſpiritual good. | 
"13. Lord chi mein that der vn org ore 
as to gz eat n » g1ve courage ta 
the world, — — > fas i 2 8 
Still moroſe. 
14. Lord, raiſe to the *Mmede/a mentis : . 
miraculouſly for the Materia Medica ; Shall I now idolize 
it ? ys I 


more. 
A ſilent meeting 3 but the fire was on the altar, Lord, I 


kiſs thy rod in the preſent flight bodily affliction of ſore e 
— me from immoderate reading. OR. ; 
I received great contempt from a patient with much pa- 
tience ; whilt ſmart at home, where I had r. Lord, 
1 * 3 nba 
15. The- peculiar glory is the re- 
velation of life eternal on the one hand, and God's wrath 
for ſin on the other: the impreſſion of this illumination was 


of labours in botanicks : 0 
that they had been leſs defiled ! | 


17. At meeting 
alſo his word to me, viz. Thou canſt nat be heir of 
two ki z” and undeniably confirmed by the other text, 
© Yo ponies hate two aaftees's* wherefore I will flacken, 
help me, O God! 
ow little is that ſacred truth frequently, uttered by 
G. H. minded, viz, « You do not bring your children and 
and ſervants ?” 
| I am.in 8 much lower ſphere than moſt of the heroes I | 
have deſcribed. 

21. A play-haunter, on the viſit, gave me little thanks. 
My Gickeal gifenk r Lark, hab iy od th 
n e 


N — 


24. Fate 


— The word of the Lord to T. W. was 


. „ 


„n EE 
PR 


Wine 6 a pode belated 
learning the rudi- 
eee 


Scolding before meeting very hurtful, experience. 
of — 2 at 2 meeting” of diſ- 


I am a mere novice in Chri 


aka 
jud on a delinquent illuſtrious brother. 
cps, in — of the — viſit of Dublin ia 
| ire months to this y, bleſſed be the Lord. 


1. God ſpeaketh once, yea twice in moribund patients, 
my own infirinides,,. We have here no continuing 
city.“ 


A new medical ſociety opened, giving me an opportu 


n 
of furniſhing Sven uo ee eh 
dotin 


I Tae — lling heart, 
| r e my grove 
ones Some e il 


run * 


v. / 
$4% 
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1. Lats hing ſhortened matin. 
| Othe eng of ® Thy will be done on earth!” Ie de- 
iſhes all murmurings under all events, great and ſmall. 
6. Fervent gratitude for the clear evidences of Chriſti- 
anity, as to the perſonal appearance of Chrift on earth: O 
for a fuitable- conformity to his precepts, and the work of 
re” en O that my obedience might bear ſome greater 
on to ſuch accumulated evidence 
Here are mighty efforts to prevent de famine of 
bread: but, O the ſtupidity of the people ! Who thinks of 
the famine of the word, with * we are 
ly eatened ? 
" Agam,” our politicks preſent us with adiſmal view of 
*. e is here cauſe of Joy ? | 
Dogged laſt night and this morning. 
Hit. Ii faſting the ancients had their Statio, which 
continued to three in the afternoon ; their Fejunium 
evening; and their Super pofitio ofi extraor 


and fins) tit} next morning. r 


| On a ſober review, a 111 the firong 
Tt OI Ins, 0 that — . 


chief. Lord, — ENFy 


1 


occaſions - 
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16. Behold the / pittance of public 'worſhip Bog 
S. | 


God, indeed, accept of it alone ? Surely, nay. 
2 9 rs EG in having given vp my name: 
rd, 

19. Practiſed the Statio, i. +. faſting til near three in tbe 
afternoon, and found it to be not a whit more than neceſſary. 
20. Cloſe reflection ſhews ſtill a grovelling heart: I am, 
however, not only enliſted, but 2 a ſolemn covenant 
wie Won made in my youth, fulfilled on his part, but 

ry imperfeatly.on mine ; and now the defeQ to be-zealouſty 
E in all religious ſervices. p 

have tried the ſpirit of the people in their lowneſs to 
ſubſcribe for a work of merit, . 
a depraved taſte: Lord, help them and me. 

21.” The meeting filent ; but the fire aorta 

22. A little ſwiaiſh at dinner and | 

23. O the eſs of God in ſending' his Son ! This 
dormant truth has been occaſi manly, of late, reſuſcitated. 
24. Again, as lately, God's chaſtiſeme nt was mild. | 

25. . 

27. Sol. Now is the trying time; ſhall the miniſters and 
elders deſert God, nde hier For if they fail, the 
— . ro ene 


ptey. 
ruptey 


= Lord, thou haft reſtored und ft 
th in a proportionate attendance on the altar. 
| s hammer on perverſeneſs, and on natural 


Sol. O how is the Lord ſending his j on us! 
Partly threateni partly puniſhin A „ rhe 
verty j privately, in poverty, ſickneſſes, ; 

US CT 2s bz 

this is not thy reſt. Lord, [ thank thee for thy preſent in- 
dulgence to me, and pray it may be ſandlified. 

31. * * 


ssc Movrn, 175 


2. Lord, bee the hammer yet Rronger on doggednefs 
I will ſtand in awe of my own tongue and pen. 
gf The Lord hath Qrengthened beyond expeBation | 5 


Soul, 


. n 


4. At meeting. 1 worſhipped Divine Goodnefs this Py * 
which, as in youth, ſo nos in age, is calling for the ſu - 
love ; and 8 then beyond childiſh delights, ſo now 

1 and above the more manly of natural ſtudies. Remem- 
ber well that ſcience without r is but oſtentation. 


5. Very ed or ſnappiſh. 

& Queſt het. will-make «fierce man mech, what W 
drunken man ſober, and not only ſo, e eee 
man beavenly * 

Addiſon's Evidences of Chriſtianity. undeniable : what 
then but a conformity to the precepts of Chriſt . 

7. O how zealous were the primitive Chriſtians in -pro+ 
pagating Chriſtianity ? But how little zeal have we, and 
why uſe we have not enough witneſſed its ſweetneſs 


9 
12 have I and we to do with earth] commo- 
0 Bar, v.'v. we almoſt as much as others. Is this the 
people called out of the. world, and art ou GR * 
4t N. 
8. Opens the con with the youth. 
10. Thou art b . in rituals, yet mayeſt * 
ſons and daughters in that _ or, at leaſt, be 
terer: but, O my barrenneſs 
II. Scl. At meeting on the faſt-day ; our tables — 
been too much a ſnare ; and who _ _ We . 
contagion ? | ” 
Ate too much yeſterday. / | 
12. One great evidence of the truth of Chriſtianity was 
its effects on the lives of its profeſſors, particularly the firſt 
| , three hundred years: but, alas! this ee hath Joſt its 
force now, I think through unbelief. 
e believer than ever, bleſſed | 


the 
5 |. 13. Sol. This is « land of darkneſs and imperſeion: 
ul 


en ik fond — it? 1 ; 

awake; not ven 
but even now, in th chil WY A bath Math d 
raiſed up Chriſtians in power and life, even living evidences; 
a peculiar favour to me and us of this way: to which add, 
that high favour to me, that I was led to write their hiſtory 
(an awakening circumſtance). Now, Lord, give their 24 
in holy moderation and reſorvedneſs in natur ſtudies, 


14 Snappiſh on te Se „ Media: Lark len 5 


15. On reſumi 
: lore for human 2 
| * N n. A 
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1 A little ſwniniſh at 

nn 7 tad my rn 

Is At meeting—Li in a clear of 
the puiſſance of theſe —— 2 firſt, Noe 
kerceneſs j ſecond, habit, in too vehement a purſuit of na- 
tural ſtudies 3 third, the ſpirit of the world. 

Divers troubles and diſappointments on my ſoliciting the 
publications of my MS8. © God | : may I have 
cars to hear 

21, ——— the bacchanalian is going at ſorty- nine, and 
9 Johnſon at ſixty- nine. 


. renovation of the viſion of the 20th 
above; and withal Lucifer at my right hand to elevate. 

23. Sol. Sickiſh on a feaſt : fineſs haſt thou with 
entertainments ? "They are all irkſome and morbiferous, 

24. O the multitude of the diſeaſes of the body in Hippo- 
crates's lift | but where ate thoſe/ of the mindz of more 
importance and not to be negloted by me now this evening 

25. In a night-watching ſome illuminations ; but Lucifer 
at my right hand. 

A ſilent meeting; but the fire not out. 
on « No man can ſerve two maſters,” was cloſely ap- 
plied to me. 
I e re te e e Jar: indiſ- 

tion. 

27. Avaunt Satan] the Lord is ſtrengthening, and pro- 
moting my progreſs, 

O that waſt with me in deep affliction, be with me 
in this ſun-ſhine day; and thou, who faidſt to the lame, 
Mons: fay unto the fierce, Ne makes ond 6s (he grants He 


A little contrition this 

28. Upon reading on the T 
me; that the antitype, the f 
walk worthy hereof ? 


what a bleſſing to us 
is come! Shall we not 


Tump MonTH, 1757. 


2. h not a miniſter, the Lord made me a whetſtont 
to the miniſters, and bleſſed my ſtation as ſuch. 
Seven patients, paupers: Lord, give reliſh to the 
entertainment 
1 4. Hit. 
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4. Hiſt. Two Chriſtian heroes and champions againſt the 
uſe of ſpirituous liquours, viz. Dr. Hales and Dr. Henty. 
6. Who has borne proſperity unhurt ? Not I. | 

Alte rather a little too much before meeting. HOES, 

8. O the flow improvement of arts, and particularly ours ' 
An evidence of our ignorance, and that of our fathers ; new 
_ diſcoveries ſhewing it, as well the origin of the world. 

11. On a provocation, exerciſed a dumb reſentment for 
two da inſtead of ſcolding. 
13. Well: Chriſt is aſſuredly come, and he ſays, „Seek 
2 kingdom of heaven: wherefore—more to ſpiri- 
: but, ht 
er n er aents [anne Fudtes | Lord, 
_leflen it | X 
I am the leaſt and Jateſt-born among my brethren : I will 
EET Ea a dagres of concen; in the evening 
itation, with a contrition, evening; 
but the dark power at my right-hand. bro 2 
15. Sol. O how trifling and worldly our converſation, 
* the body; not a word of Chriſt, though we 
im! | 


Awake, and maintain the dignity of thy on, even 
as called out of all ſuperſluĩities in buſineſs and in ſtudy ; and 


moreover, even out of fighting and all diſquietudes under 
every revolution in the ſtate; but we are mixed, nor am I 
free from the contagion : Lord, help ! | — 
19. A little ſwiniſh at dinner. 2 | 
20. A ſilent meeting; but the fire on the altar. 
This is a life of darkneſs, ignorance, and imperfection; 
and ſo, ſurely, not our reſt; every thing proclaims this 


22. Sol. Remember well, chat the. ſin of drinking has 
contaminated thy ſplendid virtues ; and that the Pa ifs int 
Lent obey man more ſtrictiy than thou haſt obeyed God in 
or out t. a 
The Lord ſupported to proſecute ſpirituals this day. - 
Scolded too vehemently. Ws | 
23: Dogged again: O my weakneſs ! 
he writers upon the Apocalypſe help to ſupport drooping 
faith in theſe dreary times. | | 
M. P. four days married, and a propheteſs, died of a cho- 
lick ; and an experienced and active ſenior is alſo going: O 
what a mortality among. us ! | 
O the myſterious ways of Providence ! Lord, prepare for 
the impending trials, | 4 5 0 
28 25. A 


| p \ 
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235. A vehement curſe received in the ſtreets : remember 
thy own doggedneſs g 4 | 
. | 27+ Sol. What we fools call evil, is good in the view of 
heaven, v. g. Scarcity for abuſed plenty. - - - 
Now impends a load on our ſhoulders, ſome of the pillars 
gone and going. 5 | a 12 | 
At meeting : if 1 return meeker and ſoberer, I am a 
28. Bleſſed goſpel-news from the Apocalypſe. 
29. Hiſt: Sion in mourning : only one ſtripling to go to 
the province - meeting, and I confeſſed my arrear, not having 
attended above a year. * 
3o. At a feaſt Not without ſome little divine influence 
or preſerving pd wer: Lord, give more 
31; Feaſted with reſerve; bleſſed be God ! ' 


Fouxrn MoNnTH, 1757. A 
3. Rev. ix. God ſent locuſts to puniſh idolaters : 
And, ſurely, we, who have lately denied Jeſus both in 

practice and theory, are alſo righteouſly plagued by the in- 

curſions of the French; but do not ſeem to look up to the 
hand that ſmites, but merely to ſecond cauſes. 

P. I. a dying, and J. A. caducous: the Lord is mowing 

down my aſſociates in an awakening manner, 

Surely, the termination of the ſcene in the A ypſe is 
an end worthy of God, viz. © The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of Chriſt.” 

6. A deep ſenſe of God's love: may it operate unto a 
reconcilement to little croſs events . 
1. Piggiſh at meals; | | | 

13. Hiſt. The Methodiſts hold conferences on ſpiritual 
experiences ; I hitherto in a lower ſphere, on mere body : 
thus the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven is greater than I. 

14. Unrighteouſly ſnappiſh. | | 

16. Soliloquy on finiſhing my work: Lord, thou haſt 
been peculiarly bountiful to me on this occaſion: thou haſt 
indulged unworthy me with great leiſure and length of days 
for this purpoſe ; with ability and uncommon opportunities 
in a ſurprizing number of favourable incidents, which I have 
improved with a' view to uſe, and the love of truth, har- 
mony, and juſt proportion; and thou haſt crowned with a 
degree of ſucceſs, Thou haſt given modeſty in a due d 
to the ſentiments and help of others, and prudence and _ 

F 2 c 
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in a 


Nr 12 — 
wat on dat 4 en ality, = 
and bleſſed and ſweetened my ſoli ! and 
than thoſe 


— 


8 conſtancy, no 
L. Tn ter, who 
1 beautiful and p and have the 


pr of living in m after my death, to the 
— 7 7 8 was never my view : I can- 
= ſay the ſame of honour : but ever .- - -— gm with the 
idea of uſefulneſs, and not the mere 

Thou broughteſt to the brink of the grave, and raiſedſt 
- up, and highly ſanRifiedſt my afflition. | 

Some les and contempt on this occaſion I thank 
thee, Lord, for ſending ; a love to temporals may be 


-embittered, and I raiſed u ſpiritual analogy to the 
inward power nted p Obs in its cleanſing, ſweet- 
.ening, and co ing quality: operations on the mind of 


as far more importance and than thoſe on the bod 
as heaven is above earth.“ deny, 4 
16. At meeting An humble confidence of ſome ſpiritual 


advancement, through mercy. 
EN the teconcllement i trouble inkarably annexed to 
Matin in Kempis 3 but Paul the apoſtle's deſcription of | 
Charity exceeds, 
More delight in reading Kempis than in any natural 
— 2: blſed be the Lon, who dat fen me wick fock 


"mw 2. Peg at » feaſt 
| 23 553 D 
ol. — reliquifti, was Kempis's 
| Ne os hg: to me, and to us 
who in fpeech, . declare 
— cer Lord, n 
Evermore, converſation after meeting hurts. 

2 gc br ea | 

Lord: then haſt given to be content lde and 

wo re 

a low and mean way am I exerciſed in practice: 
LEE nyo ut 


9 
ee ee the ed 
| | Firn 
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Firn Month, 77. | 
1. At meeting—O the length, breadth, and * of 
God's mercy, on a ſober review of my paſt life! He was 
all along underneath in the midſt of divers infirmities and 
ſins. I ought to have been far more heayenly-minded, unto 
which diſpoſition God is now calling with a louder voice, 
3. Fraud from à patient; but I have deſerved worſe for 
unrighteous ſcolding. 
Feaſted, but find that, though moderate, it rather hurts, 
1 on another occaſion, too int#nſe. 
4. 3 but God checked, and I bowed to his * 
ance; and I opened my mouth to the children at 
os: Lrns Eby ited, my name being given by is « qublic: 
5. Iam fairly my name being given in, in a 
rofeſſion, both in word and writing: Lard, give ts — 
Pers da and henceforth. ' | | 
6. Cholerick and ſnappiſh on A 
17 Got among my betters in a ſelect- meeting of miniſters 
elders, though very late, and with great ſtruggle. | 
A laconick ſarcaſm there, true and pertinent, © Your li- 
berality is prodigality : and your country, as to ſpiritual men, 
is almoſt depopulated ; however, here are a few honeſt hearts 
through the provinces.” | 
Here is a miſerable penury of ſpiritual fathers ; Lord, flay 
me, and raiſe me, 7 
J. An excellent hint to miniſters ; 4 Do not you ſeek ta 
live on the bread of conſolation yourſelyes, o much as 
ſeek for 2 to feed the multitude, The little foxes 
ſeparate from the kingdom as effectually as groſs ſins, even 
whatſoever draws from the love of God: ſo that, after hav- 
ing been baptized, there ſtill remained ſome foulneſs which 
required a ſecond baptiſm,” 
. Ate and drank, inadvertently, too much before meeting, 
to my ſpiritiual loſs, 
| e knowing the terrors and chaſtiſements of the Lord, 
a mark of ſon-ſhip ; and vice verſa, the want of them, of 
illegitimacy and forfeiting the inheritance. | 
12. Sol. Although this be not thy reſt, thou art daily 
diſappointed in endeavouring to make jt ſo ; far troubles are 
both ynayoidable and profitable, 


13 At 
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At a meeting of miniſters and elders, a woman gave us 2 | 
hint of our deficiency In having no record there, the loſs 


ſuſtained by which eyidentl * 
O, bleſſed be the A who is wooing to ſuperior 


— 
purity, not by dead: precept, but by living example 

16. Paid a viſit to the women's meeting. e 

17. O for a ſpiritual ſociety ous to thoſe formed for 

2 3 of natural ſcience! But how ſhall it be 


19. Ate and drank to live. 

20, Scolding too vehement. | 

21. Feaſt too long protracted. | 

22. O my weakneſs, and not yet perfected liberty, in uſing 

* the terms of Firſt, Second month, &c. even among our bre- 
thren I Lord, raiſe. HE $47 

To our moſt ſplendid and agreeable entertainments is an- 
nexed a ſting : 1 am not fond of, but decline, them, Lord 
help: and is there not a fellowſhip without a ſting, even that 
of the ſaints in light? And ſhall I not aſpire after it? 

A ſweet commemoration of God's mercy to us, in caſting 
our lot in this age of Proteſtantiſm, and zeal to carry on the 
reformation from all the remaining corruptions of Popery. . 

24. That branch of the prayer, „Thy will be done,” 
excludes all repining : Lord, help. 2 

2 $: 'To enjoy and not to abuſe riches is the point. 

26. Mat. xxv. „He that is angry with his brother with. 
-out a cauſe,” &c. OI have violated this precept | Lord, 
pardon ; and may both the fin and penalty be averted from 

henceforward | Lord, how long ſhall this ferocity reign ? 
Wit — 8 ſubdue it? And, O my ſoul, canſt not thou 
put it off! * e 5 
ge . Aſpired after more moderation and weaning from na- 
tural ſtudies. | 7 
28. O chou inflammable jack- ſtraw. 5 
29. The Lord is ſtriking my borders, alſo, in dearneſs 
and ſcarcity of bread and drink : bleſſed be this diſpenſation; 
for I have abuſed proſperity. 7 2 
Sol. The mere corruptible body hitherto the chief ſubject 
of my car.. x 7" SY 
FP See what thou haſt done jn nature: truly, a great 
deal, and how ? By affiduity; Lord, grant that the like may 
Did not the Lord give me, in iny younger days, a 3 
to attack Antichriſt, and which was exerciſed according 11 ? 
| | no Saracen 4 
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But now, earthly. impediments more removed, and death 
impending, a louder call is heard, even to join with faithful 
brethren in aſpiring to a complete reformation and reſto. 
ration, and to an uniformity of conduct in all reſpects, ac- 
„ doQrine, Lord, give the power and 
irik, , 
31. A multitude of paupers ; Lord, animate my admini- 
ſtrations to them, and make them more glorious in my view, 
Opened my hiſtory of indigenous eſculent vegetables for 
the poor, on the impending ſcarcity, | 


sern MonTn, 1757. 


Ve Be, and profeſs to be, open to all inquiries, thay 
Ce Or. _ 

Got to the ſchool- meeting with a e: the body and 
its concerns embarraſs the foul in its flight. 
2. A juſt view of my preſent ſtate, viz. Reſt, riches, 
' honours, retroſpection ſoured by ſins, ſweetened by virtues, 
and digeſting youthful acquiſitions for the uſe of poſterity ; 
Lord, 2 now from graſping after novelties, 

3. Vapouriſh from indjgeſtion : our feaſts have a ſting. 

5. On ſome . from unrighteaus accuſations, 
ſilence was my ſweet refuge. 


A memorable ſilent 2 to be recorded in my annals: 
Lord, rectify my ſpirit in drin ing, eating, ſtudying, and in 
ſcolding. will dwell with the devouring fire againſt 


ſin, in its very. conception, even under thy chaſtiſement. 
The greateſt miſchief is, to deſire to be great rather than to 
be thus ſlain ; ſurely, the Lord was eminently with me this 
day—Withal a clear fight of our ſpiritual poverty, as 2 
people, and-its cauſe, viz. A carnal-minded people can be 
no otherwiſe : wherefore, beware, leſt thou be a partaker 
with them. 0 | 
An affront in the ſtreet ; a man unknown pinched me: - 
reſented it with calmneſs and reſolution. 
Ate and drank to live. 65 : 
Bon * a voluntary ſabbath, on the finiſhing my late 
work. | 
DO for ſame proportion of ſpiritual induſtry to the natural 
I have ſought and found in nature: now ſeek in grace. 
Seized with a ſudden tremor in the eyes, and a temporary 
| oo . ſhort, bleſſed be the Lord 
ery marrow on a provocation, s 
F 4 9. Where 


85 erer niny 
& Whew how abs Algiers of wich hefore? 


what time, ſtudy, collation, review, examination re- 
iterated ; what travels and correſpondences ; what reading ; 
what expences unſpared ; and all for the mere knowledge of 
outward medicine ſ But how little for the inward ? Behold, 
I turn about: Lord, lead on. | | 

10. Drank to the utmoſt bounds, if not beyond. My 

11. Head-ach, the juſt reſult of yeſterday's exceſs. 

The author of Manners and Principles of the Times is a 
ſecond attack on our grandees and men of the world, as 
Dr. Young was the Felt; ſurely, the Lord is merciful 
to us: . 

At a ſilent meeting The prevailing query has been, Who 
ſhal! be the gre teſt and the wiſeſt? 14. 200 ſhall be beſt, 
r whoſe will ſhall be moſt conformed to the will of his 
Maker, as it ought to he. FAS 
Sol, There is leſs danger from ſilence than from bad 
ſpeaking : unleſs God belp, we are in danger of becoming a 
proy to fools or defigning men. ** 
O my groyeling heart ' how ſhall J ſtem the torrent of 
earthly purſuits in natural knowledge? How ſhall heaven 
reſume the upper ſeat every day? * His labor, hoc opus. 
_ Lived to drink : and the head-ach a moſt righteous 
Fontequence, 8 es: 
At a filent meeting O the deformity of ſin in others, far 
— hideous in myſelt : Lord, take away the vizard of ſelf- 


love. „ 
O what infants are we in natural knowledge, particularly 
ia the Materia Medica, after centuries of years, as appears 
in Le Clerc's Hiſtory, whilſt mere copyiſts are innumerable. 
23. A vexatious'morning : too frerful, through weaknels, 
on two occaſions, And, again, the CY 
24. Scolded too vehemently. | 
Got to meeting with a ſtruggle ; there, true goſpel from 
a youth, and wholeſome adinonition to the . I will, 
ſwallow it. ; : 
Danger in the new ſociety : I will not be enſlaved, nor 
ſuffer myſelf to be brought into graſping after nature any 


1 help, Lord. 
the contemptibleneſs of converſation! O how little 
ſpiritual converſe any where | Wi 


. This is my chief labour and concern. 


I am 
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I am ſick of politicks. - 


Wo is me for anger 
25. Feaſted a little be bounds. ö 

Mechanicelly cholerick in the morning. 
26. On a little fatigue and indigeſtion, a return of the 
tremor of the eyes. 

At meeting, two ſweet goſpel calls to the youth: why fo 
little of this at home ? Is the difference in the Lord, or in us 
men ? The anſwer is eafy, | 

Of the infirm and corruptiole body, both their own and 
others, enough: I now devote my veſper to the foul—God 
leads into ſolitude after meeting: I will give way to his 


drawings. 

Read Penington, a man of deep experience and great 
ſnowy : bleſled be the Lord for ſuch company | 

28, Supidity overtook me and belated my meeting. 

l am yet too worldly : Lord, redeem more. 
Feaſted rather beyond bounds, 

30. Sol. With difficulty have we formed a ſociety for 
nature : but, O, where'is one for grace! Is there no com- 
munion of ſaints on earth cloſer than what I have ex- 
perienced ? Surely, we are miſerable! O the groveling, 
contemptible converſe of mortals ! How little of Chriſt any *' 
where! What but the glory and beauty of this world is 
talked of and purſued? And in my profeſſion, what at beſt 
but the welfare of the mere body, and even that but ſorrily 
conſulted, and with great imperfection ? | 


£ 
” 


. 
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. O for more of the fear of the Lord in drinking ! © 
almoſt deſpair of overcoming this crofſneſs ; but will not 
give over ſtriving. * | 

3. Low and a little hipped; but the Lord ſpoke com- 
fortably to me at meeting, 

At afternoon-meeting—A clear viſion of the imperfeftion 
and unhappineſs of man in his moſt flouriſhing ſtate, whether 
of riches or knowledge : both ſtages of temptation and great 
danger—and the 9 is, to wean from this world and 
to deſpiſe it: ſo Lord, raiſe and help. 

5. Feaſted, inadvertently, beyond bounds. 

Odiouſly cholerick. | | 

6. Sol. May the fear of the Lord mingle itſelf with my 
ſeaſting and ſtudies ! 

| 8. Soul, 


E 
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8. Soul, remember thy vow on God's ſignal viſitation 


three Row ago. 8 

9. y ſo uneaſy under the ſpiritual captivity of our 
brethren? Lord, awaken to a ſympathy with thy ſeed. 

A degree of improvement in ſpirituals ſince the æra above 
mentioned, both in daily retirements and ſpiritual readin 
and in a reſtraint laid on natural ſtudies: but ſtill perverie- 
— wherefore double the guard hencefor- 


Sol. Our politicks wear a diſmal aſpect; but, nearer home, 
even within the verge of our little ſociety, what proſpect 
hare we when miniſters neglect the youth, and they and the 
elders devolve the care of them on others ? | 

10. Impatience of contradiction. 

Talk 2 meeting always hurts, 

Goaded the minifters for their neglect of the youth. 

12. O the precariouſneſs of our tenure, amidſt almoſt 
continual alarms of deaths! Lord, ſanctify theſe events ! 
Surely, moderation ſhould be the ſequel. | 

Dinner chocolate, and ate to live. © | 

5. O this is a mere infant-ſtate, and no other: why 
then ſo-fond of it? | | 

On tranſcribing the labours of our miniſters— Well; the 
leaſt of theſe is far greater than I. 88 

19, Sol. Thou haſt declaimed publickly on the church 
coming out of the apoſtacy : beware then of thy conduct. 

The hiſtory of medicine ſhews abundantly the extremely 
flow progreſs of the art, and what pygmies we are, and ſhould 
humble us. | 

21. Books pour in, far more than I can read and apply: 
I will curtail. | 

22. A moſt heavy cold, ſuch as I hardly remember, "The 
Lord is ſhaking my confidence in this life. | 

23. O the fatigues and hazards that ſoldiers undergo to 
gain an earthly advantage, and with uncertain events but 
what do we, to get a heavenly crown ? Anſw. If I have not 
ſuffered, I have acted. a . 

24. The Lord lately was my phyſician and healed me. 

See the fruit-bearing vine, how it thrives among rocks, 
and better than when manured: and ſo may we with little 


- preaching. 


25. A tender call to the youth from a divine old 


MH 
why are not we alike animated Doubtleſs, ſame . 
loved has interpoſed. | 
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28. The tremors of the eyes attacked. | 
29. Thine is the kingdom: thou haſt ſhaken the pillars 
of my fabrick ; Lord, ſanctify the diſpenſation | 
At meeting—A deep ſenſe of the love of God, in calling 
more loudly ever at this eleventh hour. 
Feaſted with the faints, and to the utmoſt bounds. _ 
O our unworthineſs of the inſtrumental viſitations of God l 
And thou vile man, what waſt and art thou? Not a whit 
better than a reſpited criminal, 
30. 'God's mercy appears, in ſending us miniſters in theſe 
dreary times. | 
31. Accompliſhed the viſit to the families at Timohoe, 
encouraged their women to fit in the women's meetings, 
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1. The tremors of the eyes returned on fatigue, and per- 
haps on the exerciſe of mind attending the viſits. | 

3. At the ſchool-meeting, three of us ſtand in the gap: 
Lord, help us Wanted | | 

4. If we will not viſit neighbouring meetings for love, 
wherein do we differ from hirelings ? T ; 

What can I do better than, in this heel of my evening, to 
bear publick teſtimony by my conduct of the — 
of all bodily concerns compared to ſpiritual ? 

5. Lord, bound my ambition and covetouſneſs of ſcience, 
ev the cloſe of the day to the contempt of the 
world. | 

6. O for the revival of that ſweetening power I felt at 
the time of my vow and ſpiritual eſpouſals 1 Lord, renew it 
in this the day of tranquillity. | 

There is, aſſuredly, ſomething in our mini beyond 
thas of human A e bleſſed be the Lord 2 
2 B. Croſſneſs will be helped by being leſs intenſe in 
ies. | 
On reading the Apocalypſe—ls it fo really, that there is 
a falſe church, which is the object of God's wrath, and 
ſhall be deſtroyed? Then ſee that thou be out of her 
borders. | | 

Ate and drank to live. 

9. Was this day preſented with Lucas's ſarcaſtical remarks | 
on my book, f 
This is a wholeſome diſcipline, though ſevere : a contro- 
verſy enſued : God mingles trouble with pleaſure. There 

| are 
| i 


! 
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are ſome im ions and errors in my work: I thank God 
he has found no more. 
13. Our outward enemies are advancing : ſhould we not 
m7 rn ag Hema —_ 0-57 ee 
proſperi 
1 deceaſed. 
e eee 


| ia A help us. 
2 See how thy time waſtes: thou art now the fifth on 
the liſt of the men's meeting 
The above ſarcaſm on m nf book is of t uſe : it gives 
caution and opportunities py $0 cure truths, and 
= ſcience, and improving 
19. n 
not iny reſt. 


20. An awful ſentence ; i He that heareth not this pro- 
phet (Chriſt) ſhall be cut off.” 
- Queſt, How doſt thou fulfil his 2 ? 
A miſerable ſhortneſs hath I am bowed, par- 
. ticularly on conſidering that « No man can ſerve two maſ- 
ters, God and mammon.“ | 
23. See what clouds of uncertainty and error in hydrology 
and the Materia Medica, notwithſtanding all our efforts; and 
learn _— to love the ſubject leſs; but, O how warped to 
nature 
25. O what a noble teſtimony of W. E. and the primi- 
tives: „The world was in no wiſe our maſter.” They were 
— beyond me; yet I hope and believe God i is weaning me 
28. O how did thoſe heroes, hide en I have 
drawn, write and trayel ? The leaſt of them greater than I, 
as their cauſe was infinitely more noble. 
At meeting—Great ſpiritual * under a ſolid ſenſe 
of this weak infant · ſtate. 
Next meeting —dull, and well nigh thady to ſleep. 
In the eyening, ſweet meditation with contrition, and 
humble hopes of a progreſs. 
30. At the men's meeting truth revailed, and undex- 
ſtanding and reſoſution was given ſui able to bon eln 


Nixrn 
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At meeting The Lord is battering down the ſtrong 
of inordinate love of nature. 

O the imperſections of ſcience ! this is not thy reſt. 
This diſpenſation of ſpiritual weaning from nature is 


pilgrim's and the ſtranger's ſtate. 
ſpoke here: I thought more of the goſpel- chant 
to the children was 9 

9. O Lord ! I ſinned: the ſpirit of the world prevailed in 

ining from meeting through wicked complaiſance to a 

viſitor, whom I preferred before thee ; and ſo am unworthy 
of thy favour, according to thy own expreſs declaration. 
Hereby, firſt, my ſoul was Re Ar ſecond, God's name 
was unhallowed, even in theſe declining times. 
Doſt thou, as a rotten pillar, give way? Yea, wo is me: 
Lord, be merciful to me a ſinner ! Lord, pierce and ſpare 
not. I am deceived in myſelf, Let this be called a bitter 


* Thy kingdom come, in the preference given to ſoul 
concerns. 

11. The meeting chiefly ſilent, and to me ſweetly illu- 
minative and attractive in a cloſe and home : 
“ Aſſiduity and perſeverance in temporals has been my caſe : 
now, Lord, grant it may obtain in ſpirituals, even in ſuch 
an advance to meekneſs and temperance as may never be 
defeated : and, ſurely, God hath not given this thirſt after 
righteouſneſs but in order that it may be-ſatisfied ; and, 
— who hath brought to the birth will enable to bring 

12. O the danger of fame and riches! I will fly from 


_ Chriſt's reproof to them that were ſkilful in the face of 
the ſky, but not in diſcerning the then times of his comi 

is now applicable to an. inordinate ſtudy of nature, — 
cated with an inattention to the preſent wretched ſtate of 
Chriſtianity « Lord, raiſe. Is not thy name unhallowed, and 
our holy profeſſion, as thy peculiar people, daily violated ? 
What pr of the ſpirit of * among its pro- 
feſſors, much leſs among ſews and Heathens; and at 
whoſe doors doth this lie, who lays it to heart ? 

2 " 


13- On 
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13. On hearing a female Chriſtian orator O ahh 6. 


bies are we men, to be thus ſtript of our crowns 
All eroſſneſs is a breach of * Thy will be done.” 
* «Do leſs in medicine and nature, faith the Lord, = F* 
who was with me, drawing on to heavenly=mindedneſs { O for 
the footiteps of thoſe who avoided worldly diy incumberances f 
And now, Lord, ſupport in holding up alight in this reſpect. 
have I purſued nature, and only partially found her. 
18. Hiſt. Dublin on the decay in ſpirituals compared to 
r 
as to outward ſupply and religion. 
21. Very che Jerick without cauſe. 
22. Surely, we (and I in particular) are proſeſſing to be 
8 Lord, — — 


— ay errors, on the late caſtigation of my ad: 
ver 
25. -My devotion with ſervants is but little more than 
reading a chapter ; but muſt be improved. 

28. Feaſted, at leaſt to the utmoſt bounds, 

29. Mechanically ſnappiſh. 

A ſudden tranſport on provocation. 

30. At meeting Reſolved to demean more piouſly before 
my ſervants, and teach them by example. | 

Paſſionate wrongly, even in the cauſe of truth, 


"9 
Tewrs Monre, Sj 


2. At meeting—O for the ſword on all the remnants of 
covetouſneſs, anger, and intemperance ! Lord, go on to ſlay. 
3. Sol. And is it ſo, that we are favoured with ſuperior 

light? Les: wherefore, O my foul, awake to evangelical 


. ban 
uick to anger, the reverſe of God. 

4 Ho 10 ool-meeting none but a foreigner and myſelf! 
ſurely, we are ſpiritual days: and ſee hence the miſchief | 
and baneful influerice of outward riches. 

7- O how improving, to riſe early | 

At a ſilent meeting A precious illumination on « Thy 
will be done: it excludes all repining, and includes AE 
all _ N ard doing all one ought. 

_ is in morning prayer. 
| the Lord, raed; accept of this old age of 
ao? Surely, not 2 the real regeneration the 
heavenly 
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heavenly temper to a predominancy over the earthly : Lord, 
raiſe, X 3 

O for ſome proportion of holineſs ſuitable to the 
en 5 the revelation of all this ſuperior lighe 
ove | . 
13. Do ſtill leſs in nature, in order to weaning. 
55 Three of my acquaintance now lie dead. | 
| = Lord, give me the holy tremor in putting hand 
to works of natural ſcience. poſſibly it may conſiſt with 
2 to 5 —— to —— my 2 in — . 
ca, the labour ot m too vehemen 
ſecuted, and in the days 4 nes He idolized. FS . 


Some ſecret in my evening - ſurvey, that I am 
making ſome ſucceſsful advances in purity of love and life, 
ſince my ſignal affliction. 


_ Exerciſe about mourning habits : Lord, give me the ſpirit 
on the impending exerciſe of Chriſtian diſcipline. 

19. Hift. The Methodiſts preach twice, ſometimes thrice, 
in a day, and ſeldom live in that laborious exerciſe above 
nine years. Soul, what art thou doing? I move in a lower 


ere. 

Our art is plain! conjectural and imperfect, from 
the dail Mere ann beg why then ſo fond of it? 

21. My * ER on entertainments : ſickneſs is almoſt 
neceſſarily entailed on them 3 at leaſt, ſuch circumſpeRion is 
neceſlary as hardly ever attends. 

22. * Fear God more than men,” ſaith the Son of God: 
but, O this precept, how is it daily violated, in reſpect to 
our fears of an outward enemy, compared to our fears of the 
loſs of diving favour 1 r | 

Remember well thy ſolemn open profeffion, in thy Call 
to the Captives in Sion, leſt thou be numbered among 
hypocrites. | 

The leaſt in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the 
naturaliſt : Lord, ſhew me ſome true-hearted ſpiritual focio's. 

23. Behold the autumnal leaves, and thy work, 

purious appearance. in miniſtry, the reſult of re- 
ſentment and envy : this, however, no new thing ; but has 
been the exerciſe of our predeceſſors, both in church and 


ſtate, | 
24. Light and truth preſided in my veſper, and of 
ſupport under church-trouble, bleſſed be he 1 Lord | * 
ealt with the ſpiritual offender in relation to his publick 
appearance z but obtained no ſatisfaction: we were preſerved 


96 A 8 DIARY. 


in patience, and I was thankful for it ; but ſince doubt, hat 
_ 1 rather ng po of i 

t a mee two of our biſhops abſent: * 

want of true My ty ſympathy there, gue we 

—_ Fellow us as TE ow Chriſt,” was well in- 


__ Beware left the phyſician encroach on the divine : remem- 
ber thy ſpiritual ſituation and tremble. 
tall hey the £11 mr ſuperiors in grace, and hope I 
full obey th call to more dilgrnce In foreign ſervices 3 3nd 
rdſhi 
* Hit. A diſmal time: no miniſters from nonk of 
— Gs | 
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x and 2. My ſervant fn, * I am aQtually mere croß, 
231 ng my 74 bloker ſions: ee 
1eve EE Tay to 
any 2 from this time. , 


2. 1 was with my betters, the miniſters, and love and 
light were with us, even in theſe dreary times. 

Hit. James Wilſon's teſtimony of bis wife: © In Afty- 
three years he never heard an unbecoming word from her.” 

J 6. Sol. The Lord hath not been aſleep ſince che time of 
L his outiyard coming; but many of us have been aſleep, and 
233 I am as yet but half awake. 

8. * = medi6 verſamur morte that a phyſician ſhould be 
earthily-minded, nothing can ſhew greater ſtupidity 3 yet ſo 
it is: Lord, quicken |! 

, 12+ Lord, t the diſmal 1 

me awaken and pierce my ſoul deeply, and 
worldly affection. | 
A degree of calmnef in the mit of hurry, bleſſed be the 


— A fie 1 read, was giraer"m way View han any of hs 
ati 

13. At meeting -I recollected my two covenants with 
God: the firſt I violated, and the am humbled, as 1 
9 „ e 


: 
4 4 


© We are very colverſant with deoth. 


8 
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m L. have kept, I hope, in a good degree, bleſſed 
| * Da. and deſire 2 than break it:. 
r thy fifty-ninth year is almoſt at an and, and 
thou haſt lon I devoted to — wee give te 
has, indeed, had the precedence. It is high time to bing 
preference to grace, and to proceed in the juſt man's 
and to witneſs-a repining of the inward man for a al 
ate, thy ſecret hope : for, ſurely, this is not thy reſt, nor 
is apy. worldly ject a ſufficient fund of joy and comfort. So 
come increaſing light, and truth, and love, - 
Some illumination concerning the natural wiſdom, as cen- 
tering in mere body, and its-,accommoedations'; and ſo but 
—— in compariſon to the wiſdom that I the * 


"Gor to morning · meeting with 
15. Vet 13 1 wo is me "SM 
experience o e in his old age, Though our out- 


var a perk ee e en renews dy by 
A foe « tide of che dikipline of the holy eos 


17 Read Penington: a high favour, a hiſto of the en- 


periences of a ſupernatural man, experiences as far above the 
natural as beaven is above earth: Lord L worſhip thee, for 
affording this notable means of ſalvation, , ! 
Some doggednelſs on provocation: © Is there 40 balm in 
Gilead?“ I ſurmiſe that bodily weakneſs is, in ſome degree, 
an occaſion: and the rather, as the uſual tremors. attacked 
this day, and grew better on repaſt, / 
18. Received an admonition for eſs actendance at meet 
ings: I think I am Clear. - 191 
L. 4 e N 2 E altar. beth dighi 
oh, Take up the croſs, et the paupers t, 
whilſt worldlings boaſt of the rich. - p 
19. Soul, awake to an rst ee here are two 
men 22 
20. Lord, I will bow and abhor myſelf i in this the day of 
6 : 2 
22 imony again ning habits 
Doubts about forming a 2 mor ical, ſociety : I bave 
2 to do in a private way. Eternity is at the Goor, 
and Lam in arrear in ſpirituals. | 
Ah e « Sew brotu of the mini. 
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14/965. A Gbeme for: Iridh tranſactions: bot, 
10 preſerue from idolatry And meetings muſt be at- 
tended with r 


n . 


* 


229 2:3 che „Terurrn lesen, 757˙ 
g 3 bee attended 60 is 
le er, know better ching God forgive ws wnd me 


A Ee is 
8 iſited m 2 a precious ſoul. 55 
ogged: but Lord was at hand, in the time of tewp- 
Ws, or near it. 

A ſober compotation with my ſervant and help-meet in 
my work, on ern e eee 
H our ages, 

4. et humbled wos: ill'the Lord, indeed, ac- 

cept of this my late evening- offering? Not without double 
2 nce: ſo, Lord, r it; and above all 
y treaſure, give * e and Chriftian 


Land, if it be thy will, open d feleQmeeting of fouls 

united in grace, even as in nature is already done. O what 

3 is this, that there ſhould be fo communion 
Hints upon earth!) 


e Apocalypſe” affords 2 wonderful treaſure of divine 


knowledge: God foreknoweth and foretelleth all the evils 

— 4 his church, to the comfort of the wavering and 
drooping ! O what = clear and diaet portraiture of the 

church of Rome there f 

5. Mechanically, and perhaps a Vttle diabolically, dogged 

this morning. | 

8. Leises books lying by and adds. | | 
7. ret” eee 


| 2 as thou bad diahnated nie" Mette u faſhion- 

mongers, who yet will not hear, fanQify this event by 
bringing further off from their ſpirit i in all reſpeds. 

chou preacher (and, what is more, writer) of modera- 

tion, look to thy ſtanding, and to thy heavenly-mindednefs. 

2 meeting | ſilent, but luminous; particularly thus : 
he goſpel was preached to the poor, not to the full, the 
inflated and drunk with ** nor to the ſurfeited with 
5 == 


: 


we © ® + * 
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cares; but to thoſe in want; to the weak and ict; and 
low way, to the children.” | 
i the printing and ſale of my book—O how - was 3 


| deceived as to its reception | few' but ſubſcribers came, and 
had it not been for thoſe, I had ſuffered greatly in er. 


pence: learn then the worth of the world. 
11. "Bleſſed be God, for Newton upon Daniel. | 
12. Inſulted and vexed by unri $ contempt from 
— = whom I was iged bo deſert: God 


oth Tremors in the eyes and flatulence: better on coffee: 
Iv 2 my rd 8 * —— 
ſilent· meeting, was with me 71 


2 1 — th ſwiftly declin 1 O, 1 
1 ; 
The — aſter meeting, although inevitable itable, 


48, Tn tre pa I lol. a. ines by 3 
Lord has bountifully given ſome new. 

At a ſilent meeting the Lord ſaid, © Do leſs in nature, 
even with a ſanctiſied indifference 3 but do more in grace, 
and redeem the vaſt treaſure of time hitherto beſtowed on 
the 'mere body.” 

19. The uſual tremors on a little fatigue, and, perhaps, 


Ker to e of illumination, in reading ſpirituals, to 
the utmoſt of m 

20. Got to t berech nean previous to that of dif- 
cipline, according to a late impulſe 

A memorable æra, wherein the Father's love was ſenſibly 
felt, in exalting heaven above earth, grace above nature; 
and a clear viſion that we were never intended for 
by nature, and, therefore, that this ſhould never be our aim 
nor expeQation, nor this world be our reſt. 

21. On r Newton on Daniel, a ſecret exultation 
on a conviction — the authenticity of this , and of 
the truth of God's promiſe to ſet up a kingdom that ſhall 
never have end : but what are we God ſhould 
favour us with wap a revelation Frey Surely we muſt be ac- 
countable : Lord, I bow before thee. 

22. A viſit exhibiting the pious labours of Dr. Henry, 
Dr. Hales, and the biſhop of Worceſter, againſt the uſe of 
ſpirituous liquors. 

G 2 Dogged, 


| 
| - 
| 
N 
| 
ll 
| 
| 


" h 
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Dogged, not only weakly, but wick p! | 
23. eee Lord, in- 
ei it 


A ſilent meeting, but luminous, thus: * We are born, 


crying, live . and die diſappointed, a true 
| account; wh 2 ſo fond of life ? Lord, improve this im- 
| preſſion to a que contempt of it. 

en Dt Ars hs wings rely fo, een cet | profeſin 
on Daniel, and t we are 

to come, and ſhall we not come, out of the Ahoy: A ps +4 
into which the church hath fallen ? Shall not I, — 
to the utmoſt of my ſcanty ability, join with every effort 
hereunto tending? And I not hence be an to zeal 


in our liar profeſſion, as a people thus called ? LE 
' God bleſſe# this week: in a 1. of conſiſtent walking 


1 R 


26. Opens my ſixtieth year, bleſſed be the Lord ! 
27. A deep ſenſe of God's bounty in furniſhing us with 
theſs evidences of his providence in Newton on Daniel: 


ſanctify it, Lord; to my progreſs. 


On a review—My love to ſpirituals is a little adranced, 
and my 1 in the Chriſtian religion enlightened. 
It is a time of tri arne clouds: I 


feel ſome of the weight of it. 


God is indulging in the proſecution of the remainder o 


Materia Medica and Natural Hiſtory, and I humbl 


will preſerve from the inordinate love 8055 and di 
from ſuperfluous ſtudies and avocations. 

Mediocrity =" aim and poſſeſſion. 

Too little zeal againſt fin in myſelf and thaw. * 2 
Much action, and 1 hope right ; little ſuſfering :/ God 


ſpares. 
28. Our preſent filence and ſeeming deſertion wilt purge 
e rites. 

30. Admoniſhed, i'concert, IE one of our poor. 


1 f C 


Finir Mowrn, 1758. 


1. A Gight head-ach on the compotation and watching - 
away with entertainments. 
ewton on Daniel and John has given me a greater vene- 
ration for the ſcriptures than ever; and, alſo, conviction of 
their divine authority; and now the grand W conſe- 
' quence, 
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quo. which Levey pray. God to fix in my heart, is, to join with 
witneſſes that K ſackeloth, or with Sion in diſtreſs, 
At meeti id, „Do leſs in nature. 
I ſee there is a great connexion between the Old and New 
Teſtament : O my dwarfiſhneſs in ſpirituals | 
3. On a provocation, too much irricated, 
5. The philoſophical meeting, and feaſt pretty oder; and 


in, my wretched dwarfiſhneſs appears : nature hath 
7 Es. nn $os {martly, but the Old Teſtament much neglected, 
—— tiful manner; even not with the attention 
ee on other books, which,” however, it 
| Fog au pu irs ugg 
8 O "Rr Fn jon of natural ſtudies within. the boly 
O poor, Ireland, who haſt neither 82 
own, nor miniſters ſcarcely. 8 
6 
Veſterday ſome glaſſes needles and fear for health 
but . which is dark _— blind. 
che unmerited, inetimable goodoefs of the Lord, in 
placing us in theſe goſpel-days ! 
| A lively ſenks of the bounry of God to man, in the.prophe- 
cies concerning the eye of, Chriſt ; at the ſame time the 
Devil was at my right han 
I 3. © ec | nigh bene with the two witneſſes in 
fackcloth ! | 
14. O that my obedience may bear ſome degree of pro- 4 
5 to the ſuperior light with which God tak ayored 


1 nne 
of, let rr 
'Feaſted pretty ſoberly. 
Dr. died in two days; ſoul, awake: let fach 
events pierce to a contempt of the world and of nature. 
\ 15. On occaſion of our late much filence —The kingdom 
of God is not in word, but in power. Amen. 
N. B. This is the fourth , year of thy eſpouſals: Ge and | 
e call to the miniſtry: 1 
20 m that a to 
W pond rebuke * ü 
notable tenderneſs of ſpirit at quarterly- meeting, 
and ſome in others I obſerved. Yet, at my e home, 


the 
n R 9. 


A 
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obe ftableneſs of common converſation ; 3nd how 
lid on ſpirituals! + © 

Lord, thou art lifting up heaven above earth in my view, 
1 worthip thy goodneſs. 

Unrighteou y dogged: Lord; if it be thy will, _ at, 
O my ſoul, awake to vigilance; 

20. The ſame fir is repeated: wo is me! 

At metting—may the frequent objects of mortality have 
this 1 to give greater moderation in all temporal 


5 3 is a lively type of the Chriſtian life : 
1 near my port: I have often been in danger of ſinking, 
d, indeed, been half drowned at times; but 2 5 el 
d be che Lord! 
nt nding this good nn I was miſerably 
irritated the fame-day, on very trifling occaſion 
in i eg oppoſition to the tenor and tendency of the preceding 
illumination. 
eſt. Doth God deſert; 1 in order to humble? 
* Took ed + — . — the bay bounds. | 9 * 
t morning „ humbled on the aten ** L4 
3 n aid the Lord for bonouring m 
not with the honour of 4 his world, but a r 
n and 1 


2 Monrs, 158. 5 


2. Feaſte at the philoſophical lere to elbe de. | 
ed on a flight occaſion. _. 
C filent meeting, but profitable. | 
Re tb Fon, ? forthe Lord 3s near at 


22 prudence to reſent an inj jury by ſilence. | 
orgive us our treſpaſſes, "yeſterday was ſweetly 
applied to my itiordinate reſentments. 

. At a ſilent morning-ineeting on this firſt-day of the 
l (which is {till a rarity), 0 the fire was bu on 
the altar, I was buffeted b power of darkneſs. 

At afternoon-meeting Cots our miniſters fink in doch or 
mind: God is ſmiting debe ſhepherds, and many ſheep will 
by" feattered. 

7. Belated at meeting: however, the Lord drew mie thither, 
at the eleventh Hour. gl tat 


&* — extremely 


% 
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extremely provoking, proud, a * 
an — cauſe, but too intenſel 
—8 mikey. | 
11. . from che 


country; but 5 
ndence is mere body (hitherto too much idolized, but to 
ſo no more), the. tamper of Gad founds to eternity : 
and Thy kingdom come, is the prevailing, or to be the 
prevailing petition, deſire, and ſcope 

13. Beware of new books; but purſe te old, both le, 
and civil, too much neglected. | 

16. On quarterly-review, the paupers are confiderably 
more numerous than the- ſolvents, bleſſed be the Lord! 

17. O the obligation from. Chriſtianity, and the peculiar 
glory of this day of Chriſt | But what am I the better? I 
am travelling and fighting: Lord, help; for rear is my 
weakneſs, _ 

18. Beware, left the phyſician encroach on the Chriſtian. 

. Ten viſits abſorbed my matin: ſcarce a n 
to- . 

i O the awful ſentence, « No man can ſerve two 
maſters !*” O for more abſtract divinity, and for more di- 
55 ſanctifying the practice, and eating, Gaking, lleep- 

„and ſtudying ! | 
Redeemed the half-hour loſt yeſterday, __ 
23. 9 forget Sion, in her preſent diſtreſs, let m my right | 


Lord, ſuffer me not to be a ſtumbling- block. 

Lord, how long ſhall my fierceneſs remain ? Chriſtianity . 
formerly ſtrengthened the nun and broke the Ren 
of human nature. 

The evidences of the truth of the Chriſtian gie, on a 
review, are highly n Lord, may they influence 
accordingly. 

Patience exerciſed on withholding of ſees. 


24. A ſilent meeting—I ſaw clearly into that ſpirit that 


would prompt to ſpeak ard to be great, whilſt the will is not 


yet ſubdued : and # contra, that God will ſpeak by children, 


and by the weak and humble : Amen. 

26. Struggled well, and kept up to conviftion in attend- 
ing meetings ; performing three viſits before and one be- 
tween meetings, both filent, ſave for one I deemed a babler. 

Ibid. It is a mercy we have not more and worſe bablers 
amidſt ſuch a multitude. 

NN ime was, that the Scriptures v were magnified too much: 

| G 4 time 


— — — 
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time is, that they mee. moſt untighteouſly and 
ungratefully, F 
27. Sol. Now impends the dangty of a baſtardly m miniſtry 
25 at the Flac of my nativity, even for want of 'a | 
Sol. In viſits to families it is in vain to point 0 mere 
rules, a dead letter.. | 
28. Impends a trial, which I got the better of, via. in 
performing ſive viſits previous to meeting, where I was led to 
= BOL Gee of heavenly- mindedneſs. | 
At the fchool-meeting, a ſort of half preaching, and 
Lucker followed me, to elevate: and ) contrq, Lord, let me 
ke e Care ar the Wende leſt : ove a -humbling-block 


unn Movrn, 17 58. 


& tard and got to 1 meeting, which was pleſſed 
15 a feel vine yiſitation, as in my youth, to the following 
purpoſe: , Whoſo loveth father or mother, brother, &c. 
more . is not worthy of me :** thus God is weaning ; 
a painful, operation, as it muſt needs prove, where fo long 
continued a bent has been to mere nature: fo, Lord, give 
only to "touch with a trembling hand ! and, fou), remember, 


« Trees 2 rooted in the ground, 
« Are ſhiver'd when 544 re torn away.“ 


Dinner on nettles. 

A AF week ; yet kept ta all meetings tightly, bleſſed be 

and pretty well to conviction. 

4 A 'ilent meeting; but the fire was kept in, and an 
bumble hope attended of an eFablilkunent, oven: ow * 
5 2 f 

6. Dogged with little cauſe, - 

7. At meeting A lively ſenſe af the — SOS of 2 

ſettlement in the truth to any other. 

. A. feaſt, drank à little too Back: Lord, give more of 

thy fear. 

1 12 beyond the holy bounds, through vicious com- 
aĩſance 

K 9. Went into the country, and took the ſpiritual ß with 

me, leſt the natural ſhould encroach, 

10, Struggled and got to meeting: Satan . for 
God is bringing forward in a degree vitably to conviction. 

I have fucked at the breatts of this OW and am not 


ſativhod, 35 
2 Fxerciſed 


2 


* 
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Exerciſed with retention of fees. 171 
A ratity—A ſpiritual conference in a viſit. 8 
O for more of the chaſte, tender, preſerving fear in drink- 


ing b | 
Feaſted beyond bounds — 

12. —— too late: O the dull s 2 oe: 

13. This day an'acquaintance broke in m ; 
. v 4 © the loſs conſiderable. Lord, thou 
haſt ſmitten; ſanctify the event. I 

15. Thus doth the Lord embitter my ſweets, and bring a 
partial blaſt on my labours, and why? To wean from the 
world; Amen. bon 

My old friendſhips moulder, | 

18. O what a favour this, to be planted in the true church, 
out of Babylon and ity corruptions, 'and where every motive 
draws to a holy life, agreeable to the doctrine and precepts of 
our Lord. 

Seven patients without a penny, even as uſual. a 

A week of trouble: yet no great commotion, bleſſed be 
the Lord! M2 x | 11 | 

20. Where is thy ſite? In the midſt of a revolting, totter- 
ing people: Lord, ſupport, and join me to the few. - —_ 
| Adored be the tender unmerited care of Providence over 
us unworthy mortals, in leaving us- ſuch a deſcription of 
Fg as can hardly be miſtaken, and warning us to flee 
om it. | 

My foul is devoted to ſuffer with Chriſt in our low ſtate. 

22. Surely, the Lord is angry with us as à people, even 
in thus ſignally wounding our heads or chiefs. 

23. Lord, thy private ſtrokes carry healing along with 
them, adored be thy goodneſs : I will Lis the rod. 

26. Horace the Heathen will riſe ap in judgment againſt 
thee in thy conduct, except it be mended. 

An awakening call from earth, and all regard to temporals, . 
ſounding louder and louder, even as the remainder of the 
journey can be but ſhort, loc 

I am an eleventh-hour ſervant, and will. give thę tight- 
hand to thoſe who have given up the morning of their day. 

29. At a youth's meeting: a large field, and ſcarce any 
1 except a ſtranger. We are almoſt a *corpus inani- 


A renewed confirmation of the peeuliar excellence of our 
1 * A lifclef, body, ö . 10 0 
e +57 1 2 miniſtry, 


| Look up to Jeſus, 
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miniſtry, even in dire ding unto Chriſt, and not unto thetn- 


ſelves. 

Spiritual poiſon to the youth-deteQed, of more importance 
than laurel- water. 

„ ſaith, (The ſacred condition is neutrality to 

3 Our diſcipline is calculated, not for the deſtruction 
but preſervation of the members of our ſociety, even in an 
early care, not ſhutting the door when the ſtecd is ſtolen : 
but, O the ſtupidity and earthly-mindedneſs of the people, 
who will ſtill worſhip mammon, and not come up either 
as elders and _— or as miniſters!  _ . 


Froken MonwTa, wh 


1. Jo. times s of weakneſs, the remembrance ir my late 
ſignal loſs recurs ; but-truth prevails, and ſhews it is all but 
imagination. 

A new, but true, paradox was revived this day (though 
contrary to the poſition of ſome preſent wiſe-acres), viz. 
that ſervants as well as children ſhould be invited to meetings 
k e and diſcipline, even 3 to the prophecy of 
oel. 
Hiſt. J. Alderſon, immediately aſter the publick meetin 


on firſt- day, convened the parents and heads of families, an 


held the meeting to a quarter paſt two to good purpoſe, and 
the-afternoon-meeting was adjourned till four o'clock. 

5. Impends the ſchool-meeting : I muſt decline pr 
hurries. Lord, bring down Lucifer and all that would exalt. 
Methought the Lord was with me this morning in bending: 
my mind to patience under worldly embarraſſments. 

7 diſcharged my y! in ſpeaking, _ had great peace on 
doing. 
my groveling ſoul, ever prone to nature and to body! 


9. Got to meeting with tle, 91 
to. Lay too long on this ſpt ing · day, inviting to 


- Bownas truly ſought the kingdom of heaven firſt, not laſt ; 
for, after his voyage to America in his youth, then marrying, 
and then a voyage to Ireland, and then vifiting meetings near 
him; I fay, after all this, SIG, be began to think 


® The author L 1 F 
| > 
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of a buſineſs to get bread. Now, upon a review of 
I am, at the but a motley-Haint: it is true, I did, on 
principle, publiſh two books on grace, before the two on 
nature ; but in intervals, — baſe heart grovelled too much 
toward the laſt, and even till does, ſo as to require a perpe- 
tual reſiſtance. 5 hr: | 
12. Wo is me for the time fpent in bed ! | a 
15. Hiſt. The ſaid Bownas ſaith to his brethren of the 
miniſtry, Neglect not your day's work, in viſiting the dark 
corneis of the counties about you: but what are ours doing 
here? Surely death is ſeizing them. | 
4 = At meeting—A ſtrong call to more moderation in 
udy. * | 
Sol, Some illuminations at meeting (if kept from pride 
might he of uſe ; but that depuration 1 not yet fnthes, 
Lord, finiſh it, if it be thy will | * 
18. At meeting O pitifully poor people of Dublin 994 
ſpiritual treaſury, ho art in a manner, juſt now, wholly 
holden to a ſtranger that ſpeaks not thy language ! 
Sol. On my late loſs: The Lord hath given, and the 
Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the Lord! | 
He hath, however, only threatened, as a tender father, 
(even as he has often done), not hurted; having only de- 
prived of ſuperfluous riches, and ſaid, Thou ſhalt not be 


He hath long indulged thee in thy wiſhes : it is ſelf-love to 
pe cine” 50 Eel 

21. At a ſilent meeting Soul, ſtill do leſs, in order to a 
more effectual weaning from nature, to which, for hours, days, 
weeks, months, and years, thou haſt been inordinately devoted, 
and the centre of thy prevailing labours hath been mere body. 

For this will I humble myſelf: Amen, Lord, fo draw me. 

28. Opens my anniverſary for celebrating God's dehver- 

ance" of me from ſudden death: I lie open to hear what the 
Lord will fay.' | Ant 

Moſt of my old acquaintances are dead. | 

How haſt thou kept thy ? It is kept but weakly : in- 
deed, the vigour of natural purſuits is abated, and more time 
is devoted to fpirituals, viz. morning, mid-day, and even- 
ing, to three hours daily : yet I am fill moroſe now and then. 

O the obligations to faithfulneſs and circumſpeRion, which 
my publick appearance, as a ſpiritual author ſuggeſts !' and, 
Lord, my groveling heart ſtill wants to be lifted up to 
ſpirituals more. | | 

The Lord alſo gave to publiſh the two natural books, _ 

I WI 


love of 
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| with ſucceſs, and a ſum ſufficient z but at N of this 


year deprived. me of that ſum acquired by long labour: 
Hefſed be the Lord I let the gain and the loſs be unQtified 
riches were never my aim, though I valued them ; but ſee 
how they take wing. h | 7 
Innumerable are God's favours too me, particularly in 


placing me among my betters, and in furniſhing me not only 


with precepts; but à few living examples among ourſelves 
and * inciting to heavenly-mindedneſs amidſt the general 
revolt. | | 
Thou haſt given far more honey R thy ſtrokes 
have been adminiſtered with a gentle hand! 
Dined on cale. 
On the eye of the ſelect meeting Have we, as pillars, 


ſtood upright ? A ſecret fear leſt I ſhould be warping : I am 


very weak. 
| fig. Some little hopes of a revival here and there, in 
Ulſter and Leinſter, | 
This time our ſpiritual politicians ſearched the nuiſance of 
Fare but th not go to the bottom of it, viz. The 
the world. | | 


Was angry; but held my tongue. 


Firn Monty, 1758. 


At national- meeting One glaſs too much at dinner, for 
a law-maker. 0 15 
1. Hiſt. Some elders-would-be, illuminate their windows 
on ſuppoſed victories; ſurely, it is .a time for faſting, not 
ſeaſting. On this occaſion a ſweet ſhort teſtimony againſt - 
rejoicing at the deſtruction of mankind, | 

2. At meeting—Enamoured with the peculiar beauty of 
our miniftry and diſcipline, and an union. of foul with divers 
elder brethren, as help-meets in the glorious cauſe. | 

Hiſt, "ah in theſe dreary times a provincial viſit lately 

rmed, _ IVR 
For ſix days two meetings a day, fatiguing. 

4 and 5. Feaſted with the brethren with great moderation: 
however, oh theſe occaſions a little more faſting ſhould be 
+ arr 

- Logged; but to no c ra : light . 

On reading the Apocalypſe—A of a this, in 


the myſteries of grace, as well as thoſe of nature : ſurely, there 


is a better ſtate, _ | 
2 7. At 
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At meeti meeting—Catched a little fire from two miniſters, 
| 4 — with a true goſpel- ſpirit, even in true Chriſtian pa- 
towards the youth. 

8. Some ſweet, though flow, return and improvement from 
my ſpiritual labours publiſhed. 

God has given me my heart's wiſh in this retirement 


to the country twice a week. 

10. A ſu and ſhocking attack of my nervous diſorder, 
from fatigue. | 

Thou art —— tolabour, both in temporals and ſpirituals: 
in the firſt ſpare thyſelf; for, 8 doth not require 
dern deſtroy wp da only ta ſhouldeſt now gathec 
in thy harv 
11. The dinner at the ſociety was to edification, as uſual, 
a A I go out of 

wor 
| Met on a publick occaſion : ſtayed too long, though de- 
parted at eight. 

13. Snappiſh. Lord, org this ſin, which ſo eaſily beſets, 
be never, never overcome ? | 
14. At a ſilent meeting, almoſt overcome with ſleep ; but 
God gave victory over it, and I had a modeſt confidence that 

the work is goin on, though lowly. 
1:7. God leſſed my love and candour to brethren- 
authors, proving a happy means of victory and triumph over 
an invidious adverſary ; but I now aſpire to a higher fellow- 
ſhip, even the communion of ſaints. 

18. What is the ſtudy of medicine, but of the body, whoſe - 
evils are often good in their conſequences, and but few. 
Days, weeks, months, and years, even too much of my 
— * time hath been devoted to this ſubject: I will there - 
fore ſlacken my courſe : ſo help, Lord, and give a holy in- 
bas" to — 

1 ogged on faſtin 2 

% Mat, xvi. * ye can diſcern the face of 
the ſky, and can ye not diſcern the face of theſe times ?” 
Now hath God vouchſafed to favour me with the ſight of 
Sion in diſtreſs, one of whoſe ſympathizing ſons I deſire to be. 

21s Impends the viſit to families, even the adminiſtration 
of ſpiritual medicine, to be magnified above the natural on 
the preſent occaſion, if God will, Here is a large field, 
little leſs than five hundred fouls : Lord, qualify for the 
work, and diſpoſlets of pride! This petition was in a good 

anſwered, bleſſed be the Lord ! 

An application cloſe and home of that declaration of Chriſt, 
of Hell-fire annexed to the calling Fool. p 

| b 
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At mesting Was ren 
eil faber to the lars robbery 3 for I have abuſed pro 
I will alſo ſubmit to every affliftion, and to death i 
6 ye: 
g t a nent ttac I 3 3 
and fire aroſe on the altar, bleſſed. be the Lord ! 
22. Murmured at the call of a pauper 1 but went, | 
Manifeſted reſentment, on a ſuſpicion of fraud, in 2 
dumb way ble 1 
23. ht patients, of whic were paupers. 
q 25 Sal I am neither Apoſtle, nor Prophet, but a poor 
-Chriſtian, ſignally called at the eleventh hour, the leaſt among 
many brethren ; 97 behold two poſts, and ſeek for the 
qualification, viz. Viſiting families and ſome of our n 
meetings. — | 
A 5 flow of ſpirits on this ruſtication. 
* z how my friendſhips have mouldered ! | 
Charming leiſure 0 be the Lord, in digeſting 


this bours of 

Sol. bing pr pong his corrupt church by the 
| ſcourge of Mahometaniſm, and tremble : ſurely, deſolation, 
without divine hel _ over our little ſociety. O give 
the ſpirit of Abdiel. of conſtituting an eve to the 
firſt day of the week, A tough was executed according to a2 
certain obſolete example, and, though dropt for ſome time, 
was revived. 

At meeting—O the obligation of our profeſſion, which is 
no other than an abſolute renunciation of the honours, profits, 
and pleaſures of this world \ 44 

A filent meeting; but not lifeleſs. "IF 

28. O what a pity that ſo many thouſands ſhould be fo 

ignorant and thoughtleſs of the myſteries of grace ae 
io the Apocal voſe { O unworthy world! 

Nature bas Jong encroached on grace: God is now re- 
verſing the ſcene : Amen, yet more and more. 

Five patients: a majority of papers: Lord, animate = 
ſupport. 

A e agen aug is 1 thus the pillars give 
wa r 

N is the ſeed of the church: a 
maxim diametrically op to thoſe of our tithe-payers and 
yo ee clear and bleſſed irradi this 

At car irradition to 
1 « As I have ſinned againſt that Friend who is 
above all others, even not only my Creator, but Redeemer, 
in 


— 
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n de ee end fore: pofitive-fins, I am 8 
tn, e Tow ene e inſt me; 
ve ' 
viſt : 


and, therefore, I no firſt him. 

1. Now impends the to whom? To .a people 
feallowed e ee to ſpirituals and in the love of 
the world. Is not all this as wrong and as heretical as ever? 
Why then not more awakened ? Lord, raiſe and quicken. 


Is not the teſtimony againſt ſuperfluities as precious as ever? 
A ſet of regulars called out of the 


world ? 


2 Sixrn MonTH, 1758. 

_ 1, Grant thy holy preſence, Lord, in my feaſting, m 
commerce, and my Aucies, both divine and human pe 4 
A little ſwiniſhneſs and want | vigilance at a feaſt. 

2. At a province-meeting, only two women preachers. 
At a fitent-meeting—A 8 wherein my groveling 
heart at the beginning yielded to nature ; but at length grace 
prevailed, in a view of the matchleſs love of God in Chriſt. 
A certain crime was reſented in ſilence and in dumb- 
> anger bridled. nf 

4. Twenty minutes paſt ſeven. Too late for this day of 
devotion : the fleſh is weak. Well, here is a notable revo- 
lutjon : filence of late, inſtead of ſcolding; a tendency, 1 
that the juſt man's path may be mine. | 

7 5 ty ſcioliſts utterly neglect botanicks : it is an unworthy 
6. 2 haſt made me a fruitful bough : I worſhip thy 
nets. of 1 | 
7. At ſchool- meeting the poor maſter hath not time to 
inculcate ſpirituals : wherefore, do thou the more. 
Lord, ſupport under the paupers. 


humbly hops, an improvement in ſpirit. An ardent wiſh | 
ju 


9. At a ſiſent meeting Light ſhone, and I felt the Father's 


drawings, and had a glimpſe of the glories of his grace, and 
he is weaning from the world. | 

A new ſcene of light opens, and different conceptions of 
the ſtate of virtue and vice in this life, from thoſe in my 
youth : bleſſed be the Lord ! 

10. O the blefling of Chriſtianity ! but what has it done for 
me ? It has opened the hope of a better ſtate, eſpecially ſince 
God ſhewed me that nature and all its beauties are not the 
ſummum bonum“ nor our reſt ; and by means of the Ap 
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' Iypſe. confirmed my deſires of nniting with the faithful few, 


two witneſſes in ſackcloth ; moderation in natural ſtudies 
is ſet up: a ſtruggle againſt unſanctiſied paſſions is begun; 
but mult be maintajned : my heart is ſtill groveling 8 


frappiſhneſs continues: let the fight be maintained, even 


againſt the ſtrong powers of darkneſs. > 
Dinner on bread and water. an 4d VV 
1 My late rebuke was too ſevermeee. 
rd; incteaſe my love! O ſor a degree of fruitfulneſs 
proportionable to the light received and leiſure afforded ! 
od gave to ſee that the education of youth is of for 
greater importance and neceſſity than phylick : thus my 
ſituation is low and humble, and inferior to the ſchool- 
maſter's. 12 8 
O my liberty and leiſure compared to that of ſome poor 
children, who riſe at three, and work moſt of the day for 
bare ſubliſtence : Lord, ſanctif . | | 
13. A walk before the meeting damped the devotion, 


- however, though ſilent, it was luminous thus: „Is thy elec- 


tion ſure? No: without mercy I muſt undoubtedly periſh. 
O how long ſhall this ferocity ſtick !“ Ret Oe 
14. Beware, leſt natural novelties engroſs too much: it 
muſt be mere mercy that this oblation of myſelf to God in 
the evening of my day ſhall be accepted: Lord, draw yet 
more and more, this eleventh. hour ! _ | "EY 

Feaſted : ſtayed too long and drank too much: their 
toaſts abominable. Thus bitterneſs is intermingled with 


cups. | 
"16. At meeting—Still do leſs in temporals : ſo, Lord, 
Vean. | p 1.9 . 
A feaſt, pleaſant, and no way troubleſome. SONS. 


A dull conference for electing viſitors, all refuſing. _ 
19. O how much time in bed, and idle dreams! 
I have the honour to ſuperintend paupers: Lord, ſupport, 
and let me not want will and power to help them. 
20. Dr. M. died in five or fix . wy wo 
21. A good hint: © Fear thy ſervants, and thoſe with 
whom thou converſeſt, leſt thy example deſtroy the effect of 
thy precept: O how hard to rule well! 2 
23. The viſit approaches: Lord, lift up above nature, and 
grant that the medela mentis“ may predominate, and the other 
encroach no longer ! | Lord 6 
Behold a careleſs people lulled aſleep. in outward. tran- 
quillity : the meeting ſilent; no miniſter in the gallery; the 
quarterly-meeting for youth forgot, 4 {8 | 
| * 24+ Impends 
* Cure of the mind, 


\ 


— 
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lugs 8 ſoul, awake; and, Lord, preſerve; 
Stayrd coo long, though — converſation profitable. 

25. Seven patients, moſt] * Lord, ſupport. 
20. Sol. What lack I yet — whore hee 
venly, leſs earthly, — more temperance, and ſelf. 
_ A little nearer acceſs in prayer, with humble hope. 
It is humbly hoped that here | is n 


anger. N 


"1 
0 i: S031 1 F 
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3. A G50 hint: „How dreadfully r was 
God in not ſparing his Son, but ſending him as a Mediator 
for ſin; and yet, nne 
for worms Ne 

Penn was.ceftainly Acht i in tracing worldly hahour to its 
origin; and even the Heathen poet's * Nobulitas: gf: unica 
virtus, quadrates well with it. ofa. L 

A ſurpriſing and very diſagreeable account of at's 
elevation and bad conduct, though aſſuredly a man. 
F. Ati a ſilent mecting—»A comfortable nee, that 
. late — I did _ Jerulalual before my 

6. God is cutting up f in by the roots, even by means of 
Way grin —— Þ 

221 pation as phyſieian ĩs vile, in eee of the 

medela mentis. And an no end of c ware en 
nature. 0 * 

7 e merh „ on nen "1 U 1 WRT 

A dull account of the Engliſh policicks and virtue. - 2 

8. Opens my, anniverſary celebration of — was 
a time of eſpouſals never. to be forgotten © my progreſs was 
and — The Deyi nt n in 1 
% Bebold, a moe / tempution of.uncing on into — 

and, Lord, pn mr from the 


_ rſt dogged and angry Wichvur. cauſe, or without due 


IT. Wha a favpuredewith llt f Thou art as che wil- 
low planted. by the water-ſide, whoſe leaf ought: not to fail: 
N e — 


. ® Virus is the only eu bile. 
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|  lately-been ſet open to thee, boch as come in the fſh, and 
9 exalted in glory, and his providence over his church demon- 
= X ſtrated to ther from the Apocalypſe ; but what influence has 
13 this on thy life ? Adoration, at leaſt, bed 
| may not prove without effect otherwiſe ! 

nl At mecting—Help, Lord, or I ſhall be drownedh 

= 5 : fill allures: I muſt do lefs: 
= weaning ! A tranſlation impends : why then ſo glued; to 
4 this life ? 

ul On reading the Jeſuit's Spiritual Retreat It is comfort- 
| 1 | 1 though not of this 
| erer pet of 


11. Gveat irritability : I ſhoołk like an aſpen a een 
= call : ſuch my ſnappiſhneſs, deducible partly From! mechaniſm; 
* but, I doubt, wat ber 7 nook Ws 
| : Eight patients, but 

=_ Feaſted yeſterday pretty 12 * ler nbi 
6 12. An awakening conſideration, that bre ever in at 


* 7 11 5 


=_ - the ſtrait gate! What marks have I!? 
| 18566. Enter not into OT ws me, O Lord Lam 
ſtill too ſenſual. RS 


| At menting—A low time; ; yet't the concluſion was, Go 
| IH A moſt bevy ſleepineſs at meeting, ſcarce overcome: 
| 


N. B. I ſhould ha eren 
A N 21 1 vfl 

A dull conference with * Intended viſitors. 812 

18. A fine carers und well improved: in ccf, ns 
on milk,” with a gοο deal pf wouble. 28 [ub 

19. Is mere no apes in Gilead ? Whyrthen/is t my 
q | wound yer healed flow longy © Lord? 
| Jad Red airs ing e been ede end an- 
= facked for the body : ſurely it is high time dow to take 
| care of the mind f x even #0; this procious now: which God 
i is bountifully deſtowingz. 

26. A feaſt p bleſſe be God, the prope ae bett lee 


is little temptation to riot. 

22. Went to Timohoel meeting with a minor: mixy the 
eee ele in 
dange figh on this 
fawmer” $ * Chriſt, and embracing this preſent 
| world. Read an e «there, Which, however, not 1 
1 — to the God gave * = 


— — — 


— 


— 
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two turning their backs. 
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wiſdom to ſupply the defect. They want our help and ſhall 
have it, if the Ltd permit. 1 

25. An extremely dull conference with intended viſitors, 

O my doggedneſs on 1! ovocation |! ſo 
1264 — ſocio, * 4 in a fever: God ſpeak- 
eth once yea twice, and ſhakes our hopes and dependencies. 
* nds the viſtt: Lord, prepare for it: O for the pre- 
vious removing of this curſed doggedneſs | i 

A nearer acceſs in prayer, and more ſedateneſs this morn- 


- * 


Pounds how few of us come up in an unifbrm cbn- 
ſiſtent teſtimony; agreeable to our peculiar profeſſion, againſt 
the purſuit of the vain honoure, profits, and pleaſures of the 
world: Lord; awaken yet more and more to the confider- 
ation of theſe important points. n 

28. At meeting A moſt lively and cleat irradiation tend= 
ing to no leſs than changing the old earthly habit and bent 
my mind: (Lord, ſanctify it!) O, how much pains among 
others to get outward riches; and with me to get knowledge; 
but how little to get meekneſs, in particular; and patience 
and how much pains to ſolve a natural problem: but how 
little to ſolve theſe! Am I as peeviſh as I was, &c. 7 

29. O the time ſpent infleep ! I cannot redectn' it. 
a clog is the fleſh ! P26 "oO 

Proceeded on the viſit, and faw that there was great oc: 
caſion for it: and the want of hands afforded a ve 


diſmal 
proſpect: the Lord honoured me with 2 poſt of being one of 
the three gap- rs on this occaſion, But, 855 |, What 
are the reſt of our brethren doing? Surely, inſenſibility and a 
worldly ſpirit prevails: O had we fuch an account of the 

rogreſs of our enemies the French, as this is of the preya- 

nee of the worldly ſpirit, what an alarm would it make 
Surely, then, they are who do not lay theſe things 
to heart. MICE nl N 
At meeting O the long-forbearance and bounty of God 
to me, during a ſeries of infirmities and ſplendid worldly- 
3 ſhining with the falſe luſtre of moral righteouſ- 
neſs | wy a #1 
Ibid. An awful truth from a ſiſter :' & The cauſe of there 


being ſo few burthen-bearers, is unſaithfulneſs,”* © + 
* His country's hope. | 
2 ErcuTH 


1 ——— Xn — —— 
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1. | Shall the women take of our crowns. o 

3. A little pes: in ſtuffing with — 0 

4. A ſaying of James Napler ler: “ In the — 
the ardour after the 6 will be as i as ever 


| was the ardour of the natural man aſe the dhe of pleaſure, 


profit, or honour.” - 

6. A ſilent meeting and dull, -yet the fire not out. 

Proceeded on the viſit, and ſaw Ne abundant neceſſity of it. 

8. Belated at meeting, and not profited there, 

12. On occaſion of our dealing out private ademonitions, 
a degree of fear ſeizes, leſt the converſation ſhould not 
be conſiſtent. Lord, increaſe my fear. 

Who is left to conſider and deplore the ſtate of the church? 
Earth and politicks fwallow the people up. | 

Evening-meditation with weakneſs and temptation : ſurely, 
there. muſt be a better ſtate : Lord, give a heart to aſpire 
2 it, and leſs fondngſs for this imperfect ſtate. 

eproved a miniſter for an inordinate zeal about mint 

and aniſe, and he n retracted at the next opportunity. 

15. Detained from meeting: doubted whether altogether 


| juſtly : Lord, ſearch and cleanſ2 my heart 


17. The Jeſuit! s book-was bleſſed to me, in applying his his 
advice to regulars to us Quakers, who, alſo, are a ſet 
gulars, 4 marked and called out of the world, diſtin» 
2 y badges, and by an avowed renunciation of — 
perfluous 37 N profits, and pleaſures of the world; and 
** O my ſoul l of the inordinate ſtudy of nature. 
6 Baltibois viſit, in days; in a degres 


of neg! nad;honelly. | 


It is evident that divers of our brethren are aſleep Comal 
ecurity, and become formaliſts : Lord, mend them. 

O what a bleſſed leiſure eee eee of Wonſande « 
Shall I not improve it? 
21. Dr.. 2 young phyſici jan, deceaſed,  , 

God blaſts our dependencies: fo, Lord, wean from the 
ram of this world, 
of omiſſions many, and commiſſions not a 
merciful. 

24. As in nature, ſo in grace, it is much eaſier to be 
phytician to the poor: in grace, to the ſpiritually poor, to 
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and unprejudiced, as children: and, accordingly, unto the 


was che goſpel preached in our Saviour's time. 

O my folly, even the greateſt part of my life, to let the 
care of the bodies only of other men preponderate over the 
care of my own ſoul, and its redemption by Chriſt; and 
much more over the care that is found in ſome for the ſouls 
of others! but, Lord, bleſſed be thy love, who art turning 
my heart to theſe better, worthier objects: ſo, Lord, turn, 
and keep turned. | | | 

A little contrition in a ſenſe of my flow advances. 

What 8 the epidemick of our ſpiritual conſtitution ? 
Surely, the love of the world : and there be no care for 
curing it? Lord, lift up and quicken. 

No man was ever made for perfection in ſcience ; but, 
ſurely, goodneſs of heart is attainable by all, 

Dinner bread and water: no appetite. 

25. At a filent meeting—Bleſſed be God that he had en- 
abled me to live a contradiction to worldlings : Lord, increaſe 
my love and zeal. 

27. Mark i. 35. © In the morning very early Jeſus went 
out into a ſolitary place and prayed there,” Soul, what art 
thou doing ? | 

28. A retirement in the county from morning to night, 
which was a little dull; but was joyous in the evening, 

30. Some doubts about the new inſtitution of a monthly - 
retreat; but diſſipated by the glorious beams of the Sun of 
2 thus: I am far behind in Chriſtian know- 
ledge and practice, a far too great proportion of my paſt life 
having been devoted to nature; even of my daily mati 
how much goes to other people's buſineſs and to temporals 
Add, impending death calls more Joudly for ſuch a weaning 
from the world: and again, how many miniſters have given 
up months and years wholly to religion,” 

Devoted the matin of this day to an extract of flowers from 
the Old Teſtament. | | | 

31. Opened the firſt eſſay of a monthly - retreat; à day in 
which light, truth, and favour reigned, | 

As this exerciſe proceedeth upon a ſuppoſition that I 
— * give an account to God this day, I will confeſs my 

Dey withous number have I preferred earth to heaven, 
nature to grace: behold, I turn about, and with a weak and 
obſcure faith view thee, Jeſus, whom I have lighted, even 
as unto whom all power in heayen and earth is committed, 
as the ſearcher of hearts and judge of quick and dead, I have 

! H3 eaten 


118, 1 A SPIRITUAL, BIARY- 


b ſo 
| exon like 1 N e pA bays ory boo — 


ki men. I have often drank, not +1 live, but to I | 
at the hazard and abſaly — i thy. favour, Lord, 
+] — mercy and cleanſ- 5 ed, in my ſtudies 
"vin had uſefulneſs in vie ut 158 30 ixture of ambiti 
t from pure charity. have pore: the health of men's 
pole to. that of their ſouls; Lord, I have ſinned; and as 
low daft enlightened me to ſee the ſuperior excellency of the 
ſoul, ſend forth moxe light aud mare love, thou gracious 
fountain of bath, I have been angry without cauſe : I will 
— * of the offended— This was done, bleſſed be 
e Lo 
an ee ſhould all theſe ſins and imperfections wean from 
is ſtate 
O the bounty of God to me! O ſweet evening of the day 
unmerited ! Almoſt; every obſtacle to heroick virtue is te- 


N I will extol, dying goodneſs in ſell- abaſement. 
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Lord preſerve, that I return not, as the dog to bis voni 
eie in drinking, (cplding, or ſtudying. me * 

2, O the time ſpent in bed, viz. nine bours! 

3. Rode from the country before meeting. N. B. This 
rg hs before meeting rather hurts the devotion, _ 

ood. news. from London, ſome young miniſters ap- 

pear; better from America, viz. That bow young. men are 
elders i in ſpirit. 

5. To avoid raſh judgment, ever more audi 4 glterom 


Pen. 
Late at meeting, I fear through a ſmall tincture of earthly- 
mindedneſs; but God's fire burnt to conſume. it. Lord, 1 


do not yet hate fin enough 


bid, A flight. glimmering of hope of a beuer Nate, even 
in 1 1 rater country. 


N as to, temporals is very nie an un- 
a oul would dilreliſh, it; 1 L hope, I have 
enou 


6. O Lord, wby bare ſo many deaths 2 8 
ſoo little of a W-. influence on . en Eu quicken, 
n 1 7. rt | in se 


ker the: atheriGde..; 1 nw 
©; ” tf 
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At ſchoo — gave and received inſtruction, . 
ticularly as to meek iour before ſervants. 

7. Timoboe viſited: one good example promotes another, 

What news?” faid the man of Athens z and, „ What 
— ſay the men of Dublin: but the eln chiefly - 

emporal in both : little concern about the men. 
— — Chriſt upon earth. 

Above a third of thy time, thy recious time, in bed. 
| Tue world was thy 9 to pleaſe 
men: Lord, — the uſurper 

God is more honoured in my ann. 
than in my getting large fees. 

D in the evening. 

How ſhall I get the bitter of this. demnable-avid > built 
double the — 7 Lord, do thou preſerve, and it ſhall be 
done: Amen! and let _ be no longer confeſſions without 
amendment, as among 3 Catholicks, alike in ſpirit, 
in this caſe, in God's fi | 

O the beauty of Willa Edmundfon' $ teſtimony : % The 
things of the world bore no maſterſhip over us; but the glory 
of the Lord filled our hearts,” 

The devil at my right-hand to puff up: Lord; bruiſe him 
under my feet, Surely, there muſt be a better ſtate. bp 

| 10. It is a poor caſe, that on this n 
] do not get a ſuitable matin ; awake and ſtri ve. 

Forecaſted zealoyſly for the viſit. 10 

Our ſpiritual ſtate is diſmal: God is fniting our ſhepherd, 
three 7 of 1 * > 

11. For nſpirations adapted to e preſent ſtate, 
and for the zeal conſtancy thou haſt given in proſe · 
cuting the viſit under — I thank thee, Lord. 
Lord, go on to bleſs and-increaſe my little ſpiritual fund. 

12. Vexatious calls before the viſit neee. 
neſs: O my weakneſs | 


Proceeded on the viſit, and the Lord wiſdom : re- 
member, however, that the exclamation Lord, will 
not ſuffice ; but the watoh muſt be doub 

14. An agreeable interview with a riſtian lady, re» 


nouncing ſuperfluities. 

15. A viſit to the illuminators to little effeft; Lord, give 
more — and more antipathy to war and fighting ; 
thou haſt led the way te fave and not deſtroy. © Surely we, 
the called out of the world, ſhould have nothing to do either 


wich their ' xejoicings ar mournings ; bur, Q for the n 
H 4 
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of the heavenly: power and ty which alone can enable to 
ſtand ſtedfaſt in this Ae both in form and power. 

In a conference, my patience exerciſed by a man of a tyran- 
„ nical ſpirit, in whom, however, I ſaw ſome like traces of my 
own deformity: God mend us both! 

Another medical ſocio in danger of his life : God threatens 
to blaſt our er and, indeed, the: ſtuff is ſcarce worth | 
ſtaying for,” Te": 

Are not we, even we here, following the fate of the ancient 

_— churches, now over-run with Mahometanifm ? . 
. Lucifer at my right-hand in my illuminations. 

Thou contenteſt 0 25 with. a ſuperficial ſorrow for this 
edneſs, and therefore art not delivered. Lord, give the 

_ juſt contrition: for, ſurely, I have greatly finned in nn 
to the _ received. N | 
20. God n to at the youth's meeti W 
but Luciſer attended at my heels. ng | 

21. Met at a natural ſociety to edification: what pity we 
have not ſuch-a religious ſociety! - O the ſtupidity of men! 
Surely, there muſt be a better country. | 

22. A viſit juſt after meeting injurious to the exerciſe were, 
tt a neceſſary facrifice for the ſake of others. 
23. The ee tremors came on, occaſioned by a little 
ſurpriſe and fatigue: my memory a little ſhocked. : 
inner bread and water. | 
24. Sol. rad viſiting is a deeper work than I apprehended 
| has is a raw and undiſciplined youth; haſt een no fund of 
har (ſpiritual wiſdom) to impart ? N 
led earneſtly, and gat to ſecond. metting. | 
1255 * — the viſit: icht, and _—_ — love were 
us. | 


A friendly viſit and a compotation, | 
27. The meeting af miniſters and elders : ſaw the neceſſity 
of it; here is want of unity, and neglect of proper ſervices, 
and doubts. to be cleared _ 8 gave wiſdom ab meek- 
neſs : to him be te glory 
28. ' 1 morning; twelve patients abforbed 
49. M My old faithful ſervant very in: Lord, thou haſt 
given 2 — length of days, and a degree of peace, * 
rity, and plen ö 
| 8 . in the ſervice of the. poor, all wh | damande, 
however, cannot ſatisfy without deſtroying, myſelf. | 
O the imperfeCtions of natural 1 * thou art 
weaning; wean yet more. 
TENTH 
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1. A prayer for the youth: but, is it enough to cry. 

God woo. not — 3 give 'them the 1 he hack 
enabled us to miniſter to them, even in inſtruction ? But, 
O how few anointed for this work! —© SIM 21 ST 

2. Queſt. How haft thou fulfilled \- As oh oy 67 oft 
Anſw. Pretty well in private and publick devotion, and a 
ſlow, but real growth is witneſſed : to God be the glory! 

But here is ſtill room for more temperance in eating and 
drinking, and ſtill too much of the bent of the mind to nature, 
and too little fervency of love for the myſteries of faith and 
— — redemption: Lord, I love thee: Lord, increaſe 
my love 

Progeeded on the viſit: light and truth attended us, blefſed 
de the Lord. | 
3. © God fo loved the world that he ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world: a moſt precious declaration, far more 
valuable than any poſition in philoſophy, | 8 
O the depth of this love, that God ſhould ſo regard men! 
But, and O the contempt with which this precious meſſage 
is received! And O the days, weeks, months, and years, 
that I have ſpent in inferior ſtudies ! les 
4. Impends the ſchool-meeting, deſerted by miniſters ; 
remember to goad them. | l | 
. Weak, and fretted with calls. * 1 
The Lord hath-honoured me this year, even in making 
me a gap-ſtopper in his vineyard, in theſe times of deſolation. 
Above nine hours in bed, 
God hath bleſſed the autumn or harveſt of my life in nature: 
O may he bleſs it in grace. | | 
— Suffered much in anger, on provocation; but pretty 
uietly. | 
I 4 At meeting A clearer view of a better ſtate. | 
14: Detected ſomething like fraud in a ſervant, and reſented 
it 2 without emotion, bleſſed be the Lord. 

My fpiritual predeceſſors have been tardy in ſpiritual ex- 
peditions : Lord, give me not only to ſee, but to fill up the 
defect, according to ability and opportunity, It is a time for 
deep mourning : the Lord hath remarkably ſmitten both our 


— * ſhepherds, and our temporal chiefs: Lord, enable 
to 


Is it ſo that miniſters and elders do now give way? Lord, 
grant that I may not be numbered among them by thee. 
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O Lord, increaſe my fervency, as the ing-day ap- 
proacheth, and thy long-forbearance. towards me been 
unutterably great under a long ſeries of ſins and infirmities. 
Shall I now abuſe thy goodneſs? Surely, nay. 

Feaſted, with a . for heal and moderation and 
truly I was with my betters. | 

15. At meetin 3 was triumphant in the mini 

he fore d, raiſe up p muck ders wo the you 
| it ſo that the antity types is come Bleſs 
Lord, O ON ſoul, for the ae goſpel e. un- 


— 2 

16. Lord, lead out of the vue pit and tech to mourn 
for effuſion of blood. 

-22+ Lord, preſerve from whoredom, and the ſpirit of it! 

At meeting—O for heavenly-mindedneſs, and more of the 
2 no neutrality, nee 

pl grim-: 

Struggled hard and got to both meetings, the ſecond er- 
tremely dull, as was the day, and the fire upon the altar 
almoſt out. 

23. E it ſo, that 2 are diſtinguiſhed, beyond others, by 
an evangelical-miniſtry? Why then have we ſo little of 54 
Surely, for want of ove, and that ſome other object hath 
ſtolen away the hearts of the people; and ſo we are in chat | 
ſpirit of the prieſts: No money, no paternoſter.” 

24. What can ſhew the depth of apoſtacy more than this? 
The primitive Chriſtians gane up their own, and had all 
thingy. in ao the moderns covet ny ik men's: an 

tr 

26. Ten viſits and one ſee. 

28. Eleven viſits and no fee, bleſſed be the Low 1, 

29. A fit of anger too vehement. | 

30. The dark power carly at my right hand, in fog 
tions of pride. 

Act of humiliation on the day of my monthly-retreat, to 
the following purpoſe: 

I repent of my ſinful degree of anger yeſterday. I grudge 
the time, via. Nine hours ſpent in bed: it is a great deal 
in the heel of the evening, 1 till lack more patience 1 
haavenly- mindedneſs. 

Let impending death pierce my ſtupid ſoul. I have, a 

devi, been-awakened through thy goodneſs, Lord; but not 
enough : thou art ſounding the death alarm ey mh in my 
_ Ly SEG my ears. | 5250 
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- Send forth thy love, God of love, and ſweeten my ſour- 
neſs, and be with me in the hour of temptation. 
31. A mournful ſtate ei the church: not members to 
conſtitute a national meeting of miniſters and elders: nay, 
n * * the eee n. | 


; 


EVENT MonTa, 1758. 
1. I abſolutely ſinned, in ſtaying ewenty-fire minutes 


longer at dinner than was ſtrictly fit. 

n ſuch mournful oecafons as above, viz. the fad ſtate 
of the church, did not the Lord proclaim a-faſt ? I thought ſo, 
and purpoſe to take the hint. Did not good men for 
* ſuch occaſions, ſeek: God by faſting as well as prayer? 

Two elders, yea three, are alive in the truth, bleſſed 

be-the Lord“! 

This day I gave up hyfick, and the Lord gave it back to 
. e e e- 
o pront 

3. Finiſhed the evening with my iors and betters at 
the ſelect- meeting: remember the reſult: thou muſt alla- 
redly travel more: remember whoſe ſeats: thou occupieſt. 

5. At meeting The miniſter ſhewed a greater degree of 
fervency of love than I, ſaying, There is eee 
for ane ſheep to be loſt. | 
6. A little cholerick, Vinten an provocation alminſterad, 

5 Above nine hours i in bed. 

orgot the men's meetin 

8. Rebuked for impudence, by my fllence. 

10, How careful ſhould; we elders be in our ſteps befors 
the riſing — Þ pngwray in order that a ſucceſſion might be 


I 

| At the morning-meeting this query. pierced-my beart⸗ 
« Of what advantage hath thy religious profeſſion been, and 
wherein 77 thou excel 1 holy " -" 

Anſw. the afternoon). In a nger after ri 
Wm fog in a daily croſs- bearing in oppoſition to oh 
worldly ſpirit; in being limited in my moſt darling ſtudies 3 
in the of the goſpel, as a revelation of a better "ſtate ; 
and in a preparation for death; in collecting materials for 
| blick, both temporal and ſpiritual, bleſſed be the Lord 
* his day che word was ve paorly handled. i 

ad Indeed, juſt the heel of the evening giveſt thou n 
Lor 1 A 1 2 Lord, pity and accept. * 

17. 


x24" A SPIRITUAL/DIARY. 


- 27 A Areadful ſcene of immorality broke forth : have 
we not a teſtimony againſt it, even more than againſt ex- 
ternals: Lord, give honeſty and prudence. 2 

22. Impends a feaſt: take care. py £ 

The inquiry highly diſſatisfactory. The ſanctuary is pro- 
faned. Great contempt is brought on plain appearances, 
though unjuſtly. ä | 

Immorality appears ——ů 2 face, and the juſt object of 
our cenſure, or elſe we periſh. * 
Impends the trial: Lord, direct! 
| trial pretty well conducted. rye 
- 26. A foreign miniſter's call to the youth amiable and 
ſeaſonable: O our dumb ſhepherds ! they are ſmitten : can- 

t God yet preſerve the ſheep, or raiſe up ather ſhepherds? 

our barrenneſs l it is truly deplorable. | * 
27. Ten hours in bed. (395 | 
A flight return of the nervous diſorder : I 8 
day's low diet: and hence a little flatulent and dogged. 

n account, aſter long ſilence, of iome good 
etffect of my church-hiſtory. 5 3 
29. In the night ſeaſon, ſome ſenſe of the divine excel- 

cy of ſome of the precepts of the goſpel ; but this day 
was wholly abſorbed in practice: no meeting, nor a word of 
Jeſus; ſo that I am in arrear, but not of choice. yo 

9. Nine hours in bed, ſyrely, more vigilance and more 
— 4 — is neceſſary. Did * Saviour ſeek ſolitary 

ces, * in prayer; is there no need of 
this for thee? Is hs 


ork completed? Surely, no, 

TwerrTry MonTa, 1758. . 
On the monthly- retreat, I was convicted of, a little in- 
dulgence in eating, to my hurt ſometimes : of irreſoluteneſs 
to refuſe needleſs drink: of ſpending too much time in bed: 
of too great vehemence and loudneſs on provocation, even 
this day: of a great arrear in church ſervices : and here is 
to be noted, my writing againſt ſuperfluities in trading, 
joined to the want of theſe ſervices by the removal of my 
predeceſſors, whom I have been ready to pronounce too 
earthly-minded ; but, ' behold, it is now my own turn, and, 
ſurely, God looks at me, and if 1 fail herein when it is in 
my power to do otherwiſe, out of my own mouth ſhall I. 
be condemned; and if my own heart condemm me, God 

is greater. e bog A 1937 


' FI | | | A ftrong 


A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 225 


bent to natural ſt daily refiſted by 
239 part in the r ee 
be his eſs ') daily to take up. 

* C 


from wy idi — 
the ſchool- meeting, not now ſupportable but 
by Aar 04 ſtrengthened to publiſh truth, and, moreover, 
inſpired me with a petition for a greater degree of his heart- 
piercing fear in drinkin 
8. Aifilent meeti 30 luminous, particulacly with re- 
{ tothe preſent {ae of the church, of which I had a 
ifferent view than W. E. had, viz. All now are not virgins, 
;, e. clean as to morals. | 
Sol. Thy harveſt is now come: wilt thou, negle& to put 
in thy ſickle for the Lord's fake ; when ſo loudiy called oa 
to bear a faithful teſtimony againſt the love a4 the, wor 
and, the inordinate regard to the concerns of the mere body ? 
9. Lord, I have ſinned : behold, I ſubmit unto, thy chaſ- 
. — under all events, even death itſelf: ſo help to pay 
theſe — tributes for my ſins, nun. commiſſions 
„ 2 V4 | bulk 
ed, on unſeaſonable calls. 8 
— eſolved to offer this ſacriſice of my temporal harveſt 
time to Chriſt Jeſus, if he will accept it, even in going to 
the quarterly-meeting 
A grateful hope — ſenſe that God hath, in ſome degree, 
wrought a good work, and a reſolution to give way to, the 
continued ſolicitations of his love: amidſt all this, Lucifer 
was at my right-hand, to puff up. 
The two 5 — exhibitions this day ſeemed to be but 
middling: I thought I could have exceeded them. 
12. t meeting—lI want more/meekne(s. , _ 
13. At the youth's meeting A mournful . ds 
not one elder to ſecond the minutes; and the exhibition there 
pare and ſcarce pertinent. Lord Jeſus, is it not pity that 
glorious cauſe had no better A My 2 
2 at the men who ſuffer * to take the « crowns from 
tha heads. Shot t. 
Spent the whole evening in tracing. a thief in his 
A little dogged on a call to J pauper; but ſubmitted 
14. I on 2 to 4 ; 3 
Lord take away this linſey-woolſey virtue! 
4 Lord is affuredly good in angiating thus with eye- 
ve. 


16. Roſe earlier on principle, bleſſed be the Lord ! | 
| | 17. Sol. 
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%% Sol. O the and vaſt extent ef thy profeflion 
with 2 a Quaker, even as one called out of the is 6f 
the age-in which ahou hea ; _— ech and garb” metdy, 
but in the renunciation of eve us and vaity Hondur, 
ofit, and pleaſure; as a Chri — at firſt ſight diſtinguiſhed 
8 his neighbours, and of whom an uniformity of conduct 
un all reſpedts'is expected, ehen on pain ef the Juſt. 1 | 
of 7. 
_ The — optick tremors 3 ot in the Teenie, 
* of beer helped, even on this my uſual Scl d 5 


| ee to find out drann in thief 

Lord Ah 4 © 

21. D we fools and blind ! The 3 ERA at- 
dendant at und ſotme mitiiſters, have brought more 
-Feardal'on the prbſeſfon than thoſe called Libertines; and 
eoyetbuſheſs art! injuſtice" have been too _—_ 1 

 whilff rotary 1 th Fay e is i Gor 

to turi\ 4 Exetci t Ion * 

theſe*tldlles. © gr 7 * 1 

Ex 2 Zat up W thidnight on th thn; and rg ye 

bleſſed be the Lord 16 
* This day virtuoull decline& an entertiinivietic, 
24. At mething towards the ene 
but F mn not clean enough, not have . ongh of 


285 -mindedneſs. 


the anniverſary 6f my birthday" and " 
607 fwd in he ſixry/firſt year, 2 22 Lord! 2 
"Attended the reduced meeting of minifters and elders: 
God gave wiſdom and courage. I was abfolutely too late 
there,” though earlier than ſeveral: ſurely, we are not 
punctual, evem at this high” board. Awake; rife earlier. 
I have laid up a little,” bleſſed be the Lord, this year, t- 
ene my' great loſs: 1 a0 not deſtre to _ up: God 
wen a heart to enjoy. a | 
1 Near ten Hours in anner „„ 
A meditation on fitting be in the gallery, wht» on 
| ebe thought, F reſolved to do; it appeating dear, Unit 
better one there than none at all, for the pe 
Opened Law's Seridùs * a precious 22 from God 
to me; but an awful one, as lying under greater obligations. 
29. Eight hours bed} and ly ſalficient. +00 
Afternoon-meeting ſilent and dulliſh; 
. Declined the nuiſance of ue mW on bin- 
ciple. r 


"4 4. 4 \ — q 
+ SH. S+- . © N © & . - — N - * ay 


* 
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Phys +: thy pace be ———— — | 


count 


On reading Law-—Afſurediy others. QI taking; off our 
crowns from bur heads. SHI 


God enabled to tife earlier on princi 
incl, of A fiction 


. zr. At the e 1 
of thi die im-ipi ith their backs to the temple 


and their faces to the as mine alſo hath been too much; 

but b r W 

turn £ 
1 Ale — * error, of long preaching and 

NET? A* 

. | = | on ds 105 


Finer Mowrn, | 2758 © I a 


3. * bleſs che 1 who hath caabled me to ſtand & 
. oni 4 

. ei Ration, Gands in very preca- 
rious light: but, O how paſſionately did he uſe to pray] Wr 
wanted the ſpirit ot GP except . mn. 


A It 
I purſue 2 with e e eee ee 


e eee. No: Lord, raiſe my love. And 
is ſtill room ſor more fear in my-exting ind drinking, 
even alone; though more'in com 

I will exult-in my. littlepeſs, and ia my confined views 
and pr ojects, and eee 1 

and bell for the 

7 C. Paytori's memorable.epiſtle, a diſmal 8 
of the ate of the church with regard to miniſters and elders. 

3- Impends the ſchool-meeting: why not this an 
tunity to be improved, as well as at burials and weddings-? 

e e k 2 


ſchool: a gre and wiſdom, an uncommon 
— ing ; b ucifer bufeted alittle aker... 
-  Dined/on'bread and — by 
In relation to the above, a oo — to this 
purpoſe: « * i o ng was to be co- 
veted, yet | as deſcribed by the 


apolile, & — Al ether gifts. 
6. Remeniber well thy low ſtation, even as but a late, very 
e OHA r r e 
— [17 * 1 
i 2 | On 


1 
_ = - > — 
—— DS eG Amor — — — — — > 
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/Oni-reading/Law, it that the very ſpirit of our 
— i is in — viz. The — diſpokition of mind. 
| 7. At meeting, very poor: O for more 1 
temperance, more of the fear of M Lord 

Both meetings filent the laſt very dull. 7% 
| Sol. On reading Law. on Devotion, and comparing. him 
ml lſaac Penington, I was well-nigh convinced that divers 
of our filent meetings, when thus continued and —_— | 
are d not to infants, but to adults in ſpirituals. 70 115 


10. Dinner on bread and water. ode bow 4 
11. Feaſted fwinifhly and to inflation : two diſhes! kurt. 

12. At a ſilent meeting—O for more watchfulneſs, and 
more ſtrength to oppoſe the world, and for more weaning 


* the _ . 

| renounce all new 

. 14. At — hes not — enou ITEM yet I thought I 
:evuld have miaiſtered better than two did to- day: and in a 


ſubſequent mee ting was a fooliſh application of à text, 
which, en could oo correct, but Was 

— % Nu v4 Þ 62 Wor 4 » au ” ml * 

3 
tupidit $ are _ us: w 
Mo, ak keep his — im the light! (: 
47. Neſuſed à feaſt, on principle, bleſſed beth Lord 5 

O my ſoul ! — a:tenfs of God's bounty in letting 
before thee evidences of the high order, ſtation, and dignity 
ol the human ſou}, in ſome indiſputable inſtances of refers 
tions made by it, unaceountable. i. 

18. Angry with cauſe, but too vehemently, 100 5 

19. Mechanically eroſs, from weakneſs and ſharp humours, 
Hos not — wherefore, n __ 
of ſtre ng and ſweeteningg 

—— g praiſes to God in the nigin rt. 
f il go among r K 

2 one in the miniſtry to-day. V * De 

— A ſpititual viſit. 

23. At a meeting of diſcipline—God firengrhened under 

a groundleſs oppoſition... 

24. Sol. 1 have, indeed, led a * life — 
youth, and 2 the purſuit of truth natural (and 
divine ſometimes); O what a barren Chriſtian in com» 
pariſon of others —— v. g. Richardſon, who tra- 
velled over England four times between the twentieth and 
n year of his age Matter of humiliation Toll 

0 W 
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1 with; however, follow the Lord in his ptefent drawi 
but muſt not deſett my ptuctiee ; foly ſurely, God 78 
noured thetein, although in a lower Wx. | 
X p and i we we f 


- 


Read Law, to great illumitativn 


ve. b 
A luxurious dinner on apple-pie. oo 
| 26. At a ſilent meeting, the nnr 
from and all that is ſpecious and goodly in it. 
iflertation on milk; a work e years, fiſhed, 
1 Wick, briets a ſmall provocatior Devil 
27. Wie ittle on a provocation: the 
e 6 AF * | | 
28. Seven o'clock. , Roſe at the call of the Lotd Jeſus, 
in _ improve _ day (the firſt of on week) ſpiritually, 
as much as another temporally, well knowing that a 
tranſlation doth bend.” * 1 6 
r evening on N of the — 4 — 
m upport che ancient teſtimon inſt lying, 
nn 


L 


and fortify my back for ſtripes, arid to beat 

wickedneſs of others. 

30. Deplored the weakneſs of our miniſterial adminiſtra- 

tion at meeting, which yet I could not help. _ . 

31. I bleſs ther, Lotd, who haſt enabled me to adhere to 

truth, in the trial of the delinquent, under * 5 
Untighteous Wight from a patient: may I Gay honeſtly, 

bleſſed be the Lord] Surely, it is more honourable and more, 

divine to ſerve them that do not pay, than them that do. 


$xcond MoRth; 1759. 

1. At one in the morning; roſe and fit up two hours, 
working at the natural hiſtory of the city of Dublia. 

2. Opens my monthly-tetreat : Lord, what lack I yet? 
More meekneſs, more temperance, and more of the heart- 
piercing fear: and I am in arrear to the countty- meetings: 
6 c 
The Lord hath given thee to finiſh a notable tem 
work: thou haſt more leiſure now for the ſpiritual. - 

4. Thirty minutes paſt five, Opened a holy : on 4 
ſtrict review of my life, deep humility and is 
my portion as long as I live. 

At meeting—Let thy love to the world be proportioned 
to thy ſhort Bay In it; evan beroms lob dad d. * 
1 | 


/ 


Wo 4 
217 
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t W that God's calm preſence, out of the 
"thunder, and lightning, is witn me, in my hum- 
ble ice of medicine, and in this Na 
fy ord. faid, „Thou muſt not on ove nature leſs, 
— do leis in that reſpect, in order to Acquire a heavenly 
it. L 8 
5. Bleſſed. be God, he hath brought me forward in, life 
* day, even in the ſpiritual reading in the morning, after 
the meditation and prayer: ſo, Lord, let grace n 
. . lg 65 mp. 6 
mo rious meeting, exerc to my dite 
nd ſtrength: however, it was and is my comfort, that 
I diſcharged my conſcience. faithfully in the ſupport of the 
Chriſtian teſtimony againſt immorality, though in oppo- 
fition to ps: 51 brethren. 
A woah of red that would ſmother inquiries 3 
1 2 truth prevail. 


rd, m 
"7 Ltd, Fo me an Fan abhorrence of wk own Ll 


| of the fins. of others 
Got to he ſchool-meetin ing with firu gole. 
$. Sol. This is a land of darkneſs, — and errors: 


only a little glimmering of light and truth ! Surely, there is 


a better country. 

9. O'the loads of diyine favour laid upon me, in furniſh- 
ing with ſuch authors as Law, faithful guides in the heavenly 
journey 

Lord, give patience. to bear ill-grounded tion to the 
truth: ay, hv art judge of iN. woc 

At meeting, this day the oracle gave no certain ſound. 

A little vociferation to a ſervant, 

Me. At meeting—Reft aſſured, O my ſoul, that thei is 

7 . to reconciliation with God but by double diligence. 

ball we not call in the women to our help in the viſit, 

As ar as miniſtry? If the holy fire were aliye, ſurely, thy 
indi ignation would be kindled at the worldly-mindedneſs of 


our men. 


men's meeting, God gave meekneſs, and, if 1 | 


LE Victory over an unclean fpirit.' 

18, The Lord is embittering to me the friendſhips, ho- 
nouts, profits, even (natural) ſtudies of this world: fo, 
Lord, embitter ; but the mind, ſo long warped to temporals, 
will not ſuddenly take another turn. Y 

Deſolation in the gallery ; but God ſtrengthened me, 


10 Devoted a ſpace for, meditation on native fierceneſs, | 


6Venhghtened 1; Do not pray only, but * 


„e 
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and decline the occaſions; enen 
acquit the guilty. 

20, « Do leſs in temporals, ſaith the Lord. | ; 

22. Lord, give victory over unclean ſpirits at feaſtin in = 
daring to be temperate: why ſhould we be compel 
drink, more than to eat? O the madneſs of vice, and nf 
ruption of the world ! 

24. Remember thy ſervants rebuke, that thou art moved 


by a _ . K 
25. Sna 7 — ng yeſterda 8 rebuke. 
Whilſt enjoy plenty -O the poverty of men and women 
at the vil Lord, — the abuſe of the G00, 


wine, and flax. 

Sol. ——, the — ht as far ax he went; but 
not a word of immorality, ly and is now en- 
tering, and, aſſuredly, 2 thou —— too much un- 
W Lord, ſtrengthen to faithfulneſs in eras, perl | 
me 
TS: Feaſted to the utmoſt bounds, although with 
a - | . 


Tump MonTH, 1759. 


2 Feaſted, and chatted to edification, at the new medical 
le | 
| =; and drank ſwiniſhly : nature wants leſs. 

A ſweet ſymphony this day between a brother and me, in 
that ſimple and moſt beautiful query, & Does the day's work 
go on with the day? 

At the time of an illumination, Lucifer er. * 
t- hand: Lord, rebuke him, | T 


: 
| „ 


1 my Monthy Retreat. 


80d. tock ate Wenihind of ni in the Gül and the 
church; look at the tedious purſuits. after, and the imper - 
fections of, ſcience ; the darkneſs and weakneſs of thy own 
mind; the uncertainty of richesz, the danger and hurt an- 
nexed to eating, and drinking, and to company; and the; 
ſuggeſtions of Lucifer in thy brighteſt moments: and fee 
if thou —— reſt * ſoul here — be after a better 


ſtate! | 
"12 e ende 
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Senſible of » want of more meekneſs, in two ſudden oc- 
as bara Mok hounds. 


5. In the night recommended, in prayer, ſome | ons to 
Lord, 41 — en fyer ering 
hearts, ſince we cannot. | 
4 my conſcience on immoralities, as an object 
ine. 


9. God touched me in the tendereſt point, even in the 
menace of fruſtrating my labours of twenty years by ſudden 
death ; but ſpayed me, furely, for better and higher purſuits. 

11. Corruption almoſt univerſal: like prieſts, like people, 
here, even here : what then, are we wholly to deſpair, and 


abandon'the youth? No, faith the Lord. 
15. Formerly ſcoffs and outward ſufferings 7 now perils 
among falſe brethren: Lord, ſupport. | 
16. ene 
and I found, bleſſed be Lord, the preſent withdrawi 
of help from man to drive to a cloſer union with God. 
17. God hath now lengthened thy day to the finiſhing 
one new ſcheme ſince the day of thy ſpiritual eſpouſals: be 
ſure, proceed on no more new ones. 
18. At meeting The church hath ever had its enemies, 
now then ſecret: why then, O my ſoul, art thou dif- 
uieted at the fame ? a 
19. Scolded full vehemently. 


err 


- 21. Scolded within bounds, 1 
An — we | SOR 
© 24+ , pretty 1 , 24 
The nervous A er difabled me bow reading, and 
ſeized me in preſcribing : this followed a day of faſting, and 
vaniſhed on my dinner, whence I conclude, that a generous 
dict is the right one for me. e . 
Ter evening in review of old honeſt labours: thus 
am I cut off from novelties ; but, ſurely, this is the right 


ule of time in an od man, 

28. Belated at meeting, through a little indolence. 

A viſit on occaſion of mourning habits, with no viſible 
effect at all, but rather the contrary. O the folly of men! 

30. My example not fo ſhining as I wiſt:: a and a 
quarter elapſed fince my laſt quarterly-meeting. ſtum- 
bling · block is removed: beware, leſt thou prove another. 
Trin the lamp, | | 


Fovxrn 
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4. Diſcharged m duty in ſpeaking to the children 3 but 
Lucifer at my right-hand after 
3 4 22 a 

r. hat is the bent of th mind now ? Hadft thou 
be great than viz, More in ſcience than in love ? 
would gladly not; Lord, give the meek ſpirit and 
8 grey: 

All that has been done for the honour of men will have 
no reward, and conſequently à great part of thy ſtudies z but 
the acts of ſelf-denjal, and every effort to promote truth in 
oppoſition to the wicked, I humbly hope, may be rewarded, 
Fieaſted, and did not come up in complete fortitude over 
the world's ſpirit. 

. through inadvertence, and was 2 

e 

At a ſilent meeting A grateful, humbling ſenſe of God's 
love and long-forbearance extended to we in this heel of the 
even | 

Bo. Accompliſhed the viſit to — with a minifter, 

1h, and Zr fenſ of a real eck, poliſhed ray mind 
— a real pr m 
to my comfort: tus in x dumb ho, nt u an A but 
well-wiſher ; ſuch is my f| piritua} lot. 

14. At a filent meeting $—O the long-forbearange of God 
ere darker wnaang ory An ot urely this ſhould lead 
to long-forbearanee to my brethren. 

15. Our miniſterial ſupplies from England likely to fail. 

A moſt profitable ſilent impreſſion at 2 barren 
meeting, to this important purpoſe ; Lord, go on to wean 

Fans ardent Purſuit of ſcience in preference to love ; 
and be with me in te our of fallen in tie e 


er 
28. ful illumjnations on the diſcipline proper to 
women, 
27. -K. „„ Io 2 
view and ſolid experience of the r 
human friendſhips, of the imperfections of ſcience, and 
Lr 
wean, O Lord, and mortify. 7 
13 | wa 
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Tuo ſtaunch miniſters appeared with a true goſpel · ſound; 
I blefs thee, Lord, for this high privilege of a "os miniſtry 


to an unworthy generation. 

29. Truth triumphed in the miniſtry, 

On chis glorious day roſe at five, at the call of the cock, 
on principle, and purſued the yas exerciſe re to 


Ju 
A comfortable aſſurance of an rovement of 422 
vn be 1255 & ok my 


kund dowry, 1759. 


Opens the monthly-retreat. The . is, that I 
am to die and give account to God this day. 

Sol. I hope the Lord hath lengthened out my day to ſome 
good purpoſe, and particularly this, that he may be King 
within, ar that grace may be exalted above nature; that he 
may go on to ſlay the love of this, and cheriſh and advance 
the. love of that, even as of heaven above earth. 

For, indeed, I am ſtill too earthly in this reſpect; but 
how can I do leſs ? The ſtruggle muſt be I, and 
ng weaning from nature proceed,” | 

At meeting Saw more. deeply into the. divine law, and 
my want of more of the dread of God, and of more humility, 
and contentment, even with contempt from others; and: 
O for more of the divine preſence in all my femporals!— 

An eccleſiaſtical conference, 

2. Diſcharged m by conſcience at the ſchool-meeting, / 

2 At a * # ame few labourers beſides myſelf; 
a diſcouraging 
Sol, « Can — Ethiopian. ch his ' ſkin,” &c,” and 
when the affections have been for a ſeries of years _— to 
nature, can they be returned to grace: Surely, not without 
violence, L. belp, leſt I periſi. 

6. How do worldlings for the mere point of honour, v. g. 
Soldiers, ſacrifice their reſt, and even lives! But what do we 
for Chriſt ? Pag 

8. Roſe about four, on principle; - F : 

A melting meeting in the — — . yy 1 was 
enamoured with the peculiar glory of our miniſtry, with an 
admiration of God's EIA Der * held forth to an 
unworthy people, . 

"4 L * A ſinful 


4 pttrTbat Dar. Thy 
** 4 phat panels aha fecond tine: Oy yak: 
gels! Om wickedneſs, even in the midſt of a grotulion of 
favours] -* | N bat 
I will embrace contempt and. confuſion. of face. 
".g. I proclaim a faſt on the occaſion of the faid eaſily. be» 
in, 81 IT __ 1644 2 
IE I was in company with my betters, men far beyon 
me in the heavenly life : however, I love the brethren, ; 
fayour the ſweetneſs of ſpiritual fellowſhip. Api KIY 
After alittle good ſervice, the dark power attended and 
prompted to vanity. n * 
Me. * viſion, exhibiting more diſreliſh of nature and 
11. Beware of giving offence, and hurting God's witr 
in thy ſervant, thou high profeſſor. 
O poor Dublin, thy ſhepherds are ſcattered ! | 
Diſcharged my conſcience faithfully, in inviting two to 
the work. | 7 ee of" 
225 Impends the viſit: Lord, be with us ſew in our low 


O the imperfeRions of ſcience, and the precariouſneſs of 
medical reputation wes AS. 
My affociate far more heavenly-minded than IJ. 
13 Love is greatly departed from us in Dublin... _ 
he little journies, attended with ſome degree of fatigue, 
before meeting leſſened the devotion. eee 
© Light and truth triumphed in a family | OCT 
15. ede eee ex- 
erciſe of it STC” yk amen 
Diſcharged my duty, in the croſe, on the viſit, 
156. 1 have incurred, our Lord's cenſure, in being angry 


= * — 
* 124 . 


i 


with a brother without due cauſe. . 
17. Again, moſt unſeaſonably attacked with the temp- 
— before named, even previous to the proceedure on the 
viiit, * , 
18. Roſe early, on principle, and proceeded on the viſit. 
19. I bleſs thy bounty, Lord, for thoſe quickening, illu- 
minating, ſtrengthening opportunities in our religious viſits, 
and my aſſociation with my betters. _ "OM 
20, 22. Jogged and goaded the viſitors, and proceeded a 
little * that . e wy, 
23. A compotation, diſagreeable beyond the holy 
bon. on a philoſophical expedition. a 
235. A dread leſt I ſhould not walk conſiſtently, hut give 
ſcandal : Lord,” put thy fear in a greater degree in my heart. 
3 ' I 4 27. Lord, 


436 | 4 SPIRITUAL 1 8 

ſweeten my ſourneſs iſt's doctrine | 
5 7 W fr it out tg 
eee meeknieſs py him recom- 


on the people in general do not ſtedfaſt}y belieye in 
renne 


ing me wiſdom to act as an old man, even 
rates * tin 1 of my youth: 


his glo 


r * ſingle 
1 hurt the feryice, in coo 2 


Hicula aurg: Lopd, pity and ous” 


Sixrn ers, 19 59 · 


x months, and yeary, have I deyoted 
8 od, i in o mercy, hath pr 
f : and is now exerciſing the holy 
painful work ! Lord, ca - Tana ch | 
* alles 1 honour and love the hre 


and this riſtian Keri one ſupplies the defects of 2 
e jn this} joint-labour | 
uf One boon grant, good Lord, that my loye of the world 

of nature may bear the proper proportion to the ſhort time 
. 


Some fatisfaQion in ſome diſcoveries of w ee 
in the review of regiſteries of the weather. ws th 


. Di my conſcience at the ſchool, 
of tiring, up another: thus in bo nm Big as in ci 
FEES to one another. F was at my tight 
8. 1 fear, on righteous gunds, that ] ſhall not N 
$a kent op fear. * * . 


* a feaſt—not quite enough of holy vigilance. _ 
4. God bath Aid and gifted of rap in the ſervice 


of ping and made me a "rip-ſtopper, adored he his good: 


In drinking previqus to the ious viſit, ſtum but 
did not fall: Wenne . "wy . * 


* The ou. lh 8 paeticl of jbe diving breach 


15. Surely, | 


— 
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15, Surely, the Lord is ſeen in n 
| evidently; he meteth out the heavens with a ſpan, and 
glory and goodneſ are here diſplayed ; but how in the = 
mults of 5 own 2 and how 9 A world] 
lires power is. good” 
2 ce, Vieſſed be the Lord! 
%. On bet 8 the people aſſemble with vaſt coldnek, 
by com in very 
Of linac was applied howke to my nnd and 
* — there muſt be as high an aſcending into the di- 
vine nature, as there hath been a deſcending and flying from 
ny much a prevalent ſtudy of the myſteries of grace in 
rift, as there has been of thoſe of nature: and now God 
$40 this may he carry it on, 
he ors Bog n, of Cork, ſits up whole nights with 
ger 4 from 3 principle of benevolence, 
144. At meeting, this illumination: m y heart is not pierced 
enough b 1 of death, td, as x ought to be, and and is 
roo groveling towards | 


Ahe fr res are neglected b an which 
| | diſcharged my _ conſcience faith 0 and G gave pru- 


17 1 have not ſuffered, I have laboyred in nature abun- 
a 4 and a little in grace : may the Lord accept, 
26. On my a. home from te vil tang 
n | | 
27. A ban . written. | "3 
2, An ++ a ſlight en * 
2 too .thoughtleſs in my drink, even 
having 1 twice warned in a La e 


A counter- ; if there be danger 
foiditual pride and 4 4. one hand, there is far * 
reaſon for ſelf-contempt for Nr the other. 


Surely, no ſtation exhibits ſo many __ human miſery, 
and of the vanities, fins, and follies of men as mine : A 


this w inlſpi with a ſuitable contempt d 
| an Nel * 0 


lade gaptritian at prayer, 


SEVENTH 


x38 Ito Dian. 
5 elne be dase Hard 4 eee 
aged P ennie cd %% . 187 
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1 x. Sol. God Lord thek L yet? | 

Anſw. More ſtrength 3 e drinking. 
Again, muſt I wholly 4, feaſts ? 

Ans. No yow was yet wade, but a reſolution to decline 

zem as much as may be. 

Fo. Bleſſed be the Lord, Who bas enabled me to ſtand in 

the gap p in the viſit. Surely, here is a wide field, but where 
e ſeedſmen, where the diggers, hewe and fencers ? 

Any: They are departed from 15 having loved this pre- 
fne world. Lord, preſerve and increaſe thy faithful reinnant 
every Where. 

a 4 Diſcharged my duty at the {chisat, among the pan | 
bo rec of my colleagues did alſo. | | 
« Lord, thy ia"; at the impepding feat! 
* 5 meeting—1 fear T ſhall not by ac 3 Lot, in- 
E e thy holy fear in my heart, and let me poſſeſs it alwa 
7. Efecy © Chiriftian 'Þ Quaker; "but the reveric 1 10 f 
No s. ThE annive of my ſpiritual eſpouſals, even this 
"th year, b of my Lord! © a hs 

* am now the only ſurviving old viſitor, 

"See now formality and eatthly-mindedneſs N 
dhe church as a thick cloud! Lord, let there be light in 
Goſhen. 

Our Lord calls up to judgment ſeveral of the Heathens 
againſt” the ſews, and our Penn brings in divers excellent 
teſtimonies from them: to theſe add the obligations of the 
coming, and doctrines, and example of Chriſt, Soul, ariſe, 
and worſhip, and work. 

At # filent meeting: ſweet: enco ement to proceed ; 
— a5 the futmmer-ſun ripens for the hatveſt, fo let the, celt- 
Rial for glory; and as my labours in nature are re fo ml to 
ares ſo let thoſe in grace keep pace: for * is 
at the doo 

Goaded my brethren viſitors: ſurely, were it not for the 
w/e auxiliary, we ſhould n ot get on. 

. Attended that ſervice faithfully, and my ancient col- 

. G. H. had divinely and pertinently adapted ſervice 
the poor, at their houſe. 

3 called out of tho 


8 
1 1 14. Feaſted 
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14. Feaded and converſed to edificati and with cheer- 
fulneſs, | 

15. The afternoon-meeting ſilent, but luminous. 

Goaded brethren - viſitors, and accompliſhed” two viſits, 
with conſiderable ſtruggle, and to a degree of ſatisfaction. 

18. The viſit th ...2gt with a 1850 deal of ſtruggle. 
O poor Dublin! I wiſh' thou mighteſt ſee thy 8 

19. Is the church coming out of the ap Then 
behave 1 y. 


22. O the — of natural ſcience, We 


now ; 
3. Ne before ſix : O the time gained by riſing ! 
2 Ar humbling time at meeting, with an my in- 
ſolence on light eroſſes ! So much good have I received, and 
ſhall I 71 receive evil? And, O my ſpiritual barrennefs i in 
m fam 
A mortifyitig but wholeſome repulſe, e on application to the 
Royal 8 
28. At a lent yah —O how u unpleain the ſight of 
others coming in at the eleventh, inſtead of the tenth bur 
29; A good time under the miniſtry of women, wi 
moſt tender, evangelicaliy-ſpiritedcall to the giddy youth $5 
covetous elders—thus are the women taking our crowns 
us, 
Sol. Journies neevious to the meetin ing . 
At aſternoon- meeting, I was ſhocked with a nod or two 


however; — enn 


Finn | Miter, 17 3. 


| IC | | 

& A lite were recmpatitbs is wanting, Nen to private 

F caſts I hate, 
. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, for the happy turn our 
itical affairs have taken, even from a ſtate of great diftreſs. 
Lord, give us hearts to feel thy goodnefs, 3 and wiſdom to 
improve it unto thy glory. 
At meeting, amidſt infirmities I worſhipped the Lord, who 
is raiſing up race above nature. 

4. Eceleſiaſtical journey to the county of Wicklow; I 
was enamoured with the peculiar-fimplicity and fincerity of 
our worſhip rightly conducted. 

There is a conſiderable number of youth there, and 2 
whats, that want viſiting, as ſheep without a ſhepherd ; and 
who layeth it to heart ? pf 

10. 


1380 Tuna biin t. 


% 


1 


= 1. $1: \” Ces Tod, wha what lack 1 yet ? 
_ Anſw,, More ſtrength in op oppoſing £ the Wee drinking. 
Again, muſt T wholly avoid feaſts? 
Anſw. No yow was 7 made, but a reſolution to decline 
them 1 much as ma 
leſſed be er Who has enabled me to ſtand in 
* in the viſit. Surely, here is a wide field, but where 
2 the ſeedſmen, where the diggers, bewers, and fencers ? 
Anſw. They are departed from us, having loved this pre- 
ſent world. Lord, preſerve and incre & thy faithful reinnant 
every where, 
4. Diſcharged my duty at the ches among the a | 
as, 185 of my colleagues did alſo. 
« Lord, thy preſence at the impepdihg raft 1-., 
2 Fy meeting—1 fear I ſhall not be accepted : B42 in- 
bs thy holy. fear in my heart, and let me poſſeſs it always ! 
7. Every 'Chiiſtian 1 a Maker ik by { the reverſe is far 
being true. | 
8. The annive of my {| piritual cou, © me this 
fifth © year, Nr of wy Lord! Ms 7 
J am now the only ſurviving old viſitor, | 705 | 
dee now formality and earthly-mindedneſs over-ſpreadi ing 
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. * 


the church as a thick cloud | Lord, let there be plight 10 


Goſhen. 

Our Lord calls up to judgment ſeveral of the Heathens 
againſt” the Jews, and our Penn brings in divers excellent 
teſtimonies from them: to theſe add the obligations of the 
coming, and doctrines, and'example of Chriſt, Soul, ari NY 
and worſhip, and work. 

At # filent Meeting : ſweet: encouragement to proceed; 
ind as the furnmer-ſun ripens for the harveſt, ſo let the, ctle- 
Mal for glory; and as my labours in nature are advancing to 
OO ſo let thoſe in grace keep pace: for the Judge is 
at the door, 

Goaded my brethren viſitors: ſurely, were it not For the 
foreign auxiliary, we ſhould n of on. 

KA. Attended that ſervice faithfully, and my ancient col- 

= e G. H. had divinely and pertinently adapted ſervice 

the poor, at their houſe. 
3 called out of tho 


ey. 


14. Feaſted 
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rnd Feaſted and converſed to edification, and with cheer - 
neſs. 
. The afternoon-meeting ſilent, but luminous. 
Goaded brethren-viſitors, and accompliſhed” two viſits, 
with conſiderable ſtruggle, and to a degree of ſatisfaction. 
18. The. viſit proſecuted with a 1800 deal of ſtruggle. 
O poor Dublin! Faid thou mighteſt ſee thy 3 
Wes. Is the ol coming out of the 255 Then 
have accordingly 
42. 0 12 impertections of natural ſcience, en 


mectin 5 
3. Na before d: O the time gained by ear riſing . 

24: Au humbling time at meeting, with an a. 
ſolence on light crotſes ! So much — 5 have I — 
hop 7 ——_ evil ? And, O my ſpiritual her" ru in 
m m 

A — but wholeſome repulſe, oh application to the 
Royal 2 

28. At a filent meetin Of how « npleaſune the ſight of 
others coming in at the eleventh, inſtead of the tenth hour. : 
« 29; A good time under the miniſtry of women, with 
moſt tender, evangelically- ſpitĩted call to the giddy youth an td 
* elders—thus are the women taking our crowns 

us. 
Sol. Journies previous to Fa meeting hurt. 
At aſternoon- meeting, I was ſhocked with a nod or twoz 


however; ada. enn 


'Frourn Morn, 1759. 


1. 1 8 is wanting, even to private. 

F caſts I hate, 
. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, for the happy turn our 
tical affairs have taken, even from a ſtate of great diſtreſs. 
Lord, give us hearts to feel thy n! and wiſdom to 
improve it unto thy glory. 
At meeting, amidſt infirmities I worſhipped the Lord, who 
is raiſing up grace above nature. 

4. Ecclefi ical journey to the county of Wicklow; I 
was enamoured with the peculiar ſimplicity and ſincerity of 
our worſhip rightly conducted. 

There is a conſiderable number of youth there, and elſe- 
whats, that want viſiting, as ſheep . a ſhepherd 3 and 
who layeth it to heart? pt 

10. 
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10. At meeting—The body heavy for a while; but truth 
and faith by and by triumphed, * 
Ibid. A ſecret whiſper of the danger, of too much fame 
and buſineſs. Surely, I bave retired, and will retire, 
© 12. G. H. has viſited the nation five times in a religious 
way: my ſervices domeſtick, and bur little. 1 
Aſternoon- meeting dull, and I kept from ſleep with a 
ſttru ah hy up in the end by a miniſterial help. | 
More of the fear of God in my feaſting is wanted. 
13. Great ſatisfaction in corollaries drawn from the hiſtory 
. iſe i travels : an inn-keeper 
I e ſurpriſe in : an inn-keeper 
1 convert keeps a Spiritual Diary alſo, with whom 
I henceforwards con a fellowſhip. N 
16. Weak and peeviſh. my 1 
1 latent feed bf life is burdened with the prevailing 
conyerſation about wars, even wholly engroſſed on that ſub- 
ject, and rejoicing at the rayages which the real Chriſtian 


21. A ſweet filent meeting, "REPAY 


22. At the youth's meeting, ſpoke briefly on illuminations, 
and underwent buffering ds, 0 
ed my ſervant with cauſe, but too harſhly, 
23. Admoniſhed 
derneſs. 


2 brother with great frankneſs and ten- 


24. Sol. Qn my moroſeneſs; how many years have I 
been praying and labouring to be ſweetened ; will the work 
never he completed ? © N | 

At meeting, a triumph nd that of the man of this 
world, to the following purpole; | 

The Lord hath taken away from me the reproach of barren- 
neg. in other terms, he hath cauſed the to ſtammer 

e. | = 

25, An extract of ſome ſweet flowers from the ſcriptures, 

26, At a filent-meeting, a ſtruggle with brethren- viſitots 
for proſecuting that work under diſcouragements. 

Sol. This day ſhone the glory of the goſpel-day, and Chriſt 
Jeſus, in my yiew, triumphed over all the gods of the Heathen, 
even in his heayenly pattern ſet before us. in 

27. Proceeded on the viſit, wherein it ed that m 
aſſociate is wiſer and better than I; hence I learn the t 
of religious affociation. | 

28. God gave reſolution and integrity to attend both 
meetings of worſhip and diſcipline with induſtry, on the re- 
covery of my badily ſtre | Sy 


- 
* 


A SPIRITUAL DIARY. Th bi 


Behold the eaſe of our religious eſtabliſhment, ſurely, far 
ſhort of what is required of very Chriſtian, and of the prac- 
tice of the religious in former times, and till far ſhort of what 
our real wants call for, viz. Eight hours in a week only are 
devoted to publick warſhip, i. e. no more than one-third of a 
natural day; but yet it muſt be obſerved, that even this one- 
third is far from being duly attended to; and, to fay the truth, 
among the multitude of thoſe now profeſſing with us, not above 
one-twelfth of the twenty. four hours, via. Two hours on 
firſt-day morning are devoted to publick worſhip, and what 
to private by theſe is known only to the Omaniſcient : but can 
ſuch a people expect to proſper in ſpirituals; can they ex- 
pect to make h n A 

thou my ſoul, who haſt hitherto been too much immerſ 
in the cares of mere body,' and participated of the corruption 
of the times, awake, awake, to ſuperior diligence, and re- 
member, that he who ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly. 


NinTa MonTH, 1759. 


2. Afternoon-meeting extremely dull, as ufual of late; 
and I was fleepy from fatigue ; 2 God gave grace to pray, 
that I might not be cut off either in earthly- mindedneſs or 
fierceneſs of temper. 

3- Rebuked my ſervant too vehemently. 

1 


4. Got to meeting with a ſtruggle”; yet favoured there 
with a precious illumination, tending ſtill to wean farther 
from the world, viz. on Luke xiv. He that hateth not 
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and ſiſters, 

and his own life alſo, cannot be my diſciple,” 
F Sicke the ſchool- meeting, diſcharged my conſcience in 

Mplicity. 8 

7. TH filent-meeting—A luminous time. Too vehe- 
ment in natural ſtudies this morning. 

16. A glorious company of poor patients in Canaan's lan- 
guage : Lord, ſupport ! | 

At meeting—A ſweet goſpel · ſpirit in the miniſtry. 

x8. Provoked by teazing poor patients: Lord, pity my 


—_—_—— w 1 
20. Nine patients and not a penny: Lord, give the goſpel- 
d in vd the poor. N 


21. A little weary at the evening - facrifice: God mend 
me. 

A ſweet evening in a review of the Hiſtory of the Weather; 
and not only that, but alſo of my fpiritual Rate, wn os 

| 1 | ory 
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hiſtory. of my progreſs. and regreſs, and reſtoration through 

the "tt Surely, here has been no ſmall induſtry 

in nature: Lord, ſupply the defects in grace. | 
God ſignal _ preſerved from — wholly ſwallowed of 


in nature, by the diſſolution of ſeyeral plauſible, but hurtfu 
conventions... . - | = 
22. A review of Obſervations on Storms: a right old 
man's employ. | 

/ | 23: A bright illumination. (in the ſtreets), of the weight 
of obligations on me. | 
4 24. Sweet Jeſus, thou haſt few and poor advocates, and 
ome v 


ery weak ones. Wh) © | . 
25. 0 the weight of the work of ſanRification ! far away 
beyond words, which are but ſhadows, and, without the life, 
idols: am I not coming to the life of the words, to the power 
in which the kingdom is {aid to ſtand? "ar 
A very humbling, mortifying retroſpection from 1741 to 
1750) which was a ſort of interregnum in ſpirituals, nature 
and natural ſtudies prevailing over grace. O the mercy of 
God in thus waiting for my repentance |! 
72 9 for more of the fear of the Lord, and leſs of the fear 
of man | 
28. Lord, flay and mortify my inordinate love to natural 
ſcience, —— and more. J 2 
An unſeaſonable call from a pauper tried my patience, 
ſhewed that I had but a ſmall * it. have OP 
Proceeded in the review of my Hiſtory of the Weather, 
in order to draw ſome concluſions of moment from it. 


1 


= 


. 


TexnTa MorTH, 1759. 


1. Opened my monthly-retreat: I am an out- of- time 
late-born Chriſtian, and a very feeble one: Lord, exte 
mercy, and finiſh the work of cleanſing entirely. I want 
more of thy tender love, and tender fear, in the hours of 
temptation to anger, and to the inordinate love of nature. 
Remember not the ſins of my youth and age, in preferring 
nature to grace. Lord, I turn about, though late. O the 
riches of the Divine Bounty in thus giving — to repent! . 
Lord, animate my natural ſtudies with charity, and limit 
them with moderation, ; | Hy 

2. Scolded my ſervant too vehemently. — . 

3. At the ſchool · meeting, ſpoke to the children in a A 

a _ 
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tual expacity ; but Satan buffetted afterwards, prompting to 
ride: but light and truth triumphed. Thou art to lies 
in no gift; but in this only, that thy name is, or may be, 
written in the Lamb's book of life. a 
A filent meeting, but ſweet. 
5 Exerciſed ſomething of a holy vigil at night; but 
Lucifer was at my right-hand. | 
12. I have not yet learned to drink rightly ; but I ſaw 
in the clear viſion that, if I will proceed to nerfeRtion, 1 muſt 


be more an alien to the corrupt humours of the and even 


of divers of my acquaintances in this very ſpect, and muſt 
ſick cloſer to the ſecret whiſpers of the Holy Spirit. Amen, 
ſweet Jeſus, amen. * 

What citizen can ſtand the teſt of the righteous retrench- 


ment of ſuperfluity in drinking? The Devil, in the mouths 


of thouſands, ſays, There is no faſt on the drink ;” but, 
ſurely, we are not to believe. him: O how hard to be quite 
clean! Lord, pity and make clean. | 

14. Morning and afternoon-meetings ſilent, but both to 
me were pretty open. | 

17. Egon the feaſt: Lord, preſerve. Came off tole- 
rably : the company ſober and edifying. 

19. Another filent meeting; but the fire not out. 

20. Nine hours and a half in bed : quite too much, 

21. Waked in the night, and, by the ſweet illumination 


received, was convinced that a holy vigil may be exerciſed ; 


and this further ap by the practice of the men of this 


world, who often riſe while it is yet night; and from the 


practice of the ſons of Belial in compotations. 

22. One of our faints, whilſt proſecuting his temporal 
concerns, made every thing give way to the ſpiritual, par- 
ticularly in the attendance at meetings. 

23. Obeyed the Lord's drawing, to go to meeting, with 
this divine impreſſion, to attend matters of more moment. 
than weather and winds : but this impreſſion was much worn 
off by the buſineſs and talk of a ſucceeding meeting of diſ- 
cipline, and by a feaſt, _ | 
26. It is plain our ſpiritual affairs are in the hands of chil- 
dren: our wiſe men are gone a whoring after the world: 
but, remember it was ſo in the infancy of the church. 

An amazing ſeries of ſucceſs in our affairs in America; 
our fate feems to be reverſed, and our chaſtiſements taken 
off, bleſſed be the Lord! Lord, ſanctify us unworthy mor- 
tals to a right uſe of theſe fayours and theſe events, to the 
progreſs of true Chriſtianity, 


28. Two 


s #0 
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28. Two in the morning. Opened a holy vigil, and ac- 
cordingly roſe in the night, with a revival of a ſenſe of the 
church's now 1 the apoſtacy, and a ſerious deſire 
of being one of her ſons, particularly in an increaſe of hea- | 
venly-mindedneſs; and I was comforted in a view of the 
ory of the goſpel-day, and of the knowledge of Chriſt 
eſus as the Son, and ſent of God, and of a ſubjection to him 
as ſuch, as preferable to all other knowledge. | 
At meeting The fire on the altar was not out, and we 
had'a lively prayer from one woman, who alone is left as 2 


miniſter. | 
- Soured on a view of our forlorn eccleſiaſtical, and even 
medical ſtate. IRTP | 

* Viſited a faultering brother. 

+ 29. -Proceeded on my Diary of the Weather to ſatisfaction, 
in the corollaries thence deduced, I hope to the glory of God. 


Paid a church-viſit. 
Dinner of bread and water, to cure indigeſtion. 


Errvzurn MonTH, 1759. 


2. Riſe earlier, and go on to follow the Lord's drawings 
to higher degrees of purity and love. 

3 A ſpirit of devotion in two prayers at the meeting of 
buſineſs. | 

5, 6. Too moroſe on occaſion. ' {IP E 

A moſt precious meeting, wherein a woman vaſtly out- 
ſhone all the men; and, O what a pygmy was I f 

7. At the ſchool-meeting, God gave wiſdom to him 
alone «rp glory. But Lucifer buffets on the illuminations 
received. 

9. Formality has overſpread other profeſſors, but now 
attacks us, a ſet of profeſſed Teparatiſts, who, when without 
the power, are deeper hypocrites than any. R 

10. On a late publication—ſoul, awake: thou art come 
forth from thy ſolitude, and art making an avowed verbal 
profeſſion : Lord, ſupport. 

14. The day concluded ſweetly, with a folid ſenſe that 
God is opening himſelf in nature to the diligent inquirer. 

16. At meeting, felt what is beyond werds; yet the 
ſpeeches were ſweet and highly pertinent. 

2 Feaſted beyond the holy bounds. | 
18. Spoke at a ſeloct meeting, and had hope in the midſt 

| 20. 
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20. O ſor the holy tremor, and neutrality in temporals 

22. Uttered a — word. | | 7 

24. O che ſtuntedneſs of my growth in ſpirituals, not- 
withſtanding all that light, ſun, and rain, beſtowed, and theſe 
* bleſſed opportunities of ſelf-ſurvey | | 

25. Performed a church-viſit, wherein I was enabled to at 
as a goad, bleſſed be the Lord, and ſaw evidently the grow - 
ing benefit of theſe admonitory viſits in aſſociation. | 


Twarrrn MovTn, 1759. 


I. Spiritual retreat: adhering doggedneſs, or quickneſs to 
anger is the point: Lord, quench this fire! 

O my ſtupidity | O let this coming of Chriſt, and this im- 
mortality brought to light by the goſpel, have more influence 
on my temper and manners than it has had | 

As to ſuperfluities, and the renunciation thereof, ambition 
of knowledge appears to have been the chief; however, God 
gave wiſdom to devote my induſtry rather to the digeſting of 
old acquiſitions, ' than to purſue an uncertain game in ſ- 
of new ones at this heel of the evening. 

4. A ſilent, but ſweet, meeting. . 

5 ere is a crown in ſtore, dur it muſt be fought for. 

- The credit of the ſociety is not at heart as it ought to 
be: a ſhameful languor in our overſeets. 
þ Two church - conferences in admonition. Solus in the 


ery 


12. A vague ſtupor of late, ſeeming to threaten ſomething 


paralytick: Lord, give to hear this thy voice, and give more 
deadneſs to nature, and more fervour in grace, 

22. Very weak on à late ſickneſs, and thereupon an ugly 
2 on ſcarce any provocation, and a too haſty uſe 
of the ſacred name. 

23. The immortality of the ſoul afreſh evidenced in Voung's 
writings, bleſſed be the Lord : and Lord, let this additional 
light influence my conduct. | 

25. Opens my ſixty-ſecond year. I formerly faid, «© If 
I arrive at ſixty, I ſhall be pretty eaſy; but I find I am too 
much groveling after nature : Lond lift up to grace, and 
particularly to the love of Chriſt Jeſus, as the Son and Sent 
of God; and of his precepts. | 

Proceeded on my Diary of the Weather, the ſhortneſs of 
my life conſidered, and found the obſervations luminous and 


uſeful, 
? K 28. My 


. 


| 
| 
| 


| | 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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28. My brother is # going, and ſo is my old faithful ſer- 
vant, and myſelf alſo: alarming warnings : however, I hope 
the ſteerage is right in general. | 
* ed for meeting, but was diſappointed. bp; 
A nd | | 


word. | 


: 


2 


"Finer Monrtn, 1960. 


4. More meekneſs is wanting, and more heayenly-mind- 
edneſs, and more real fruit, from my ſerious readings. 

6. Two ſilent meetings, but both luminous to me, though 
the afternoon one greatly deſerted. It is good to be with 
the faithful few. _. 

Grace triumphed over nature this morning, and I was 
renewedly impelled to importune my Lord to ſweeten my 
ſourneſs, and lift up my ever-groveling ſoul; 

4%; 4 Snappiſh : O how long ſhall I be ſo 

38. Three meetings ſucceffively ſilent, yet to me luminous. 

11. Detained from meeting by a group of paupers. O 
the poor ſtate of our ſpirituals | eight hours in the week, 
ſuppoſing (what is not the caſe) all ſtrictly attended; viz. 
Only one-third of one day! O the indevotion, O the little 
concern fot ſpiritual treaſure | 

13. Truth ſhone in the _—y of a woman. 

for the reign and triumph of grace above nature! 
hoped, that what remains of the laſt, viz. Natural Hiſtory 
and the Materia Medica, is proſecuted, not from a ſelſiſh, 
but publick ſpirit. tr; 

17. Feaſted pretty innocently, ; 

20. Eight in the morning. O the time loſt in bed ! 

21. Exerciſed an eve in preparation for the meeting to- 
morrow, in order to an early and cordial attendance. 

Snapped at a pauper in the ſtreets. 

Wrote a letter, to goad an indolent brother. 

26. Eight v'clock. Cold and fleepy. The king of Sein 
riſes at hve, h 

Much medical work and little wages: Lord, give patience. 
27. Morning and afternoon meetings ſilent. - 1 
30. Fine leiſure for the review of Obſervations on the 

Weather. | | 


SECOND 
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Szcond MonTH, 1760. 


1. O, to ſay honeſtly, „Thy will be done;“ is no leſs 
than an entire ſubmiſſion to every event, rough and ſmooth ! 
I bleſs the Lord, who has given me not only to believe, 
but to ſuffer with him in theſs times of deſolation. 
8. A ſilent meeting: entering into converſation after it, 
hurts, as uſual. _ | 
10. In a view of our afternoon-meetings in the heavenly . 
viſion, our Chriſtian-fellowſhip is violated, multitudes of our 
women, and not a few of our men, deſerting the publick 
worſhip, not believing in Chriſt Jeſus, as the inviſible miniſ- 
ter now, when the outward is in a great meaſure withdrawn. 
Saw a glory where the world ſees it not, even in attending 


iy 2 
| what light, ſuperior light, in Dr. Young's Survey of 
the Starry Heavens i 

3 08 the example of the great deſcends, ſo does ours, 
as e in this our low church-ſtate, 

I5. Walked to town previous to the gy and found 
that the fatigue attending it leſſened devotion, by dimmimg 
the holy flame, 

17 5 the inſtability of human friendſhip | Brother 
utterly fails in a moſt laudable ſcheme z and a ſpiritual brother 
proves quite lame and inconſiſtent: Lord, give a better country 
in thine own time: in the mean time give integrity. : 

The afternoon meeting ſilent, yet the fire not quite out. 

Reſumed Law's Serious Call: bleſſed be the Lord for 
this true ſheep of Chriſt, of another fold, renouncing every 
ſuperfluity, as much as we, and for ſtrong Chriſtian reaſons. 

19. A grateful ſenſe of content, and of a good degree of 

freedom from ambition, as a favour of God to me. 

20. O the forlorn ſtate of our Sion | But one woman at 
the el 

From anger not duly moderated, from oſtentation of ſci- 
ence, and from the ſpirit of gluttony, O Lord, deliver. 

The wet and cold weather over- powers: O the heavi- 
neſs of the body, and the vaſt portion of time ſpent in ſleep! 

21. Our almoſt univerſal ſilence is wrong, both as an 
effect and as a cauſe: viz. As an effect, of a want of a right 
preparation of heart, from the abundance whereof the mouth 
would ſpeak ; and as a cauſe of more ſpiritual ſtupidity, in 
withholding thoſe incitements to devotion which ſpeech On: 

K 2 
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ſo that our filence to the preſent degree reſolves into a criminal 


* - queſtion, 


- - 26. At meeting, a fob; ſecret, rebuke, on a plain in- 
ſtance of inordinate purſuit of natural knowledge. 
£: 28, At a ſilent meeting, a ſweet attraction of the Father's 
love. | 
A provocation borne tolerably. | | 


Tuinp Monrn, 1760. 


1. Opened my monthly- retreat. I am now one month 
nearer my 1 Am I fo much meeker? The dark power 
yeſterday diſcouraged this exerciſe, but light prevailed 

Thy collections in nature vaſt, in grace little: Lord, I 
turn about. 

Read Law on Interceſſion, a practice in a great meaſure 
new to me: but if Chriſt intercede for us, ſhall we not 
intercede for one another; and if we are called upon to love 
one another as he loved us, will not that neceſſarily follow? 
2. At meeting—God has left us yet one man to ſpeak the 
truth as it is in Jeſus : Lord fend it home. | h 
4. An eye open to ſee a greater beauty in labouting in 
medicine for little or nothing, than for the fee. 6 

5. Every day doth God found the alarm of life's uncer- 
tainty, — of the inſtability of all human friendſhips: why 
then ſo fond of either? Lord, wean yet more and more. 
Surely, the work is begun: Lord, perfect it. | 
- 07-8 —_—_ in the diſcovering light, was ſeen my in- 
. fincerity, in * T heeing, inconſiſtent with my writing; and 
ſome remains of pride and covetouſnefs, humbling greatly, 
and diſpoſing to look for a better ſtate. | 

8. Choler raiſed in the morning on very light occaſions. 
9. Thy pilgrimage is near over: wherefore, make little 
- proviſion of temporals; but lay in a greater ſtore of Food 
works. 
10. Diſcharged my duty at men's meeting faithfully, 
though weakly. 
2 — 9 What is thy darling ſin, and fin that eaſily 

ets | | T1 

\ Anſw. Firſt, the inordinate love of natural ſcience. Se- 
cond, — pod not yet enough mortified. | | 
21. Went to meeting in a ſenſe of the Lord's goodneſs : 
-was melted a little, £44k 


E Uſing the pronoun Thee in the nominative caſe. 


22. De- 
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22. Deightes i in the review of the labours of my youth in 
ddica ; b 


Materia but my joy was greatly alloyed by a con- 
ſciouſneſs of my having ak now and then, beyond the 
holy bounds, in that purſuit. 

Fi iniſhed the firſt fair draught of the, Diaries of the Wea- 
ther in London and Dublin 2 near eighty) yen 1 and s he 
obſervations thereon, and the preface, bleſſed be 
having ſpent above eleven months in this work. 

P. N. my old acquaintance deceaſed : God 3 once, 
yea twice 

23. God hath brought thee through a very thorny part of 
thy work: now impends the great work of my life, the Mate- 
ria Medica: Lord, preſerve, 

The Lord js leading in the valley of humiliation and puri- 
fication : forgive me my * as I deſire to forgive thoſe 
of my ſervant, | 

O the imperfections of ſcience. God never intended us to 
be perfect in that, but in love. 

25. God ſanctified my view of the retrogradation of oth 0 
with this reſolution, that I will, with his aid, go — 
in as great a proportion as they are going backwards, 

Feaſted beyond the holy bounds. 

26. An awakening teſtimony at meeting, but I too ſtupid 
under it, 

I Diſcharged conſcience at the quarterly-meeting, in 
regard to the diſcipline to be 3 on drunkards; and 
returned home in peace, | 


Four MonTH, 1760 


I. Late coming to meeting is a ſenſible injury to the real 
. of it in myſelf and others. 
At the rx.) quien. "gs God opened my mouth, 
3 Thou art now fairly liſted, having made open profeſſion ; 
8 truly, thy opportunities are moſt highly favourable: 
od grant I may prize and improve them. 
* Cholerick on occaſion, 

O my barrenneſs in this fruitful ſoil ! | 
11, A firm and comfortable coviction that God is car- 
rying on his work; in lifting up to my view and conſideration 
heaven above earth, and following our faint T. C's example, 
in making his temporals give way to ſpirituals in attendance 
on meetings; and ſo in my leaving my buſineſs behind me, 

13. At meeting—Lord, remember not the fin of my youth 
and age, even that of idolizing nature. O give me now ta 
| K 3 * redeem 


+ - queſtion. 
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ſo that our filence to the preſent degree reſolves into a criminal 


26. At meeting, a ſweet, ſecret, rebuke, on a plain in- 
ſtance of inordinate purſuit of natural knowledge. 
28. At a ſilent meeting, a ſweet attraction of the Father's 


love. 


A provocation borne tolerably. | 


Trip Monrn, 1760. 


1. Opened my monthly- retreat. I am now one month 
nearer my 3 Am fo much meeker? The dark power 
yeſterday diſcouraged this exerciſe, but light prevailed 
Thy collections in nature vaſt, in grace little: Lord, I 
turn about. 
Read Law on Intercefſion, a practice in a great meaſure 
new to me: but if Chriſt intercede for us, ſhall we not 
intercede for one another; and if we are called upon to love 
one another as he loved us, will not that neceſſarily follow? 
2. At meeting—God has left us yet one man to ſpeak the 
truth as it is in Jeſus: Lord ſend it home. | 
4. An eye open to ſee a greater beauty in labouring in 
medicine for little or nothing, than for the fee. A 

5. Every day doth God ſound the alarm of life's uncer- 
tainty, and of the inſtability of all human friendſhips : why 
then ſo fond of either? Lord, wean yet more and more. 
Surely, the work is begun: Lord, perfect it. 

7. At meeting, in the diſcovering light, was ſeen my in- 
. fincerity, in * Theeing, inconſiſtent with my writing; and 
ſome remains of pride and covetouſnefs, humbling greatly, 
and diſpoſing to look for a better ſtate. | 

8. Choler raiſed in the morning on very light occaſions. 
9. Thy pilgrimage is near over: wherefore, make little 
- proviſion of temporals; but lay in a greater ſtore of good 
works. | NERD” | 
0. Diſcharged my duty at men's meeting faithfully, 
though weakly. | 
\ 38. Queſt What is thy darling ſin, and fin that eaſily 
ets ' 


Anſw. Firſt, the inordinate love of natural ſcience. Se- 
cond, anger not yet enough mortified. | | 
21. Went to meeting in a ſenſe of the Lord's goodneſs : 
Was melted a little, 


3 * Uſing the pronoun Thee in the nominative caſe. 


22. De- 
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22. Nets i in the review of the labours of lab Þ youth 
Materia Medica ; but my joy was 2 2 all a — 
ſciouſneſs of my having drank, now then, — the 
holy bounds, in that purſuit. 

Fi iniſhed the firſt fair draught of hs Diaries of the Wea- 
ther in London and Dublin for near eight Nicy) yes years, and the 
obſervations thereon, and the preface, bleſſed be the Lord, 
having ſpent above eleven months in this work.  . 

P. N. my old acquaintance deceaſed : God ſpeaketh once, 
yea twice | 

23. God hath brought thee through a very thorny part of 
thy work: now impends the great work of my life, the Mate- 
ria Medica: Lord, preſerve. 

The Lord js leading in the valley of humiliation and puri- . 
fication: forgive me my * as I deſire to forgive thoſe 
of my ſervant, | 

O che imperfections of ſcience. God never intended us to 
be perfect in that, but in love. 

25. God ſanctified my view of the retrogradation of othe 
my this reſolution, that I will, with his, aid, go — 

reat a proportion as they are going backwards. 
Fealted beyond the holy bounds. 

6 An awakening teſtimony at meeting, but I too final 
under it, 

» 27% Diſcharged conſcience at the quarterly-meeting, in in 
regard to the diſcipline to be * an wennn | 
returned home in peace, | 


Fouxrn MonTH, — 


I. Late coming to meeting is a ſenſible injury to the real 
mw of it in myſelf and others, 
| At the ſchool-meetin Es God opened my mouth, . 
5 Thou art now fairly liſted, having made o * proſeſſion; 
82 truly, thy opportunities are moſt highly favourable: 
od grant I may prize and improve them. 
my Cholerick on occaſion, 
O my barrenneſs in this fruitful ſoil ! $ 
11. A firm and comfortable coviction that God is car- 
rying on his work; in lifting up to my view and conſideration 
heaven above earth, and f fallo owing our ſaint T. C's example, 
in making his temporals give way to ſpirituals in attendance 
on meetings; and ſo in my leaving my buſineſs behind me, - 
13. At meeting Lord, remember not the fin of my youth 
and age, even that of idolizing nature. O give me now to 
K 3 redeem 
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redeem the time, the precious time. Proceeded, however, 
on the Natural Hiſtory of the City of Dublin, with ſatisfaction. 
Difcharged conſcience on a half-lapſed miniſter, with great 
e e bes and 
15. Struggle d to to meeting, 7 
relinquiſhed buſineſs. WF. 6 65 | 
16. Finiſhed my review of the Hiſtory of Weather, in 
a ſeries of fo x rk years, a aß term, and ſuch as is 
iven to few: I turn now to Chriſtianity : Lord, raiſe the 
rmant, languid flame. | 
O how little publick ſpirit, even in our temporals l I am 
forced to tug the oar almoſt alone in the ſervice of a medical 


ſociety. | 
20. Diſcharged my conſcience as an elder, on occafion of 
a ſpurious miniſtry. © 

9 the brotherhood to viſits, to ſome lapſed profeſſors, 
232. Feaſted beyond ftri bounds, | 

25. A ſweet time at meeting; but the impreſſion was 
hurt by a frivolous diſpute afterwards. 

Humbled under a ſenſe of God's preſcience, of which we 
have no conception. Ayaunt all — of ſcience. 
27. Purchaſed to myſelf reproach, according to the wiſe 
man's maxim, Prov. ix. 7. in reproving a ſcorner this ſe- 
cond time; however, I diſcharged my conſcience in fimpli- 
city, and left the event to the Lord. 

29. A dull men's meeting : the queries not attended to, as 
a matter of importance: few living members. 


Firn Monrn, 1760. | 
4+ a our national ſolemnity—Ate rather too much on this 
day: God ſhews to be fins what the world calls little matters. 
fo, Lord, ſhew, and deliver wholly from them. | 
6. Saw the Chriſtian uſefulneſs of province- meetings: a | 
monthly-meeting, deſective in an important point, was helped. 
The Lord is daily helping and ſtrengthening me, I adore- 
his goodneſs | | | | 
Ezekiel was commanded to figh over his brethren-cap- 
tives: an inſtructive leflon. | 
7. Is not this a mark of a divine leading at this dangerous 
juncture, even the ſetting up of meetings of miniſters and 
elders in a more effectual way? 2 
Humbled at rf an in a deep ſenſe of my paſt barrenneſs 
and earthly-mindedneſs. - 1 | 1 
N 5 
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9. A feaſt with the brethren, and within due bounds ; 
bleſſed be the Lord, and for his thus placing me among my 
betters. 80 4 

11. O the miſeries and impending deaths of men every day 
Lord, give to attend 10 thy voice with awe, | 4 

12. Scolded with cauſe, but tog vehemently, -  * 

13. The ſanctuary is polluted ; two fallen ſtars amongſt 
us: ſurely, this is not à time for feaſting : O poor Dublin 

17. Eight patients and not a penny. 

18. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, who haſt ſent forth 
light, truth, and love abundantly to me. Let them gui 
me. So draw, ſo wean, yet more and more. Days without 
number have I ſlighted thy goodneſs, and preferred natu 
to grace. Thou haſt turned me about—help forward. C 
thou not ſweeten my ſourneſs thoroughly? Canſt thou not 
tread. Satan under my feet ? "4 Wb 1 F 

d, have pity on this congregation, whoſe 7 1 
— _ 0. thy awn name's Gake, and for the gx- 
altation of ſpirituality 2 us, | | 

19. I formerly ſaid, * n 1 am ſixty, I will be eaſy.” 
See the time now come, and ſtop thy career more, ang renew 
the proſpect before thee, O the weakneſs of my mind] 

Behold our ſituation as elders, even in the face of a gene · 
ration raw, ignorant, and uncircumciſed ! | N 

21» Saw the madneſs of anger, though raiſed an prava- 
cation, and communicated to another perſon wha had no con- 
gern in it. 

23. One of our week - day meetings is threatened with de- 
population; paid a ſpiritual viſit upon it, The people are 
not inward worſhippers, nor do they heartily believe the 
doctrine of Chriſt being our teacher. | 
26. Feaſted beyond the holy bounds, though only to half 

a pint of wine, elle to edification. * 
On reading the prophecies of Daniel O the greatneſs and 
| I of God in theſe inſtances of his preſcience ] and 
our littleneſs ! add, and O his goodneſs to his darling 
creature, man | ; 
27. An humbling, mortifying meeting, in a ſenſe of my 


iency. 
30. Not yet looſened enough from natural ſtudies. 


$1xTH Mor n, 1760. 


1. Attended a country meeting with a miniſter, Where 
the goſpel was fweetly and pertinently preached, 
K 4 5 Attacked 


4 A . 4 | 
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Attacked by pride, but truth prevailed. 25 
Catched myſelf carried on in the torrent of cuſtom, in 

ſpeaking in ſuch a manner as I myſelf have condemned under 

my hand: I take unto myſelf ſhame ald confuſion of face. 
2. Through flatulence and weakneſs, tnechanically moroſe. 

3. Exhibited a complaint to the meeting, and the Lord 
covered my head. | 44a K 

Much church - buſineſs, and very poorly executed. 

An uſeful member threatens a removal by death. O our 
1 4 

4. My integrity in reproving the ſcorner ha 0 
purchaſed * bit Lord, I f rg preſerve me in pru- 
dence and honeſty-: the cauſe is thine, 

Impends the. ſchool-meeting : Our predeceſſors ſought 
opportunities of ſpreading the goſpel at marriages and burials ; 
but they are dead. | | 
_ Ibid, 2 my conſcience; but the dark power was 
at my right - to puff up. N v 
Sol. „ Open thine eyes and behold our deſolations,” 'faid 
Hops! Bo captive, to his Maker: where is thy analogous 
prayer | 

> till ſnappiſh and weak on occaſions. hs 
nf Croſs on fatigue in hot weather : here is, indeed, weak- 
but withal an alloy of fin. * 
7. A deep fleep hath prevailed: a ſpurious miniſtry in a 
place or places is threatened, and the officers appointed to 
oppoſe it languid, and, in ſome degree, divided; Lord, help 
for thy glory's ſake, and give to abide in this time of trial.” 
8. Tieepy at meeting, but the ſun broke through the cloud. 
10. O the bleflings and comfort of the holy ſcriptures, 
now ſearched and applied in my old age p 
12. A feet hiſtory of a rara avis, a conſcientipus inn- 


— 


keeper. 

13. A church- appointment impended, but could not diſ- 
charge it for want of an aſſociate. 8 
15. A foreign miniſter ſeaſonably exerciſed: a man of 

ith; the text was, The damſel is not dead, but ſleepeth;“ 
weetly applied to our dull church-ſtate : Lord, awaken. 
He thinks there-is ſome life among ſome of our youth : | Amen. 
' T9. Looſening from the world, is the tenor of the com- 
miſſion of the two late ambaſladors : ſoul awake, and retire 
more, and fly from threatening fame, | 

A feaſt beyond ſtrict bounds, 


- 


20. Angry 


* A rare died, 


% 
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20. Angry on a ſlight provocation. 

O the poor meeting! two of our pillars totter. 

21. Lord help, leit I and we periſh. . 

O give the ſpirit to animate the letter. O for an uniform, 
conſiſtent walking! | | 

22. Walked. from the cquntry. before meeting : the fa- 
tigue weakened my devotion, which elſe good ; a goſpel- 
ſound from two women. | 

27. The following text ſeemed almoſt applicable: Joel i. 
« Gird yourſelves, ye prieſts; howl ye miniſters of the 
altar: for the meat-offering and the drink-offering are with- 
holden from the houſe of your God: ſanctify a faſt ; call a 
ſolemn — cry to the Lord: joy and gladneſs is cut off 
from the houſe of our God.” * 

29. Dejection of ſpirits at meeting: ſucceeded, however, 
by a freſh irradiation of light and truth ; and the inftrumental 
appearances good: but the grand concern, now, is more 
weaning from natural ſciences, and even from too cloſe ſpi- 
ritual reading: thus God is leading on ſweetly. | 

Very heavy at the ſecond meeting : but light broke through 
the cloud again, | 

Now temptations ſurround, viz. New calls to. ſome freſh 
objects of natural ſtudies; but I hope that © in vain is the 
ſnare laid in the ſight of the bird,” 
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1. Impends @ heavy exerciſe on occaſion of a perſonal 
ſuffering : God gave caution and fear in the conteſt, I be- 
ſought him to appear for his own glory's ſake. | 
A luminous time at à filent meeting. ? 
2. Spoke at the ſchool-meeting, having been previouſly 
humbled in a fight of my infirmities and fins : now beware of 
thy own tongue and pen, leſt both ſhould riſe up and witneſs 
againſt thee, | 
Feaſted giddily, though with improvement. 
3- Reſolved to drink little, and come off quickly. 
O my ſtupid heart, how little influence of weaning from 
the world hath thy impending death | 
4. Much church-work, and ſome viſits on that occaſion. 
6, An exerciſe of patience from an unrighteous detention 
of fee: but, in Canaan's language, ſo much the more glory. 


Five patients, moſtly paupers, ' bleſſed be God 
ö . 8. Celebrate] 
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8. Celebrated the anniverſary of my eſpouſals. How is 
my vow kept ? God hath preſerved and brought me a little 
forward : but O my flowneſs! He hath given to ſee g 

days in nature and grace, though with a great mixture of 
darkneſs ; and, bleſſed be his Providence, he hath exerciſed 
with chaſtiſements now and then. | | 

At meeting, after a little bodily fatigue, ſleepy; yet this 
ejaculation broke through, Let my cavenant with God be 


renewed this day, 
9. A good time at N my reſolutions of moderating 
my love to natural ſcience ene. 


Patience exerciſed, with poor patients and bad uſage. 
Still quick ta anger; how long, O my foul, Meat this 
be the caſe ? | | 

A ſeaſt protracted beyond bounds, through vicious com- 
plaifance, indolence, and inattention. 

13. At a filent meeting, a ſweet humbling, tendering 
time ; and a deprecation of intemperance, and of the preva- 
lence of the ſpirit of the world. | 

15, Sinfully moroſe. Six poor patients belated me at the 
meeting. n 

Men's meeting laborious, and a certain delinquent ſeems 

incorrigible, and the judges deſerted the bench. 

Diſmal news from the place of my nativity, brother againſt 
ſiſter, and ſiſter againſt brother: thus life is imbittered ! _ 

16. Formal, vicious, complaiſance to an il]-behaved judge. 

20. An uſeful member of our men's meeting threatens to 
migrate : O poor Dublin ! Thus poor little Jahn, the recluſe, 
| the abdicator, muſt have his troubles. Amen, Lord, ſanctify. 
. 22. Proceeded in a ſocial capacity to admoniſh an offend- 
ing brother, even a dram-drinker in high ſtation, diſcharging 

our conſciences faithfully, | 

O the ſignal mowing down of the princes of the people ! 

25. A ſilent meeting, but profitable. 

27. A ſpurious miniftry : Lord, what will become oftus ? 
Freſerve me innocent, and that I partake not of the ſins of 
other men. MC" | 
25. God is drawing te a greater improvement of the late 
deaths; * O my ſtupid heart ! why not a more lively im- 
preſſion | | 9 

A laborious men's meeting, and a grand neceſſary work 
not done through the multiplicity of affine, | 

Ni. B. We have filenced two miniſters, and threaten to 
filence a third: who ſhall ſtand ? | 
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30. A grateful piece of ſpiritual hiſtory, in the religious 
conferences held among ſome of another in which we 
were very defective, | | 


7 
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1. Why fo fond of life, and of nature? It is, truly, a 
poor and imperfect ſtate. 

God is exerciſing my patience, in permitting a reviler. 

Anger with a ſiſter without a cauſe, or not duly propor- 
tionate to the cauſe. 

At meeting—A diſmal deſertion as to people : reſolved 
henceforward to ſteer a reverſe courſe to that of the revolt- 
ing miniſters : thy prieſts, O Jeruſalem, have polluted the 
ſanctuary in three poſitive inſtances: O Dublin, Dublin ! 

The oppoſite courſe laid out, is, firſt, in a more ſtrict 
temperance; ſecond, in more heayenly-mindedneſs, and 
particularly in a more early attendance on meetings. 

Mt: heavy and dull to-day, on the diſmal view of the 
aſtoniſhing deſolation attending us. 

3. Seven o'clock. A ſecond ſleep; O the heavineſs and 
loſs of time! The drunkards at their compotations out-do 
thee ; but the Methodiſts out-ſtrip thee quite, and con- 
ſequently muſt advance beyond thee, I will catch a little of 
their fire: ſo help, Lord. | 

Two meetings ſilent, no miniſter preſent. 

A conference on the ſtate of the church here. 

4. Prepared for the morrow, an appointed day of humili- 
ation for the ſtate of our Sion. 

5. Opens a day of humiliation and partial faſting for the 
late and preſent ſtate of the miniſtry. 

I have been too mealy-mouthed : Lord, correct, and grant 
I may yet ſteer clearer of every degree of intemperance. 

O the diſmal ſtate of the miniſtry ! Out of five, three are 
failing egregiouſly,” even in morals, particularly cheating, 
drinking, reviling, and obſtinacy. Formerly errors of a ſub- 
tiler kind, now immoralities are thy great reproach, O mi- 
niſtry of Dublin. | 

Double diligence is incumbent upon us few, leſt we be 
involved in the common guilt. 

: 2 Attended the ſchool-meeting, and Lucifer was at my 
ack. | 

7. Five in the morning. Sang praiſes in the ta 0 
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8. O the deceit and poiſon of the ſmiles of the world, 

2 in feaſting ! How hard to touch pitch, and not 

enled! þ : 

Feaſted rather beyond the holy limits, and particularly be- 
yond the preſent diſpoſition proper to the languiſhing ftate 
of the church. Le ta 

A ſilent meeting, but ſweet. | 

- 19. Sal. Repent, was the call of John the Baptiſt, and of 
Chriſt himſelf, and of the twelve he ſent out. | 
11. Unrighteouſly dogged, on a provocation. * 
12. Diſcharged my conſcience at men's meeting, in re- 
ference to overſeers and drunkenneſs; and truth prevailed 

over oppoſition, bleſſed be the Lord. . 

13. The ipiritual life deeply exerciſed among poor pa- 
tients; and God opened an eye. to ſce a glory in this, not of 
this world, (1 
16. A prohibited or filenced miniſter defies* our men's 
meeting; hence (and from another occaſion, the ſpiritual 

iſon of entertainments) my life was, and ſo ought to be, 
imbittered ; adored be the over-ruling hand! 

Ten paupers occaſioned muttering : my ſtrength in good - 
neſs is very ſmall. 5 "AW" | 
156. Sol. I truſt that truth ſhall prove on the preſent 
diſtreſs, and that the Lord is on our fide. "FW 
17. The firſt meeting loquacious, the ſecond filent. 

19. A bleſſed, drawing, ripening, time at a ſilent meetin 
and I ſuſpeted ſome — for publick miniſtry: but 
am not clean enough, nor pierced through enough with the 

fear of God. 5 ET 
20. A botanick walk, wherein, in a manner, /olus ; this 
noble and uſeful ſcience being in utter contempt. | 

21. The following text ſtruck me, being applicable to 
gur preſent ſtate: Ia, xxii. on the breaches of 2 of 
David: „ In that day did the Lord God of Hoſts to 
weeping and mourning, and to baldneſs and girding with 
ſackcloth: and behgld, joy and gladneſs—cating fleſh, and 
drinking wine; for, to-morrow we die. Surely, this ini- 
guity ſhall not be purged from you till ye die, faith the Lord 

of Hoſts.” | 3 

23. Read Gill's Comment on the Old Teſtament, with 
pleaſure and gratitude to God; O how favqured beyond 
thouſands of my inferiors ! E | | 

Amidſt confiderable exerciſes and troubles, God has given 


me to ſee good days. ban 
| | % 24+ ays, 
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24. Days, weeks, months, and years, have I neglected 
thee, ſweet Jeſus, thee of whom the prophets bear witneſs, 
and of the glory of this thy goſpel- day; ſo that the ſubjects 
which of right ſhould have been the darling entertainment 


of my youth, are now become thoſe of my declining day: 


goodneſs to be admired and adored [ 


The ſilenced man will ſpeak: diſcipline falls into con- 


tempt. I am clear, bleſſed be God ! He has ſome advocates, 
but weak ones, 

25. Lord, thou haſt planted me as a willow by the 
ſides of the rivers, whilſt thouſands are in a deſert land: ſhall 
not fruit be brought forth in ſome proportion ? 

A good meeting, and the diſcipline of the church upheld, 
— 94 on divers occaſions of cenſure, bleſſed be the 

= Three ſpiritual viſits paid, chiefly in admonition. 

ompared this Diary with one kept by another, and re- 
joiced that Chriſt has ſheep even among ſome that are not of 
this fold. 3 | 
Feaſted uſefully, and to the utmoſt bounds. . 
9. Fifteen minutes paſt five. In the country: my morn- 
ing prayer a little more animated than uſual. | 

At a ſilent meeting—God hath exerciſed thy faith and 
_ patience; as he ever hath done with his children: he hath 
given many ſoft and loving diſpenſations : ſhall he not chaſ- 
tiſe? Amen, ſo Lord ſanctify all. 


31. Viſited a country meeting with my aſſociate and ſu- 


perior, whoſe prayers and preaching were well adapted to 
the ſeveral general ſtates there, and to me as an elder; and 
I felt.myſelf called to ſhine before my ſervants, particularly 
one of them, who is a very dark one. God gave a heart of 
Heſh this day, and 1 was in the laver: may I come forth 
as a ſheep from the pool: but O, what'a pygmy did I 
appear | _—_—_ 

A ſolid aſſurance, that, eſpecially ſince my finiſhing a 
certain large temporal work, about the third month 1754, 
God did give, and hath fince bountifully continued, an ef- 
feQtual turn or converſation towards heaven, my native 
country. O bleſſed be his goodnefs for this preſervation! 
| Diſcharged my conſcience to my brethren · elders. | 


NixTH 
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3. More meekneſs and more heavenly-mindedneſs ate 
wanting: . phyſick muſt not be deſerted: Lord, give the 
goſpel-reliſh for charity among the poor | 

At the ſchool-meecting, diſcharged my conſcience, and 
J. G's mouth was opened. 

Poor was my exhibition, but well intended: Lord, give 
to tremble ftand in awe of my tongue, who have ſpoken 
in thy name. Let every one that nameth the name of 
Chriſt depart from iniquity.” 

A ſpiritual viſit to a youth, with little preſent effect. 
filent and good meeting : O thou who overcameſt the 
world, give me to overcome it, and my own luſts ! Some 
awful ſenſe of the doubtfulneſs of the inward warfare too 
little thought of; whilſt the artillery of the outward enemy is 
counted exactly. | , 

7+ Pſalm lxxx. a prayer very pertinent to our ſtate, 

At meeting, light ſhone, with great poverty of ſpirit :. I 
adored the Divine Goodneſs in placing me among my bet- 
ters, even goſpel-miniſters, who have left all to promote 
truth and heavenly-mindedneſs on earth. May living 
examples prove incentives to more puri | 

Among them is A. B. a good lip from a bad ſtock, even 
as. was Hezekiah the fon of Ahaz, and: Joſiah the ſon of 
Ammon : thus God brings good out of evil. {+8 

Loathing the manna, the fpiritual bread, in filent meet- 
inge, and longing for fleſh, well applied to the out- cry for 
words. 

Attempts of ſome ſpiritual viſits this day vain. O the 
carelefineſs of our Sioners, and the miſerable ſituation of m 
fellow citizens! Let not my conduct be as theirs. 

Two ſpiritual viſits to youths. | F 

9. Feaſted to the utmoſt bounds. 

10. A troubleſome day: choler, indigeſtion, and unſeaſon- 
able viſits. | « 

1 "ny word now is—The world to be ſtill minded leſs 
and leſs. | 

12. Two church-viſits performed on occaſion of a late 


pertinent declaration. 


13. Staggered about ſitting alone in the gallery; but de- 
termined at length, on principle, to continue it, 1 
| 14. 
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14. A pertinent prayer for drunkards and ſweaters, that 
they may not be cut in their ſins ; and for princes, that 
the effuſion of blood may be opt. 

A brave bold truth uttered applicable to ſome preſem 
« Beware leſt your tables become a ſnare to you, even in 
neglecting religious meetings for the pleaſure of eating, and 
drinking, and worldly converſation,” 

15. Forty-five minutes paſt five. Wakened alive in the 
ſpirit, and ſaw the neceflity of more ſeriouſneſs, in that, not 
only the love, but wrath, of God is revealed from heaven 
by Chriſt. O the baſeneſs of our nature; that love alone, 
and all the ſweet and ious promiſes, will not drive 
home; but terror muſt be called in, and is neceſlary ! See 
Rom i. and 2 Theſ. i. 

17. O the imperfections of ſcience clearly manifeſted in 
the preſent controverſy in hydrology: of which I now 
finiſhed the firſt draught, bleſſed be the Lord fy 

18. Sat up laſt night in uſeful converſation to midnight: 
but, when hadſt thou ſuch a watching for thy ſoul's good? 
Hardly ever. To me belongeth ſhame. 

19. At meeting, this truth was ſealed upon my mind, that 
there is no wiſdom but in the truth as it is in Jeſus, and 
that all who do not poſſeſs this are fools: thus light and 
truth prevailed over a preceding heavineſs, ſome fatigue and 
a moiſt atmoſphere conſpiring. 

20. Declined an invitation to a feaſt : Lord, ſtrengthen 
yet more. 

Sat up to midnight in writing a ſpiritual letter, 

Patience exerciſed in unrighteous detention of fees. 

21. At meeting, a ſtrong attraction to more heavenly- 
mindedneſs. 

Patience exerciſed, in the incorrigibility of a ſpeaking of- 
fender, of whom I am clear. | 

At aſternoon- meeting To make our calling and election 
ſute, and to long to be with Chriſt, impreſſed immediately, 
as attainments of the utmoſt importance. | 
KJ — have mercy on this people: rouſe them, if it 

will! 
; 23. I will doe thee Lord, in thy mercies and in thy. 
udgments, | | | 
e meeting tame and trifling ; and, I fear, will become a 
prey to a baſtardly miniſtry. 
ome ſpirit of diſcipline is yet left, bleſſed be the Lord! 
May it be revived | 
25. The 


160 A SPIRITUAL' DIARY. 


25. The Lord is daily enlightening, even in the natural 
ſubject: it is admirable what f important hints daily 

ur in. | 
6 that while I am in the world, I may not be of the 
. Las hg even as our Lord and his diſciples were not of the 
world „ IS | 

28. My will, O Lord, is not entirely as thy will: whence 
theſe murmurs elſe on trifles? O ſubdue reduce to an 
entire conformity. | | 

O the weakneſs and heavineſs of the fleſh this rainy ſeaſon ! 
Loſt an hour q fy " | 

4 If. 1. „Why fayeſt thou, O Jacob, my way is hid 
from the Lord?” A firm confidence in God omniſcient, 
omnipotent, and good, is the point under all events. 

On a ſpurious miniſtry, reſolved to be not quite paſſive, 
but otherwiſe, even for truth's ſake, and abſtractedly from any 
private offences, in the midſt of an indolent generation. 

30. Eight patients and not à penny: ſo much the more 

glorious in the new language. | 


| Tanen Movru, 1760. 


1. Opened my monthly retreat: O my ſtupid heart ! How 
little affected by the occaſion of this ſolemn day / | 

I certainly fleep too long. 

Still impatient on trifles. 9 825 

Awake, and call to mind the extent, dignity, and diſ- 
tinguiſhing characters, of thy profeſſion: Lord, let me not 
be numbered among hypocrites. TW 

At the ſchool, diſcharged my conſcience, though hurried 
and diſcompoſed by a previous engagement. | 

N. B. More forecaſt, and a proper preparation for fo 
ſolemn a day and ſervice is requiſite. al 
O for ſtrength, ſtability, and more purity, in the preſent 
forlorn ſtate of our Sion! . Bog tt 
Devoted the evening to meditation, and humbly hoped 


| that the grand wor k proſpers. 


3. Zeal in going to meeting: left my temporals behind 
me, and God drew to a fervent deſire of higher degrees of 
a heart- piercing fear of him, and ſhewed me how yeſterday 
I feared man more than him: Lord, pardon and reform me. 
The Lord was with me in my feaſting this evening, and 
bounded my appetite. Pant 51, 

| 5. At 
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8. 2 is the ſin that ſo eaſily beſets? 1 
nature 


think the love o A bright illumination and attrac- 
tion to redeeming my time, my precious time, in this heel 
of ; 1 ny, time paſt having been tos little devoted to 
ſpirituals. wes | 

. ſilent, where, after a ſmart ſtruggle 
with ſleepineſs, light and truth ſhone out, and God drew 
nearer to himſelf on the wings of falth and love. | 

Vexation with a certain troubler of Iſrael. 

6. Finiſhed the ſulphur-controverſy : a delectable day 
God is opening the myſteries of nature and grace. 

O the cold ſtate of the church in the north! I hear ſome 
of them abſolutely refuſe to leave their linen-rags to follow 
ſeſus on a week-tay, and will not give up their time for 
church-diſcipline but on the firſt-day of the week. O gro- 
veling ſouls, the earth is your portion ! - | 

The meeting diſtreſſed by the troubler: God gave power 


: 


o 


to diſcharge my conſcience againſt the enthuſiaſtick ſpirit, and 


the ſpirit of diſorder and confuſion. 
10. A feaſt burdenſome and vexatious : ate too much, 
12. Behold the character of a genuine Quaker: he wor- 


ſhips God in ſpirit, and hath no confidence in the fleſh, in 


words, and exteriors; but in the life, virtue, power, and ſub- 
ſtance ; not in any types or repreſentations, but is ſwallowed 
up in the antitype. | 10S 
True goſpel-ſimplicity ſhone in a woman: the men are 
too wiſe, and too worldly, | ; | 
Now is the ſnare laid in natural ſcience : Lord, grant it 
may be in vain! _ | 


iſmal is the ſtate of out ſpirituals: the dragon's tail hath 


ſwept above a third part of the ſtars from heaven. 

he ſpirit of devotion, which uſed to appear on firſt-day 
and ſtill ſubſiſts in ſome places, is fled from us 
ere. Mg | 


13. Diſcharged my conſcience at the meeting of miniſters 


and elders. : 

17. At the quarterly-meeting, ſaw ſeveral of our pillars, 
above ſeventy years old, and well nigh paſt their labour; and 
that now, now, and only now, is my time for travelling 
(0 1 in n 8 

n afflictin „ by the ick, unj oppoſition of a 
brother, in eder 2 miniftry. e 

There was a large, and, in exteriors, ſplendid body of 
people; but, in the true light, I ſaw them poor, barren, and 
ragged, even from this evidence, their own members are 


L not 
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not ſullicient to « religious viſit without begging 
— er meetings: which is alſo our miſerable 


20. Diſcharged my conſcience to certain lads, the de- 
ſcendants of worthy predeceſſors, and returned home in peace. 
* The nuns in Flanders are allowed but five hours 
25. Diſtreſſed with a teviling brother; but deſired reſig- 


E nation, and to remember that my way and his are not hid 


from. the le who' bath given 
not only to believe, but to ſuffer. 1 
26, 27. A diſmal ſtate of the few miniſters we had, one 
half is removed by death and .unfaithfulneſs ; and a ſpurious 
miniſtry threatens us. I pity the people in the & of 
the ſequel, and having delivered my kept but 
called on the Lord for help. : 
Read the teſtimonies of miniſters deceaſed; valuable exam - 
ples ; but, O where are ſuch now, and where is the com- 
munion of ſaints.! 


- 


ExxvxVrAH MonTH, 1760. 


1. Entered a little into the diſtreſs of our Sion, viſible and 
pable; in the voy ſlender appearance both of miniſters and 
rers, on occaſion of a proclamation, at our national 

CY 4. and an eminent miniſter from America ſilent 
re. - | | 
An eminent elder took his leave of us, being diſabled by 


deafneſs, and tenderly recommended to us, his ſucceffors, to 


come forward in more activity in the holy diſcipline. | 
A life yet more retired abſtemious, would give greater 
liberty in i irituals. 4 f 

2. Reviling and unrighteous language from a brother: I 
bleſs thee, Lord, who haſt ſupported me in this trial, and 
given me a bridle for my tongue : thou, Rock of Ages, art 


my confidence. Thus theſe troubles drive eloſer home: O 
te privileges of the ſincere ! 


Be not contented with garniſhing the ſepulchres of our 


| ancients; but ſuch as they were, be thou. 
A little moroſe in the morning. 


5. God is working wonders, and bringing his fone from 
diſtant lands, to rouſe us from our lethargy. O the riches of 


dis : 1 even to an ungrateful people, not yet quite 


7. In 
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5: In zeal and fervour I am quite out. done by thoſe to whorn 
the Lord hath forgiven much: hey indeed, alſo hath for- 
iven much to me, and exerciſed long: forbearante in regard 
to ſpiritual enormities; particularly the idolizing of nature; 
and it is his fingular mercy now to reviſit, and ſound his 
trumpet more loudly, at this eleventh hour of the day. | 
Not enough weary and heavy-laden 5 not duly awakened 
to a horror and dread of ſin, particularly that of fierceneſs and 
earthly-mindedneſs. 8 , 

8. Beautiful eclairciſſements ori the ſulphur-controverſy : 
tt Seek and ye ſhall find,“ is true both in nature and grace. 

9. At meeting—God- gave to fee beyond words, in the 
purſuit of an entire union of my will to his: f | 

At afternoon-meeting heavy and ſleepy : this was {weet!y 
touched upon by 4 miniſter there, viz. That ſortie are muc 
more alive at home than in meetings, becauſe in theſe their 
ſpirits participate with thoſe of others; even with the luke- 
warm. » | | | 

11. A curious hiſtory : ſeveral Indians in Arhetica con- 
vinced of the fall and reſtoration of man, and of the inward 
' manifeſtation of Chriſt, ' arid of the profit of ſilent worſhip. 

A memorable day, to be recorded for the following ſweet 
and inſtruQtive illuminations received at a filent meeting, viz: 
Thou art ſurrounded by a cloud of witneſſes, even the ſaints 
who ate placed in thy way, animating to ſuperiot love and 
ardour in the paths of piety and virtue. | 

A bright reflex view of God's dealings with me ſince the 
day of my eſpouſals, even in judgments and in mercies : 
adorable it both ! i h 
Lord; thou haſt ſtript me in temporals, and given me to 
ſee the inſtability of human friendſhip j thou haſt imbittered 
my entertainments ; thou haſt mingled reproach with fame z 
and thou haſt eng ed me in an arduous war with a falſe 

prophet; thou ha Ae, at times, hid thy face from me in the 
aſſemblies z thou haſt viſited me with ſickneſs. I fee afflic- 
tions muſt be my lot; and, adofed be thy goodneſs, thou 
haſt ſweetened and ſanctiſied them to me, as a means of wean- 
ing me from this world, in à juſt and holy contempt thereof, 
and of ſaying unto thee, with a faint of old; Thou art my 
tock and refuge.” | | 

I faw alſo into the faith of the old ſaints in the 11th of the 
Hebrews; and that this, and not buman reaſon and prudence, 
muſt be my ſupport : fot, in a human view of the preſent ſtate 
of the church, we are undone ; but faith in Chriſt's promiſe 
to be with his diſciples to the end of the world, and _m_ . 

a | L 2 a 
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hath engraven Sion on the palms of his hands, is a ſupport 
under — deſertions and creed | 
_. Theſe ſweet ejaculations were not at all weakened, but 
rather firengthened by the following ſymphonick addreſs of 
an apoſtle at the cloſe of that meeting, viz. © What a beg- 
rly contemptible thing would it be for any, who, through 
ineſs or pride, would not dig or work for themſelves, 
to be lounging about the doors of the rich, and 1 
them for food ! If this be a pitiful and contemptible fituation 
in a temporal relation, ſee whether it be not that of ſeveral 
of yours in a ſpiritual ; even you, who by your geſtures; 
manifeſt-an uneaſy expectation of being fed with words, whilſt 
you will not beg of God himſelf, as you ought to do, with 
proſtrated ſouls.” 5 — OS 
13. O the weakneſs of the human mind! how does it 
in the preſent controverſy, and the imperfections of a 
work, the reſult of an honeſt labour of a good part of my life? 
14. O God! I am not enough thy child, for thou art flow, 


but I am quick, to anger. | | 
A ſeaſonable and uſeful admonition againſt late coming to 

meeting, which I reſolved to ſtruggle to men. 
165. I have enough to do between nature and grace: Lord, 
ſtrengthen my love. | | 

Sol. Soul, ariſe in faith, In the future country all theſe 
myſteries will be unravelled, and thy faculties ſhall be en- 
larged far beyond their preſent narrow limits; and thou ſhalt 
be freed from the preſent clogs of fleſh and blood hindering 
thy flight upwards :- nor will there be any longer complaints 
of a moiſt atmoſphere, but a purer air, or æther, ſhalt thou 
' inhabit. wa: ac ; uh 

Queſt. Hath not God opened ſome new light into ſpiri- 
tualities, by the diſcovery of electricity: e 

It puts me in mind of our Lord's transfiguration, and the 
horſes of fire and fiery chariot of Elijah, 2 Kings ii. 11. 

16. A filent meeting and precious, - but humbling : God's 
ſword is drawn : let it not ſpare. It is high time, indeed, 
to turn about .at this eleventh hour of the day, and to leave off 
idolatry, and every tendency thereunto: for thou haſt pre- 
ferred nature, thy chief joy, before Jeruſalem ; but now 
Jeruſalem is to be lified up in thy eſteem; and if thou canſt 
eſcape damnation on theſe terms, it is well for thee. | 
O how ſhort am I of thoſe illuſtrious youths who (within 
the compaſs of my own obſervation) have devoted the flower 
of their day to the promotion of truth upon earth |! 

18. A week-day meeting, which was, after an entire 
ſilence in the morning and afternoon on firſt-day, alſo . 
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and I teſtify, that to me each of theſe ſeaſons was precious 
and illuminating, and the fire on the altar was kept in. f 

21. As to the late and preſent ſilence, what wonder is it 
that God ſhould withdraw the clouds from an unfruitful 
vineyard ? 

A fourth ſilent meeting, and an humbling one to me, under 
a ſenſe of the clog of fell and blood, abridgiag the devotion 
of this day, and of a ſwiniſh appetite of vegetables, and of the. . 
puiſſance of the ſpirit of the world. | | 

A church- conference. | | 

Too dogged on a provocation. | 

22. The word now is, Be more weaned from nature, and 
reject ſuperfluous ſtudies, | | ; 

23. The firſt-day of the week, roſe at fix, thus following 
the Lord's leadings, even in redeeming the hours, the many 
precious hours, which I have loſt, irrevocably loft, in ſleep, 
in the mornings of this ſolemn day. 5 

Lord, give to ſtand in thy counſel, fear, and love, in this 
time of deſolation. - 

A careful, laborious, Martha, ſuch an one as I in ſome ſort, 
was this day ſyddenly ſnatched from all her cares, by an apo- 
pletick ſtroke, 

Three poor patients, glorious ones in my new late-learned 
Canaanitiſh language. 

Sol. On a view of our deſolations—doth not God call for 
mourning ? It is no time to drink wine in bowls, nor to chaunt 
to the ſound of, the viol. | 

25. Good Lord, unutterably good, who didſt not cut me 
off whilſt idolizing nature; and now, by a mere act of ado- 
rable bounty, art viſiting me by the call of thy loud-ſounding 
trumpet, to prepare for another ſtate ; Lord, deſtroy ſin, root 
and branch, | | : 

At a ſilent meeting - the imperfections of ſcience ſhew that 
the end of thy creation was not perfection in knowledge there, 
but proclaim another country. ; 

God was with me in the hour of temptation, in lifting up 
grace above nature, | 

26. The Pruffian troops in five days marched ninety-five 
miles: this for an earthly, but what haſt thou done for an 
heavenly, acquiſition ? þ 

28, A filent meeting, and a bleſſed one; humbled under a 
ſenſe of God's long-forbearance in the midſt of many ſhort- 
nefles and fins, and of his moſt bountiful call this eleventh 
hour of the day, 

Union of will to the Lord's will that is the point. FA 

> 3 ö 


| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


leadings on this day. 


à bri 
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Sol. Is not truth upon earth as amiable as in the days of 
George Fox? Why then ſuch languor in promoting it? 

| 30. 25 min. paſt ; Roſe in purſuit of the . Lord's 

d, give faith and love, even as 

great as theirs was whoſe lives J read and write, 

Aker the care of the bodies of others and my own, but 
— remained for ſpirituals. Awake, foul, leſt thou 

: - f 


"RS meeting, à good time, and Jeruſalem again propoſeg 


as thy chief jy, and that thou muſt now hold forth the teſti- 
mony to heavenly-mindedneſs by deed, not word; and pull 
out thy caſh, and, that ſo, God will accept- of thy mite. 
' Exerciſed ſmartly in diſcipline, and with a ſtruggle, = 


TwELFTH MonTH, 1760. | 


1. E. deceaſed; O my ſtupid heart! How little influence 
hath this mortality towards producing a neutrality to nature, 
and turning the balance ſtrongly to the fide of grace 
On the open defiance now given to Chriſtian diſcipline by 


2 pretended minjſter—As Sennacherib ſent words to re- 


proach the living God, ſuch hath been his conduct; and as 
ezekiah prayed to Hrael's God to ſave them from his hand, 
pray I, that thou, Lord, myſt put a hook in his noſe, and 
e in his lips ; and let the remnant of the houſe of ſpiri- 
tual Judah, take root downward, and bear fruit upward. Hear, 
Lord, for thy own fake, not mine, who am unworthy of thy 
notice. As that was, fo is this, a day of trouble, and of re- 
buke, and of blaſphemy. F 


2. Two in the morning. Roſe with this ſweet impreſſion. 


He that fed Iſrael with manna in the wilderneſs, will, alſo, be 


thy ſupport in the trials; being the everlaſting rock and refuge 
of his children, „ THIER 
Belated at meeting, not in the eſtimation of man, but in 
or of. God, the inward ſtandard, by which I deſire to be 
tr ed. 2 f N a. 
4. Lay too late in God's eſtimation, loſing time. 

A Chriſtleſs-day, except the morning and evening ſacrifice, 
being abſorbed in practice, and the medical ſociety, and ſome 
curioſities of little moment in my preſent view of things; 


when the day of the Lord is come upon all pleaſant pictures, 


and nothing but what is of ſolid uſe to the good of one's 


* 


neighbour is to be entertained. 


5: In heavineſ, becauſe of temptations, and the remnants 
© HW . 6. An 


' y * 
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6. An attraction to the love of God in a higher degree, 
and to more contempt of natural ſcience. | 

O for more faith and more fear, even the victorious faith, 
and the preſerving fear! a 

The old adage revived, „That the way to die living, is 
to live dying: ſo, Lord, lay every inordinate affection, 
and particularly that of natural ſcience. 

. 8. Heavy, with a moiſt atmoſphere. 


rrowed Law, a light in this age: O the fon of - 


divine favour on me by his means! Reſolved, however, 
not to be too much diverted from the ſcriptures. | 
Lord, thou haſt imbittered my friendſhips ; ſo wean me 
from this world. 
— ſilent, and I ſuſtained loſs by ſome buſineſs pre- 
NZ. | 
The forty-ſecond of Iſaiah is a clear deſcription of our 


gues of body and mind in plot- 
tings and counterplottings, beſide the vaſt carnage, v. g. of 
ten thouſand men at one ſtroke ! 


9. A luminous filent meeting: faw, in a clear viſion, 1 


divers brethren coming up in their ſervices like half-drowned 
animals, God grant me fo much the more fervour of love, 
and to be till ſo much the more looſe from theſe worldly 


entanglements, and the rather becauſe the judge is at the door, | 


I muſt be a companion to the few, and to the poor, 
Stood firm againſt the mourning habits, bleſſed be the Lord ! 
Ibid. A glorious, ſweet, and moſt ufeful, illumination, viz. 
How and why is it that here are ſo many obſcurities in the 
ſcripture, in providence, and in God's dealing with bis peo- 
And why was Chriſt, at his reſurrection, exhibited but 
to a few ſele& witneſſes? Why-did he not appear in a re» 
- fulgent, divine glory, to the conviction of all at once? 


he anſwer was clear: the world was not worthy of it, | 


And the abſcurities thrown over the objects of our faith are 
a moſt uſeful exerciſe-and trial of our faith and patience, 

10. The * of Iſaiah a clear deſcription of Chriſt: 
I will, indeed, ling the new ſong mentioned in that chapter, 
even the ſong of thankſgiving ta God, for the ineſtimable gift 
of his Son to us Gentiles, 7 | 

Moroſe on a ſmall occaſion, | 

11. Poſſeſſed my foul in content and ſweetneſs, - 

L4 12. A 


: 
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12. A precious ſilent meeting, wherein, amidſt the open 
dieſertions of publick worſhip by others, God ſupported me, 
and I worſhipped him, in amazement at his long-forbearance 
towards me for a ſeries of years. 
Sol. Thou art a willow planted by the rivers in divers 
reſpects: thy opportunities call for abundant fruitfulneſs. 
xerciſed-in church-buſineſs, even in hunting a fox wha 
would elude our diſcipline. 3 | 
— a little provocation, the voice was rather to too high 
A . * | 
12 Felt the drawing of the Father's love to ſpiritual ob- 
in preference to natural. eee 
Behold, how the light of the goſpel diſcovers. the ſameneſs, 
the agreement in the root of pride. One man values himſelf 
and courts applauſe by his fine'clothes and equipage ; another 
courts, and as ardently, perhaps more ardently, purſues the 
ſame applauſe by the oſtentation of ſcience of no real uſe to 
himſelf or his neighbour; and fo is diverted from his Redeemer 
as effectually as the other. % 
| | filent: Lord, thou haſt forgiven much: why 
ſhonld I not love thee much? * DI 
In Iſaiah appears a wonderful fimilitude between Babylon 
literal and myſtical, | 
19. O the imperfeQions of natural ſcience ! 
At a ſilent meeting Thou preacheſt more effectually by 
filence than by words: even by ſelf-denial, and an avbwed 
and n practice of ſilent w ſhip e ig on the King 
inviſible, as ſuch. | 3 "BA 
A ſweet proſpect of the heavenly city. | 
23. At two in the morning, Roſe and worſhipped, and 
returned to bed: went not home, but to meeting, leaving 
temporals all behind, and light and truth ſhone on my ſoul : 
was conducted into the valley of humility, ſelf-contempt, 
and a ſenſe of God's unutterable love to me. Vowed to abide 


„ ala way-mark in A. S. who devotes his old age 


to the promotion of truth upon earth. 

25. My birth-day and caſt- up- day. 

A week of ſuffering from unrighteous calumny. 

At meeting, an irradiation on that text, Luke xiv. 26. 
be If any man come to me, and hate not his father, mother, 
wife, children, and brethren, and ſiſters, yea, and his own life 
alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. So muſt thou hate phyſick 


and natural ſcience, even comparatively, r 
. ; A | 27. God 
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27. God kindled a jealouſy, left I ſhould not be honeſt in 
attending the quarterly-meeting. | e 

30. A precious ſilent meeting: an illumination there on 
Peter's denying his Lord, but under very trying circumſtances, 
even when the whole world of Jews and Gentiles was againſt 
them, and, moreover, he as yet but a young and weak diſciple; 
but ſome of us deny him in a ſtate of tranquillity, even whilſt 
the powers of the earth favour us; and —— divine wor- 
ſhip, except to gratify the itching ear, refuſing to come to 
Chriſt as the King inviſible and Lord of his church: but 
thou, O my ſoul! muſt go on to confeſs him in this time of 
deſolation, ; | 
1. A 6 coadjutor, J. G. called to England: diſ- 


times 


| FixzsT MoxTH, 1761, 
1. 15 min. paſt 7. Monthly-retreat : roſe at the Lord's 
| 


A doubt with reſpe& to denying Chriſt, even in every little 
inſtance where man is feared more than God, v. g. In drink- 
ing a ſingle drop to pleafe man, and injure the temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt: Lord, give that courage that is greater than that 
of the Cæſars or Alexanders of this world, even to confeſs 
thee before men, 

Why are our people ſo little fruitful ? ; 

Anſw. From their minding other people's buſineſs too 
much, and their own too little, v. g. In politicks and the 
minutiæ thereof. 

4. Five in the morning. Roſe at the Lord's call on 
this day: tempted to attend natural ſtudies, but God prevented 
me. | 

At a ſilent meeting, a comfortable view of the God we 
worſhip, as omnipotent and omniſcient, who knows and 
loves the ſincere. n 

5. We held our religious conference: we hold on our 
way, bleſſed be the Lord! let us ſympathize with each 

other in our infirmities. | | 
Poor D's eyes fail with her ſtrength. Lord, I hear thy 
yoice in this phenomenon, | 

6. Two in the morning. Keep the ſuperiority of grace 
above nature, is the watch-word of this day. | 

7. Diſcharged my conſcience at the youth's meeting; but 

cifer was as at my heels, 


4 1% 


— — 
— 
— — —— — 7 
- 
— 


170 |  A_ SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


11. 1 have declared publickly for diſcipline, which is a 
virtual oppoſition to all enemies to it. Lord, ſupport, for the 
battle is begun. 8 


3. Shocked on calumqy yeſterday, God gave prudence 


at the conference to-day to endeavour to ſtifle the beginning 
flame. I bleſs thee, Lord, and implore thy continued preſer- 
vation in this perilous time; 

13. Got late to meeting, with a ſtruggle. 

At men's meeting, a ious and luminous time, and 
Lucifer at my heels; but my Lord rebuked him. 

15. Sung praiſes in the night, and had this bright irradia- 
tion, in reference to the preſent apoſtacy, that greater and more 
are they that are for us (viz. in heaven) than they that are 
againſt us. 1 dee 

16. Impatient, on a temptation. 

1 Forgot my matin yeſterday. 

18, Beheld the univerſal ſpread of the love of the world, 
and the almoſt extinction of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and a 
dead formality among ourſelves; again, kings, indeed, are 


our nurfing fathers; but where, and how rare, are ſpiritual - 
fathers among ourſelves ? - 


Is this a time for feaſting ? Is it a not time for mourning ? 
Again, as to the communion of ſaints, we have little but at 
our publick meetings : this is a very great defect: and as to 


our feaſts, Chriſt is excluded. 


19. Our people are wearied. with filence ; they are not an 
inward people. 1 5 | 
20. Four o'clock. Wakened in a ſweet and joyous frame. 
Lord, be with my enemy, and grant that he and 1 may move 
in that ſphere which thou haſt allotted ; a root of pride is 
— e ano to it! | 

A moſt bleſſed luminous time during the filent part of the 


meeting: and a clear evidence of a future and better ſtate, 


ariſing ſingly from the conſideration of the low ſtate of grace 


among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity in this life. oe 


Too impetuous on a provocation. | 

21, In nature we are poor purblind wretches, witneſs th 
ſubject of hydrology. TN 

i ſenſibly feel the drawings of the Father's love, in ſilence 


: 


and meditation, after the ſeaſons of devotion, in order to digeſt 
and apply the ſpiritual nouriſhment receives. 

22. I ſaw clearly that our feleft-meeting, as now conſti- 
tuted and held, is not only a form without power, but deſtruc- 
tive of the power, a nuiſance ; and that the matter profeſſedly 

| | . committed 
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committed to our charge is worſe done than it would be in a 
more private way; and, therefore, I reſolved to deſert them. 

23. O for ſo much the brighter and more fruirful old age, 
by how much the more fpiritual barrenneſs and darkneſs, as 
to celeſtials, in my youth. | 

Sol. What will be the conſequence of all this dumbneſs ? 
Anſw. Ignorance and more falling away : Lord, help my 
poor ſoul. 

206. Impends the general viſit :. Lord, anoint for the work. 

In ſix years, fifty of my acquaintances are dead, above eight 
in à year. | | 
k —— long at a ſeaſt, where, behold the levity and yy | 
of the converſation, even ſeveral hiſtories of new and ſucceſ(- 
ful methods of promoting exceflive drinking with facility: 
and of a legerdemain-man getting four guineas a day. 

27. Left, my temporals for the ſake of devotion, and re- 
ſumed them in the evening, even my wholeſome ſtudies 
in the Materia Medica. | 

28. God promiſed, on the return of expe n far rp to 
give them paſtors according to his heart, that ſhould feed 
them with knowledge and underſtanding z but now the re- 
verſe of this appears, and is a heavy curſe and judgmeat. 

30. Left my temporals half done, and went to meeting, 
which was filent, but luminous. | 

1 thank thee, Lord, who haſt helped in the hour of temp- 
tation to drinking, anger, and Juſt. - - 

8 2 of my obedience in proportion to the favours 
receive | | | 
hBleſſed be God, who hath now brought me through many 
engagements, ſome temporal, ſome ſpiritual, and hath opened 

divers myſteries in nature, and, above all, in grace 
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x. It is a time for mourning: the ſanctuary hath been 
polluted egregiouſ- 
At meeting: God gaye to ſee two important defects: 
firſt, my ſtupidity in regard to death-alarms. Second, in faith 
= wo and honouring and walking before him daily as 
uch. ; 

Sol. See that thy old age be as lively as the 3 of many 
ſtriplings, O thou late · born feeble Chriſtian, ſeeing the har- 
veſt-day draws nigh. N 12 

DEE ING 5 2. Held 
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2. Held our monthly- conference: they exceed me in re- 

_ ſinners. 

ſpiritual warfare is maintained with a degree of. ſuc. 

"Our th it is evident, the Lord is N but ſtill cauſe 

| 2 ' Ana humiliation appears. This world, in our view, is 
not a deſirable ſtation, any farther than in relation to a better. 

Sol. O what toils and what dangers does the phantom of 
honour carry our ſoldiers through ! And ſhall the Chriſtian 
ſoldiers' efforts bear no proportion to theſe ? 

- They at Briſtol hold a meeting of miniſters and elders once 
2' week: we at preſent are ſuſpended through the corruption 
of the times: let the harps hang on the willows, 

One good end may, by the over-rulin power of Provi- 

_ dence, de anſwered in the infirmities and fins that ſtill han 
on me and my brother, even to give 6 ek 
A heavy evening, from plenitude. 
4 Seven o'clock. A hurrying morning; but a ſecret 
irradiation of light prevailed and controuled : ſo, Lord, ſend 
_ forth thy light nd thy truth 
Stammered a little at the ſchool- 2 ä 

Faſted mes more. 

6. I bleſs thee, Lord, that thou' haſt ſuſtained me under 
ſulfering for th fake, .even for truth's ſake, in oppoſing 
a ſpurious mini 
A filent meeting, which after ſome fumes of indigeſtion 
were ſpent, was bleſſed to me; and God, who ſets bounds 
to the ſea, did alſo ſet bounds to my thoughts, to the exclu- 
_ fion of temporals. 

8. I openly and on principle deſerted the ſelect· meeting, 
even as a nuiſance, which, fo far from anſwering the end of 
its inſtitution, perverts it: Lord, preſerve in innocence. 

Afternoon-meeting ſilent ; yet the fire was kept in, with 
much ado : for ſleepineſs attended. | 

19. 40 min. paſt 5. A ſong in the night, in a clear cen 
of God's bounty in theſe my declining years, 

Struggled to get to meeting. | 

Ibis (the world) is not thy reſt, ſeemed to be: the 
watch-word in the morning, 

Rejoiced in the late inſtances of the ſpread of the kingdom 
of Chriſt, in the new awakenings among others : ſo come 
thy kingdom, Lord 
Lucifer at my = on a certain any of virtue this day: 
but he did not prevail. | 

12, Hiſt, 
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bible and other books into the Indian language, having learnt 
the language with this God-like view; by whoſe means Indian 
churches were eſtabliſhed, and ſupplied with Indian 

and Indian elders. O my barrenneſs! Surely, pride ſhall 
never more me! me, who have ſo long preferred na+ 


ture to . 

13. Hurry previous-to the meeting hurts, 

O beware of the encroachment of natural ſtudies. O, 
how wide is the command, to love the Lord with all the heart 
and all the might! | | 

On a review of our preſent, almoſt forlorn, ſpititual ſtate, as 
raw, ignorant, and almoſt ſtript of a miniſtry there ſeemed, 
to open a ſield for labour in the ſpiritual harveſt; though not 
in a publick, but private way, even in executing the precepts 
of the apoſtle, „ Warn them that are unruly, comfort the 
feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, be patient toward all men: 
and, ſurely, the tranſition is not very difficult, from viſiting 
the poor bodily fick, to the poor ſpiritually fick, and the poor 
outwardly, whom God hath choſen. And is not a faſt and 
_ neceſſary on. this occaſion, as a preparative for this 
wor 

A church-conference ; but no goſpel ſpirit there. 

16, God proſpered my inquiries natural; but I was in 
danger of being overdone : however,-I reſumed ſpirituals in 
in the evening, in reading the progreſs of vital religion abroad, . 
and an honeſt man of rank was raiſed up to deplore the ſpiritual 
ſtate of this nation: my ſoul be with the reformers! - 

17. Received bad uſage quietly, God ſupported in a 
ſtruggle to get to meeting, which was ſilent, but luminous. 

ys: An almoſt Chriſtleſs-day through the intervention of 
naturals. 

Sinfully moroſe on an unſeaſonable call. 6 

20. Anger without ſufficient cauſe : yet a ſweet hope of 
the progreſs of the work of ſanctiſication comforted my ſoul. 

21. A church-journey, on principle, in ſupport of brotherly- 
fellowſhip, and found it „ neceſſary ; the love of many 
being waxed cold, Chriſtian diſcipline greatly relaxed, and 
immoralities crept in. My ſocio, on this occaſion, was more 
enlightened than I, and went deeper into the ſpiritual ma- 
ladies of the people. | 

23. Let this be an æra for the demolition of all ſatanick 
anger in my family. 
| hou, Lord, haſt ſupported us in a faithful teſtimony : to 

thee only be the glory: fo ſupport and jncreaſe our oo 


. 
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and love, and grant us to be in the fellowſhip of the two vlt - 
neſſes who propheſy in ſackcloth. ; 

I was deſerted again, and ſo became frappiſh and froward 
on a ſlight occaſion. 

24. On a review of yeſterday: what a deſcent from the 
pinnacle-down to the valley of temptation, of weakneſs, and 
uncleanneſs in God's fight? What room then for pride, thou 

poor, contemptible ſon of a fallen father? 

Struggled hard, and got to the filent meeting, which was a 

humbling one to me, in ſeeing my relapſe into the old 

quickneſs to anger. Lord, ſpare not the fire: thou ſpiritual 
Chymiſt, make the britile malleable ! 
456. Sion's fituation is odd—One curſe of God to Iſrael 

was,' Children ſhall' be thy princes:“ yet poſſibly he may 

(O may he) turn it into a bleſſing. | 
27. I an hour extraordinary, ſitting up late ſor 
natural ſtudies: but, OI when did I, in like manner, devote 
an hour extraordinary for the Lord's, or rather ſor my ſoul's 
fake? When did I fi up till midnight on that account? O 
the ſcantineſs of my love ! 

The tender, ſpiritual life was hurt by a little hurry previous 
0 devotion. R | * 
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1. Monthly- retreat: iraſcibility and. the love of nature 
not yet ſufficiently demoliſhed : more heavenly-mindedneſs 
is wanting. 

O, how broad the commandment, „ Love the Lord with 
all thy heart!“ Lord, it is certain I do not love thee enough 
nor 1s it leſs certain, that I am too groveling after natural 
ſcience. 

Reſt aſſured, O my ſoul, that there is no other way to 
God's favour, than by quickening thy ſteps, in this rapid 
career of advancing age, aſter a long ſeries of ſpititull ido- 
latry in natural ſtudies. | 

A bright illumination on that ſaying of our Lord, Except 
a man hate father and mother, yea, and his own life alſo, he 
cannot be my diſciple.” Methought J felt ſomething of this 
nature in the holy diſcipline of mortification this day, abhor- 
ring myſelf in God's preſence. 

2. A ſpiritual conference, one ſweet reſult wheteof was, 
that the power of darkneſs ſeems to give way. | 

"LS 3 And 


* 
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And again, let us rejoice in the God of our ſalvation, 
2 hath —.— us cm in his hoſt upon earth: Lord, 
give ſupport in this awful ſtation ! | 

At the meeting ſucceeding, a greater of contritioa 
and humiliation than uſual : I abhorred and that juſtly, 
in the Lord's preſence, ſo as hardly to bear myſelf. | 


4. Two in the morning. with a ſong, in bleffing 
God for bringing his people out of the Sin ipatizcy of 
Popiſh darkneſs. / 


Another occaſion for praiſing God was this: he hath made, 
and will make, thee a whetſtone: this was evident on our laſt 
eccleſiaſtical journey. _ ' - | 

At the ſchool-meeting, a confeſſion of fin, and dehortation 
from the like: Lucifer attended, but was repulſed, and charity 
was ſet above all gifts. | 

5. An almoſt Chriſtleſs-day, — inevitable buſineſs. 

At meeeing, the fire not out; but at my return home, 
upon a provocation, I ſtruck my ſervant. 

Surely, the error of the Jews, in looking for a ſplendid 
3 Chriſt, is the error of this day of the many in their 
contempt of the King inviſible. | 

8. I will go down into the valley of humiliation, and keep 
there: ſo hel „Lord: days without number have I lighted 
thee, in poſtponing grace to nature : and been a captive to 
the world's ſpirit in occaſional compotations; O thou, who 
overcomeſt the world, help. Again, a thorn in the fleſh, 
even a perverſeneſs annexed to declining years, attends, 
though I would gladly hope, blunted, but not enough. Ham- 
mer of the Lord, ariſe and bruiſe it effectually. Long have 
I reſiſted, but as one beating the air. O give better ſucceſs, 

and crown with victory. God of love, give love. 
' Wounded in the meeting by two appearances, the. firſt 
anarchical, and the ſecond a prayer that ſeemed to co-operate 
with the firſt, . | * 
Afternobn- meeting ſilent ; was comforted however, in the 
view of God's omniſcience and providence in theſe diſmal 
times. | f 
10. A ſilent meeting, and not one miniſter, but Jeſus him - 
ſelf, was preſent. | | 

11. Troubleſome ſuggeſtions of ſpiritual pride. 

12. A holy polic — — the ſpiritual viſit, and 
bringing on tyros. d, direct and animate ! 

I3. The filent meeting was glorious : I ſee God's work 
in my heart proſpers ; but yet ſaw my barrenneſs this day in 
the omiſſion of a reproof due to luke warmneſs. 

| | Righteous ' 
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Righteous art thou, O Lord, in thy ordinance, that we 
ſhould eat our bread in the ſweat of our brow; that the 
ound, accurſed for our fakes, ſhould bring forth thorns and 
iſtles, various cares, afflictions, and diſappointments. 
16, Spent my matin in the hiſtory of the travels of a young 
_ faint and evangelical hero: greater is the leaſt of theſe than 
I, as a naturaliſt, yea as heaven is above earth. 
17. A ſpiritual epiſtle from a kinſman, a novelty very 
agreeable : one babe of grace in our family, a young man 


280 beſide the crowd of old way-marks, whoſe teſtimonies 
Fa. have lately been publiſhed, records more precious than the 
4 archives of princes, which, by the ſuperlative bounty of God, 


have lately been put into my hands: let theſe things be a 
means of kindling and maintaining the holy flame. 

18. A day of darkneſs and deſertion: ſome croſs events 
manifeſted my great weakneſs : I could bear nothing. 

Viſited ſome paupers with a ſtruggle and reluctance. 

19. Thirty minutes paſt two. Roſe and worſhipped. O 

the long-ſuffering of God to me ! May it lead to repentance, 
20. At a ſilent meeting, peſtered with worldly thoughts; 
but light broke through. l 
Read the life of a ſaint, and ſaw what he was; but the 
mow query is, What am I? 
nſw. An object of God's mercy, 

Struggled and got to meeting, where I was late, to human 
appearance; but, bleſſed be the Lord, not in his fight. 

21. God's ſanctuary hath been defiled in the face of the 
people: I mean by the bad and vicious conduct of ſome of 
the miniſters in this city : take care it be not by thee, I fear 
I have been too mealy-mouthed on the occafion. |, 

22. Read a ſweet record of the hope of the goſpel, even 
of eternal life, and an aſſurance thereof in a modern faint. 
I blefs thee, Lord, for theſe glorious monuments of thy grace 
to them, and bounty to me, as holy incentives to higher 
degrees of fervour and love, and more contempt of the world. 

244. At meeting, a revival of faith in Chriſt, ſaying, © Fear 
not, 1 —_ overcome the world.“ — 

27. Got to meeting with a b le, where this 

d Pie illumination : Now is the — for — for truth, 
upon earth, when immoralities are coming in upon the ſo- 
ciety: Lord, give to ſtand. I 

It was a time of renewal of my vow, amidſt all diſcourage- 
ments. | 

29. A head-ach, the effect of a light compotation : muſt 
T leaye the world ? Rather exerciſe more vigilance to be pre- 
ſerved from the evils thereof, | 

I | Seven 
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Seven bleſſed be the moſtly paupers. 
30. He Lord wen ny on tight nd wn: 


Fouxra Mor, 1. 


1. At the ſchool-menting, diſcharged my conſelence, and 
was buffeted after. 

A triumph in the Lord's goodneſs: he has evidently given 
. learn ſpiritual ſtrutagems F 

Should not we learn rom 
thoſe of the ſons of deſtruction in outward wars? O how 
ſubtle and deep laid are their machinations for their 
of deſtroying ? Are the children of light ſuch fools as to la 
none ſor the ſaving of men? Again, they are often mart 
path rnns # lory, even much more than many of us ure fot 
the honour that cometh from God only. 

2. A poor, and almoſt Chriſtleſa, 

3. It is literally true, that God hath given unto me ſuch 
a profuſion of bleſſings as there is not room to contain. 

A ent meeting, but lively. 
Contempt of the world an excellent principle, and ground 
= to proceed on, in doing and ſuffering. 

Thirty minutes paſt three. Wakened with a fpiritual 
bog, and and ing — hvely, roſe at the heavenly call. 
ſee clen rethren like half-8rowned animals, un- 
a 12 the affaits of whe chured. God has given 
thee more leiſure : may he ſanctify it, and influence, not to 
deſpair upon this occaſion, but to more diligence and hea- 
venly-mindednefs ; and that thou mayeſt not only go, but 
een oh ad the 
weet ou prayer; 
Lend 4 0 «] — borne with thy fins, and 
thou muſt now bear with thoſe of others, even laps 


inſults and reproaches.”” 
was cloudy, literally and ſpiritually : 


The afternoon- 
heavy to ſleep, but light broke through the darkneſs, 
„„ unrighteous cenſure: God is 


"6 * id my uſual monthly-conference with a -ſpifitual 
brother (thou = Ow of this fold); the reſult of which was, 
that ws is — our reſt, but a pilgrimage, a ſtate of ſorrows 
and joys, weakneſſes, fins, trials and temptations ;z and that 
we are travelling to a betrer country, and that God favours 

M us 
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us in « our progreſs in the everlaſting path n 8 
and we are a mutual help to each other. 
7. At two in the morning, roſe with a ſpiritual ſong. 


9. An eccleſiaſtical journey, — a ſweet time, in remem- 
brance of death, and of the neſs to me. 
O the labours of the — and my inactivity 
A ſpiritunl eonverſation at our inn. 
4 great neglect in the adminiſtration of dicipliye to an 
roſs offender: God bore us up to promote it faithfully, 
_ On a late bodily diſorder : how gentle, as uſual, is 
the Lord's chafſtiſernent | but, O my backwardneſs in reſig- 
nation to the divine will! O Lord, how long ſhall this 
pr ae we corruption remain? Surely, this ſcene of exer- 
er unſueceſsful conflict, is not very deſirable, 
Wiy ſo fond of liſe Lord, moderate my love of it. Surely 
2 0 is a better ſtate. O for the fulfilling of the conditions 
obtaining it ! Lord, ſpare not hammer, ſword, nor fire, 
20. O poor Dublin, diſmal is thy ſtate : the fs fail: 
diviſion attends ſome of thy counſels, yet not all: Lord, 
then what remains 
. © See what the Lord faith, Jer. Will. © Both rophet nod 
prieſt are profane and from the prophets of Jeruſalem is 
rofaneneſs gone forth into the land,” Surely, this lately 
hath been, and now is, partly the caſe : Lord, help. 
4 3 my temporals, and went to both meetings, 
Ins duty in one of them: Satan was at my 
_u but I gave up the pride to him. 45 5 
24. An humbling time at mee a ſenſe of 
long-continued idolatry. "P P 4 
25. At the ſeleA-meeting—A remnant is yet alive, and 
particularly one elder ; but the multitude is going towards 
perdition, and layeth it not to heart. 
26. Behold a little fin become a great ons, in the true 
2 and ſee how the little foxes hurt the tender vine: one 
als of wine ſometimes too much, as it proved this- day, 
taken juſt before meeting : it fumes up — darkens the upper 
re ion: God's precept to Aaron and his. ſons, Lev, x. 9. 
tink no wine nor ſtrong drink when ye go. into the 
er of the e e leſt ye _ mage good to 
| - N 
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2. The Lord hath, in's great nde forfaken this people 
in this city : what ſhall [ do ? Lord, Lord, preſerve: from 
the prevailing ſin of the times, ſorgetſulneſs of thee. O give 
a heart of fleſh. Shall I feait ? Shall I not faſt? They have 
forſaken the covenant of the Lord their God for the greater 

8 | 
- O the ſuperfluity of books on natural ſubjects, purchaſed 
and not read, whilſt the ſacted book has been neglected, and 
Chriſt Jeſus; the Son and Sent of God, the Light of the 
world, the Searcher of hearts, the Judge of — and _ 
has been lighted days without number! 

Behold, dear Jeſus, I turn about, and mourn a little over 
thee, whom [ have pierced ; but, G the languor of my 


mourning | 
% O Lords by thy ſtandard, and not. by that of man, let me 
a erp and ſtand reproved, as I deſerve. Let thy mam 
ill extended to my reſtoration. 

56 how barren ! What little effect of weaning from the 
world have, not only, the daily alarms of death, but even 
ſuch ſolemn opportunities as theſe (even the day of my 
monthly. retreat) dedicated to the very purpoſe. Lord, once 
more, give à heart of fleſh, 

Light and truth, love and faith, ſhone this evening _— 
and a live hope of a more happy futurity, 1 N. to the 
doctrine of the glorious goſpel. 

4. Held our monthly- conference. 

5 how long ſhall the ſudden ſallies of anger, the true 
2 of pride, ſtick to us ! Lord, help a" both in this 
inſtance. - 

My brother's labours in the reproof of 4 have been 
ſucceſsſul; his opportunities are conſecrated. 

My exerciſe lies among ſinners of a higher claſs, formaliſts 
in religion ; yet partly among children, and the poor, ſub- 
jects on which our Lord pronounced a bleſſing, and, indeed, 

more ſuſceptible of religious impreſſions: Lord, animate. 

As to the cemmunion of ſaints upon earth, that of private 
conference is, undoubtedly, cloſer and more profitable than 
what is held in a mixed concourſe in D presching and 


| PraJunge: 


4 102 O O what 
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O what ſearchings of heart are there ! Thus my brother 
complains of unbeließ and I have cauſe alſo to fay, Lord, 
help my unbelief, and miſe my languid love. 

, what an infant ſtate this ! 

6. Soul, awake and tremble: thou haſt written to thy 
brethren in captivity, even as great (captives as the Jews were 
when carried to Ba : beware, be tender, and exquiſitely 
ſenſible of any, even the leaſt, breach of that Chriſtian liberty 
which: thou haſt publiſhed. Lord, this work is too great for 
me. I rely on thy help and goodneſs, 
8. Be humble: thou not only haſt been very barren in 
youth, but even now alſo at this -eleventh hour of the 
art quite out- ſtripped, not only by -miniſters, but elders in 
their provincial viſits : awake to more vigilance, for the 
reckoning day is at hand, . 
re. I will put on -humility and ſelf-oontempt, to a deep 

ſor my contempt and _— of thee, days without num- 
ber, ſweet Jeſus, thou Son and Sent of God, thou Light of 
the world, and Judge of quick and dead. So help, Tan 
and exclude pride for evermore. May it never appear within 
my borders. Surely, every calamity that has happened, or 
anay happen, 'is my due. | 

11. More light and truth hath ſhone than hath been fol- 
lowed ; more ' earthly treaſure got than has been enti | 
'anRtified. Iam vile in thy preſence : Lord, be merciful. 
Some croſſes and too much choler, animated by the power 
of darkneſs and fin. 4 | 
- 112. Is it really true that no man can ſerve two maſters? 
Then, Lord, I chooſe thee for my maſter, to be ſerved and 
loved above nature, and all its myſteries, ever to be poſtponed 
to thoſe — — in the gift of Chriſt Jeſus, and al We Weft 

ings through him derived, to whom, and to this goſpel - day, 
all the prophets bear witneſs, Shall I deſpiſe this privilege 
mow brou 8 doors ? 3 | 

13. All m acquaintances thirty- yeary at 
m Foot th are under the ſod, except my . 
Read the prophet Jeremiah with doubts and to no profit: 

but 


14. Was a glorious day, making amends for the 
gloomineſs and doubts of yeſterday : for in For, xxxiii. from 
wer. 14 to 18. appears a refulgent evidence of a ſight of this 
goſpel-day: for this muſt be underſtood of theſe goſpel- 
- times, or elſe he muſt have been a falſe prophet : for literally 
fulfilled thoſe paſſages are not; „ 


hh = MW. . 
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ny, h Sac 
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appears from, his, prediction af the Por cage 
ae and ofthe ah of Hama Lord, be 2 
help my unbeli 
. Alfo, this. day my ee 
miniſtering a degree of aſſurance that I am in the . 
15. God taught to make uſeſul r 
either leſs important, or even ſuperſtitious, hus, the 
chabites faithfulneſs — their 42 Jonadab, 1 12 
— ying an regard to our common 
1 and, rr 
8 prieſt, than we for thoſe af God himſelf. 
Awake, my ſtupid ſoul. 
17. At meeting, the fire burned bright on, dhe altar, and 


the viſion was clear, that the Lord's neh 
idol of my heart. 3 


O divine Kempis, how fav is th 

and. ſilence . " TE: 2 wow | 
19. At meeti to ſay, that the viſian 

withdrawn from t * proper, nor cone op te 


185 


hauſe, even of 8 = | 
Lord's fire: on anger bans due 


22. Sweet reſſe ions . [2 
. i d Big of 2 — fv | 


his 
ried to Egypt and propheſying againſt that nation al tog his 
ſubmiſhon to . — — 1 85 attachment to is own 
nation, God's pecuſiar 55 amidft theſe: great calamities, 
in preference to going to Ne where oo 5 ere 
of a good proviſion, | 


FE execute juſtice;and jud 
in the earth, and ſhould be called the Lord our Righteouſ- 
neſs ; and that the prieſts and Levites ſhould never want a 
mon $090, — 2 . 
piritual ſacrifice o i menti as 
into the houſe of the + Lord; and a little before, r 
covenant of the law written. in the heart, with the ſpread of 
the: knowledge. of the. Lord, and. that he. would, forgive their 
rr the pecullar privĩ- 

* 3 


a} 


. Thou' addre 
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ung 


lege of che goſpel, b, the one offering perfecting for 

wem that are fancti whereas, pee former,” fin 920 
remembered every Hab. ix * gen 
os 5050 Ane biegt Ut Gps; and fo 4t. O'that 

te %poftolicdl' experience may be mine; that whilſt the 

outward man e the” inward man wy be Tenewed*® Gy 


day 2 7 
At are. Fee come ints the world, and thou goeſt 
our? ep rd "inyolved in the” cares of this life, 


then in a Fee comparatively releaſed ;' it is, ſurely, 
high time 4 ther to be no * 2 ſlave, but the Lord's 
ce man, 
— 2 A eg 0 | Worſt to the province: 
reti However, we are not yew 
in 2 * "a in a pitiful WAY, | way that calls for la- 
tation. nts B's J enyih1.; 
27. Yer we are not gef ep peer brot 
Po. and deplored Fg 'watit' of overleers and viſitors”: led, 
pagate peop les” Miz: G3; 
a3 Opened Few is thete no ang 
the captives” ſpiritual : art thou now a 
man? Haſk tow ſtill no communication with the captives? 
Anſw. The egen We What chen? Was Hot our 


Lord bitte} feye ** 

Again; 1 ike dfefled them on their oi 
prin ples, ad im a 'wortdry Way; but, fi e en mould 
rull highs; even in Joh * ling — „Ae that be- 
Heveth not the Son ball 22 wrath of God 
abſdeth ont hin,“ John Fi. © e i tonne e 
"The third" day" ef "abſtinence, from getb, by''reafon 
age — — be Ft 1 


Sp _ — Lora, he Praia 
fs pu t of 'hdtvre; "hy works never to be 
wks 8 let thy light RR trijth" moderate, 
mit, and direct to me proper "end, and exalt g $ove it. 
2 ' O' the geſdiatien in bur Sion! Lord, prefer, or L alfo 
periſh. 0 lit up my ever proveling, heart,” ang ot place 
with the faithful few, © 
: $1." Labumerable ag Ciera e e -+— nature, 
and thoſe of grace and of providence” area grear myftety : 
dur day is mere twilight: 'Lbrd, ſanity to thy glory this 
little light, and let it luce to bring us to luminous 
regions; where is no darkneſs nor night. dal 

> Doubted of a little rottenneſs of heart, in wm God of 

dns of „ of ** due to him, on ſome 
: temporal 
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temporal-converſe. O thou Searcher of hearts, try me and 


thoughts. 
At. flent meeting, . degree of aſſurance of God's 


bes eva rr Monra,: 2963. | 
in 13 4 TEL | 
1. Held our mon ſpiritual interview : experience 
higher degrees of only ſir mortification i 1 60 my cup. 
3. God ſhewed me the imperfections of Waun and in- 
ſpired me with the hope of a better ſtate,” | 


4. One only remaining man-miniſter left, and he in n- 


minent danger: God ſhakes all human dependencies. 

5. A ſilent meeting, but not without a prayer, that God 
would give; more meekneſs and heavenly-mindedneſs in my 
family; leſt I be an angel abroad, and a devil at home, 

Provoked, but not to a ttanſport. | 

6. I ſuſpect approaching old age, in being ſooner fatigued, 

N. B. Lamentations iv, 13. For the ſins of her pro- 


phets, and the iniquities of her prieſts: apply this, and 
tremble: this hath been verified among us: it remains now | 
that a holy fear poſſeſs the ſoul in the _— of God, in the 


—_ and in thy temporal concerns. g 
In the controverſy depending, various elected 


44 y pour in; from whence it appears, what pitiful-purblind 


mortals we are in the ſecrets of nature: there is alſo darkneſs 


in thoſe of grace and providence, according to Pſal. xcvii. 


« Clouds and darkneſs are ne about him d; Waun, n 
is our proper province. 


8. Thirty minutes i ww five, | Walked to town, and W 


to meeting without changing my apparel, on principle; and 


God favoured my zeal, in givi "g great humiliation, and a 


clear ſight of the — faith and ſuperior lobe of others, 
10. A fear of our becoming a p . 
Letters from two pious youths in Briſtol 


11. Thou ſtupid mortal, this third time ſince 1755 hath 
the Lord ſhaken our earth alſo : Lord, give an ear bo ol 


and wean from this world of uncertainties, ” 
13. An almoſt Chriſtleſs day. 


natural pouring in nme on . | 
p. MM 
The Lord heard, 


14. Impends a 3 to « ſpiritual. depredation, by 


M4 . g 3 ® 15, Man 


[ 
' 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


on occaſion of my: IF 


* 


uz A SATAII. 


1 Man alone, of the animal crpation, is. capable of know. 
ing, loving, and adoring his Maker as ſuch; and d bam 
hi dedit,, &. is 4 Heatliens corroborating 3 

View then the dignity of thy rank, and tremble. 

16. Left my temporals and attended meeting, and was 
bleſſed with a {weet petition, that God would give a reliſh of 
a true Chriſtian fellawfwp, with the poor; with the weak, and 
with children; where, alſo, I was favou — with a triumphant 
ſongs God who ts hounda to the ſea, had alſo (et bounds 

to my; ons, and-limited my love of temporals. | adi 

A laborjous men's meeting, and truth preuailed; but with, | 
a ſtruggle, and an oppaſition from a quarter: u 

18. Morning ning {peut 1 in church · viſitꝭ with animated wal... 
y + ſweet: da, with: ſeriſe of divine favour and regard. 
Iw the evening a: pnayocatian; realy, and anger on my —4 
|. We yy 1 nr * inn rue 
Applie 2 "Ms SOL" 41 
19. Reſentment i in \ filenos. for — t 
. Sleepy! at mesting ftom the rainy weather. | 
25. At meeting, A comfortable. convietion. that the work of 


: ſanRifieation: advances a little. 11 


1 man minding his own things, aa voc thc 


At meeting, a — comfortable, ing torts: filial far 
— eee . which Wen 


hes EY my: confcience; at: the youth's meeting i | 
but anexerd /c:okpatience:ſucceededin afrerce-and ill- founded 


attack from a, brother, hicht ended in poſtponing our in- 


tended general viſit, and i in a ſpiritual. confereyce, where . 
truthyptevaileds 
ETD: 1 _ pretty y 


hadkfbrgotter the: bieſſing 
were:reviledfon his fake. 
28, O how hard. for ther rich, x06 be bard, for the 
learned, to enter the kingdom; 
30. Godis resſomag with Job, We und ce * 
Llaid. the foundations of the: earth,” &c.. applicable to my 
* ſtate and inquiries, and ample ara for NN 


* He gave te map ay uptight countenance. 2 
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and adoration: :; we are purblind martals 3 yet we 
ſee a little, — 4 — EN « God. — — 
than the beaſts of the earth, a maketh ug wiſer than the 
fowls. o heaven adored. be his goodneſs! + 


mick contagion : Lord, preſerve. 

| Dh rad oh ata brats ad chlo. pales 
fellow. I bleſs. thee, Lorch who haſt given me n. 
pat ience, and led to fewneſs of words. 

On a preſent ocenſion, popularity threatens: Lord, pe- 
ſewen or.led mo fin fromits Tr 

3. Aa ſchock, diſcharged my-confcience 3 ele a barren day: 


in ſpirituals. 
3. To walk in truth is che grand ſope: viz. truth. ic 


g truth in eating, truth in drinking, truth: in/ſtudies 
natural to be. ſubjected, truth in ſpirituals to be lifted up and 
purſued with ſuperior ardour, 80 help, Lorxo. 

| At-a ſilent meeting, a ſwoet attraction of the-father's lobe, 

to-luperjor heights of: pur * and the improvement of every” 
Chriſtian and ſeveral ſeripture-texts a all _— 
my own ule, a and, not for the people. So give: mey Lord 
to learn at thy-foot{tool, and — not to talk 
ways, at leaſt, ana ral furte e been we 
is the ſole point now in view, in a beyond words. 
What ix the: ladbar the ſubſtance, RY power, _ 
virtue 

4. Sol. By à bold ſcripture ; the- 
hath ſwept many of the ſtars: from heaven. What ſhall I dot? 
I fear : give, Lord, to-fear more; and xon' VERITY Ja: 
. Talk - a hurtful ; advantageous, 

6 meeti retirement 

Moroſe — and ſinſully too : againſt thee, ; 

22 my neighbour did I fin: I turn about and repent. 
the country, ſweet content, tranquillity, and thank- 

fulneſs, in a quiet retreat from the purſuits of ambition. 

g. A Chriſtleſs day: yet a ſong of praiſe-in the night, 
eren on a review of ſome late ſignal ſpiritual favours. | 


® Not to give way to evils, but withſtand them more boldly: 


10. At 


— | 


* 
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on At a ſilent meeting, a ſweet attraction to more eon 
tempt of the world, and 1 ſaid, So as I depart more heavenly- 
minded, and mydlittle ſtock of faith and love is increaſed, no 
matter whether we have words or no words, the kingdom of 
God being not in word, but in power: moreover, Travail on, 
even to; the renunciation of ſuperfluities in ſtudy. O my 
groveling heart ! Lord, quicken and xaiſe it. $.. 
A poor handſul at Jeſus's feet to-day-: Ol when ſhall the 
be fulfilled, "that . Al nations ſhall flow ro the 
houſe ot the Lord; and not a rfewp as now, but many, ſhall 
ſay, cc Come lec us go up, &a? bio > ft© 1102-24211 
Aa. Sic o dock, A ſtrong temptation to the honour'that 
1 of men; through improvements in natural ſcience; 
| | but truth ſpiritual prevailed and-triumphed in a determination 
| to oqk to Zion, and the depredations there, and to be: {till 
[| more heavenly- minded, and to get atvincreaſe of faith in Chriſt: 
: ſuch 2 faith as ſhall inſtuence thoughts, words, and actions, 
2 | a faith of another and better country, and a far greatet'con- 
tempt:of this than I have ever yet attained unto, 
ag. An illumination of the poſſibility of performing ſpiri - 
_  thak wiſus by the Lord's drawings, independent of human 
appointment. Swndalbto; eben nor! 1,1 bovk 
Jo. rats, great burdens, to-theampairing of body and 
e{tatey — fake! His faith and love far greater 
than mine. Te looks directly and cloſely into eternity, and 
- hasiab habitual-ſerdied-contempt-of the world. 
.Detphumiliation under a fenſe of former deficiences. 
$9 Abttle} neareniacceſs in prayer: but, withal, the pro- 
of Rarhiel againſt the ſhepherds of Iſrael touched me, 
vine <1 jſaaſed haue ye not ſtrengthe ned, neither have ye 
| healed that which was ſick, neither have ye bound up that 
whiehivag:broken; neither have ye. brought again that which 
.wasdilivenaway; neither have ye fought that whivh was loſt:“ 
and themhought of voluntary viſits was revived! oo 
19. Nothing can wear the face of a total diflolutign more 
thancthe-prefent vie: the miniſters are nearly gone, and 
ourꝛſedble cifforts to appoint elders or overſeers, according to 
theracflert ai n ſuperior meeting, was oppaſed by a woman. 
-Blefled be God, we gaye nat ways: TT S507 OE 
Queſt: Qu bt not a faſt to be proclaimed Dup! e! 


A ſec and ſdent meeting: and what then? What is the f 
\ _ to the ſubſtance, che words and forms ta the life and a 
power N 


20. Remember, remember, and practiſa accardingly, that 
de worſhip of od copfiits not in words, but in an inward 
wing, 
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bowing, ſubmiffion, nee 
every occaſion : and thus no thou Joſt — br po 
preach; even by the example of ſilence in meetings, thus re- 
commendin 3 »wer, life, and — org ever to be 
magnified a which are but ſhadows 
Accordin os our — here nbd 
week allotted to deyotiof” (and N. B. N 
_ and even by ſome⸗ two dut 1 
O moyes 5 W — 
phe — for the body ! O ho earthly are wel! * 8 
21; Trievitable hurries' preceded the and dee 
me: but the Lord was'gracious, and! 
bim, in foe degree of an; increaſe” 5 — ra 
in the fight of the loud of were ee 
ſelyes. Ht | 2 om bann — 8 
23. O. Lord, for" cine pen 5 "fu — 
ao are defirous to ſuppolt 2 proper pg 
N et: 4 A 
Gi 46, 1 e h of ron — ereees fn's 
grace lifts up her head, ufd it i e Atta 
from all ff tit be und oftenta 
hath been made in the Work, v. z That Wis 5 77 


could only read, can how ſtammer, to — ing 
myſelf; and cah „N. texts of ſcripture Ec 8 
cumſtanoes juſt} Nane. —— 

28. Niete minfſtry, and fell“ arp eaſur 
culiar $0 18 people. 9042: WONN 17: unn N 
A Nec e at meeting, and a Nagel ſound 
miniſter, in doArine and diſcipline: Jifcharged bag 
in the latter, and truth prevailed, bleſſed 55 0 the Lora! 

= how p providential was the viſit of the foreign miniſter, 
at this very HunQtare helping us ' 6 eſtab ld dye FR 1s _ 
eãlamitous times, even from his own te ſtĩm 
effects on! himſelf. How gracious is God thus 6 Aer Ye 
divifi 72 


eight 5 


f:eble people, a people of weak ſight, and torn b 

in their heads! I bleſs thee, Lord, and aeknoWiedge m 
unworthineſs. "= NE . 23 
15 give more fear in drinking. 1 2 12 

Converſed, but not a word about Chrif2'” '/ A0 

N brother's manuſcript on Aſſurance, ad ey i 

book on the contempt of the world. The eyening 

erownied with 2 "grateful ſenſe of God's ſend? ing bis . 25 


* N 6 —— 
02 A. 1 ny . 0 0 i c 1 0 1 ; 44 e ! ' of » 
OT - S * 5 v2 "32 J 6 0 2 3 . . : i "4 of 
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17 r 1 72 N 


kann- Mowrn, 1161. 90 br ds | 


2 yet 5 


ay FF 
TFT Lf 3 &# 


he nes beavenly-minded enough... 
2. Divers — events furpriſed me; und ov ercame my poor 


of patience — before the meeting; yet 
was with\me.in the hour of temptation. 

Aue goſpel- ſonnd at meeting to-day, in a ſweet, ile 
n carnal profeſſors, i in a home, remonſtrance on the 
negle week-day' meetings, for 2 teſtimony held up of 
8 more than the world, and as a touchſtone of 
* Ted of ans wenns. to the worldly or beavenly temper. 

tual”antidote : I was. yiſited 33 + 64 
— eue ee viſion the N who 
erwards. came to xiſit their meeting, and who 4 2 
ſpiritual ſervice co him : in bis dteam he ſaw te . 
"ng: ripn, ſuch as they proved to be on 


e el rer fe. ayer. * 
2 dle ſwtuation I yet, eg e heaven, 
3 2 e 
» 8 © not w 

5 532 era — 2 3 

bh —— A ot HED EY from my igno 
2 real Ocaſion. 

ſome other writers of as church, 
to Chriſt, and. ſurely, are all bre- 
af we the "air 


hy IRONY 3 a man, is not maig a 

but on man. 
1 2 Mechanically and finfully:moroſe. 

At meeting; — tender exhortations to. others ; "but 

God: 8 to me was far more uſeſul, in an unfolding and 

ng of that ſaying of the Lord eſus, that. father, mother, 

children, brethren; and ſiſters, yea, and thy own life 

oe is to be hated when thou comeſt unto Chriſt, and that 

otherwiſe thou canſt not be Ng. iſcigle : thus in a clear 

viſion, all the goodly things of this world, even the mm” 
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of lawful, but moderated love, are to be hated in comparifan 

of Chriſt: thou art to look with an — == jp 
of the inviſible world, and deſpiſe the friendſhi 

and even uſeful ſcience itſelf, in compari ofthe tore 


of God in Okrid unto the, Amen? 
Afterncon-meeti —_ — — of ray eren re. 


— Lord, ſupport. 
A third or fourth exereiſe of patience this day, wth happy 


fortitude, bleſſed be the Lord 
2 ng the lives of our aint I am fcarce of tir 
« — Wanne 
to nature. fl 
. My. old ſervant, furrgunded with Ai bald and im- 
firmity, is ftill fond of life, at which thou wondereſty but, 
O. ſool ! S 


a fool as ſhe : for, indeed, though thou 
body, yet, as to the mind, what occurs here — cauſe for 


repentance, exerciſe of patience, trials of faith and virtue, 
ſometimes unſucceſsful, wounds from the dark power, and 
conflicts with the fleſh and the world, and only here and there 
a few bright and joyous moments? Why then ſo fond of 


life? Fool, turn about, and learn to deſpiſe it before thou 


leave it: for the lip of truth hath that thou muft 
hate it, or canſt not be his diſci 

Notwithſtanding this precious illumination, there ſuc- 
ceeded a moroſeneſs beyond the holy bounds, on a certain 
provocation. I will humble myſelf. 

20. A Chriftleſs day devoted to a botanick walk, and-an 
incommodious Mons a great — — 

22. An agreeable account kingdom ſpreading 
= A in le and th dark= 

24. The incorrigible one appears again, rows 
neſs, inſtead of Aifht; over the meeting: Lord, pity the 
people. Surely, we have abuſed former precious luminous 


3 — Sas... give more pa- 


5 wrt MonTH, 8 


7. The day of my monthly- retreat: O the omiſſions, the 
<oldneſs, the indifferency that have ſullied the days both of 
my youth and age; whilſt others, my cotemporaries, have 

given 


— — — . — 
- - 
= 


— — —— — jigL—ä— ũ . . —— — —Uw— — — — — 
— 
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h Sa to ſpirituale, atcording to the Intrinſick 


of the object, and /manifeſted their faith and love of 
br their conduct ! Let me, however, be the leaſt, fo 
find admittance; to the * favour. But, ſurely, 
humiliation is my Pe portion, and ſuffering my due, duting the 


reſidue of my en righteous: GU, 


receive it as ch. 07 1 of 

2. At the ſchool-meeting, the Lord lighted the candle: 
O. give to carry home ſom of this light for-domeſtick uſe, 
where it is wanted, bwd 27 


4s An dumbling time at 2 Tent —— with an in- 


falliblaiſenſe of my being more in words than in life, parti- 


| _ in the want of due vigilance and forecaſt for an early 


at the meeting; und in lately we prone 
tranſpor of anger pte vious to the meeting. 

5 Lord, quiet my murmurs againſt oalumny. big, t 
is gloriaus to ſuffer in.@ teſtimony, againſt a ſpurious miniſtry, 
At our ſpiritual conference==Quicknefs to anger — 
to be the ſin of our boſoms: held — and thy 
_— divine help, to double the guard. 

O Lord, preſerve in this day of ie, Umler the 


— — and entanglemenis of natural ſcience. 


At meeting, melted a little under the conſideration of 
God's raiſing up to my view living inſtances of ſuch who 
fulfilled the above ſpecified conditions of diſcipleſhip, viz. 
Comparatively hating father, mother, wife, and their own 
lives alſo, even in forfaking all that was dear for the goſpel's 
fake, and hazarding their lives on this account, and for our 
ſakes, even for the fake of unworthy us: and ſo did the mar- 


— comparatively, bate their lives, even when')they gave 


up for truth's ſake. / 

8. A youth's meeting ſettled : the people are ready to devs, 
placing all in an autward miniſtry. We have, indeed, natural 
—— ſearce any ſpiritual : go fault of mine, bleſſcd be 

S 

9. O ſor more circumſepRion and fear in drinking! | Muſt 
I go: out of the world, or live in continual fear in it? The 

is thy portion. 

Biſhop Ken's catalggue of fins was matter of inſtruction 
and humiliation to me, being applied home thus: 

I have been too negligent in hallowing the name of God in 
a vi = forecaſt for a more early n on divine 


wor 2 
| 2 | I have 


F | 
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I have (O the corruption of this heart of mine I) feared 
man more than God, whenever I have ſinned in eng 
through complaiſance. 

I have been impatient under little: crolles; the ee 
of God to us the lapſed ſons of Adam, whilſt, at 1 
time, the ſorrow for fin has been far leſs lively. 

I have been too unprofitable under the mini ,norenough 
chewing the cu. 

I have been ſometimes ty Gab endes M buff 

An angelick hint from the ſaid Biſhop is, not only to-for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us, but to deſire a double 
portion of God's ſpirit to animate. us to pray for them, even 
as the Lord hath laid, « Pray for them who deſpitefully. ule 
you and perſecute you. | 

In ſhort, upon an impartial ſurvey, my defects — 
ſo many, that unleſs they be drowned in the ocean of God's 
love, I periſh : wherefore, O God, and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus, in his name I aſk forgiveneſs and true goſpel- repent · 
ance. I will mourn a little over him whom I have Ne £ 
O give to mourn more. 

the favour: Pn lected, unutterable; of — 
light of the glorious goſpel beſtowed upon me, whilſt the 
2 part of the worl 5 totally ens of it! O for a 
uitable return in fruits meet for ſu favour, and for ſuch 
repentance as above | 

Bleſs the Lord alſo, O my ſoul, for his late ſignal deliverante 
of the Britiſh iſles: from impending deſolation: and, Lord, 
favour every honeſt endeavour amongſt all ranks of Chriſtians, 
for the promotion of true Chriſtianity in the life, ſpirit, and 
eſſentials thereof. | 

11. Whilſt the uſual ſolemn viſit is ſuſpended, harboured 
a thought of a voluntary one to be opened quickly. | 

I . A good, luminous time at meeting, where the d 

one to the glory of God and our edification: but this 

was ſucceeded by' a ſmoke of Egyptian darkneſs in the men's 

meeting, even in a propoſal to join in worldly yanities im- 

pending on the coronation day: but God gave e to 
2 it. 

14. A viſit to a lapſed brother. 

15. O how broad is the commandment, « Thou malt a 
the Lord with all thy heart! Surely, I do not keep it. 
Lord, have mercy, and draw yet more powerfully, 

An d y ar" to- , all direRing to waiting on = 

156. At 


— — x —  _ —— —— ' — 


| 

| 
| 
4 


Lord t me at meeting to-day. 


| lence of nature above grace, the greater part of my life. 


192 | A SFIRITUAL Dfaty. 


culiar glory of our Sion. 

At Len place diſcharged my conſcience» le, but 
not without the dark power at my heel 

18. To do'/leſs in temporals, ſeemed to be the call of the 


20. Being the firſt day of the week, a temptation to natural 
ſtudy, but rejected as unſeaſonable, and the reckoning- day 


ng. | 
God di _ from this world, 8 « This is not 
reſt,” Every thing proclaims it a ſtate of diſquiet, im- 

n Every thing prockin alder im 


Exerciſed a dumb reſentment againft a delinquent ſervant, 
21. At the meeting of — and elders, a ſpirit ofenvy 
end rafh j ent levelled at me, on no better a foundation 
than groundlefs ſurmiſe. Was not the Lord with me in the 
ſilence” I kept, as a fool? But, I hope, not fo in his fight: 
and, bleſſed be the Lord, he has ſince made way for injured 

ny lang yeſterday-in a degree of his loy 
22. d was with me day in a $ love, 
ight, and life, and gave victory over oppoſite ſpirits in a ſweet 
ing of ſome little ray of divinity. 
Humbled at meeting under a retroſpection of the preva- 


A review of my vow at the opening of my buſineſs in 
Dublin, and of my ſhortneſs in keeping it during many years 
infirmities, and, at length, a danger of being buried in nature, 
uatil n—_—_ wonderful turns of Providence, and the 
ſweet drawings of the Father's love, even antecedent to my 
ſickneſs ; but more eſpecially fince that awakening ſtroke : 
however, (adored be the Lord's mercy) a little Was | 
preſerved, and never quite extinguiſhed all along: but now, | 
now is the call louder and louder ; ſo, good Lord, looſen and | 
wean from this world, and every thing that is govdly and 

in it. 15 | 


ſpecious | | 
. c 
S ©. 


24. How have I hallowed the name of the Lord, in dili- y 
gent, premeditated, early attendance on meetings of worſhip, 


even in theſe times of deſolation? God hath awakened thee : ti 
look to him for an increaſe of zeal and love, and brighter if 
ſhining in this time of ſpiritual ele | 

N 


+ The event hath been in a good degree anſwerable. el 
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25. A ſenſible progreſs in hallowing the name of the Lord, 
in an earlier attendance on publick worſhip, and in forgiving 
an injury, and in drinking the bitter cup of reproach for truth's , 
ſake, bleſſed be the Lord! . y 

27. Afternoon-meeting ſilent, but the fire on the altar 
alive. | 


Tier Mos rn, 1761. 


1. Divers medical avocations rendered this an almoſt 
9 day. ' LE. 
2. Opens my mo retreat: I was tempted to 
it, dut truth . leſſed be the Lord | 
Some flight harbingers of an approaching diſſolution ap- 

: O may the inward man grow ftronger and — pal 
May a holy contempt of the world, as a ſtage of impe aq 
baniſhment; trials, and temptations, yet increaſe | 'Thou 

tried the pleaſures and the anxieties of ſcience, and now 
better late than never) haſt found that neither of theſe do 
tiate, or make happy. | t | 
Two infirmities on me: firſt, too great a propenſity 
to natural ſtudies : ſecond, haſtineſs on provocation, partly- 
but, I fear, not wholly) owing to weakneſs of ſpirits; where - 
ore, double the guard at the weak places, 
4. At meeting :. very dull and unſettled from flatulence 3 
but a little glimmering of goſpel-light ſucceeded, 
In the afternoon : Chriſt ſays, „Seek the kingdom firſt :'* 
I have ſought it laſt ; to thy mercy, Lord, do I fly; but 
give alſo to redeem the time with double _— | 
| Bae A 2 call r . by a miniſter, even to the 
r ive offices in the ſpiritual vineyard, as diggers, water- 
ers, pruners, &c, and well applied : Lord, fire to ſee m7 
office, and diſcharge it. | 
5. Held our monthly ſpiritual conference: we hope God 
hath heard irs oy ers, in giving ſome degree of victory 
over anger, bleſſed be his goodneſs | TY 
A ſweet harmony and coucurrence in performing ſpiritual 
viſits to weak brethren. 
7. At the (chool-meeting, diſcharged my conſcience : now 
tremble, for thou art liſted under a profeſſion of growyh in 
in grace. | | 
10. My matin ſpent in the lives of little ſaints, even in 
children of thirteen years and leſs, who ſaw into the glories, 
of the inviſible world by an eye of faith, 
| N 


14. Now 


$ 
= 
9 
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14. Now opens a new controverſy, even with carnal pro- 
feſſots; which muſt be maintained, or we periſh. 


18. I fear, I yet live alittle to eat and to drink; or that 


ratification, and not mere nouriſhment, is the motive: Lord, 
ubdue, and ſpare not. 

A firuggle, contrary to human proſpects, and under vaſt 
diſcouragements, to open the publick viſit. O poot Dublin, 
who haſt forſaken the fountain of ſtrength in thyſelf, and art 
calling for foreign aſſiſtance. Surely, theſe are trials both of 
faith and patience. e 

19. Opened the publick viſit, and found an open door. 
20. Peeviſh on fatigue. | 

22. Thus faith ce f. 
the cud after meeting.“ | 

I had not prepared myſelf by faſting and prayer fot the viſit; 
wherefore, gave up this day for a partial faſt for this purpoſe, 
and altogether conſiſtently with bodily health. 
Proceeded on the viſit, and my brother ſhone in fweet and 


moſt weighty counſels to two newly married: he is poor in 


the world, but rich in faith and love, and has the heavenly 
treaſure in the bag that waxeth not old. PTY 
23. A moſt memorable meeting, although filent. I was 


greatly comforted in my approach to the Lord, even on this 
| e 


experience: «© The trial of your faith is more precious 
than that of gold which periſheth,“ verified in my being ſup- 
d under the religious publick viſit, when moſt of our 
fellow-profeſfors have forſaken us; but, at the fame time, 
I was humbled under a ſenſe that the trial of my patience in 
little domeſtick eroſſes hath not been equally ſucceſsful. * The 
importance of the viſit appears more and more. 
26. In the proſecution of the viſit, I found that two are 
better than one, my aſſociate improving my exhibition con- 


My heart ſhall be drawn forth to the poor, the rich having 


rejected the call. | 4 
20 Patience exerciſed in an unrighteous detention of fees. 
28. A tremor of my eyes. | 
29. Weak ſpirits and peeviſhneſs, with an alloy of ſin, 
I 


God hath of late revived the remembrance of my vow. 


6 my temporals and went to the meeting of elders, and 


ſpoke ſtammeringly there, and declared myſelf lifted in ſuffer- 
ing for the holy cauſe. | 
Late, inevitably, at the afternoon-meeting, and was fleepy : 
the fire was under the aſhes. "4 4 
4 n 


* 
* - 
6%” 


ord: Tt is beſt to retire and chew 


Sg. 
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An korieſt zeal and love among the brethren,” to cb up | 
the —— walls; but, O the prevalence of earth)y-minded- 


7 
® : 


ELEvenTH MonTH, 1761. Tus 
1. Monthly-retreat, being almoſt my ſixty-third 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who has giyen to ſee good da my 8 
evil days; for health of body and mind; and, above, al, for 
the tender ſolicitations of his love to my ſpirit! 

Wert thou to come to judgment this night, how couldſt 
thou ſtand? Anſw. I have no plea but God's mercy in 
Chriſt, whom days without number I have lighted. 

More temperance, more meekneſs at home, more hea- 
venly-mindedneſs, and more of the heart-piercing, tender, 
filial, fear of God. Theſe are thy defects, foul | 

e truth ſhone in a ſim le woman, of a lively faith 
in God who ſaid unto the dry dane Live: and again, It 
is not What another has or cau fay or do, but thyſelf, 

2. An interview with a faint concerned in giving inſtruc- 
tlons to children, whom he finds moſt ſuſceptible very early, 
even at ſeven or eight years of age. | 

5. Underwent a compurgation before the elders, previous 
to joining them in the religious viſit. . 

he ſervice of the church ſwallowed up morning prayer, 
and even medical patients gave way to the viſits of the 
ſpiritually ſick. * hc b > 

A prophecy that God will raiſe up prophets. and prophet- 
eſſes, in this city, after great overturnings. he q 

Proceeded on the viſit ſweetly: I a child among them: a 
golden ſentence of one of theſe, © The infatuation that pre- 
vails in preferring temporals to eternals is ſurpriſing;“ and, 
indeed, undoubtedly ſuch are fools, blind, captives, priſon- 
ers, and fick : and muſt not ſuch be viſited ? O Lord, raiſe 
up, and give a ſhare in the diſtribution. of this moſt important 


8, Vol. As thou haſt witneſſed à ſenſible growth in ſpi- 
ritual experience, in thy exerciſe among the youth; ſq de- 
ſpair not, but proceed in humility and fear, and God; will 
increaſe thy ſtore, thy ſpiritual fund of Chriſtian graces. , _ 

9. Held our monthly-conference, which ſupplied, matter 
for humiliation, under a ſenſe of ſome” infirmities and alloys 
of fin, whilſt we witneſs a real progreſs in the exerciſe of 
ſome Chriſtian graces, 88 


N 2 10. Diſ- 


* 


of . * Wals! lighted Chriſt days ng __"_— 


* 
* b 


4A QHIRITUAL DIARY. 


10. N NN nj 
notwithſtan my preceding declaration receiv 

825 as ornaments y L fake. * 

14. A feaſt, which was burdenſome; and not wholly 
without fin : muſt I go out of the world? No: but decline 
the occaſions of fin. + 

16. When I conſider the travels, painful labours, and 

ious exerciſes, even of young miniſtefs; by ſea and land, 
F. what are ours here 

Proceded in the religious viſit, and dilchatged ourſelyes 
faithfully, and were'a help and ſtrength to one another, 
bleſſed be the Lord ! 

18. Soul, awake to a holy aQivity : nature drags down, 


5 grace raiſes up: look ys epidemick natural diſeaſes 


are few, but «& ſpiritual epidemicks of unbelief and love of 
_ « work wang and rear, God hath brought to a fel. 
Sunn Jes our ſpiritual phyſicians : Lord, confirm this 


| 8 A fpiritual viſit to a man, whom we invited to 
come and partake of our golpel-privilege : we had an open 
time with this poor family, and the t imony to heavenly- 
mindedneſs Chriſtian) love was held up to the glory of 
God: adored be his goodneſs for thus honouring us 

Such is the blefling of religious fellowſhip, ſuch the com- 
munion of faints upon earth, 

21. Thirty minutes paſt five. Roſe thus ſweetly, and 


neyer find more ſatisfaction than in thus early riſing. 


Finiſhed the firſt fair extract of m collections of the ſen 
ſible qualities of the articles of the Materia Medica. 
The miniftry very poor at both the meetings held this day, 


and a ſtrong ſuſpicion. of a ſpurious one. 


23. My patience over-dqne in a trival croſs accident. | 
| any circumſtances invite to the religious viſit: 


27. 
firſt, the call of the church, and the example of other 


churches: ſecond; a- general - acquaintance, and an open 
Goof : third, the forkemn ſtate of our brethrenfinners, a 
that calls for this ſervice far more loudly than when an 
outward miniſtry fubliſted in more vigour : fourth, the ig- 
ox yh yd any of the youth. Awake then ſou] : and 
e » 

127 ee ndix in the houſe ; and 
even in this will I rej 3 He a ank God, being unworthy 


75 5 inzections as to the late injuries done 


a 
| 


Hi. 4 
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and purſued nature in an idolatrous way, O give to redeem 


the time, p 


29. Aſternoon- meeting ſilent, and the fire not quite out, 


Twitrrn MonTH, 1967, 3 
1. The 's meeting, for want of ſupports at home; 
is to wait for foreigners, O poor Dublin! And æ brother 
flinches ; God preſerved me in integrity. 8 
. Fellowſhip with the brethren I have; there is a ſtep 
hj 25 even with the Father and the Son. > fb 

Fatigue and a little faſting preceding, the k tremors 
attacked, and a ſuſpenſion - of the mental faculties in Tome 
degree. I lay down and recovered, and à good dinner re- 
ſtored me, 9 3 e b 

4. At a ſilent meeting A great grounded po- 
verty of ſpirit, and a bright . hope in the Lord e 
who is drawing on to ſuperior heights of purity. - | 

7. At our monthly-conference — My brother's faith is 
more lively, and his love more ardent, than mine. | 

We, however, are ſurrounded with infirmities; and, with 
reſpect to publick appearances, the like ſuggeſtions to ſpiritual 
pride attend, infpiring a 3 ate 

A flight compotation with a ſting: ſurely, there is better 
ſociety, and a better converſe in ſome other place. Yea, i 
muſt be ſo; for all rational creatures are not Bedlamites 3 
byt there muſt be a place where the conyerfation or com- 
munication tends more to mutual love and ſolace, free from 
the bitterneſs annexed to our aſſociations here. Lord, pre- 
pare for this company. = d- 

8. At a ſilent og, the drawings of the Heavenly 
Father's love were ſenſibly felt, even in mortifying the 
repullulances of anger, and in a clear humbling illumination, 
that I am ſtill more in words than in life; and likewiſe, in 
a diſtin and clear viſion of what is the eſſence of the true 
Quaker, even “ ſanctifying the Lord of Hoſts, and letting 
him be our fear and our dread, according to ſcriptures 
pre ” Ne | | 

9. Enoch walked with God.” An illumination and 
improvement of this text ja the night, thus: every 
man walks with God, ſees the Inviſible with an eye of faith, . 
conſiders him as omnipreſent and his Judge, gloriſies him as 
God, fears and trembles before him; as Joſeph in Egypt, 


_ who thus walked with God. Now, turn the tables: 


N 3 men 
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meniliye without God, forget him, and do not acknowledge 


him in their ways. jo / 
0. Mark well the, e of, the ſeed and -high-way 
ground, as, ae apple to ſudden CRIES 84 
votion to converſe on worldly matters; a too, too frequent 
practice: ſoul, beware of che contagion. 
11. The religious viſit very poorly proſecuted: ſurely, 
our {piritual-vineyard, muſt turn to a wilderneſs again; Lord, 
ok down, an great mercy , 200 2am 0s 
13. We have neither. wiſdom nor ſtrength in the dif; 
965 of our church- ſeryices: ſome are loaded utterly —— 
ability, whilſt others. are quite idle; and the multitude have , 


g glecded the call. | ts 
To meeting many, come as to the gallows: ſoul, awake, 
ad ſtruggle bard to be among the early fe v. | 
15. G Lord, thou art more than à thouſand witneſſes; 
ſo let thy holy dread poſſeſs my lips, in reſpect to what goes 
in through them, and what comes out from them: this I 
would call eating, drinking, and ſpeaking in the Lord's 
preſence ; and, ſurely, the temple ought to be kept un- 


God gave a ſong in the night. * MGR; 
16436. 1 the head is ſick, and the heart is faint, 
and there is danger of death ſpreafing to the extremities: 
Lord; give to utter my camplaint in higher ſtrains, even 
ſuch as when a houſe is on;fire : theſe are the words of truth 
and ſoberneſs. „nn JNVIES!2 4 W 1 | * | 
18, At a ſilent meeting: thou haſt ſhot up high in 5 — 
3 in writing), but too little thriven in ne root. Divers 
weet impreſſions; at this meeting, tending to my, ſpiritual 
advancement, r 
Purſued my medical controverſy with fine leiſure and ſuc- 
ceſs, bleſſed be the Lard ! I do not want honour : I fly from 
a multitude of buſinefsss. 1 x1 
19. Never mind the (COmMPULRALIrS, nor the. loudneſs. of 
the - unrighteous clamours .raiſed againſt thee; chey will 
ove a means of ſilencing objections, and making thee 
ſhine the brighter; and how elſe ſhall faith and patience be 


. - 


exerciſed, 

20, Did England's ſpirit ſuffer reproach when, ſhe called 
for foreigners to defend, her from an invaſian ? And does not 
our little Iſrael deſerve as; much, in calling for foreigners to 
do their buſigels in the wit) 

Comforted. under, a ſolid affuravce that the great work 
proſpers ; and worſhipped God for his ſpecial bounty in 

8 N 5 favouring 


144 
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favouring. with higher de of evangelical love and puri 
5 my — — days, — in upholding in ban 
titude under fi gs and the croſs, my preſent lot, and, as 
I humbly hope, the high road to glory. Mun 2612 
21. How long, O Lord, holy and true, ſhall theſe infir- 
mities and fins ſtick by me; even inordinate love of natural 
ſcience, and quickneſs to anger 
Men in an unregenerate ſtate are blind, and deaf, and 
lame; in all theſe. reſpects hath God, in ſome: degree, re- 
ſtored me: I worſhipped his tranſcendant bounty, and faid, 
So quicken, good Lord, more powerfulxyx. 
22. A bleſſed time at a ſilent meeting: God, indeed, is 
drawing to a growth, not in the branch, but in the root, 
even in exerciling and increaſing thoſe leſs reſplendent graces 
of patience in the reception of abuſe, and in the renunciation 
of n glory and riches, and in a contempt af the mul» 
titude. a let 
After all theſe, tempted to a little moroſeneſs. 2 
24. The miſunderſtanding between the two French com- 
manders ruined them: I retired from the ordinary ſelect 
meeting to avoid this; though was, probably, ſmartly cen- 
ſured for ſo doing: but I ſaw that that meeting, ſo far from 
anſwering the end of its inſtitution, fruſtrated-it quite; and, 
therefore, I turned away, for the preſent, fram the company, 
and, on cool reflection, am not condemned for ſo doing, In 
proceſs of time, all obſtacles were removed, and I returned. 
25. The meeting ſhamefully late in convening : learn 
from others harms, even more vigilance from the careleſſneſs 
of others, * | | 
Good news, even a new tranſlation of Thomas a Kempis, 
27. O, to be preſerved in a conduct conſiſtent with the 
renunciation of ſuperſluities of every kind, and in a life of 
hope in heaven, the better country, and to be more and more 
weaned from this, is the top of my ambition 
28. A ſpiritual yiſit to a poor family, performed with very 
conſiderable ſtruggle, but to ſatisfaction, | 
29. At a ſilent meeting—A clear viſion of the deceitful 
magnifying glaſs in which all worldly temporal {ſchemes are 
viewed. | 
30. In the preſent religious viſit the axe is laid more to 
the root of the tree than jt uſed ta be: but, Lord, who is 
ſufficient to ſtem the torrent of corruption? 
31. My ſpiritual ſocio is humble and modeſt ; witneſs 
one of his ſayings, (What lack | yet? is applicable to 
Chriſtians of the higheſt growth,” He ſounded the * 
N 4 
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goodlineſs deeper than I; being my uſeful helpmeet and 
| = —-rarm both at this and — Armen and I bleſs 
thee,” Lord, for this real communion of ſaints ; and ſo that 
the truth ſhine, no matter by whom ; let me be abaſed. 
Af soch Vent ol? 42 a 
umu w cg nen | 
8 2 Fixsr MonTH, 1762. 
1. I am not yet arrived at Kempis's ſtandard, of fuffering 
F: Pro dans apr rat gk e ; 48% 
2. God is angry with this flock ; out of three ſhepherds 
he has ſmitten two. N 
3. Humbled under a review of the days without number 
in which I have flighted Chriſt, and ſaw that contempt 
and cnaſtiſement is my due, not praiſe, nor any honour at 
Tel nor have I any refuge but the mercy of God in Chriſt 
us. N 
Chriſt was bruiſed for our ſins, and ſhall we not be bruiſed 
for our own? But, Lord, I do not fear thee enough, and I 
„Lord, I worſhip thee, who, at this eleventh hour of the 
day, art giving to ſee that this is in reality a vale of tears, . 
4. Held our monthly- conference, and trimmed my lamp 
at my brothers, in this ſignal inſtance ; God ſought us 
(Heathens) before we fought him; Chriſt's coming into 
the world is an undeniable proof of this; and agreeable unto 
this is what the Son ſays of the F ce iv. „ The 
Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, as worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth; and the prophecy of Ifaiah, „I was found of 
them that ſought me not, cited by the apoſtle, Rom, v. 20. 
to this purpoſe. RK”, 
6. On ſpeaking. to the children, buffetings of the power 
of darkneſs, and a temptation to decking with the Lord's 
jewels . — | * Cy gh 
7. Jerom o ue's prophecy; ©* A new be 
raiſed up, who ſhal 1x43) 0p. the glory of the world, and 
ſeek after the cultivation of the inward man, and ſhall have 
clerks and. miniſters among themſclves, whilſt thoſe of 
—_—_ appointment ſhall gradually conſume away like a 


8. A ſilent meeting, introduced with languor and dejec- 
tion of ſpirits from indigeſtion, ſucceeded by a ſweet time, 
though an humbling one, in a viſion of my ſpiritual degree, 
far lower than that of thoſe who devote hemieves wh y to 
the goſpel, R 

| | 10. Hiſt. 
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10. Hiſt. Two travelling miniſters ſilent both morning 
and afternoon, before a large auditory, 

12. Abandoned temporals for ſpirituals. Heavy work at 
the pa; meeting; yet, bleſſed be the Lord, truth pre- 
vailed, ' L- 
13. Our magiſtrates alſo are aſleep, as appears from the 
impunity of murderers; ſurely, God ſees us. 

15. O Lord, how broad thy law ! O, how awful the pro- 
feſfion of renouneing every ſuperfluity ! 

16. A ſecret whiſper, that more faſting and prayer are 
enjoined me, as preparatives to the grand work impending, 
of viſiting families, 

17. In the midſt of worldly engagements, an attraction to 
the heavenly interpoſes, bleſſed be the Lord; and he is ef- 
fectually teaching to hallow his name, more and more, in 
the ſight of the deſolations in the church. * 

18. O the long-ſuffering and love of God, beyond all 
human conception, in ſtriying by his fpirit in the miniſterial 
labours lately beſtowed upon a revolting generation. 
Diſmal proſpects of the ravages of war: however, God 
ſeeth all this, and we are to adore what we do not compre» 
hend; as, indeed, we ſee but a little way, and do not com- 
prehend the things immediately before us. 

19. Peſtered with ſatanick injections: Lord, deliver. 

20. At the meeting for the youth, heaven fruſtrated our 
dependence on man, and even my ſpiritual ſocio forſook 
me: it is an honour thus to ſuffer with Chriſt, Yet, ſurely, 
it is not a deſirable world; and, ſurely, there is better com- 
pany in ſome other place. 

ere is a ye body of youth, and none to attend it to 
good purpoſe; ſurely, we are aſleep. a 

21. Soul, awake, and tremble at thy ſtation as an elder, 
ſeribe, and viſitor. 5 We 

22, At meeting—A ſweet attraction to more meekneſs 
and more heavenly. mindedneſs, followed by a ſymphonick 
goſpel - ſound of Feruſdem being a quiet habitation.” | 

24. The ſecond meeting ſilent, wherein had ſome comfort 
in hope; but, withal, a whiſper of an humbling nature, 
that I, even I, have grown too much in the branch, even 
in my ſpiritual writings, for a ſeries of years; but too little 
in the root: ' wherefore, the call and draught now is, to 
ſhoot downwards, and to be no longer top-heavy. 

30 A viſit to two ſaints, one of whom (a woman) IL 
found in great diſtreſs on account of a viſit to families. Was 
not the hand of the Lord in this viſit ? 

| ; 31. To 


— 
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21. To be in the world, and not of the world, is. the 


grand point. | 


. Poor, weak appearances in the miniſtry ; thus hath God, 
as formerly, taken away the mighty man, the eloquent 
orator, &c. and hath given children to be our princes, and 
babes to rule over us. | 

The afternoon-meeting very heavy; but, at length, truth 


broke forth The work is à doing, but not perfected: I will 


not give fleep to mine eyes, nor ſlumber to mine eye-lids; 
and, O for the holy, trempling, in drinking and eating in the 


Lord's preſenee7 


* FS. 48, * — 4 
EA S rcon MonTn, 1762, 


ul 4 


1. I fer 1 do not yet drink wholly to live, but partly to 


tify the palate. -_ | 
8 Ay ſtupid heart, how little influence have all my 
readings, meditations, and the alarms of God, in nature, 
upon the daily temper ; how fond of natural ſcience ſtill, 
though we be all but a company of purblinds, and another 


" ſcene of incomparably greater light, the hope of the Chriſtian, 


will ſhortly open ! 

Performed a viſit to five families, aſſiſted by an excellent 
old woman, who is nearer the kingdom than I, and who, in 
this office, ſhines more than in, preaching. | 
2. A grateful account of a ſpiritual corps of youth liſted 


in Chriſt's warfate : Lord, . proſper. them. Alſo, of the 


revival of a ſpiritual ſchool for the.inftruction of youth: 
Lord, unite their hearts and mine in this common concern 
for thy glory! 1 r | 
Sol. At meeting—thou haſt ſtudied the phlogiſton, and 
viewed its powerful effects in the electrical zther, in light- 


. ening, and in waters: view it now in a moral. relation. 
The tongue, that unruly member, is ſet on fire by hell, and 


has ſet our ſelect-meetigg by the ears; as ſure, as on the 
other hand, the tongue touched by the live coal from the / 
altar hath oppoſite fes. te =. 
The ſpiritual viſit proceeds, and will proceed by hook 
or by.crook.' Doth not God, in his providence, ſupport 
this work, “ not by might nor by power (even as PR 1 
but by his ſpitit“ in us mean inſtruments ? | | 
For my part, I had the honour of abandoning my tem- 
porals, and experiencing trouble from the coldneſs and lan- 
guor of others, and hurt of bodily health, as well as to * 
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of my weak female aſſociate, having once ſtaid out until ten 
at night in thus work. 

A ſhocking attack of the optical tremor, attended with 
flatulence fn indigeſtion. _ ._ "gk 

The Lord hath favoured with a ſityation in the low 

. yalley, contentment with a little in all reſpects, whilſt the 
mountains even of ambition are waſte and wild. , 

In the above ſervice we few were a help to one another, 
and my ſocios were more righteous than I, in cenſuring the 
ſloth and indevotion of this city: thus, two are better than 
one in religious as well as civil fociety, and this is the 
communion of ſaints. | * 

By mean things and things Ace is God now ſupporting 
an eſſential ſervice {even the viſiting of families) among an 
unworthy people—the ſeed in priſon is viſited, and ſome. of 
the ignorant traditional profeſſors are inſtructed and rouſed. 
6. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, that he has given thee to 
ſee good days in the proſperity, of Chriſt's kingdom in the 
hearts of thoſe of other ſocieties ; and inſpired with hopes of 
our happy union, partly here, but perfectly hereafter, | 

7. O my ſtupid heart, as to the divine alarms in the deaths 
of my aſſociates ! Lord, wean from this world yet more and 
more. | v4 
An uſeful practical hint from my ſocio, viz. © In our 
ſpiritual viſits, our ſitting in ſilence is a leſſon of inſtruction 
in families, that they may do ſo likewiſe.” 

How clear was I upon a little abſtinence ! thus, aſſuredly, 
faſting and prayer are proper preparatives to good works. 

10. The ſpirit of the world prevailed over me, even 
whilſt fitting among brethren; and daunted me from calling 
the months by their numerical names, according to known 
principle, and my precept publiſhed thereon: O my vile- 
neſs 


Proceeded in the ſpiritual viſit to four families, with a 
ſiſter who is better than I, and was a great help to me, and 
improved me in my little offerings, 

13. My patience. exerciſed and overcome by an accident, 
rendering me incapable of the evening ſervice, | 
14+ Darkneſs and partial deſertion covered me laſt night; 
but light, comfort, and ſweet hope returned in the morning. 

Some proſpect of more fame than I ſhall be able to an- 
ſwer: I reſolve to retire from it. | 1 
An extremely dull We and ſilent, and the 
fire almoſt out: to which the cloudy and moiſt weather 
might contribute. 4 1 
16. 


Anfw. Gone down into the earth. 


6s a Witty an write. 


* 


18686. A flent meeting, but luminous. e 


18. Proceeded on the family viſit with an old woman 
well inſtructed in the eſſentials and vitals of Chriſtianity, 
and directed by Divine Wiſdom to ſpeak pertinently: bleſſed 
be God, who thus manifeſts ſtrength in weakneſs, and ex- 
atts thoſe of low degree, whilſt the wiſe and prudent of this 
world are rejected. Ar | 
+ This morning a lively, deep reſentment on a croſs ac. 


"19. Satan ſaid, « What buſineſs haſt thou with others ?” 


But was anfwered thus, * It is · no more than meet that an 


old traveller, at the end of his journey, ſhould relate' to the 

ones the dangerous ſpots he has paſſed through,” ?“ 
28. In the courſe of the viſit, the old woman aforeſaid, 
my aſſociate, out-ſhone N numerous degrees, even in 
private, pertinent, uſeful, important exhortations to in- 


_ dividuals; a work of mote and cloſer labour than publick 


9 Good Lord, bleſs it. 8 
den bleſſed be 


* 26. At a filent meeting, a fear leſt I do not love God 
above all, and grace above nature. n 

28. A poor exhibition in the miniſterial way this day: 
God has given children to rule over us. Where are the men? 


Tamp MoxTH, 1764: 


2. Wakened with a ſweet alarm of praiſe, and a feeret 


hope of perfect liberty from the power of all temprations. 
On ſome ſpiritual conferences: my brother is in a ſtate 
far more triumphant than I; and my ſiſter is poſſeſſed with 
« much greater degree of the filial fear than I ; but J will 
light my taper at their fire, bleſfiing the Father of Lights, 
and Giver of every good and perfect gift. c 
A dull ſcene opened: they who ſhould join in promoting 
piety among the youth, flinch and throw cold water on the 
mtempt: thus divided, we are become very weak: Lord, 
ſupport my feeble mind, . & 

ome honeſt and believing ſervants teſtify againſt their 


2 5 n maſters and miſtreſſes. 


6. The proper arrangement of foffils in ſome late authors 
is beautiful, but a ſcience greatly inferior to that of claſſing 


men, faints and ſinners, and their various fubdiviſions. - 


10. Five 


ro. Five o'clock: Ever comforted by this early ri 
all works proſper the better for it, 1 
My aſſociate's faith and proſpect of heaven is much clearer 
en 44 ths be 
Bitter ups have I late n ouragem 
and falling away the ſhoulders, of brethren. In this factors 
ſtate, the true goſpel-method is, to fet an One good 
example: (life is more than words) particularly in hallowing 


the Lord's name in a zealous, early attendance, and more 


exemption from wordly cares, how fpecious ſoever. 

13. One query I could not folve to my ſatisfaction, viz. 
Do prefer Jeruatem to my chief joy ? | 
At a conference- with two ſaints, an acceptable account 
of a revival and progreſs in vital 9 in ſome few 
places, particularly in Shropſhire, where, after à deſertion 
of near thirty four or five miniſters were raed up: 
alſo, at Norwich js a revival, and at one other place. 

14. More in word and writing, than in . 

20. O, let me continue in the low, hungry , even 
of humility and fear: this is really ſhooting downwards 3 
for | have been and ſtill am top heavy, more abundant in 
words than in life. 


On reading a comment on 'the glorious opening of the 


pel-day to us Heathens, led into a review and query, 

has all this done for me? The anſwer was humbling. 

22. Impends worldly honour and profit : Lord, preſerye 
bom the conmmicn. of lot. | 


Too irritable on a (mall provocation, I doubt an alloy of 


wickedneſs with weakneſs, | | 
23. I have not been able to fay honeſtly, „Thy will be 
done on earth: for every degree of impatience under ſuf · 
fering is a contradiction to this petition k 
Humbled under a ſenſe of the ſlowneſs of my ſpititual pro- 
grels, and of — quickneſs to anger. | 
24. 


A ſtrugg 
firſt prevailed, even in devoting the cream of the morning 


the concerns of the body ſpiritual (the church), in pre- 


nce to thoſe of the body natural. 
25. Learnt this day, in regard to the duties of the firſt 


table, that ſin immediately againſt God, is greater than that 


againſt our neighbour. 


O my ſtupidity ! How little awakened by the miracles of 


Chriſty faithfully and moſt mercifully tranſmitted to us as 2 
confirmation of his doQrine !, Lord, give a heart 2 
6 74 0 | | 26. 


e between grace and nature, in which the | 
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261 God poured contempt upon all my labours in nature, 
however uſeful and ſpecious; and ſhewed me a fpirjtua 
idolatry therein, even in the preference given them to the 
myſteries of grace, and in the manifeſtation of the ſecret 
' motives of ambition defiling them, in preferring knowled 
which puffeth up, to charity which edifieth; fo that, in 
. $ language, all my ſpecious righteouſneſs became as 
th taps. : 1 | | | | N 
| 3 with being the object of envy from two 
noted perſons, and partly of the brotherhood ; fome of their 
ſhafts were poiſonous ; but God defended me in the midſt 
of danger. - , as | 
30. A ſhort liſt of favours from heaven, viz. In at edy- 
cation among a ſelect people; in God's long-forbdearance 
during my negle& of him among aliens; in now ſignally 
favouring my old-age with a renewed viſitation ; in chaſ- 
tiſing me with unmerited reproaches and trials of faith and 
tience, more precious than gold; in placing me amon 
my betters, living incentives to ſuperior faith, love, an 
purity, in the midſt of revolters. NY 
Is alfo am a leader or ſpiritual captain: I tremble a little 
mt the thought, but not enough. r 


139 


* Fovntn Month, 176. 
2. Daily obſervation ſhews what poor purblind perſons we 
ſcioliſts are: we ſee a little, preſume a great deal, and walk 
e eee ar ere 
; I fear that I yet, in ſome ſinful degree, love to eat and 
rink. en. = 189 f ö 
We of this claſs do, indeed, refemble the monks of the 
Romifh*church' in one inſtance, viz. In a folemn profefion 
of renouncing the world in all its vanities and ſuperfluities j 
but I am fure that here fall ſhort. e coded ra 
O, thou longiſuffering Lord, draw on to fuperiof heights 
of purity and uniformity in conduct: let thy goodneſs lead 
to repentance in a, more effectual manner. POET 
The bridegroom cometh; and poſſibly as a thief: more 
oll in the lamp is wanting: not pierced enough by the dread 
of God, nor ſenſible enough to God's daily alarms in deaths: 
rouſed, indeed, a little, and but a Hittle. 
Attempted ſome procedure on the viſit in vain ; O poor 
Dublin. r e en 10 eee 
A 14. 0 


% 
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4. O ſweet ſolitude and humility, opening ſcenes of 
duty to my neighbours, brethren, and countrymen, which 
would be entirely overlooked in the crowd, as ſute as Jeſus 
was loſt there by Mary and Joſeph I Thus, will I glory in at- 
tending to little things, not envying Tings or princes, tem 
poral or ſpiritual, ſeeing the great tiſk which real ſolid virtue 
runs in thoſe ſtations. WM Lane 5 ih 

Again, let others travel, and I pray God bleſs them; but 
for my part, I find work enough at home, and even more, 
than I do completely. NE Ed) | 

Aſternoon-meeting— An attack of ſleepineſs ; but the 
plague of my heart to the following purpoſe revived me: 

ord, preſerve me from the impending fnare of graſping too 
much after nature. 2 obo 

5. At our ſpiritul conference An agreeable account of 
the ſpread of vital Chriſtianity, and a proſpect of its being 

pagated to various and remote places. Amen 

I have little of the ſeraphick flame; but am under the ope- 
ration of the Refiner's fire { perhaps more ſober ſinners, as I 
have been, ſeldom arrive at that high pitch of love. as thoſe” 
who think themfclves to have been greater ſinners. i7 

On comparing notes, it appears, that trials and exerciſes 
ſtill attend, having a tendency to mortify the love of the 
world, and to promote an aſpiration to a better ſtate, | 

6. A precious ſeaſon at meeting, my mind was enlarged” 
in its view of the duties of the firſt table; in which I ſaw my 
defects to be covered only by the mercy of God in Chriſt, | 
13 is but lately. that I have ſeen things in a true goſpel-, 
ight. ” 1 „ 
A fixed ſenſe that children, and the poor, and the diſen- 
tangled, are the fitteſt objects of the goſpel miniſtry and in- 
vitation, | a. FA Bg= , 

At the ſame time, the power of darkneſs was at my right- 
hand, prompting to pride: O for a better ſtate, which, 
ſurely, there mult be ! W | BY 

God has given me to fee good days, even two of my 
family true Iſraelites, and thoſe my correſpondents too. 

8. My deception all along, until about the time of my. 
effectual call at the tenth hour, has been this, that my heaven 
was to be here ; but ſince the datting forth of the ray of the” 
heavenly light, I ſee it is not to be here: and this Itake tobe the. 
common error of every unregenerate man, even to, purſue, 
heaven or happineſs here; but upon trial, he finds all to be 
a dream or ſhadow : blefled be the Lord Jeſus, for ſending 
this illumination in theſe my declining days! * 
10. Vexatious 


4 


s 'F 
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10. Vexatious calls, a little beyond my poor fund o 


nee. 4 
- N It is good to dwell much on the dark ſide, and not 
| on the light {ide of this world, which laſt is ever deceivin 
its children: Chriſt; our Lord and pattern, choſe the dar 
fide,. even poverty and tribulation, of which if we partake 
not, we are baſtards j but ſuppoſe we were rich, and bad 
"3 every natural want ſupplied z yet many things attend to render 
wis a fate not to be deſired with that fervour with which” 
we children of this world defire it; as, firſt, it is a ſtate of 
> 2200p __ darkneſs and imperſection, even with ref; to the know. 
ok ledge of things divine, as well as natural; a ſtate of faith, 
not of viſion, Second, it is with the beſt of men a ſtate of 
combat with the fiend of hell, the ſpirit of the world, and 
__ their own hearts luſts; and we do not always conquer, 
| but are ſometimes: wounded in the fight. Third, the wick- 
. ednefſs of the world, and the carnality of our fellow-profeffors, 
and our own weakneſſes and fins. Fourth, the death of our 
acquaintances, even of our fellow-communicants in a reli- 
gious way, removed altnoſt daily from our ſight for ever. 
Woo then but a fool would ſet his heart upon this world? 
But, bleſſed be the Lord Jeſus, who is come, and has | 
and prepared for us better manſions : ſurely, this hope is the 
balſam of life to the Chriſtian, amidſt all the imperfectiom 
8 * miſeries of * e 1 = 22 8 
; | But to ptoceed, behold: a ple of the ſuperior of 
the ſaints 1 a ſeparate ſtate: we have . _ 
in the holy records, of the viſion of events, even ſuch 25 
we ordinarily reckon to depend on the fortuitous will of man, 
ſome hundred years before they came to paſs: and even in 
<4 days, God hath not left us wholly without witneſs, in 
me, though very rare, dreams. Now, what mathema- 
tician or aſtronomer can. match this knowledge, which yet 
hath been communicated to man by revelation ? | 
Tpheſe © coruſcations of light from the other world, are, 
indeed, rare : but ſerve to ſtrengthen our faith, which often 
runs very low. 1 | | | 2 * 3 
x 12. Unſeaſonable engagements immediately ſuc 
the publick worſhip, ever hurtful, and hinder che due apph- 
cation of the truths received, CY WE ; 
14. An interview with J. Weſley, with an agreeable ac- 
count of the deſtruction of bigotry, and the prevalence of 
univerſal charity in Scotland, and of the permanence and in- 
creaſe of the heavenly fire kindled among the colliers in 
1737, and the next among the miners. 8 
2 A particular 
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A particular account of the converſion of two hardened 
malefactors in Newgate. | 

16. A precious ſeaſon at meeting, with a comfortable 
ſenſe that God is, indeed, lifting up his fpirit as a ſtandard 
| againſt the incurſions of the enemy in the glory and in- 

cumbrances of the world: and a ſweet ſenſe of ſuperi- 

ority of the goſpel- diſpenſation of grace and truth, in prefe- 
rance to the bondage of the law of types and ſhidows. 

18. Thou haſt devoted half an hour in the morning, and 
an hour in the evening, to communion with thy Maker, 
and to retroſpection: beware of robbing God in ſubſtracting 
any part of the hour. . ' 

Yeſterday unrighteouſly murmured at a croſs call, | 
Travelled zealouſſy, on an appointment of the meeting, 
for the Lord's ſake : | feel an animating ſpirit, and a ſpirit of 
ſubjection to labours and croſſes ; Lord, proſper and in- 
creaſe it! 5 4 v | 

Three church-viſits, two with a rod, and one to a raw 


20. Struggled for meeting, which proved ſilent for the 
moſt part, and I was led down into the valley of humiliation 
— God fapported yeſterda " | genera 

21; God ſup me amidſt a dull tio 
and became my ſong in the night 1 and opened to me fevetal | 
little ſcenes of duty in the viſit; in admonifhing mock- 
mourners and others, with a ſweet ſenſe of love favour. 

21, 22. God exerciſed my patience two days ſucceſſively, 
in diſappointing my intent of a ſpiritual viſit. O, what pity 
it is but more labourers were got; and that men ſhoald be 
ſwallowed up in earth and ſelf-ſeekin = . 2d 

Moroſe on a bodily indiſpoſttion : 469; is alloy of wicked- 
TIE Cie ne | 

23. e me a c t impending temp- 
nity of the Cty and riches of the world, with a > In: * 
ſolution to fly from both. _ 

24. Finiſhed one volume of Gill's Comment, full of 
Chriſtian, wholeſome, doctrine, and whoſe writing appears 
to come from the heart, although an abſolute Predeſtinarian: 
bleſſed be the Lord for this favour |! | 11 

Miſerably and ſinfully peeviſh : double the guard, | 

27. A bleſſed ſilent meeting, in an infallible view of want 
of x child-like ſubmiſſion to the eroſſes of little events, 
amounting to no leſs than inſolence againſt my Maker. 
Sol. In the ſweat of thy brow ſhalt thou eat thy bread 
a part of our Father's curſe, is alſo comparatively entailed 


O upon 
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upon the labours, even the mental toils and anxieties, that 
attend the purſuit of natural Knowledge : even fo, Lord, 
hath it ſeemed good to the. a3 


Firrn MonTe, 1762. 


1. A ſweet goſpel-ſound and confeffion of fins in S. S. a 
precious, humble, intelligent, and clear miniſter : bleſſed be 
the Lord, who hath thus given me to fit among princes; 
for truly theſe are kings and prieſts, and in God's eſtimation 
higher than the kings of the earth. ey 

2. I am deſpiſ and labouring moſt, receive the leaſt 
wages; but this is more honourable in God's fight : it is, 
however, an exerciſe of patience, and ſhews the vanity and 
injuſtice of the world. | 

3- At our monthly-conference—My brother is come forth 
in the miniſtry, and has left me behind : and what is more, 
he is cleanſed from waſpiſhneſs. He has taken more pains 
than I; and, I hope, God has crowned his labours. 

A foliloquy, in the evening, on the people and their wa 
Here is — 2 beef, and other bodily proviſions, and wine 

from France; but great penury of ſpirituals. Were we 
contented with meaner fare, the Chriſtian graces, it is pro- 


bable, would flouriſh more among us. For my am 
contented with a little ; and, b be the Lord, his holy 
fear attended my feafting this day. | 


4; To be dead to the world is my brother's avowed ſcheme. 
| 2 meetings, both morning and afternoon, from the 
Weather. 

5. Five o'clock. Roſe at the call of my Lord, after 
awaking with a ſong of praiſe, and a prayer ; and reviewed, 
with ſweet delight, God's favour and ſignal blefling to me 
and my ſpiritual ſocio, even in comforting our ſouls together, 
and giving us ſome lucid joyous intervals in this our ſolitary 


Mage. . 9 
rage, awake: behold the æra; nearly the whole ſet of 


elders is gone and going 3 and the holy drawing from the 
world is witneſſed, bleſſed be the Lord, and truly it is high 


time. E | 
reren 


On 


bably hurt by the preceding 
caution. 


A 
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On this occaſion; I bethought myſelf of the ſettled faſts 
twice a week ; and that with us a criminal diſuſe of faſting 
prevails; Fang SI? of 

Troubles attend me and my aſſociate in the diſcharge of- 
our duty, as members of the ſelect meeting 

6. Some new ſcenes of duty incumbent on an elder, as. 
ſuch, diſtinct from thoſe of a miniſter; v. g · in pointing out 
ſome expediencies, and hurtful things: v. g. late coming to 
meeting, entering into diſcourſe preſently after meetings, 
mourning habits, and other articles of dreſs, drinking healths, 
moderation and circumſpection in trading. 4 4 

Sol. The love of the ſpiritual brethren far tranſcends the 
love of the world, which is ſelfiſh: bleſſed be the. Lord, 
who hath given me ſome reliſh of the communion of ſaints 
here: but, O how little have we of this! Surely, there muſt 
be a better ſtate, | 1 ** e 

9. A jealouſy that I have not preferred, nor yet do prefer, 
Jeruſalem to my chief joy, but the reverſe: behold, Lord, I 
turn about. gun 19 

Sweet goſpel calls lately to the youth z and O what cares, 
what a4 what conſultations. in the diſorders of the body, 
whilſt thoſe of the inward man; even the ſpiritual wounds and 
bruiſes, are neglected, unleſs by a very few: but thou muſt 

o forth and viſit ſome of theſe, and even with more ardour 
So thy bodily patients, if thou wilt be perfect. 

An humbling ſenſe of my former ſtation, even in a ſtate of 
ſpiritual idolatry, in a ſpecious moral righteouſneſs, but with 

inordinate love of nature in preference to grace; and ſo 

ſaw myſelf in the ſtate of the prodigal, until God's effectual 

call S900 the tenth hour of the day. I worſhip his unmerited 

els. | 
; 11; Look back to thy printed exhortations of ,renoancing 
ſuperfluous profits, ſuperfluous ſtudies, and ſuperfluous ace 
quiſitions of knowledge, any further than ſubſervient to thy 
neighbour's good; and look forward to the opeging grave, 
for thou canit not be far from it. 

14. As a returning prodigal, as above, I ſaw in the clear 
viſion, that I was - unworthy to be called a ſon; but am 
honoured enough if I be a ſervant, as, indeed, I am, and a 
laborious one; in church and ſtate. God grant honeſty. 

16. At a ſilent meeting Iwo important objects were 
preſented to the Refiner's fire: firſt, Living to eat and drink; 
ſecond, the love of ſcience in an ambitious view. 80 tri- 
umphed light and truth, after ſome dark terrors had attended, 
with flatulence. 


0 2 Afternoon 


- of natural ſcience. 


-, 
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|  Afternoon-meeting filent alſo, and extremely heavy, and 

the fire almoſt, but Bae cles Gp. * * | 
A temptation at that meeting to rove on natural ſcience, 
it was repulſed ; and I felt a Xx drawing to more bodily 


mortification, as to temperance, and to a leſs anxious purſuit 


17. Two vigilant elders in the province deceaſed, made a 


great gap in-our preſbytery. 4 
18. Praiſe the hand 0 my ſoul, who hath given thee 
the dew of heaven in the ſecret whiſpers of his holy ſpirit, 
as I truſt z and ſhowers of heavenly doctrine, even in the 
iritual books, with which a bountiful Providence hath 
pplied me without charge, and even to'an inundation, for 
F have more than I can read : fruit is now required by the 
Diſpenſer of all this dew and rain: and theſe fpiritual books 
are as much preferable to the natural, as heaven is to earth, 
19. Saw more clearly into the corruption of my groyeling 


hearts ever prone to carthly things, and that it is a foreign 


wer that muſt drag it upwards, 
"wc; A ſweet filent meeting, and holy attraction to come 


forward in more activity, even in 4 hem that here 


is much more work to be done in the holy diſcipline 7 Lord, 

fuſtain and invigorate. | | 
We, who by dint of much labour have ſeen a little into 

nature's myſteries, are but poor purblind creatures, 

24. Sol. Hitherto the _ and principal object of thy 
ſtudies has been fleſh and blood, even that which cannot in- 
herit the kingdom: Lord, I look now to the ſpirit, and to 
the ſpiritualities proper to thy kingdom, the duties of the 
firſt table, the firſt e nt in particular ; which is, 
loving thee above all. | 

My matin was ſpent in two religious vifits, and a church 
letter to America, <a 

23. Sol. O ye monks and religious orders, even whether 
of our or your denomination; who have put on Chriſt's 
livery, beware, beware of hypocriſy. Much ſcandàl has been 
given by many of you, and the name of Chriſt blaſphemed 
on your account, when men have feen you, whilſt pro- 


fefling Chriſt, to be the'real devotees of Mammon or Belial. 
Thus you give the lie to your profeſſion, and ſtrengthen in- 
fidels, and are ſtumbling blocks in the way of Chriſtianity. 
What is the ſhadow to the ſubſtance? Let us all humble 
ourſelves ; for, ſurely, it is of God's mercy that we are not 


. | 24. In 


— 


conſumed. 
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| 24, In a religious viſit, my brother went deeper into the 
ſpiritual Kate of the viſited than I: bleſſed be the Lordi 
This day truth triumphed, and Jeruſalem was preferred to 
my chief joy, and the glory of the world poſtponed to an 
honeſt zeal for Chriſtian diſcipline, in the name of the Lord, 
25. Church-work in viſiting revolters ; God grant that 
this may drive me more home, 5 
28. Thou haſt, in the moſt publick manner, imed 
war againſt one grand capital enemy, the world. Now look 
to thy conduct, and immediately renounce all feſtival enter- 
tainments; for the ſpirit of the world, aſſuredly, is the ſoul 
of theſe: Lord, help, left I be numbered among hypocrites, 
At a filent meeting, a bleſſed illumination in a ſolid, 
deeply rooted contempt of the world, and ſelf-abhorrence ; 
thus. good Lord, grant to take root. | | 
Thought of the eſtabliſhed faſt twice a week, and our great 
deficiency in that point: and abſtained from fleſh to-day, + 
30, A church-viſit to an offender, to very little apparent 


Se. | " © 
31. Behold the ſnare laid in natural ſcience, to the purſuit 
of which there is no end. Lord, lift up to faith 28 
Sick and impatient on two emergencies, | 
Our publick church-ſervices, and nec ones; threaten 
to be dropt: the pillars are weak: Lord, down and 
* thy own glory's ſake. | 34 
ear the prophet, Jer. jii. 17, „“ Mine eyes ſhall weep 
ſore, and run down with tears, becauſe the Lord's flock is 
carried away captive.” | 
Now the ſpiritual captivity of the people is as real as the 
other was ; and, moreover, thou haſt told them fo, and it ſtill 
continues: but where are thy tears? Sorrow and heavineſs, 
indeed, attends, but not enough. 5 
In the mean time, God is greatly favouring, in permitting 
to accompliſh the natural work, by averting an impendi 
death, and now giving ſtrength to correct and improve it: 
but yet a higher — is granted, even a louder call to the 
contemplation of the myſteries of grace and redemption, and 
to the experience of a grawth in grace, and of final ſalvation: 
to this, now, Q my Gal, be thy chief, thy reigning atten- 
tion : but beware of the thief, the charms of natural ſcience, 
View the imperfections thereof, and at one glance view, 
with the glorious proſpect-glaſs of faith, that country where 
we ſhall no longer ſee 1 a glaſs darkly, where intuition, 
the ken of angels, ſhall take place of the tedious and wearie 
ſome proceſs of ratiocination. | | 
0'3 


0 


g 
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God is withdrawing his geatly chaſtiſing hand; adored bg 
,,, ]! e 


1 | 
">... - Srxta Month, 1762. 


3. A ſtruggle between nature and grace, wherein the latter 
prevailed; and the end of all the purſuits of nature ſhewn 
to de merely corporeal z not to be named with what relates 
to the ſoul and its health, a ſolid reality, and of far greater 

importance in God's ſight, and in * of eyery regenefate 
child of his. Wherefore, O my foul, preſs forward in the 
race, and add unto faith, virtye, or courage, to be good ; 
and remember, with bitterneſs, the days and years of ſpiritual 
repay! © | | | 
4. A filent meeting, but luminous to me; yet hurt b 
ſubſequent converſation, as uſual, drawing off the mind frod, 
its proper exerciſe. 

5. Opens my monthly-retreat. How ſhall I ſtand before 
the Judge ? I cannot ſtand at all: for, indeed, my righteouſ- 
neſs has been as filthy rags : I will, therefore, fall upon the 
ſtone of Iſrael. | ra : 

d grateful ſenſe of my ſingularly happy leiſure, 


A ſweet. and gra 
denied to thouſands ; even as favourable to, fruit-bearjng as 
the ſouthern aſpect. n a p 

The point 10 What lack 1 yet ? And the anſwer eaſy, viz. 

More patience, and more vigilance over the fin that eaſil). 

beſets, viz. 8 diſproportionate to the offence - and mo 

walking with God alf the day long. | MON, 
| As to our Sion, reſt affured ; miſerable is our ſtate ; 
© even that we cannot perform the viſit without foreign aſſiſt- 
ance, 

On —_ the mournful prophet, who gave u 

his life for his teſtimony againſt his revolting, idolatrous 

countrymen, it appears that his ſufferings are not to be 
matched by ours, | Fa 

O my ſtupid heart, not lively enough awakened by the 

intended devotion of this day] Surely, a perpetual dependence 

on God is neceſſary. i, 24-437 

56. A ſilent meeting: no miniſter but Chrift Jeſus ; I got 

a little hope here that the inward work proſpers. | 

7. A ſudden tranſport of anger upon provocation, which 
burt me all the day. * 2 25 _ 

8, The watch-word is, “ Thy Maker is thine huſband.?? 

5 | 4 oy 2 12, Fortys 
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12. Forty-five minutes paſt four. Wakened with a ſweet 
attraction towards the heavenly city, and to a weaning from 
this: fo, Lord, wean yet more. | ? 

13. At meeting, a ſweet evangelical call to youth, and a 
well-timed admonition to the indevout. | 

18, Four in the morning. Methought the time of the 
ſinging of birds was come: for I waked with a ſong of 
thanks to the Lord, even as my Redeemer : but, O, ſtill re- 
member that nothing that defileth ſhall enter the holy city. 
Wherefore, put away that fin that ſo eaſily beſets, even wra 
and all approaches to drunkenneſs and gluttony : and, good 
Lord, give thy grace of filial fear, and it ſhall be to me more 
precious than all earthly treaſure. 

Behold the itt ſtate of the brotherhood ; ſome have 
no ſpirit for the work, others are in the briars: O that b 
how much the more others are entangled, ſo much the more 
may be diſentangled ! =B | 

the goodneſs of God in viſiting by his miniſters an un- 
worthy people ! It is beyond our comprehenſion, as, indeed, 
the ways of heaven are, in nature,” providence, and grace. 
May that ſaying, J was found of them that ſought me not, 
be verified, | | 

20. To know much is not our lot; but to adore, fear, 
and obey, is our genuine lot, portion, and buſineſs. Amen, 

Remember the account of the conduct of Nehemiah, on 
occaſion of the deſolations in outward Iſrael : he fat down 
and wept, and mourned certain days, and faſted, and * 
before the God of heaven; and, ſurely, ſomething of this 
nature is now ſeaſonable and neceſſary, previous to the con- 
ference with the elders. | Tab 

22. Of my reigning ſtudies, the center, ſcope, and true 
end has been the body only : wherefore, Lord, e with a 
contempt of theſe, in compariſon with the ſaving knowledge 

of Chriſt! | 

On occaſion of ſome late miniſterial viſits O the miracle 
of God's grace and goodneſs, ſo to woo and ſtrive with a 
revolting, backſliding people] Surely, God's love is not as 
man's, nor to be meaſured by the line of human compre- 
henſion |! 

23. A greater elevation of ſoul to ſpirituals than uſual ; 
ſo draw, good Lord, and I will follow thee, 

In publick—-Why doth the Lord withhold the former and 
latter rain? There is a cauſe, Is it not for lukewarmneſs 
and formality in worſhip, ever hateful to God? N 

4 9 4 25» A 


N 
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Ah A'partia faſt-day, on account of the deſolations in the 


Cn, | f 
The apoſtacy is founded in unbelief, and in the inordinate 
love of the world. | 
We do not want numbers, but ſtrength, We have loved 
the world, .and. followed its cares and pleaſures too much, 
have built our own houſes, and neglected that of God. 
_ Riches, greatneſs, gratification of appetite in drinking, 
eating, ſleeping, hath wounded and weakened us greatly. 
God ſhewed me this my hour of temptation, even to the 
oſtentation of ſcience ; and that I muſt die daily to it, and 
follow after charity which edifieth. | 
What are the fins of the people now? Anſw. firſt, de- 
pendence on man, to which ſtate the curſe is annexed ; ſe- 
cond, love of the world, which is pronounced to be enmity 
with God; third, gluttony; fourth, forgetfulneſs of God, 
manifeſted in the prevailing negle& of the duties of the firſt 
table. O may I not be a partaker with them! 
26. Too moroſe, on a real provocation. 
A viſit to a faint, and a pilgrim. 1 
27. At meeting: The light of Iſrael ſhall be for a fi 
and his holy one for a flame,“ is fulfilled in my ſoul, bleſſed 
be the Lord, in the deſtruction of ſin, roat and branch. 
In my revelation, our revolters are captives, and ſo is every 
bad, 9 man z. nay ſuch a one is alſo blind, and in 
the preaching of this day, was pronounced mad; and ſo the 
wicked are captives, blind, and mad ; mad in preferring mo- 
Ned Pl ure to eternal ; blind as the Jews who knew 
t Chriſt. {I | 45 
ws” miniſter, in his return from his viſit, pronounceth the 
prevalence of corruption among us to be very great, and that 
we are become almoſt as bad as others, and almoſt as the ſalt 
which hath loſt its favour ; and his ſenſe is, that as we + 
rejected the calls of God, we ſhall be viſited in anotfier 
manner, even with a rod. 4 
'\ 2B. Soul, awake and tremble at the open and awful pro- 
fellion thou haſt made, in publiſhing liberty to the captives. 
1 have daily humbling evidences of my imperfections and 
ignorance in nature, and its unfathomable myſteries. | 
Senſible of an approaching diſſolution, and of this autumn 
of my life : I am now (bleſſed be the Lord!) chiefly em- 
lloyed in collecting and puting up my fruit into the publick _ 
torchouſe. | | | N 
29. Sinfully moroſe on flight provocation. 


3 
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1. In the country, more clearneſs in prayer. Elſe, an 
almoſt Chriſtleſs day by reaſon of worldly cares. 

2. The meeting ſilent, but luminous, being attended with 
an irradiation of a lively hope. | 
| 3: A notable æta to be recorded and preſerved : a 
viſit to the monthly-meetings throughout England: it was 
2 2 of Deuteronomy, or revival and freſh inculcation of 

w. 

4. Humbled under a ſenſe of my barrenneſs, my flow 
progreſs, and this diabolical ferocity not yet wholly ſubdued, 

5. Opened my monthly-retreat with the ſolemn, awful, 
dreadful, proſpect of my diſſolution, and judgment ſpeedily to 
come : Lord, without thy mercy I perith, | 

Come home to judgment now, good Lord, and let thy 
holy fire conſume this curſed remnant of feracity, and ſtrength- 
en my weakneſs, and fortify the inward man under the decay 
of the outward, to thy praiſe and glory, 
Not yet ſweetened enough in the government of my family. 
6. God is ſtill ſtriving inſtrumentally with carnal profeſ- 
ſors. O, what an honour is this done me, to be joined as a 
help-meet to thoſe inſtruments, whom, with my ſoul, God 
ſtrengthen | for we wreſtle with a powerful adverſary, the 
god of this. world. | | 
- At meeting, fire was almoſt extinguiſhed by drowſineſs. 

8. The advice of the elders (who viſited the monthly- 
meetings) to the youth, to dedicate their firſt fruits to the 
Lord, was humbling to me, who have dedicated my firſt 
fruits to myſelf, in * moral righteouſneſs; and durin 
the greateſt part of my life have failed in the firſt and greate 
command, „Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart; and even now it is dragging, up-hill work : ſurely, 
Jam as a ſnail in the Chriſtian race. Is it poſſible for thee, 
in ſuch juſt view of thyſelf, to be proud any more? To the 
mercy of God in Chriſt I fly for pardon and reconciliation, 
ina new and effectual turn of heart. 5 

9. A whiſper, that, as in the morning I ſpeak ſolemnly to 
my Lord, fo in my daily evening review of the day paſt, [ 


" ſhould allo ſpeak to him, though in few words. 


10. On a ſpiritual vifit—Some grounds for hope that God 
is viſiting the youth. Amen! 

Sowing to the ſpirit is watching and prayer. 4 

f ' 11. At 
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It. At meeting“ Let us beat our plough-ſhares into 
ſwords, and our pruning-hooks into ſpears,” was applied to 
me; even that my temporals muſt be given up, in order to 

rſue the ſpiritual warfare, and was accompliſhed this day, 
. 

A of praiſe a iving to the following pur- 
 poſe—l will praiſe thee, Lord, + Si — didſt not —— me off 

in the days of my forgetfulneſs of thee, even when nature 
prevailed over grace. | 

At meeting—ſtill to grow in the root is the point, even 
to get more of God's fear, more patience, and more 
heavenly-mindedneſs ! - | 
_, Ibid. An improvement on the precept of the apoſtle, « If 
any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of God: and ſo, if 
any man lack meekneſs and heavenly-mindedneſs, as I do, 
let him aſk it of Gd. | 
13. A rare rencounter: this day a prayer and two exhor- 
1 immediately aſter dinner, inſtead of wine and uſeleſs 
An inadvertence in the doſe of claret, previous to a certain 
viſit: * Thou ſhalt not drink wine nor ſtrong drink when 
| 2 goeſt to the tabernacle of the congregation,” ſaid the 
15, What, for the moſt part, are our prayers and exhor- 
tations, but holy ſtruggles of light with darkneſs, and of life 
with death? Surely, then, this is not our reſt. "4 | 

Wakened with a ſong of thankſgiving to the Lord, for the 
_ preſent favour of an aſſociation with real ſaints, in the work 

of exhortation from houſe to houſe, according to apoſtolick 

example, now languidly revived. 3s 
Very little ſatisfaction at our medical corporation: few la- 
bourers, verily, in this as well as the ſpiritual vineyard, 
although there is ample room for them in both. However, 
inflexible perſeverance is not without ſome ſolid advantage. 
17. A fruitful day in natural ſcience, God has enabled 
me to perfect the Treatiſe on Milk: and here ended the la- 
bours of twenty-five years of my faithful ſervant, whom God 
reward, and give me to prepare for the approaching end of my 
own labours : for, ſurely, God ſpeaketh in this event. 

In the above ſearch, the reſult, being the diſcovery of truths 
uſeful to my neighbours, was pleaſing, and a reward beyond 
that of any honour or profit attending. 


, 


I9. O thou old man, who art tottering on the brink of 
eternity, of what uſe is a magazine of either fame or money 
| | (two | 
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{two grand idols of the people) to thee ? Slacken then thy 
purſuits after bodily ſcience, and be no longer a fool. 
20. Four in the morning. Roſe at the Lord's drawin 
even upon an illapſe of light and truth in theſe words: « 1 ſee 
eternity juſt at the door, and. the earth and all its contents 
ſubjected and deſtined to conflagration. Why then ſo doating 
on natural ſcience? Why not more elevated to the glorious 
views of another and better country? Yea, my Maker is 
mine hyſband, and ſo ſhall be from this day forward, if he 
pleaſes. Amen: for all theſe things, and we alſo, with all 
that is and ſpecious among men, paſs away as a 
Dao. FO wy * * b 

There is a beautiful laconiſm in the * ſcriptures ; but 
many preachers and authors ſeem to think to be heard for their 
much ſpeaking and writing: but they bury their jewels in a 
deal of chaff. | : | 

22. To love and adore is our proper province, not to know 
much; for as to knowledge, we are mere putblinds both in 
naturals and ſpirituals. 

24. A church journey to a country meeting, and a fad, 
humbling accident: on a little ſhrub and water the head was 
affected ſo as to hurt my ſeryice in the viſit; an inadyer- 
tence; but it ſeemed that the Lord had mercy, for the reſt 
of the viſit was vigilantly performed. This is recorded as 
matter of caution to others. | 

I now ſaw clearly into the weight and importance of the 
office of an elder, even as equal'y laborious, and perhaps of 
more immediate uſe, than that of a miniſter; viz. in making 
- the application to individuals, | , 

27. A little hurry previous to the meeting hurts it. 

29. A feaſt, from which a more early departure had been 
better : thus is a ſting often annexed to the tail of a feaſt : 
furely, there is better company elſewhere. O, how hard 
to be in the world, and to be preſerved from the evils 
thereof 

I faw three or four of my neighbours gradually ſliding 
away from the holy cauſe, having not Sion, but their own 
houſes, chiefly in view. | 

Renounced a patient for the fake of the church- journey in 
view, 7 - 

zt. Viſited the fick on his death-bed in company, in a 
ſpiritual way, where, I doubt, my companion did not ad- 
miniſter wholeſome counſel, but rather flattered one who 
had been an idolater, God ſtrengthened me to add a little 

| ſupplement 
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ſupplement on that behalf: he alſo ſtrengthened me to give 
the preference of ſpirituals to temporals, in a joint expedition 
with a miniſter and elder. Wn, 


: k 4 
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3- Two pieces of glorious news from the kingdom of 
heaven : fr, An Indian Chief coming over to the Chriſtian 
religion, and renouncing war and: brandy. Second, Some 
ſoldiers become preachers. | | | 
5. Thirty minutes paſt five. O the ſpirit of gluttony and 
drunkenneſs amidſt what a ſuperficial world calls ſobriety : 
to eat and drink to live is the point: remember that nothing 
2 ſhall enter the holy city. Lord, I am as a beaſt be- 
ore thee. 


6. Thirty minutes paſt four. Opened my monthly-re- 


treat: roſe thus early on the Lord's drawings, in order to 


exerciſe a holy vigil. 


More vigh ce, to be exerciſed in compotation which 
are to be declined as much as poſſible. Remember thy 


Nation as an elder and viſitor, and tremble. 


At a ſilent meeting, preſſed. on to a growth in the life, 
the root, even the fear of the Lord, more than in words, 
which are but the branches, or rather leaves. I have been 
too top-heavy, and God is fweetly bringing me thus to ſhoot 
-more downwards indeed, | 

9. Diſmal hiſtories of immoralities among us: Lord, help 


us, as ſcourges, and let thy honour be maintained. 


10, God gave ſtability in the exerciſe of diſcipline. 
11. It is-no time for feaſting, but for mourning, for the 
ſtupidity, unbelief, and hardnels of heart prevailing, * 

12. Great joy and thankfylneſs on a view. of God's 
cious, unmerited goodneſs extended to me, and to nts. 
ciety in its preſent revolting ſtate. 

A nearer proſpect of the innumerable company of angels, 
and attraction to a more ſolid contempt of this like | 
16. The above illumination of being top-heavy, was 
confirmed, improved, and applied to my ſoul more cloſely, 
thus: © As a ſcribe, thou haſt been in this ſtate more in 


words than in life: it remains now, that thou ſhoot down- 


wards, and grow in the filial fear, and in ſubmiſſion, both 
actively and paſſively, to the divine will in all things.“ 
17. At a bleſled ſilent meeting: the maxims of this world 
are diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of Chriſt : for * ſays, 
| | iches 
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Riches are the main chance, and get money firſt, my ſon ; 
but Chriſt ſays, „ Firſt ſeck the kingdom of God and his 
righteouſneſs :”” but the world ſays, Seek it laſt ; which 
maxim has had too much place,” even in me. Lord, I repent. 

Do not meaſure thyſe by the wrong ſtandard, the prac- 
tice of others, v. g. in late-coming to meetin b 
God's witneſs in thy own boſom. ' 1 if 

18. At the. youth's meeting, dif my conſcience 
as an elder, in matters not properly the ſubjects of preaching. 

20. At a ſilent meeting, humbled under a ſenſe of fin, in 
being inadyertently taken up with temporals, which oc- 

caſioned my being belated there, for want of forecaſt and 
fear : Lord, increaſe my fear of thee. | 

22. Two papers of excommunication read : fo here are 
pruners ; but where are the wuterers, planters, and builders ? 
Anſw. Almoſt extint. Lord, raife up more. | 

The prophecy of Joel, of the effuſion of the fpirit upon 
ſons and daughters, viſibly accompliſhed among us, and 
this our — lory: awake, O my foul, to a grateful 
ſenſe of thy firitual ſituation, as in a ſouth-land favouring 
fertility. 

1 ſilent meeting, the ſleepers there an exer- 
ciſing ſcene; but I was graciouſly preſerved from the con- 

tagion of the times, and inſtant in prayer for a growth. 

28. The ſpiritual enemies are, firſt, An inordinate at- 
traction to natural ſcience ; ſecond, Iraſcibility not yet 
enough ſubdued  —- BP OF 

O the miſeries of my patients and brethren, in compa- 
* health, bleſſed be the Lord, and may it be im- 

roved. — 3 | 
E 30. The Lord is my ſong. A glimmering ſight of com- 
fort in the ſpiritual love of the brethren» + 5 
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1. At the ſchool-meeting, almoſt deſerted : my con- 
cern was deſpiſed. . God was my refuge and ſtrength on this 
occaſion, 

2. Forty-five minutes paſt five. The time of the ſinging 
of birds is come: thou haſt been looking at the *portenta of 
nature: God has now given thee to ſee miracles in grace: 
look to the late viſits of the miniſtry, ſucceeded by thoſe of 


* Signs, 
our 


the ſeed of the woman prevails, bl 


% 
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_ our-preſh to a backſlidin ion; and look 
ih cry, to generat or 


thyſe o art a. miracle of God's fingular bounty, 
long-forbearance, and poſitive unutterable love. 

6. Seven patients, moſtly pennyleſs. . 
7. O my languid faith and love: how many ſimple per- 


_  fons are advanced to much ſuperior degrees of both | 


God give a reliſh to ſerve the poor. | 
The men's meeting chiefly occupied in ſweeping kennels : 
bleſſed be God, who gave patience under the labour, and 
ſome degree of ſuffering: : | | 
Some of the children of Abraham are become children of 


the Devil: thus is the pride of families humbled ; and he 


that was laſt and leaſt ſhall be firſt and greateſt! and I truſt 
God will raiſe up ſome of low degree: 3 

9. Held the monthly- conference with my brother, to 
mutual improvement and conſolation, though not without 
cauſe of humiliation; nor can we ſay, we have no ſin: but 

elle be the Lord! 

What is the difference between the preſent and the former 
neration of Quakers? Anſw. They received truth in the 
ve of it, and'of choice; many of theſe have not received 


it of choice, but becauſe their anceſtors Teceived it : what 


wonder then that more heavenly fruits do not appear ? 

11. Forty-five minutes paſt five. A precious illumi- 
nation, with a degree of contrition, to the following pur- 
pole: A guard is neceſſary at the door of thy lips: the 
ancient Pfalmiſt wanted it, ſo doſt thou, with reſpect to 
what comes forth and what goes in. Lord, grant I may 
manifeſt my love, by my fear of thee, in eating, drinking, 
and ſpeaking. | 

12. Arrived four preſbyters on the viſit to our monthly- 
meetings, a wonder in grace, that God ſhould thus ftrive 
with an unworthy people. 8 

Lord, grant that all this ſeed ſown may be attended with 


ſome fruit among youths and aliens, fot thy own glory's 


e. | 
Many, even not of the loweſt rank, are often times 

rievouſly diſdppointed, even in an expectation that our youth 
ſhould enjoy their fathers virtues; who might have been 
better informed by the numerous inſtances in holy writ, of 
good fathers having bad children, and vice verſa; and from 
à maturer conſideration, that the very nature of the ſueceſſion 


to the ſpiritual inheritance is not by fleſh and blood, but 
in the ſpirit, and in the regeneration from another Father, 


Hence 


— 
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Hence no wonder that the children of the kingdom ſhould 
often be caſt out, and aliens fill up their places. 

In the mean time, here are many ignorant young ones 
who ſcarce know their right hand from their left : theſe are 
objects of compaſſion, and of inſtruction, ſay the Laodiceans 


O the zeal of the apoſtles in the infancy of the -day. 
Add alſo, the zeal of ſome of thy acquaintance, 2 
the ſeas to promote truth on I move in a low ſphere, 
indeed, yet would gladly borrow a little of their fire to light 
my dim taper. p 

16. A ſtruggle between grace and nature, wherein the 
firſt prevailed ; in the proſecution of dram-drinkers, in pre- 
ference to the * medela corporis. . 

18. _—_ wn foiled 1 7 | 

| he teſtimon inſt drun was ſupported and 
publiſhed, bleſſed de che Lord f : 

20. Some emotions of envy in a ſocial religious work : 
take them, Devil.— And Lord deſtroy even 8 
O the toils, travels, ſufferings in body and mind, and in- 
vineible — — of Paul the apoſtle, in laying the foun- 
dation of the converſion of us Heathens : but what are we 
now doing for ourſelves ? | 

21. A backbiting ſpirit, tending to render us, now weak, 
yet weaker, and finally to deſtroy us. | 

22. Two ſpiritual viſits, in order to proceed to an abſo- 


any neceſſary excommunication, in oppoſition to ſelf-in- 


, bleſſed be the Lord! 

23. A time of ſpending, not getting: Amen, It has its 
uſe in retirement, reading, and muſtering up collections for 
publick uſe. | 

24. To drink and to eat only to live, is a grand point. 

O, bleſſed be the Lord, for my ſituation among my bet- 
ters, whoſe degrees of faith, love, and zeal, are higher and 
living incentives to better ſpeed in the Chriſtian race. 

26. A ſweet triumphant hymn of praiſe-to God, from 
a miniſter returned from the work : for that He had covered 
his head in the day of battle, and ſubjected the uncircum- 
Ciſed, - | 
A troubleſome conference with a filly woman, who know- 
eth not the bridle to her tongue: and for want of that, my 
faithful, but weak ſocio was wounded, but not unto death, 


The cure of the body. 


27. Twelve 


Too be preſerved from the ev 
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27. Twelve pennyleſs patients. Ot] - 
5 The trumpet hath ſounded and reſounded. Shall we 
not prepare for the battle againſt the world, fleſh, and Devil ? 


Yes, ſurely ; but Lord, give the ſword and fhield, leſt we 


periſh in the engagement. | 

30. Forty-five minutes paſt five: A ſweet and elear acceſs 
to my Lord in this important and deep impreſſion: (Put 
thy fear in my heart, good Lord, even as an effect of thy 
love abounding : a fear, not of great fins only; but of little 


+ "ones, even the leaſt, O thou great Majeſty of heaven, 


Searcher of hearts, and Judge of quick and dead !” 
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2. Opens my monthly- retreat: ſixty-four years of thy 
life, 8 285 ſuppoſing thee to live to the fall age of many 
are paſt, | 

O my poverty in the fear of the Lord ! 

O my ftupid heart ! Lord, quicken and awaken, * _ 

5 that are in the world, while 
we are in the world, how hard is it? 5 | 
3. © Once were ye darkneſs, but now are ye light in the 
Lord,“ through the diyine blefling, happily experienced, 
thus: I ohce thought my heaven was here, but of late years 
I find it is not here; but ſee this world, and every thing ſpe- 
cious in it, in a far different light, and with an eye of con- 
tempt, bleſſed be the Lord. . 

10. Opens the national viſit, both to our men's meeting, 
women's meeting, and the general body, by elders from 
England. The preſbytery and miniſtry ſhone with ſplendour, 
5 ſurely, the feed ſown ſhall not be wholly loſt. This is 
the Lord's bounty, I will praiſe him. | 

God gave zeal and activity, to pave the way for à con- 
ference with our feeble meeting of miniſters and elders. 

Indeed, the mirror was held up yeſterday, even in the 
anſwer to the queries; and fo the fins of the people ſhewn, 
even from their own confeſſion, and the true origin thereof 
traced from the prevalence of a worldly ſpirit. wy 

Choler reigned this day ; and the Devil attended an emo- 
tion on a trifle. BE 

12. Held our monthly-conference, from whence it ap- 
peared, that my brother is got to the top of the ladder, even 


- fo far as to wiſh to be diſſolved and enjoy the beatifick 


viſion: God preſerve him! However, I thought we muſt 
* not 
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not build tabernacles in this mount, but deſcend and ſuffer 
with Chriſt our Captain, who was made perfect through ſuf- 
fering. I have ſuffered a little: Lord, ſupport under the 
reſidue. 

The comment on Romans vii. inftruQtiye, with re- 
card to the ſtruggle between the fleſh and ſpirit, even in the 
regenerate. | . 

14. Sing to the Lord a new ſong: he hath bleſſed m 
old-age in making me a witneſs to the prevalence of his 
kingdom in the hearts of a later generation; both of our fold 

17. A notable æra. God hath juſt now brought thee 
through one laborious natural work: now beware of any 
2 engagement during this ſhort ſpace between thee and 

eath. | 

18. Reprehended the infolence of my ſervant ; not by 
words, as uſual, but by ſtern filence. | | 

A diſmal account of jobbing in a my erected under the 
profeſſion of publick ſpirit: truth is fallen in the ſtreets: 
this is not thy reſt, nor the ſeat of thy conſolation. 

26. A proſpect of the death of my beſt human friend in 
the world, my brother: may this event, however, be ſo far 
bleſſed as to wean me yet more effectually from an attach- 
ment to this life, and every thing that is goodly and ſpecious 
in it. | 
Gaye up our charge as viſitors, and a lift of the viſited. 

27. I am perſuaded, from rational proſpects, that my race 
is near a concluſion : awake then to a holy contempt of the 
dedeits of this life. 

I am a criminal to whom the ſentence of death, the debt 
due from fin, is by an irreverſible decree deſtined : this ſen- 
tence is now executed upon my dear brother in the fleſh, 
and awaits me near. I have, indeed, ſome glimmering of 
hopes of a reſurrection by the ſecond Adam, even to a ſtate 
infaitely better than this. O my groveling ſoul, look up to 
* Jeſus, 

a 29. The work is too great: help is much wanted: Lord, 
raiſe up more labourers in doctrine and diſcipline, even for 
thy own glory's ſake. My aſſociate is immerſed in worldl 
cares, and the Demaſes are multiplying upon us ; Td, 

look down. | 25 

At the meeting of miniſters and elders, truth and love 
triumphed : it was a more ſearching, luminous, and melting 
time than uſual : thus is the communion of faints begun, a 

P pledge 


i concern 
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of our future happineſs, bleſſed be the Lord! I. 
pw ſpare 4 ſword, nor fire. exit 
30. Came early to meeting in man's ſight ; but late in 
ON: Lord, grant that the firſt may never be my 
The text, « Labour not for the meat that periſheth,” Viz. 


$0 little, that it ought not, muſt not, bear any proportion 


to the labour for the ſpiritual meat that nouriſheth up to 
eternal life. Here, methought, all we tradeſmen, li 

and illiberal, are defective ; for, ſurely, the proportion of 
care for the mere body bas univerſally had the pre-eminence : 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and particularly on us phyſicians, 
whoſe object is the body alone. Greater is the leaſt divine, 


man or woman, than the greateſt phyſiclan, even than Hip- 


pocrates. | 


ELeventau MonTH, 1762. 


1. A bleſſed and ſeaſonable recommendation, © It, is not 
an unavailing bemoaning of the deſolations of our Iſrael, but 
a fervency of ſpirit to repair: and this recommendation 
gn" ne animated by living examples, bleſſed be the 
r 
Temporals were this day abſorbed by ſpirituals, even in 
the care of ſouls, in preference to that of bodies. On the 
diſcharge of duty, the Devil was at my right-hand, prompt- - 
ing to pride : Lord, bruiſe him. * 0 
2. A ſweet call to the youth, and confirming to me in my 


. Surely, as Chrift died for the ungodly, ſo now in and 
by kis — the faithful miniſters, is be ſtriving with, 


. 
in Sion. | | 


A notable zra: the men's meeting's doors are laid open 
to all in unity, an event I have long wiſhed for. 

A ſweet whiſper and bright illumination at meeting, thus : 
& Surely, thou, who art on the grave's brink, wanteſt not 
fame : for it can be of little uſe to ſo ſhort-lived a crea- 


ture.” 


This day, in God's ſight, ate too much. 

4. News from the kingdom of hell: the apoſtolical pre- 
cept to women was, that they ſhould be keepers at home ; 
PEE TT Gans 200 55 ts cen 


_ A $PIRITUAL DIARY. ; 227 


ſiſt chiefly of gaming and promiſcuous converſation ; nor have 
they any ſpiritual ſongs among them. | 
Gs L Roe 00g F Bane led in the bn guedieal 
controverſy, Bleſſed be God, it is now over, and I reſolve 
now, by his hel 
— and with holy moderation, to the digeſting my paſt 
ions. 

7. Humbled under a ſenſe of ing towards tem- 
porals, whilſt the ſweet drawings of the Father's love ano- 
ther way are alſo felt, bleſſed be the Lord 

Aſternoon- meeting fleepy ; but light and truth broke 
through, and diſpelled the darkneſs. 

10, Held our monthly- conference: my brother hath got 
the ſtart of me with reſpect to freedom — anxiety about 
the concerns of this life: help, Lord, and I will, aſſuredly, 
follow him. . | 

12. At meeting: Lord, I do not love thee enough, be- 
ew Oo not fear thee enough : increaſe my love, increaſe 
m ” | | 

gs Behold the vaſtly more extenſive uſe and im 
of divinity than of phyſick : all men are ſoul- ſick; but very 
few, compared to the bulk, are bodily ſick. | 

17. Judas betrayed his maſter for thirty pieces of ſilver: 
and even thou, in every caſe wherein thou betrayeſt or 
balkeſt the holy teſtimony for any worldly advantage, art a 
kinſman in ſpirit to Judas. 

18. Our preſbytery above mentioned were endowed with 
divine wiſdom, not ſowing altogether among thorns, but la- 
bouring among the youth, and diſtant out-lying members, 
after the example of Chriſt, . 

0 ſtage of 

19. meeting {ſw ent, ing: a 
im Detection, 2 war, not of reſt. * | 

oo moroſe : Lord, ſweeten. 

21. Wandering thoughts at meeting. | 

In the evening, read Paul on the reſurrection; a glorious 
piece of news to purified ſouls ! | 

TEN one ag : Lord, preſerve, 
or . 

A holy dread of the world, fleſh, and Devil, and eſpecially 
of the firſt : Lord, give to retain this dread. 

It is a great reproach to us of the maſculine kind, that no 
prophets, in a manner, but one female only, and a foreigner, 
are continued to us, 

. P 2 26. We 


to devote the ſhort reſidue of my time © 
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26. We have religion without ceremony; but if we loſe 
the power, we are of all formal iſts the moſt contemptible. 
The meeting ſilent, but luminous. God gave reſolution 
to abandon temporals, in preference to ſpirituals. . 
27. Five o'clock.” Wakened with this ſweet illumination: 
Why are ſome of thy aſſociates better than thou? 
Anſw. Even in proportion to their faith: for they ſee. 
' Jeſus cloſe and near, I ſee him afar off: they are of the — 
with Chriſt, and ſo ſeek the things that are above, where 
Chriſt ſitteth. | i e | 
An enlargement of heart in prayer, and a little contrition 
in ſelf-contempt. | _ 
30. A curious ſpiritual anecdote :- the Moravian brethren 
not allowed to marry until previouſly married to Chriſt : 
and our friends, apoſtles to America, who performed that 
ſervice, previous to their marriage, were of the ſame ſpirit :- 
O my foul, how remote from theſe ! 
The review of my ſufferings and trial this laſt year, par- 
ticularly during the viſit, give ſome comfort and grateful 
ſenſe of a ſweet and ſecret ſupport, and triumph over them. 
A cloſe union with Chriſt, and more of an imitation of 
him, is the point in view. | 0m. 


* Twzetyen MonTtn, 1762. 
1. Lord, leflen the horrors of approaching death: ſearch | 
| . 


me, and ſpare me not. f 
; . Behold, this is a day of weaning from natural ſtudies— 
and, ſurely, ſome hope of a ſtate of far tranſcendent know- 
ledge, purity, and love ſubſiſts; even when, in the glorious 
language of holy writ, this mortal ſhall put on immortality, 
this natural ſhall be a ſpiritual body, and death ſhall be ſwa]- 
lowed up in victory. og 
3. At a ſilent meeting. The holy fire burnt ſtronger, in 
a lively hope that now is about to obtain a reverſe in my 
ſtate, even a turning of my world upſide down, 7. . nature 
and phyſick under, and heaven above. n 
I hope a little light ſhone to the ſervant in our converſe 
era may the light be ſet on the candleſtick in my little 
family , 
4+ "Thirty minutes paſt frve. Come foul, how goes on 
the work mentioned yeſterday ? | f 
Anſw. I feel the 3 of my own heart, and cry out, O 


my earthly- mindedneſs, and perpetual tendency to theſe | 
; | lower, 
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lower, corporeal objects. Lord, raiſe, or I periſh, Look 
at the cloud of witneſſes paſt and preſent: © And the ſpirit 
faith, Come, and the bride ſaith, Come.” 

5. Queſt. Where is the good or real benefit of thy ſilence 
in meetings ? * 

Anſw. I am a living rebuke to that ſpirit which faith, 
* there are no words, there is — worſhip: _— I 
am ſtrongly jealous, is the lan of not a few, but the 
believe ny tA, Lord, open — | 4 

This day both meetings were ſilent, yet to me luminous, 
bleſſed be the Lord! Vea four ſucceſſively were ſilent. 

The call ſeems to be now, as formerly, not to the great, 
and rich, and wiſe, and honoured among men; but rather to 
the poor and ignorant, ſuch as children, and, I add, thoſe in 
affliction, 1 
In Canaan's language, one babe in Chriſt is of more value 
than ten Ariſtotles. | 

8. Good Lord, I do not love thee enough. | 
10. A renewal of the concern, to get the world under, 
and heaven above. | 

11. A tremor in the eyes, diſabling from reading. 

At a feaſt, not a word of Chriſt, and, indeed, very little 
of him elſewhere. | 
12. At a ſilent meeting, a clear viſion of the tranſcendent 
. excellency of the heavenly, compared to the earthly, wiſ- 
dom; whilſt the objects of this laſt are ſtones and earths, 
and their diſtribution into claſſes ; thoſe of the laſt are men, 
and their diſtribution into their reſpective claſles, as lately 
by ſome of our miniſters. 

13. Lord Jeſus, how poorly is thy cauſe handled ! Raiſe 
up more and better defenders, and correct us all. * 

Wrote a long letter to a young miniſter, 

Lent ſpiritual books to two youths, | 

_ The meeting, was filent, but luminous, yet humbling, 

he object of phyſick is mortal; of divinity, immortal: 
ſo bring me down and keep in the valley of ſelf- contempt. 

19. Indulged on account of a cold, and was aſſaulted 
with a ſuggeſtion to ſtay from meeting; but the zeal of 
God's houſe drove me out, to good purpoſe. 

20. „ Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom :”” why 
then do we pamper it ? And, what has been the prevailing 
object of thy care and ſtudy theſe fiſteen years, but to ac- 
commodate the mere body, even in phyſick, and in food, 
drink, and clothing ? This, aſſuredly, has been the chief 

| P 3 object 
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object of thy care and ſtudy, Lord, I am abaſhed, but not 
enough. Shall pride ever enter any more? Surely, nay. 
Now doth,God call at the eleventh hour or later, loudly, 
even to this purpoſe: Beware, beware, thou negligent ſer- 
vant, of ſurfeiting, drunkenneſs, and the ſpirit of it, and the 
cares of this life, how, ſpecious ſoever, More abſtinence, leſs 
ſtudy of nature, more of grace, and adorning the inward man: 
leſt thou be caſt out from God's holy preſence for ever. I 
fear, but not 22 becauſe I do not love God enough. 
21. I will fink down into my own littleneſs and enen, 
in remembrance of the long ſeries of my ſpiritual idolatry in 
my groveling tendency to the ſtudy 'of terreſtrial matters ; 
and in comparing myſelf to thoſe burning and ſhining lights 


which God hath ſent among us, to my view and obſervation, 
devoted principally to the promotion of Chriſtianity in the 


power and ſpirit of it. Lord, let me be a ſervant of theſe, 
OO or of the meaneſt office, ſo it be in thy 
ouſe. ne” 
At a ſilent meeting: awaken, for the * — cometh: 
I fee, indeed, many careleſs: but even this bad example ſhall, 
I hope, be a means of ſtirring me up, as ſhewing the ne- 
ceſſity of the reverſe diſpoſition. 
Performed a viſit to a poor faint and patient, who in a 
vate (and 8 but merely praying) ſtation hath 
n inſtrumental to turn many to righteouſneſs, in a ſignal 
manner. | 4 
CORINNE pe Rant antating. | If 
y dear brother S. departed this life the firſt of this month: 
now remain only two out of fix: my turn is probably the 


1 


next, and ſpeedy: Lord, ſanctify this event, and let it pierce 


my heart more deeply. | 
26. After meeting much talk hurts and hinders the ſeed 
whether by Chriſt himſelf, or his, miniſters, from 


ſown, 
. root, or proſpering to that degree, as, if cheriſhed / by 


filence, it would do. 
28. Attended a burial, on principle, where I trod on the 
graves of ſeveral of my aſſociates. Surely, the fight of one 


- corps is a ſtronger argument than any words can poſſibly be; 


even of thy own mortality, and of the neceſſity of a prepa- 
ration for it. | 


8. S. deceaſed at a very ſhort warning, not with the in- 


dulgence granted to me. 
30. Soul, awake, and view the ſtate of the church, and 
ſee if there be cauſe of joy ; or whether it be moſt ſeaſonable 
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now to feaſt or to faſt : for, indeed, the ſtars are dragged 
from the heavens : and our heavens are as braſs, and our 
r 


took the thoſe of 
dey the groce-ftdle lead of nature, 


Fuer EF 1763. 
Opens my monthly retreat, being the Loth year of my 


3 nee meeting was held ; I could do no more than 
pra for _ L — be with thy faithful few, 
he query was, What lack I yet? 

Anſw. More patience ; for ſtill I am a little brittle : alſo 
more heavenly-mindedneſs, being ever groveling towards 
earthly ſcience, notwithſtanding the loud calls to the hea» 
venly : Lord, raiſe, leſt I periſh. Increaſe my love and faith, 
Give à contempt of this life, Why ſo fond of it? 

2. A great languor appears in our ſlack gathering: alſo, 
I ſee no perfection, but the reverſe, in my qQwn nature; and 
abundant cauſe for humiliation and ſelf· contempt. 

A dull view of the ſtate of profeſſors and profane, and an 
humble hope of better Company! for ſurely this is not what 
9 deſigned us for: O Lord, prepare, 

4 Come out of Babylon faid the Lord; and furely 

now he alſo ſaith, Come out of the world and its ſpirit ; 
— a like participation of the plagues is annexed to a. par- 
ticipation of the pleaſures of both: beware not _ glut- 
tony and drunkenneſs, but even of the ſpirit of it, pub- 
— rivate ; leſt thou be caſt into the ſea again (as in 


the day of deciſion. 
crowd of bai impends ; take care that J be not 
uin K. 


7. Behold the ſpirit of the wor and defpiſe it ; it greaſes 
the fat fow on the breech but neglects the lean one. 

At a filent meeting on, and view the dark fide of the 
world; for it is neceſſary to do this often, in order to be 
preſerved from the allurements of it. In our medical pro- 
feſſion, the old, and thoſe whom we call lucky, are over- 
loaded beyond their powers; whilſt others are deploring their 
fate in having nothing to do. 

Again, behold their caprice in their eſteem of a man : how 
precarious, how ill-founded ! He, that was an angel this 
year, may chance to be a devil the next, 


P 4 dal. 
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Sol. It was clear to me this day, that as ſure as the herdſ- 


man talketh of bullocks, ſo dath the ſpiritual. man of ſpi- 
ritual things; and that, as we are profoundly ſilent in theſe, 


ſo we are a worldly-minded people: But what then? Sow 


mot among thorns, but rather among children, THE 


8. Phyſick ſwallowed up divinity : ſee what a multitude 
of buſineſs does : it calls off from worſhip, and from quiet 
contemplation in the repoſe proper to old age : and, a 

What is the upſhot of all theſe labours? Not one whit 
more than propping up a tottering fabrick, deſtined to the 
worms, | : ; 

12. Held our monthly conference. We are not quite free 
from preſent fin and infirmity, which is our grief and bur- 
den ; and the remembrance of paſt fins is imbittering and 
humbling, notwithſtanding our aſſurance of pardon. f 

14. I ſee my betters in the ſpiritual houſe, even quite ſu- 

rior in a holy activity in publick prayer and preaching, 

eights to which I cannot aſcend : ſuffice it to me to be a 
door-keeper, or at moſt a ſcribe : but behold the ſtratagem 
of the enemy; © Jack would be a gentleman,” or out of pro- 
per talent and character, and ſo mars all: hence the many 
abuſes and perverſions of talents. 

15. Impends much buſineſs : Lord, preſerve, I fly alittle 


from the ſnare. N 


Phyſick and feaſting well nigh abſorbed the day, and ſo it 


proved an almoſt unchriſtian one, | 
It is now high time to be ripened for glory, as the corn 
for the granary, by the ſun of God's love, and by the wind 
of his chaſtiſements. 


A hard, but ſucceſsful, ſtruggle to get to both meetings: 
the firſt was animated by the miniſtry, and prayers of my old 
friend ; the ſecond was filent, but luminous. c 

O for more of the love of God ! O my leanneſs! | 

17. An agreeable account of ſome progreſs of a heaxt- 
work in the county of Wicklow: two ringleaders of mobs 
convicted in their conſciences, and flying from temptation. 

19. Fourteen patients abſorbed my matin : which 1 re- 
covered in part in the evening, to my great conſolation, in 
the hiſtory of the progreſs of the goſpel in America. 


21. O my barrenneſs on a late rencounter with a revolter ! 


God gave an opportunity after. 


Sttruggled hard, and got ſeaſonably to meeting: ſaw the 
evil ee of late coming: it encourages and multiplies the 
ſame evil 192 and is a robbery of God. A ſweet, 
luminous, ſilent meeting. 


, A clcar 


LY 
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A clear viſion of this life, even a far more contemptible 
view of it, than in the days of my ignorance, even as a ſtage 
of temptations and great dangers. 
| Todyell with God is the point: but, how can this be, 
without an entire union of my will to his ? 

23. Lord, make me more ſpiritual in my converſe, and 
cauſe my light to ſhine therein more than ever it has done. 

Left my temporals behind for Sion's ſake. 

26. How brittle yeſterday, on an unſeaſonable call, and 
hunger ! Where is — ? 

Anſw. With the Lord. Lord, pity and pardon. 

28. A clear viſion, at a filent-meeting, of my long neglect 
of Chriſt, and that it is mere mercy that can ſave me. 
God is now ſweetly, though flowly, drawing to a higher 
degree, than in my Addreſs to the Captives, which was meat 
for babes; but the view of heaven is come nearer and clearer, 
and more moving ; and truly it is more than high time it 
ſhould be fo: and, ſurely, ſurely, there muſt be a better 
country than this. | 


Through the ſame divine goodneſs was I brought to 
a degree of contempt of this life, even as a ſtage of fins, im- 


EG, temptations, dangers, labours and afflictions: 
Lord, ſupport and proſper. 

29. I am indeed an object of God's ſingular long forbear- 
ance extended to theſe my declining days; having not been 
cut off in the time of idolatry and ignorance, when mere 
body was the grand and — ſubject of my care; whilſt 
the ſoul lay uncultivated, and the ſuperior excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus lay buried under natural ſtudies z 
whoſe end is the mere body deſtined to deſtruction, and 
for ever excluded the kingdom of God. Awake then, O my 
ſoul, and fly upwards on the wings of faith and love. 

On the ſtudy of foſſils. 

The age is greatly improving in their inveſtigation of na- 


ture's works; and myſteries buried for ages are now diſ- 


covered, and the clouds of ſuperſtition and ignorance are 
vaniſhing: there is a moſt entertaining variety and regu- 
larity in theſe terreſtrial productions, and the divine power 
and wiſdom is ſeen here : but is it not ſeen much more in 
grace? 

The prayer of my heart now reigning is, that heaven may 
be above (in my view) even above earth and eartaly ſtudies 
and concerns. | 


SECOND 


n 


r 
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- SECOND 'MoNTH, 1763. 
1. Opens my month ens rien. 
O my upid heart ' 2 no more weaned from this life, 
—— on the brink of eternity? Lord, give a heart 
e111, g 6 
More heavenly-mindedneſs, more meekneſs, and more 
temperance is wanted, . 
2. O what a large harveſt in the large body of youth ! but 
where are the labourers ? | 
Diſcharged my conſcience to ſome of theſe faithfully ; but 
was buffeted by the power of darkneſs all the day after, 
ompting to pride. d, ſend forth more and better la- 
rs. 


6. My patience was overcome on an occaſion when fa- 
tigued and hungry. Here is an alloy of fin : Lord, pity and 


* 7. K 2 ſurmiſe broached, which diſturbed me a 
good deal; but God gave the philoſopher's ſtone, turning it 
into a bleſſing, | 

9. Sixteen patients abſorbed my matin ; but I redeemed 
my time in the evening, in reading a comment on the New 
Teſtament z on which occaſion there appeared too much 

round for this awful ſuſpicion, viz. Surely, ſurely, there are 

t few real believers in Chriſt in the world. ors 

A good deal of work, in reviewing and digeſting the la- 
bours of my youth. bo 

11. I had the honour of being the firſt that aſſembled, and 
—— I was brought to what is beyond 
words. 

A Goſpel call, from a dear ſiſter, to the diſperſed of Judah. 
Truly the goodneſs of God to an unworthy people is beyond 
human com nſion. | | 

O che folly and wickedneſs of the world, both plebeians 
and patricians : here I am labouring at the medical oar, but 
they will not affiſt ; but every one flies to his gains from his 
quarter: Lord, look down. 3 

14. A weighty and pertinent exhortation to a circumſpect 
conduct in our families. O may this be the happy æra on 
which all moroſeneſs may be exterminated from my borders | 

A whiſper, that as I am now contemplating the ſeaſons 
and bodily diſeaſes, there is a ſubje& of infinitely more ime 

: portance, 
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portance, even the effects of the ſeaſons on the manners of 
men, viz. The preſent calm of eaſe and riches. is attended 
with forgetfulneſs of God: alſo, the effects of the inordinate 
purſuit of natural ſcience, even leading to a neglect of Chriſt 
as Chriſt, and the myſteries of the kingdom, the knowledge 
of God in Chriſt in ourſelves, and for ourſelves : and if Chriſt 
be thy Lord, ſee that thou obey him: his precepts are plain, 
but O how broad, how extenſive, how hard to fleſh and 
blood! Lord, fend forth thy light and thy truth, and thy con- 
ſuming fire. 

View not only the celeſtial teſtimony to the ' incarnation 
of the Son of God, and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt in fire 
on the apoſtles, but view alſo the glorious goſpel light, break- 
ing forth. from amidſt a Babyloniſh darkneſs. Theſe phaz- 
nomena are to be ſolved no. other way, than by the love of 
God in Chriſt. O, how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect fo 
ſalvation; and thou in particular, who art favoured with a 
cloud of witneſſes? | 

Grace triumphed, in giving the preference of ſpiritual to 
natural ſtudies. a 

15. Too late at meeting in God's eſtimation, though not 
in man's. 

Too moroſe in the evening: O indwelling corruption! 
Look up to Jeſus, and view him in his heavenly pattern of 
meekneſs and lowneſs. Is not he the vine? But am I a 
branch, yea, or nay ? Cloſe work ! who ſhall ſtand this teſt ? 
To God's mercy in Chriſt I fly, but will {till continue, not _ 

to indulge, but fight againſt, every remnant of fin and cor- 
ruption. 

18. A ſweet time, firſt in an internal ſong of praiſe, heard 
by the Eternal only, for enlightening and enlivening my old 
age. Secondly, in a ſweet and pertinent miniſtry, breathing 
forth a ſymphonick ſound, with a ſpirit of humility and true 
brotherly regard to one another, and to their predeceſſors. 

5 19. 6 news of the revival of Chriſtian diſcipline in 
riſtol. ; | 
20. At afternoon meeting, heavy to ſleep, but the fire of 

the altar not out. | 

21. Pointing to Chriſt, and not to themſelves, remains to 
he the peculiar beauty and glory gf our miniſtry. - 

25. At a ſilent meeting; a day of renewal of love in 
weaning from this world, and particularly from the inordinate 
love of natural ſcience ; and, after all, to know much, is not 
thy province, but chiefly to love and adore. | 

| 27. Holy 
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27. Holy vigilance is the point in which I yet greatly fail; 
bebdla, — of the precept, What — 
you, I fay unto all, Watch. | 
28. Thirty minutes paſt three. Wakened with a bright 
irradiation in a view of this paſſage : © I go to prepare a place 
for you, that where I am, ye may be alſo:“ and roſe im- 
- mediately to worſhip. | | 


Tun MonTH, 1763. 


1. I do not love the Lord enough, becauſe I do not fear 
him enough, particularly in eating and drinking: Lord, in- 
creaſe my love, and wean me from the world more, and par- 
ticularly from the ſpecious glitterings of natural ſcience. 

3. The hope of heaven is the ſupport, refuge, and com- 
fort of old age; here the Chriſtian ſhines beyond the Heathen ; 
and Chriſt Jeſus beyond all their gods: clothe us, Lord, 
with the proper robes, and then come when thou pleaſeft.. 
8 bleſſed ſilent * with ſweet drawings of the 

Father's love; and fervent deſire that he will lift up his ſpirit 
as a ſtandard againſt the inundation of worldly riches and 
plory from which I fly: aſſiſt and direct my flight, good 

ord. | ' 


5. Divers croſs events, to which my patience did not riſe 
Uate. N * | | 
6. Got to both meetings with a hard ſtruggle : the after- 


noon was ſilent, but the fire was on the altar. 13 
Behold the ſnares laid in fame and friendſhip. Lord, 
preſerve, or I ſhall be catched, for I am very weak. 
A ſimple woman, who is a faithful heavenly-minded diſ- 
cCiple, I preſer before myſelf, | . 
D 3 Held our monthly conference, which gave me a juſt 
and humbling ſenſe of myſelf thus: we ſtill continue in a 
ſtate of warfare ; we have ſome lively ſallies of faith ſome- 
times, he to a degree of tranſport, [ in a-ſoberer way : he 
takes more pains-than I, and has a far greater advantage in 
my communion of ſaints, of which I have but a very fall 
are. 1 4 
13. Soul, cheer up: thqu art the object of envy and ma- 
lice, both in the natural and ſpiritual world; theſe are appen- 
dages of real merit; God ſanctify, and give patience and 
long torbearance. | | | | 
i 2 a 


At 
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At meeting A clear viſion of my moral righteouſneſs 
as r rags, my natural ſtudies having been contaminated 
by pride. ; 

What lack I yet? 

Anſw. More meekneſs, and more heavenly-mindedneſs, to 
be the diſtinguiſhing beauties of my old age. | 

16. A viſt from a penitent, awakened by the miniſtry of 
S. F. Lent him a book. a 

O, what light is diffuſed through theſe countries by Law's 
Spirit of Prayer, or Prayer of the Heart; deſcribed and mag- 
nified by that author, according to its dignity z and fo remark- 
ably 28 iu this deſpiſed people, among whom my lot 
is caſt | a 

18. The meeting ſilent, but ſweet. | dg 

20. In heavineſs yeſterday, on account of the puiſſance of 

my ſpiritual enemies, among which the fleſh appears the 
moſt dangerous, being inſeparable. O the ſpirit of drunken- 
neſs and gluttony ! It muſt be ſlain yet effectually: fo lay it, 
good Lord: let thine axe, indeed, be laid to the root of the 
tree. 
Sol. Falling into converſation immediately after meeting 
hurts; and ſo do our neu- faſhioned committees after meeting: 
O the many avenues open to hurt the precious ſeed that may 
have been ſown | Soul, awake: it is a dangerous time. 

23. World, I deſpiſe thee : our feaſts are mingled with 
gall, our diſputations manifeſt our errors, and the various 
opinions of men in naturals and ſpirituals ſhew the ſea of 
uncertainties, and the “ mobile vulgus, both great and ſmall, - 
in the language of ſcripture compared to waters : look up 
then, above all, to the glorious hope of the goſpel, the hap- 
pier regions prepared for them whoſe robes ſhall have been 
waſhed. | 


27. Not enough quickened to contempt of this world : 
not enough.pierced by the late loud calls of Providence in the 
late deaths of my brother, and old faithful ſervant. 

Who more weak, more ſtupid than 17 


28. A ſong in the night. 
30. Anecdete in the Devil's hiſtory : that markets are 


frequently held on the firſt day of the week, and ſhops open, 
in many parts of this f Inſula Sanctorum. 


The changeable multitude. 
+ Iſland of aints. þ 


FoukTH 


night cry 
: Be 


L 
| 
3 
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i 
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- 3. *Solus in the gallery, and deſerted in ſpirit ſo far, that 
I was tempted to leave the place; yet ſtill prayer was made, 
but under great weakneſs and oppreſſion. A cloudy atmoſ- 
phere had a ſhare in this matter, | 

The afternoon ſilent, but very ſweet in the attraction of 
the Father's love to objects above fleſh and blood; even the 
decking the inward man, and adorning it as a bride for the 
bridegroom, that there may be nothing in my will which 
may in any degree claſh with his; and let the haſtening mid- 
ſtr up to get more oil in the lamp. 

4. Be not caſt down, O my ſoul; remember who ſteers 
the ſhip: thou haſt ſeen his wiſdom, goodneſs, and power 
in nature, and in grace alſo: he ſeeth the worſt ſtate, as 
well as the beſt, and undoubtedly all things ſhall terminate 
to his glory: put thy truſt in him, who knoweth them that 
are, and that are not, his. The riſe and fall of ſocieties, 
though myſteries to us, are not ſo to him. Keep faithful, as 
much as poſſible, to thy preſent high profeſſion, even as one 
of the ſelect, and diſtinguiſhed as ſuch by a habit and ſpeech 
peculiar, hung out to the world. 

5. God gave zeal and diſcretion, in ſupporting Chriſtian 
diſcipline. 4 

8. Soul, awake: the world ſmiles on thee, but there is 
he >; yan in this look: O Lord, help, or I ſhall. be be- 

ut | | 
of 12. A clear viſion of my effectual converſion from nature 
to grace, eſpecially ſince my viſitation A. D. 1754; and 
ſang to the Lord on that account: but this was added; ſanc- 
eification is a gradual work, and not yet completed: Lord, 
finiſh it, even in eating, drinking, and ſtudying z all;to be 
conſecrated to thy glory ! oF 

A diſtreſſing filent meeting, through ſickneſs diſabling me 


from fixing my attention. 


13. A ſpiritual anecdote, A certain fpiritual phyſician 
kept journals of his foul-ſick patients, in the ſame manner as 
I do of the bodily fick, and to ſolid advantage: O what a 
pygmy am I ! Greater is the leaſt in the kingdom than I. 


* Alone. 


Lord, 
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Lord, wean from nature and its deceitful beauties, and lift 
up to thoſe of grace, yet more and more. 

14. I cannot quit my phyſical and go on 
with the miniſtry : I muſt move in a lower ſphere. _ s 
On reading a miſſionary's labours among the Indians—a 
fine contraſt of the glory of the Chriſtian religioa compared 

to that of the Pagans. 

15. Bleſſed be the Lord for the communion of ſaints upon 
earth, in this ſingle inſtance !: one of thoſe I have the honour 
of converſing with, chuſes diſſolution, and to be with Chriſt. 
day, ad J of thee ee U UA 

$ a C1 : an 
ſerve from pride, raſhneſs, and precipitancy. | [420 

A vexatious, unſeaſonable call: 2 it, bleſſed be 
the Lord, although with muttering. 

17. The firſt meeting was luminous, the ſecond moſtly 
dark, deſerted, and uncomfortable, both moſtly filent. 

18. Hear the voice of God in the two late deaths in one 
houſe : ſaying, © Ye have no continuing city here.“ 

20» Sick of the world in church and ſtate. Surely there 
mult be a better: Lord, give a meetneſs for that better aſſo- 
_ Mean time faith muſt be tried, and patience exer- 

21. Inadvertency, in the abſurdity of theeing, contrary to 
my own doctrine. | - 

22. At a filent meeting, was in the mount of communion 
with God. All natural knowledge ſhall be deſpiſed as droſs 
and dung, in compariſon of the knowledge of God in Chriſt. 
O thou pitiful, . mortal, who art buſying thyſelf with 
the epidemick diſeaſes of the body ; and, moſt of thy life, haſt 
made them thy principal, reigning object; negleRing the ſpiri- 
tual epidemick diſeaſe of unbelief in Chriſt, which has had a 
far greater ſpread than any bodily diſeaſe ever had ! The leaſt 
child in grace and faith in Chriſt is nearer the kingdom 
than thou. But I will follow thee, fo Lord help. 

In the mean time the following providences, even ſpecial 

ovidences, and divers of them unſought for, appeared ; as 

gnal favours, tending to my awakening, and to the pro- 
moting my Chriſtian progreſs, viz. ' 
F il. ho guided the hand of that pious lady, who ſup- 
ploy me and other phyſicians of the city with the printed 
vidences of the Chriſtian Religion, in order to our con- 
viction as unbelievers ; or mine, at leaſt, as a weak heliever ? 

Second. Who guided that hand, that without charges ſup- 

plied me with divers illuminating comments on the Old Lage 
, " ew 


: 82 
* 
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New. Teſtament, to the enamouring my heart with toſs” 


_ - writings in the juſt preference of them to all others? And, 


Third. Who guided that hand, that preſented me with the 
hiſtorical collection of the ſucceſs of the goſpel, in the revival 
of vital Chriſtianity among abſolute heathens; and Chriſtian _ 


| heathens? | 


All theſe were ſignal favours done me. 
23. Behold medicine exerciſed even with the utmoſt ſuc- 


ceſs :- it is only protracting the doom of the patient for a little 


while ; for the irreverſible decree is, 'I'hou ſhalt die.“ 
24. Viſited a country meeting with a miniſter, who, know- _ 
ing his buſinefs, declines any viſit, or much converſe; before 
meeting. : | 
25. The miniſter ſhohe at meeting, and I held up his 
hands as an elder. | f 
Thither I fled from patients, but they followed me: this 
was irkſome, but I ſubmitted with a little reluctance. | 
27. Purſued the index to my foſſils, wherein abundant 


labour appears: God gave temperance, and a reſolution no 


longer to collect, but to digeſt: the night haſtening. 8 
28. O my ſtupid heart! Looked back on occaſion of 


| ſhifting my lodging, wherein I ſpent twenty-ſix years, which 


are but as yeſterday ; and ſuch will be the remainder allotted 
thee, even the bounds of thy habitation, - known to. God 
only: whom therefore I worſhip, and ſay, „O give to re- 
deem the time, of which ſo much has been devoted to nature, 


ſo little to grace!” 


- Behold, the world is under thy feet: thou haſt no need of 
anxiety aſter its treaſures. Lord, keep me modeſt and humble. 
Prevent precipitancy and rah judgment in things natural. 


185 I his day was the nail hit upon the head in the ſolid, 
a 


denying miniſtry, in driving the. hearers home to God's 
gift in themſclves, the peculiar glory of the faithful miniſtry 
among us; and withal, a rough admonition, in drawing a 
parallel between the Athenians and us, as ſeekers after 
novelties. 
This was ſeconded by his fellow-labourer, in a truly per- 
tinent application of that text, © Ceaſe from man, whoſe 


breath is in his noſtrils; ” and I was thankful that my God had 


brought me to this happy ſtate at our meetings, even of de- 
pending on God alone. I 


FirTa * 


— 
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1. Divers living inſtances of babes in grace, incentives to 
higher degrees of love and zeal, who, much earlier in life, 
have ipped God as God, even as ſupreme, making 
their temporals give way to fpirituals, ſo as to have bur little 
thought of the firſt in compariſon of the laſt. / 

Again, though the many deſpiſe the calls of grace; and the 
peculiar privileges of our Sion, yet God, even thy God, hath 
given thee a heart to prize them: adored be his ſingular and 
unmerited goodneſs. | 

Satan prompts to ſpiritual pride: I bid him match off, and 
take it to himſelf. | 
Ihe itinerant viſiters and miniſters are burning and ſhining 

lights, in abundant mercy, ſent to awaken an indolent, un- 


worthy e. 


2. My — in the Chriſtian journey has been ſnail- like. 


3. Spoke a word of encouragement to my brethren elders, 


from a cordial ſenſe of the favours beſtowed on us at this and 


the laſt meeting; but Satan buffeted me afterwards. 

A ſweet, bleſſed day; and the meeting of miniſters and 
elders was crowned with divine wiſdom and goodneſs, and a 
holy ſervour. 

7. A qualm at meeting from indigeſtion ; thence inſtability 
in thought, and the meeting ſcarce of any profit to me; but 
the afternoon ſweetly ſupplied the defects of the forenoon, in 
a ſong of praiſe and ſweet intercourſe with my Maker. 

9. Content, joyous, and cheerful, with a ſweet ſenſe of 
the love of God in Chriſt. n , 
| Belated at meeting, after a vigorous ſtruggle for the con- 
trary : family religion was there righteouſly recommended. 

11. The glory is not yet departed from our Iſrael, nor the 
flaming fire from the lips of our miniſters, nor the ſpirit of 
love and wiſdom from our elders, in regard to Chriſtian 
diſcipline. | 

Behold, death and eternity, and a doom juſt and impartial, 
are at the door: Lord, be merciful, or I periſh, 

What lack I yet? More heavenly- mindedneſs, I am ſure ; 
and more contempt of natural icience, in compariſon of the 
ſpiritual. | 
Still groveling towards the concerns of fleſh and blood, 
until by a holy violence I be lifted up to thoſe of the ſpirit. 
Shall ſuch a'one be proud ? 1 8 

We”, Q Held 
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Held our monthly conference: I hope we are growing in 
grace and the love of God, but ftill not without temptations 
and infirmities; and I not without fin, and abundant reaſon 
for crying out for mercy. . 

- O. the induſtry of the members of a certain ſociety ! but, 


, 


O our idlemels | He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſpar- 
* A ſweet glimmering proſpect, that God is opening to 
me a new path, in occaſional viſits to penitents and others. 
By qi me be joined with the few yet alive in theſe degenerate 


15 I ſaw the infidelity of the age I live in, of which I 
have alſo partaken; but am now, by the ſpecial grace of God, 
emerging, I ay, even from infidelity in Chriſt, and likewiſe 
inſidelity with reſpect to the agency of evil ſpirits: for, 
as to the laſt, I now believe it, from the many ſpiritual buf- 
. fetings which I underwent of late, to which, in the days of 

leſs fervour and trial, I was a ſtranger. 

The morning meeting ſhocking, with ſickneſs, and the 
fumes of indigeſtion ; however, I fat it with a degree of 
_ reſignation; and the afternoon was much better. 

16. Lord, if I be not a knife among the utenſils of the ſpiritual 
bouſe, make me a whetſtone, and carry on to occaſional viſits ! 

20. A continued ſtruggle between John the Naturaliſt and 

ohn the Divine: in the laſt reſpect, many a filly woman is 

fore me, yea, far before me. | 5. | 

A bleſſed ſilent meeting, in a viſion of the glory of this 
golpel-day, in a cloſe view of impending eternity, and the 

weet hope of a happy one, with a voluntary renunciation of 
the world, and all anxiety about medical buſineſs : for, indeed, 
what am I but one of the few odd ones, efcaped from the 
grave longer than uſual? I therefore retire by degrees to the 
country. NE 

27. Soul, awake: thou haſt viſited periodically, now viſit 
9 thou haſt invited the rich, now invite the poor; 
for the rich have too generally refaſed : Lord, help, and raiſe 
up thoſe of low degree, and faithful labourers, even for thy 
own glory's ſake. V 

Something of a ſeeming impulſe to go down into the valley, 
in a holy heavenly exe rciſe of viſits to the children, the weak 
and fooliſh, the poor, and even groſs ſinners : remember 
that the call formerly was not to many mighty, many rich or 
noble, but to the poor: and that the Lord himſelf hath pro- 
nounced, that it is difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom, 
and that it is unſucceſsful to ſow among thorns. 

2 Afternoon 
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Afternoon meeting extremely dull: ſleep beſet me; but 
light and truth triumphed in the ſequel. | | 
28, A ſweet luminous proſpect of the heavenly Canaan : 
reſolved to be ſtill more retired from the concerns of fleſh 
and blood, fo long, ſo predominantly purſued, in the paths of 
an unjuſtifying moral, not evangelical, righteouſneſs, and to 
aſſociate more with the heavenly few. "rtf 
A bright morning, but a dark evening: drank too much 
inadvertently, which ſpoiled my 1 duty. I will go down 
to the fountain, and waſh before I © i Lark forgive this 
treſpaſs upon thy altar. All this proceeds from a defect in my 
love of God; for more of this would have produced more 
fear, even of that fear which is a fountain of lite to preſerve 
from the ſnares of death. | 
20. My morning and evening meetings, as of late, were 
diſtreſſed with reſtleſſneſs ; but God's adorable goodneſs was 
diſplayed in the miniſtry of a woman raiſed up from among 
ourſelves: the call was eſpecially to youth ; but the axe was 
laid to the root of the tree in theſe words, applicable to the 
elders, whoſe portion is this earth: © Ye are taken up with 
other lovers.” ; | 
A ſpiritual viſit to a penitent, with counſel and prayer 
for him, well received. | 


S1xTH MonTH, 1763. 


rx. Held our monthly conference: we hope we grow jn 
grace yet not without infirmities, and an alloy of fin, which 

gives us hearts to deplore. | 

The youth's meeting was ſweetly conducted in the miniſtry 
of a woman. Scarce any Fathers, Aarons, or Hurs, to hold 
up the hands of Moſes : Lord, pity and bleſs the youth ; for 
this day's work gave proof of thy loving them with a love far 
beyond human fathom. 

2. Still more patience and more temperance are wanting : 
Lord, give them. | 

Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, that in theſe degenerate days 
he is raiſing up and preſerving a faithful miniſtry, even of a 
younger generation, though thinly ſown: but ſurely we are 
not worthy, even of this, | 

Performed three church viſits on the diſcipline proper to 
tythe-payers; in which the waters of jealouſy were admi- 
niſtered weakly, meekly, but, I hope, faithfully, * 

. Q 2 rs 


ped in ſi 
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2 A'viſit to a poor ſpiritual tyro, in a ſpirit of mee 


ove, | | | 
8. From felf-conceit, from haſty concluſions, from the 
ſpirit of drunkenneſs and gluttony, good Lord, preſerve. 
In heavineſs on acount of invitations to feaſts. | 
9. One faſt to real improvement, with a demonſtration 
of our imperſections and errors. 

10. Light and joyous after yeſterday's faſting. Worſhip- 

* in humiliation, under a ſenſe of my great 
weakneſs, barrenneſs, and brittleneſs ; but a glimmering of 
hope appeared by and by, tending to an eſtabliſhment, ' with 
an effectual refutation of the diabolical inſinuation, that there 
is no worſhip without ſpeaking. 

11. In our preſent exerciſe, the apoſtolick .precepts of 
bearing one another's burdens, ſupporting the weak, and 
— the unruly, are executed pretty honeſtly, though 
weakly. 

Demas and his company compaſs ſea and land to get a 
penny; but J. W. the believer, and others of the like ſpirit, 
compaſs ſea and land to gain ſouls : theſe are enthuſiaſts in 
Demas's ſenſe, but thoſe are the real fools and madmen in 
the ſenſe of every true believer: and, O my ſoul, what art 
thou? A late-born believer, placed in the midſt of a revolt- 
ing generation, who have addreſſed the captives made by the 
world's ſpirit. Good Lord, ſet me at liberty, left I periſh 
with them. | | 

12. Still the ſtream of the miniſtry continues to run to the 

th. 5 oth 
"The ordaining of elders among us is lately and very rightly 
introduced; a moſt uſeful and neceſſary ſupplement to the 
withdrawing of an outward miniſtry, and help to the preſent 
miniſtry : but it is worth — what accompanied 
this work formerly, which I think is as neceſſary now; viz. 
Prayer with faſting, the laſt a practice we are of late years 
too little acquainted with. ; 4 
13. A cloſe attention to kennel-raking in the exerciſe of 
Chriſtian diſcipline. | 

My poor fund of patience was well nigh exhauſted by un- 
ſeaſonable calls. | . Nute 
17. Sleepy at meeting, with a cloudy atmoſphere; but in 
the Ar witneſſed that which is above words, the heavenly 
power drawing towards the renovation of the divine image 
upon my ſou], bleſſed be God! x 
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19. Hard ſtru between meetings and patients ; though 
moſtly paupers, bleſſed be the Lord, "4 whoſe eyes the ſerving 
of them is more glorious than the ſplendour of an equipage. 

20. „Look unto Jeſus,” was the call this morning, and 
conſider him well, who ſaid, „I ſearch the heart.” 

21. A ſurprizing and delightful ſeene opened in the myſ- 
teries of grace, even in a holy providential improvement on 
our Chriſtian diſcipline, in eſtabliſhing certain queries, and 
a manifeſt improvement in that important work, in the no- 
mination of elders, and a more regular procedure otherwiſe, 
as alſo a judicious abridgement of the queries: all this I call 
a holy ſtratagem, counterworking the operations of the 
powers of darkneſs. n | 

22. Scarcely a word of Chriſt to-day. 

24. Thirty minutes paſt four. Soul, awake : thy ſun is 
ſetting : the judge is at the door. I will humble myſelf 
under a ſenſe of paſt fins, as well as preſent infirmities, par- 
ticularly the quickneſs to anger. mY 

O what ſlaves to the world do I ſee almoſt all around me; 
and O how favoured am I ! | 

Some indolence about an exact obſervance of the hour ap- 
pointed for divine worſhip : how broad, Lord, thy law; how 
weak, how imperfect my obedience. | 

25. On a church-expedition, on the road, left the drink 
behind me, contrary to the Devil's maxim; and yet, found 
I had drank too much, the head being leſs clear than it 
ought to be in the ſpiritual ſervice impending, Verily, the 
gate is ſtrait. 9% 14> eee 

28. Forty minutes paſt five. Who ſo favoured as'I? I 
will deſcend into the valley, and bemoan my barrenneſs. 
How many thouſands are deſtitute of the ſpiritual advantages 
conferred on me; and who, for aught 1 ſee, would have 
made far greater improvements of them. 96, d 

On the death of a moſt affiduous modern faint and miniſter, 
who has left monuments of his holy fire, at which my ſoul 
kindled a little, to the following purpoſe : © Thou and ſome 
others have ploughed the ſea, and traverſed the land to gain 
ſouls; I to collect plants and foflils : the leaſt of you in 
God's ſight is incomparably greater than I ; however, Lord, 
give me a place in thy houle, if it be but that of a door- 
kee 8 p 

The Chriſtian teſtimony againſt open immorality was up- 
held, though under diſcouragement, and indirect oppoſition. 
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Bi 2. O Lord, preſerve me as a ſcribe natural and ſpiritual, 


from raſhneſs and_ſelf-conceit, 


Feld our monthly conference to mutual edification : it is 
indeed à communion of ſouls, wherein we ſympathize with 
one anather in our ſeveral temptations, and our languid faith 
and love are excited. | _ 
3. O the profuſion. of the divine favours upon me, even 
more than there is room to receive, particularly in exhibiting 
cloſe to my view divers bleſſed way-marks in the lives of 
modern ſaints, living and powerful incentives to higher de- 
grees of faith and love! | | 

Sol. I am indeed a door-keeper in regard to excluſions 
and admiſſions; an awful poſt !. but, begin with the door of 
thy own lips, with a holy vigilance in regard to what is given 


forth from them, and what is admitted y them, 
c 


I abhorred myſelf at meeting, being ſcarce able to keep 
awake: I alſo charge myſelf with want of fervour and vigi- 
lance at other times. O, where is thy watching unto prayer, 
like thy Lord, in the night. Truly, thou haſt enemies 
enough to encounter: remember the expreſſion. and ſpirit of 
it, even crying mightily to God for preſervation and de- 
liyerance. bug | | | 
Why not appoint a day of humiliation, faſting, and prayer, 
for our preſent deſertions and deſolations? Lord, direct. 
3. At meeting I was encouraged by a lively hope, that 
God will fatisfy my perſevering hunger and thirſt after righ- 
teouſneſs. | © 
..9- Bleſſed be the Lord, he hath unſtopped my deaf ear, 
even enabled me to hear his voice and\ awakening trumpet in 
the diſpenſation of bis providences, particularly in the death 
of my brother, and of a late fellow-ſcribe, | 1 
_ Sol. Who hath ſuch leiſure, who ſo many incentives to 
holineſs, and who ſo barren in proportion as 4 2 | q 
Amidſt my inquiries into the epidemick diſeaſes of the 
body, it was queried, What is tbe prevailing epidemick of 


the fouls of thy countrymen ? 


W Unbelief and ingratitude, of which I alſo have par- 
en. 105 | 
12. Robberies frequent, and murders alſo ; ſome of them 
from our corrupted ſeminary, dwindled of late, by the righ- 
teous courſe of Providence, from 800 to 450. 


16. We 
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16. We kennel-rakers are menaced with bodily abuſe for 
adminiſtering the waters of jealouſy : Lord, ſupport, Bleſſed 
be God, here is an honeſt, impartial ſpirit, 

17. O my ſtupid heart | Death is at the door, and yet ftill | 
am + rx0%, ao: too much: Lord, lift up, as thou 
didſt finking Peter. "7 

At meeting, à ſweet and bright illumination, via. That 
whereas there are two manſions in the other country, one for 
ſaints, the other for the Devil and his ls; now as I love 
thoſe of the firſt claſs here on earth, I humbly hope that I 
ſhall join them in heaven. | 

18. Thirty minutes paſt five. © Fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom,“ was the watch-word of this day, tend- 
ing to (acken all natural purſuits. - | 

, put preſerve in the impending hour of compotation ! 

This is a Bedlam of a world ; doubtleſs there is an in- 
finitely better world than this. 

21, Fifteen minutes paſt four. An humbling time : many 
imperſections, and ſome errors are publickly cenſured in my 
late laborious work, which | am. endeavouring as publickly 
to correct; yet, after all, there will be no perfection; by 
all thy ſearching thou canſt not find out God, Lord, give 
humility, fear, and caution, and direct my labours to thy 
glory, and the good of my neighbour ; and may I remember 
that the leaſt babe in grace is greater than the greateſt natu 
raliſt, as heaven is above earth. 5 

24. In the country to excellent purpoſe ; it was a ſerene 
morning within and without, Grace prevailed over nature, 
in reſpect to a juſt preference of ſpirituals to temporals, bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord . | 

I was in the ancient valley of humiliation the week paſt, 
Little publick ſpirit: I can hardly get yoke-fellows in 
nature, in medicine, nor in grace: Lord, bring to that bet- 
ter company, that of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 


At meeting : do leſs in nature, more in grace, 
A dreadful proſpect; one of our few pillars threatens to 
withdraw, TY ; ; 
26. I was favoured with à degree of acceſs to the throne 
of grace, but my ancient brother came nearer than |; I per- 
ceived clearly the great benefi: of ſociety, both religious and 
civil, contrary to the monaſtick ſcheme. 
27. Soul, remember thy ſtation, and tremble: 2 judge 
or 
24 hers 


had need be very eircumſpect: I fay again, tremble ; 
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here is an uncircumciſed generation: it is not poſſible for 


mere man to ſtand againſt and over them. 

28. Sol. Whilſt thou art buſy in clafling of foſſils, the 
goſpel-miniſters are claſſing of men, who will finally be 
claſſed inta two genera, ſheep and goats, companions of an- 
qu light, or of — ee = ne gh | 

ow is the accepted time, now reparati 
leſt thou be'claſſed with the fiends in the day — wk 

A fertile day in nature, but not one word of Chriſt. And, 
indeed, where is there, except at-mectings ? and even there 
rarely enough. 2 | | 19 4 

31. More temperance, and more heavenly-mindedneſs 
was the cry of this morning, and God gave courage to ſit 
before the company in ſolemn ſilence in the afternoon. 


Eiourn Mon, 1763. 


1. O m eling heart, ever prone to earthly things, 
and by a 932 only drawn upwards ] Good Lord, 
ſend A | OE EEE 

Held our monthly conference: our aims, views, and proſ- 
pects agree; but my brother is better than I, and partakes 
more of the bread of conſolation. | | 

An anecdate.' A holy league is ſet up, even for a ſpecial 
prayer every day at noon to the Lord of the harveſt, that 
— ſend forth more labourers. I am ſure —— want them. 

ould there be any crime in. joining in this petition, in 
9 mow ſeafon ? 1 4 15 * 

2. Highly delighted in digeſting the rs of my . 

At a — — poſſeſſed — ſoul in — bo 
5, At meeting the fire was in, and ventilated by two 
ſtrange miniſtring friends, both alive, weighty, and pertinent, 
with a call to the youth in particular, | 
8. Look back to the beloved diſciple, who argues from 
the love of God, in ſending. his Son to be a propitiation for 
our fins, that we ought to love one another: now in the 
above miſſions we ſee that God ſtill exerciſeth long forbear- 
ance to ſinners: and ſhall not we, who are but pardoned 
ſinners, exexciſe the ſame temper towards them? If we are 
his children we ſhall. _ | | 

9. Humbled at meeting in a clear ſight of my vileneſs in 
the Lord's preſence, ſeeing clearly, that in me dwelleth no 
good thing; and that whatever good I havę, or do, is by the 

N | drawings 
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drawings of the Father, and this with a violence to my 
natural bias, which tends to the earth and earthly things: 
but the Lord is bountiful, thus to reach forth a and to life 
me up. | 

At men's meeting diſcharged my conſcience. 

11. O the majeſty of Chriſt, as diſplayed in the firſt 
chapter of the Revelation! John was now quite 
himſelf, and his ſtyle is al accordingly ; yet, behold 


and companion in tribulation, and in the. kingdom and. 
tience of Jeſus Chriſt :”* and truly this epithet is alſo appli- 
cable to the ſaints of this day; they are alſo companions in 
tribulation and patience. nr 
12. A ſilent meeting, and precious; in which the word 
of the Lord to me was, Let thy day's work keep pace with 
thy * let thy light ſhine more and more unto the perfect 
day: for the judge is at the door. 2 | | 
14. Read Gill on the Revelation, and particularly on the 
church of Epheſus, which loſt her firſt love; the alſo 
aſſuredly of us, as a city and ſociety: Soul, tremble. | 
A church conference with an impenitent delinquent : 
truth reigned, {3+ 365 | Nate 
I 8 O the bleſſing of the Holy Scriptures, and theſe in- 
ſtructive comments on them: und, O-fer © fattable improve 
ment of a favour not enjoyed by thouſands ! d 
17. The late om renewal of Res * the viſit —— 
our preſbytery, the tacit approbation of each meeting 
the people, by ſubmitting to anſwer each of them, is à kind 
of ſolemn league and covenant, and to the faithful it is ſo; 
Lord, awaken to the ſpirit of the laws. 6 
He who forſakes his worſhip, to indulge. his belly, is an 
idolater, his God being his belly, | 
18. More love, more mee more | temperance in 
eating and drinking, was the watch-word of this day: O 
oo! _ the gate, how narrow the way ! Lord, help, or 
riſh. 
advice to the church of Sardis was, to be watchful, 
or awake: we alſo here are ſpiritually aſleep; Lord, look on 
us, and preſerve my ſoul from the epidemical contagion, leſt 
I periſh with the multitude. WT. 
20. A weighty exhortation, and well adapted, from a 
r ſiſter, in a reproof of the prevailing negle& of parents 
in bringing their children to meetings at home and abroad, 
from thoſe words, « Train up a child, ” &c« Gat 
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ad drew me on in the holy race; and I rejoiced that I 
could fay honeſtly, that I am not e Wee 
to them that are at eaſe in Sion!“ 

20. The afternoon ſilent; but the fire burnt lively. | 

22. At a ſilent meeting God ve me to ſee this as the 
Nour of my temptation, — I humbly — * will preſerve, 
even, from 1 the inordinate purſuit of natural | 

6 men's meeting, truth —— dleſſe de the 

- Much and in I 
— 

e me to remains of h 

— on more in words than in life; — in the 
view o God and en eee. Where ren 
room ſor pride ? Lucifer, avaunt. 

25. Not a word of Chriſt yeſterday, but all nature and 
nothing of grace; mee nechrtne bed arrear to * God 
—— == Apotalyphe i clear us te the prediction 

on wv r as to I 

of Mahomet, even as the tA Antichriſt, as well as of 
the weſtern ; tru — is wonderful! What book like the 
— re Doth not God love his people, thus to fore. 
warn? * 

- "Sal. 8 indeed many obſcure 5 in the Reve- 
lations, tho s are clear, and arly with 
to Babylon; —— we are unworthy — more light, and 
obſcurities ſerve for an exerciſe of our faith and —— 
Our Lord ſaid to Thomas, Bleſſed are they who have nog 
ſeen, and yet have believed.“ 

26. God gave ſtrength to exerciſe a holy violence with 
regard to natural ſtudies this day. 

A ſpirit of integrity ſhone in the men's meeting, in the 
exereiſe of our holy diſcipline on a delinquent this day. 

Murders in Dublin multiplied. 

28. Lord, Give the ſpirit, in order to a walk confiten 
with my writings ! 

. S0. Here-is a large harveſt, a mulitade of youth 
| grown up, and win unknown to me: 3 om ah age 
urers | | 
30. Good goſpel- news from Briſtol and Norwich, wig 

| Than God is m 1155 Der 


Ninrn 
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op $ol, If the Revelation bad ncaa ws 


Bab it is probable the dark power would have ſup- 
= it; whereas now it is clear — to unprejudiced 


00 our monthly conference. My brother continues 
Joyous, proceeds in a contempt of the world, and ſeems to 

ng to be diſſolved, I lag behind: he enjoys far greater 
helps in the ſocial” way than I. He is a ſtranger to the 
world, which I am not enough, being engaged in honour to 
ſerve it, both as natutaliſt and phyſician j occupations, how- 
ever, in the view of heaven, as much inferior to thoſe of 
miniſters, or even of the leaſt ſervant'of the churchy as earth 

is to heaven. | 
| I rather exceed in ſolids at dinner ! nature wants but 
little : more faſting is expedient. 

5. In making many books, and in natural ſearches, there 
is no end: let thy moderation appear; the Lord is at hand. 

7. At the ſchool-meeting was led forth for the benefit of 
the children more than my own: ſome buffetings of Satan 
ſucceeded ; but leſs than formerly, © 

10. One theme at our publick meeting for worſhi 
province that God will work wonders on the deſpiſers, 
Jn to nought thoſe things that are, by inge that are not. 
Amen. 
11. A diſmal proſpect in Dublin: two barten pilar 
about to remove: Lord, look down, if it be thy holy will. 
13. Tam confirmed more and more, that God's call is at 
this time more particularly to the poor and deſpiſed * 
men, and to — - 

16. At meeti m heart! Lord, ſtreteh 
forth thy hand, 2 2 

Write this ſacred truth upon thy heart : As much 28 
thou haſt deſcended into the earth in ſearch of nature's myſ- 
teries, ſo men mn thou” aſcend" in ſearch” of "thoſe" ef 

race,” 

1 will begin now: ſo help, Lord. 
K. r 64 Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the king 

T wilt bles thee, Lord, that thou didſt not cut me off in 


ys; 4 W 5 Read 


N — 5 == _ — SO _ 
—— 
2 n 
.. 


— = Sb © K 
— — — —— 


ſond of natural life and its concerns? 
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21. Read the deſcription of the New Jeruſalem : let it 
wean from the love of this earth; even the account given of 
that city, Rev, xxi. „where ſhall be no more death, neither 
ſorrow, nor crying, neither any more pain ;”” and con- 
ſequently no phyſick, here daily wanted to palliate the pains, 
and protract the deſtined death of every ſon of Adam the 
firſt ; but Adam the ſecond faith, „He that liveth and be- 
lieveth in me ſhall never die, John xi. 26. i. e. the ſecond 
death: ſuch. is the glorious tenour, tendency, and ſpirit of 
the goſpel : here grace triumphs over nature, and faith over 


reaſon : ſo let it triumph ! Amen, Again, 


Eye hath not ſeen, neither hath ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. the things that 
God hath prepared for. them that love him.“ Why then fo 


24. Behold, che ſword of God is lifted up in thee, wo day 
the inordinate love of nature: this is the ſingle, grand point 


ET ' 


- 
ear v9 
A. : 

4 


i # 'Taxru Movrn, 1763. 


. Held our monthly conference. 


My brother's fire is far livelier than mine. - th * 
His drink is brought into the houſe not on the firſt day, 
but the day before, in order to give liberty of devotion to his 
ſervants : and with him and bis houſe not a word of worldly 
affairs on that day. ＋ 
2. A precious ſilent meeting: thus it is good with Mary 
to ſit at Jeſus's feet. My ſtate, before my eſpouſals, was 
preciſely that of Martha ; but now God calls, and draws to 
that of Mary ; ſo. draw, good Lord, yet more and more. 

9. Struggled hard, and got to both meetings: was thank- 
ſul to God for placing me among my betters, both in na- 
ture and grace ; but eſpecially the laſt, as holy incentives to 
my Chriſtian progreſs. ' a 

11. A ſilent meeting, but luminous, with a ſweet attrac- 


| tion of the Father's love to higher degrees of — and 
un- 


looſening from this world, even this land of darkn 
certainty, weakneſs, wickedneſs, and many miſeries. 
144 Canſt thou by ſearching find out God ? Truly no: 


we ſee but a little of his hind-parts or ſkirts : but we chy- 


miſts, to ſay the truth, have been a kind of Babel-builders, 
the vanity of which attempt has appeared; the flow, 44 
A : | " mo | 
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modeſt, and cautious is the ſafeſt z but God has confounded 
the language of us all to this day. | . 

But Fa the other country we ſhall undoubtedly have a far 
more reſplendent light: look up then to him who brought 
life and immortality to light, and to the day when this cor- 
ruptible ſhall put on incorruption, . this natural ſhall be raiſed 
up a ſpiritual body, and this fleſh and blood, which now 
engroſſes the whole attention of the children of the firſt 
A ſhall be ſcattered and diſperſed into its primitive 
atoms. ru 
Received the philoſophet's ſtone at meeting to- day, and 

ſaw, in the clear viſion, all things to work together for m 
good, even reprpaches, defamations, cavils, pain, and 
itſelf as a paſſport. Such is the glory of the goſpel manifeſted 
to me in this the evening of my day: bleſſed be God for his 
_ 3 a + Chriſt. fr KA 

oor umble is my occupation among the poor, 
pitiful among the children of this world, but — Vang among 
the children of the light. 
1056. Got to meeting with ſtruggle, where I was, throu 
the goodneſs of God, drawn on to a perſeverance in the 
path of heavenly- mindedneſs, and giving the juſt preference 
of heavenly to earthly concerns. 

The afternoon meeting was partly filent, partly loqua- 
cious : the filent part was more edifying than the preaching : 
what a pity it is that ſome perſons know not when to 

leave off | 
17. O ſhame! O fleepy, or rather diſtracted, watchmen |! 
We forgot not only the quarterly epiſtle, but the quarterly 
youth's meeting. | | 

18. Zeal in hallowing the Lord's name in a diligent and 
— 4 attendance at meeting increaſes, bleſſed be the 

d! — 

An exerciſing, wearying world, in church and ſtate. 

Had the glory this day of contradiction from the / 
in a cauſe which the Lord knows to be righteous, and 
for his glory, and for the good of the ſociety. ; 

The mob almoſt incorrigible in defiance of law. 

25. Late at meeting in God's eſtimation, though not in 
man's. 

26. New hints pour in, in hydrology, to the benefit of 
mankind, I hope. | ; 
28. Learn humility from thy profeſſion : thou liveſt by the 


miſeries of others: and, as a philoſopher, thou art purblind : 
every 


| 
| 
j 
| 


J Peſtered with phyſical 


| brother is upon the mount: God preſerve him from giddi 


% 
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week exhibits) an abſolute proof of thy imperfeAion 


and 1gnorance. | 

Our province is not to know much, but to adore. 

70 A-rellex view of my paſt life : very low as to ſpirituals, 
and ſo as to temporals likewiſe 3 but as to the latter, how- 
ever, it has had —. z viz. of my being Servus ſervo 
rum; bleſſed be God | | 

30. The night, cometh wherein no man can work,” 
was the watch-word : and I ſaw many of my brethren buried 


alive in the earth. * hte 
thoug fore part © meet- 

TSENG Wn ER, | 

/\Moderation-in ſtudies is not attained without a hearty 


fruggle 2 behold, good Lord, I ftrive. Lord, help. 
0107 DOTS BIS | ea boy 


ELzvenTa Monrn, 1763. 


"2. A day of fivect ſpiritual folemniey—Finſt; at a filent - 
meeting, e theſe words, Fleſh and blood cannot in- 
herit the kingdom, were deeply impreſſed on my mind, 


with an energy, to the weaning from all, even the lawful, 


things that miniſter only to fleſh and blood, as phyſick, &c. 
So Lord, bleſs this irradiation. And I faid to the Lord, I 
will ſtrip me of my ornaments of moral and natural qua- 
2 and fit with Mary at thy feet, thou long-ſuffering 

Secondly.” The ſecond part of this day's ſolemnity conſiſted 
in our monthly conference; from which it appeared, that m 


there, ſuch as happened to Peter: his talents for ſpiritual 
improvement in pious conferences on vital, experimental 
reli — * ſuch as are Arann to — mortals on earth. 
am ſolitary even as a ſparrow on houſe-top, ſe 
exerciſes —— only to the Lord. * 
He hath had much forgiven, and ſo loveth more —* 
who, as to open vice, had leſs to be forgiven ; though ſti 
a great deal, even in a refined idolatry varniſhed over with a 
ſpecious moral righteouſneſs. However, on this day's eon- 
ference, and reading, the glory of truth was ſo reſplendent 
and enamouring, that I could not proceed for a little while, 
by reaſon of the joyous ſenſation. 


MA ſervant of ſervants. 


He 
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He hath his infiemities, and is not quite free from ſpots; 
I have more. 

He ſeems to long to be diffolved : I wiſh, if the Lord 
ü to 5 a little more buſineſs ſpiritual and natural, 

hope, to the of my nei 

yer t a ſilent . oe a Power, 
that gives bounds to the waves of the fea, reſtrain me alſo 
within the holy limits, in the purſuit of natural ſcience ! 

Alſo, a former reſolution was revived, viz. That after 
ſixty, I would be content with my ſhare of worldly goods: 
behold, through the divine clemency, that time is now 
come ! Lord, keep alive that 1 1 

do rejoice, and will rejoice, in my mediocri 
talen dent en my — Kaas, : * 

A pertinent exhortation, to dring ſervants as well as 
children to mee a point in which ſome of the nn 
rank have, been 4A lg 

6. Thi * « Let thy day's work go on with 


ay 2 
l phyſick was abſorbed in a zeal for the ſer- 
9 of the church. 4 1 5 
At meeting. A clear proſpect of much impendent 

neceſſary labour, 55 not hands to do it; particularly in the 
offices of viſiters and overſeers: ſurely exerciſe and trouble 
is before me: Lord, prepare to meet it! 

Succeſs in medicine remarkably happy whilſt I attended 
church buſineſs. Sl 

19. A church-journey to the country, where ve 2 
* of — p car ene and erat as — 
followed by my brother, who went deeper into ſome mat- 
4 Lord, proſper him, and bleſs this labour and diſcharge 

duty 

23. Remember well, and bear in mind on the impending - 
occaſion of rebuke to others, that thyſelf art but a late - born 
Chriſtian, whom God in his —_ bath but juſt reſcued 
from — 1 idolatry. » 
24. New light — in on the ſubject of waters: Lord, 
grant that whilſt many are buried alive in the earth, I be 
not drowned in the waters! Behold the ſtate of Sion, and 
mourn, and learn to-claſs men rather than foſſils and waters; 
and that the Lord Jeſus ſaid, “I will make you fiſhers of 
men.” 

27. Thirty minutes paſt five, The firſt day of the week: 
to ſtudy, to drink, and to eat, as in the Lord's preſence, is 
tte grand point: and now mind, after the example of thy 


rother, 


9 
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brother, to abſtain as much as poſſible from all the concerns 
of fleſh and blood this day: fo ſhall it be a holy day indeed. 
And truly, thy own ſtate, and that of the ſociety, call loudly 
for-ſuch abſtraction and devotedneſs, eyen at a time when 
an evil heart of unbelief in Chriſt and his glorious goſpel is 
the epidemick er malady : and who, who lays this 
enough to heart | 

At a meeting of conference diſcharged my duty ru it 
ſeems in too low a voice) in inviting to meetings of diſci- 
pline, God giving courage, and a brother and ſiſter ſeconded 
the concern. | 

29. At meeting: behold, Celſus anxiouſly preſcribing the 
diet, regimen, and medicines proper to diſeaſed bodies: but 
the leaſt in the kingdom, that takes care of diſeaſed ſouls, is 
greater than he. | | 

And now take a ſhort view of the ſpiritual maladies of the 
people: v. g. Firſt, behold a ſpiritual blindneſs, even in men 
ſo far blinded by the | gon of this world, that they do not ſee 
their own real intereſt and peace, temporal or ſpiritual. 

Second. In men deaf to the word external and internal, 
with regard to the heavenly calls. 
Third. In men lame, and unable to come forward in 
practical duties and- offices of love. Behold, theſe are the 
ſpiritual ' maladies which ſpread like a leproſy : but who, 
who lays theſe things to heart ? 8 Jy 
Anſw. A few women and child-like men. | 


 ®ſncipe cum Deo, was the watch word of the day. | 


TwsLrTy MonTH, 1763. 


1. Eight patients abſorbed my matin, ſo that nothing but 
mere fleſh and blood was the ſubjeR. 

Held our convention for mutual improvement in natural 
ſcience, and ſupported our honeſt endeavours for this pur- 
poſe, but not without a ſtruggle ; for I ſee many are buf) 
_ other people's buſineſs in politicks, whilſt they neglett 

Own. k "5 

2. Held our monthly ſpiritual conference. Joyful news 
of the ſpread of the goſpel among ſome of our ſoldiers. 
To the query, What lack I yet? 


® Begin with God. 
| Anſw, 
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Anſw. More temperance in eating and drinking, more 
heavenly-mindedneſs, more faith, more of the love (and con- 
— filial fear) of God. | 

A filent, but luminous meetings, in a view of the preſent 
great ſalvation offered, even of deliverance from the cor- 
r_ of the world, and from the fears of death. 

that my fruit may bear ſome proportion to all the hyſ- 
bandry beſtowed. . 1 Ws F 

4. Reviewed the fluctuations of the year paſt, which truly 
have been very great, from the death of my brother, my old 
faithful ſervant, and another aſſociate; new ſcenes opening 
in nature, and, which is infinitely more important, in grace 
alſo ; new acquaintances, &c. &c. In ſhort, in this alone 
- —_ we are ever changing, and here is nothing 

able. 

Struggled hard, and got to meeting, where, in ſilence, the 
holy fire burnt with an aſpiration to an eſtabliſhment in the 
prevalence of the heavenly temper, overpowering other at- 
trations, eſpecially to natural knowledge. 

Alſo I was humbled and mortified, in a certain ſenſe that 
I have been more in words than in life. 

Afternoon meeting filent, but truly luminous and warm 
to me: for whilſt I muſed the fire burnt, and my ſoul was 
raiſed from naturals to ſpirituals. ' 

S: 6. Leſs drink, leſs meat, and leſs natural ſtudy, faith the 
ord, 
The « py, ery is heard, and I am awakened, but not 


thoroughly; but am till drowſy, and half aſleep. O my 
_ eart | | 2 
hou, phyſician outward, haſt rouſed many from their 


natural ſtupidity; but art now under the neceſſity of de- 
ploring thy own ſpiritual _— and of calling in every 
aid to affiſt thee, Thy blefling, Lord. | 

7. Conſoled myſelf in the houſe of my pilgrimage. 

13. A ſilent meeting, and miſerably thin, eſpecially in the 
ſeats of the richer ſort : the rain extinguiſhes the fire of the 
multitude, which ſurely muſt be very languid, 

Anxieties in examination of waters: he that increaſeth 
KR increaſeth ſorrow, | 

15. Thirty minutes paſt two. Roſe and worſhipped, 
We chymiſts are but groping in the dark, ſometimes ſtum- 
bling on the truth, ſometimes catching her with labours and 
doubts, Shall I not dwell in the valley ? 


R Lord, 


. 
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Lord, I am a monument of thy long-ſuffering : I will 
raiſe thy unmerited goodneſs for this ſurpriſing courſe of 
health and vigour : Olet it be ſanctiſied. 

Our citizens are light and frothy, chooſing rather to go 
to a wire-dancer, than to a grave, ſerious, entertainment. 

16. Thy day is far ones night is at hand ; how ſtands 
thy reckoning with thy Lord? 

as at meeting early in man's eſtimation, but not in 
God's : and there ſucceeded unſeaſonable diſcourſe after. 

18. Not one tenth of the women at the afternoon meet- 
ing: a little rain extinguiſhes their fire: they are carnal. 

20. An apoſtolick text darted into my mind repeatedly, 
viz. 1 Cor. vii. 23. I would have you without — 
neſs: and the context correſponded well with God's draw- 
ings of my mind from anxiety in the natural inquiries. 

24. At a time when hearts almoſt failed in relation to 
our religious viſitings of families, did, a ſecond time (for the 
like event happened laſt time, even preſervation by a wo- 
man) did a woman croſs the ſea to aſſiſt, with a heavenly 

—— — "Ru completed, through the 

25. ixty- fifth is now com 
clemency = — — 1193 of God. s 

The afternoon meeting ſilent, but to me highly comfort- 
able, in two ſolid evidences of ſome real advancement fince 
the 1731, when, © Virtue is its own reward,” and vice 
verſa, was the ſpecious maxim, but is now falſified by the 
growing light of more experience, ſhewing that conflicts, 
even to a great degree, are entailed upon the honeſt, whilſt 
bad men and hypocrites glide on with little trouble ; and 

Secondly, Whereas my addreſs to our ſpiritual captives 
was made as unto children, and from ſuch motives as were 
ſuitable to them ; now, through divine bounty, higher and 
truly evangelical motives are in view. | 

27. A heavy, laborious men's meeting: a hard ſtruggle 
to get any yoked in the viſit: a diſmal holding back, and a 
badly attended meeting. The goad was exerciſed :- mark 
the iſſue. | 

28. Opened the religious viſit to families, in company 
with two women nearer the kingdom than I: bleſſed be God 
for thus placing me among my betters. | 

„Not by might, nor by power, but by my ſpirit,” ſaid 
the Lord, when Jeruſalem was to be rebuilt ; and fo now. 

Take heed now to thyſelf, thou inſpector, and keep to a 
_ cloſe exerciſe of a ſtricter temperance in drinking, eating, 


and ſtudy, 8 wt 
* Tr 
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o. Lord, glorify thy grace in our weakneſs. 

n collecting the quarterly account of the bodily epi- 
demicks, my contemplation was raiſed to the view of the 
epidemicks of the ſouls of my fellow citizens, one of which 
is, an inſenſibility of goſpel privileges. | 
31. Awful is our exerciſe, even war with the puiſſant 
monarch, or ſpirit of this world, whilſt divers Demas's have 
forſaken us, or at leaſt pulled away the ſhoulders : come, 
however, where is thy faith and thy love? What is thy pe- 
culiar profeſſion, its extent, dignity, and importance? 

The ſpiritual viſit prevails over temporals, and the con- 
cerns of the body. | 


 FinsT Movrn, 1764. 


I. ns my monthly retreat, 

How hed the — ? | | 

Anſw. I feel great weakneſs, and an habitual, perpetual 

roneneſs to natural ſcience; and it is with a ſtruggle that 
ſpirituals get the aſcendant : to the foreign aid then 4 fly. 

2. Opened our monthly conference. 

Notwithſtanding ſome infirmities, temptations, and fins, 

. which a blind world calls little, we hope we are on the high 
road ta heaven. 
- Moroſe, cholerick, and inappetent. | 
ome brethren this day adminiſtered a little neceſſary ad- 
monition to a weak, but perhaps forward, miniſter : the 
adminiſtration was modeſt, yet went badly down. 

5. Two large ſpiritual viſits with two women miniſterin 
friends, who * to God's glory in moſt excellent — 
— Chriſtian counſel to the poor, to the young, and to 

e old. | | 

Some unſeaſonable calls on me, when weary and hungry, 
proved too hard for my ſmall ſtock of patience, being an- 
ſwered with a little vociferation, to my ſhame. 

7. Grace in ſome degree triumphed over nature: aban- 
doned my temporals, and proceeded on the viſit with my 
two ſiſters ; ſweetly comforted by their labours, mine ſlightly 
co-operating, and [ ſometimes learning from them. 

8. Let thy love of nature bear ſome proportion to the | 
time thou haſt to ſtay here: this is but ſhort, and ſo that 
love ſhould be but weak. | | 

10. Behold the height of thy calling, even no leſs than to 


be ready at a moment's warning to enter the bridegroom's 


260- A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


chamber. Lord, — and guard againſt the very ſpirit 

of drunkenneſs, gluttony, and covetouſneſs: for I now ſee, 

that though a man may not ſtagger in the ftreets, yet if he 
drink merely to gratify ſenſe, he is in the ſpirit of drunken- 
neſs : and, though he be not ſo far covetous, as to defraud 
his neighbour, he at the ſame time may, and actually does, 
rob God, when he keeps back the offerings due to him, as 
- thouſands in the broad way daily do, even the offerings of 
confeffion of fins, humiliation, and praiſe. 

15. Behold now the grand point to be kept ſteadily in 
view, even ſteering to the middle path, viz. On the one hand, 
not to loiter; and on the other, not to be vehement in natu- 
ral purſuits, but to be fervent in ſpirit, and to love God 
above all. Lord, raiſe. 

16; Behold the work of an elder, and tremble ; even as 
diſtin from that of a preacher : this deals in generals, but 
the duty of an elder is, to make the application to indivi- 
duals, particularly in relation to the queries now eſtabliſhed 
by general conſent: Lord, invigorate. Thou haſt hitherto 


t is a comfort to be eye-witneſſes to ſome little fruits of 
our labours in the viſiti 

18, Proceeded on the viſit with my two ſiſters: it is 
beautiful to ſee how minutely theſe women deſcend into the 
particulars of the Chriſtan life, and trace out the ſnares laid 
in the way, quite outſhining the men, who are too generally 
ſwallowed up in the cares of the world. ye 

19. Again, the ſame perſons ſhone with ſuperior luſtre. 
oy the myſteries of the kingdom are ſtill revealed unto 

$, 

At the medical convention I was almoſt left alone: O 
church, O world, I can take very little comfort in either of 
you ! but I humbly hope for better company beyond the 


ye. 
92. This religious viſit to families is like the clinical lec- 
tures, where the theory of medicine is applied to the indi- 
vidual patients for the inſtruction of the pupils: but, where 
are the pupils for this work? Lord, behold I am one: fo 
ſanctify theſe opportunities. we 
\ 24. A prayerleſs morning, from long ſleep, and an ex- 
ceffive moiſt atmoſphere : the miniſtry at meeting, however, 
was a means of rouſing the dormant flame. 

25. O our weakneſs; our childhood ! We are really under 
a female adminiſtration ; yet God can fave by the weak, as, 
by Deborah, he did Iſrael, | 
HY | 26. My 
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26. My ſiſter - aſſociates make a ſacrifice of their health to 
their zeal for truth upon earth: my flame is far more lan- 
guid, but increaſed a little by theirs. 

Let me never forget, particularly the beautiful diſplay 
of grace by their means in our viſits to the poor, in excel- 
4 _ ere minutely adapted to the ſpiritual concerns 

u * 

27. Why do theſe women ſo far outſhine me ? 

Anſw. e they have renounced the world more. 

This week grace triumphed over nature. 

31. At a filent meeting: ſome degree of aſſurance, that 
ſome progreſs hath been made in the Chriſtian race; and 
that wy path ſhall, in ſome degree, be as the path of the juſt, 

N. B. In our ſpiritual viſits we find eaſy acceſs among the 
poor, and vice verſa, 


Second MoNnTH, 1764. 


1. On my monthly retreat. What lack I yet? . 

Anſw. More heavenly-mindedneſs, and more of the love 
of God, inſpiring with more fear of the Lord on every 
occaſion. 

At our monthly conference it appeared, that we in 
a contempt of this world, and in an aſpiration after a better; 
: — I hope deſerve, in ſome meaſure, the honourable title of 

rims, 

—— raptures, but my adminiſtration is mortification 
and prayer. 

His ſpiritual labours far exceed mine. 

In his claſſes and bands, the intelligence — the 
ſtate of the ſociety is conveyed to the miniſters and elders, 
as ours is from the monthly and quarterly meetings. Both 
are only different modifications of piety and charity, and 
ſurely we are brethren : but they are ſtrangers to ſilent 
worſhip, of the profit of which we have abundant expe- 
rience. 

2. Committed my patients to the Lord, and proceeded in 
the ſocial ſpiritual viſit, in which this day the maladies of the 
ſouls of ſome were detected and deſcribed, viz. Blindneſs, 
lameneſs, and one odd way of living, viz. by the ears; or, 
in other terms, having no other ſupport for theic ſpiritual 
life, than what comes by hearing from others : theſe, though 
x are ſolid realities, and deplorable diſeaſes of 

e . 


R 3 5. Lord, 


4 
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5. Lord, bleſs theſe labours carried on from houſe to 
houſe; not at all unneceſſary; but, in the view of enlightened 
minds, loudly called for in the. preſent diſmal ſtate of our 
Sion : arduous, however, is the taſk, even no leſs than 
hghting with the ſpirit and god of this world, 

Queſt. Where are evening meetings? | | 

Anſw. Out of faſhion, and idle , among ſome, miſer- 
* ſubſtituted. | | 

. Look about thee, left thou relapſe : thy veſper is lately 
ſhorter : ſee it be duly lengthened again, and riſe earlier ; for 
night advances, ws bs. 

7. A prayerleſs matin: however, this day all medical 
buſineſs gave way to the ſpiritual viſits. | 
10. A vigorous ſucceſsful ſtruggle for the meeting, where, 
a ſeaſonable exhortation. 

3 2. The congregation was ſcattered by the ſtormy wea- 
ther. 

The 9 of truth was upheld heroically againſt ſuch 
as abſent themſelves in the evening to gratify x tr appetites, 
whoſe tables are become a ſnare to them; and, I add, 
« Whoſe god. is their belly.” = 

13. God is ſearching Jeruſalem as with candles. 

14. Thirty minutes paſt ſeven. O the time loſt in ſleep, 
and not without ſin. I am far ſhort of the auſterity of ſome 
of the church of Rome: I purpoſe to mend with the weather 
and advancing ſeaſon. a 2 1 

Diſcouraged by the continued negle& of week - day meet- 
ings, e ee all remonſtrances. gl af: | 

15: A vaſt defect of publick ſpirit appears in temporal 

as * as ſpirituals: the proſpect tends — ng the 
wor + 4063: 
19. Seven o'clock. O the heavineſs of the body and 
excels of ſleep! And moreover, let others cry up the dignity 
of human nature; I will proclaim the contrary, and ſay, “ In 
me dwelleth no good thing: it is by violence that I am 
drawn heavenward, and to the hope of a better ſtate. 

My devotion was interrupted by a natural ſpeculation, 
vi. In a diſcovery of what will precipitate earth out of 
water z but a ſuperior light converted this ſuggeſtion to one 
of a ſublimer nature, to the following purpoſe : what will 
precipitate earthly deſires out of the heart of man? 

_  Anſw, The heavenly light and power ſublimating the 
2 upon the wings of ith ** love, and death at laſt, will 
eparate from this clog of fleſh and blood. Lor 

my feeble faith, raiſe my languid love. I 


Silent, 
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Silent, mental, prayer is exemplified in the life of Saint 
Tereſa, as with us ; and I hope ſeveral of us ſhall meet in 
the happier regions. 

So the ſecond meeting this day, 8 filent, was lumi- 
nous, and made uſeful in prompting to limits to my natural 
ſtudies: and to deplore my barrenneſs on the deration 
of the extent of the duties of an elder. 

Lalſo received an illumination in a compariſon of the mo- 
naſtick life among the Papiſts (on occaſion of reading Saint 
Tereſa), and our people, thus: they profeſs a ſolemn renun- 
ciation of the world in habit and manners; ſo do we, par- 
ticularly in rejecting ſuperfluities in apparel, in eating, 
drinking, and tradin and in avoiding vain paſtimes; and it 
is an ancient counſel, that we ſhould avoid unneceſſary fa- 
miliarity with thoſe of other profeſſions : they practiſe men- 
tal, filent prayer, ſo do we, 

The original end of the monaſtick inſtitution was to de- 
cline the cares, honours, and pleaſures of this world : from 
a ſenſe of the pernicious effects of the purſuit of theſe objects, 
according to the courſe of this world: and verily the juſtneſs 
of this ſenſe appears no where more conſpicuous than in 
our little ſociety, the bulk whereof ſeem to be citizens of 
this world, as much as others, as is notorious in the flagrant 
neglect of the divine worſhip, notwithſtanding all the re- 
- peated entreaties to the contrary. 

Indeed the Papiſts have carried this matter to an extreme; 
for their entire clauſure hinders them from ſhining as lights 
in a dark world : however, I am not without hopes of meet- 
ing ſome of theſe in Paradiſe. | 

26. At a provincial meeting the miniſterial adminiſtration 
was by a woman, but ſeaſonable and evangelical. 


Tump MonTH, 1764. 


1. Held our monthly conference. | | 
It is plain the contempt of the world grows upon us. My 
brother's diſpenſation Nil more joyous and conſolatory than 
mine, who have not experinced any thing of this kind to 
the degree of rapture, ſince the day of my eſpouſals, though 
often {weet peace : he is jealous over me, as having forfeited 
the renewal of any rapture, through ſome defect or fin ; but 
I hope this is not altogether the caſe : for I am liſted in the 
war, and upheld ; witrieſs ſome degree of conqueſt, and 
4 2 progreſs, 
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a progreſs, but find it good to abide in the valley of humi- 
liation and ſelf-contempt. Different ſtates require different 
miniſtrations. 

2. Behold our rioters trampling upon all laws divine and 
human. But, what is the real ground of theſe outrages ? 
- Surely, it is unbelief. Why then not preach Chriſt to them? 
For our political phyſicians, though fruitful in other expe- 
dients, cannot perform a radical cure in them. Ne 
p 4. That thou be a ſervant of the poor, is God's ordinance. 

men. | 

The neceſſity of a perpetual holy vigilance appears, leſt 
as others are buried alive in the earth, I be drowned in the 
waters. | al off 

5. On the death of a kinſman and miniſter, John Hacket 
of Somerſetſhire. 

Shalt thou paſs away without a memorial? Surely, nay: | 
© Thou waſt a good ſon of a bad father, and at the ſame time 
was a good father of a bad ſon. Thou was valiant for truth 
upon earth, a burning and ſhining light in a bad town and 
family: thou rebukedt ſin in the gate, and waſt a heavenly- _ 
minded man, that looked for another and better country, 
Thy memory is precious. | 

As my day's work in nature is near finiſhed, a prayer 
for being more looſened from-the world. 

7. Suggeſtions of pride, on having ſpoken in a ſomewhat 

publick mays 

8. O diſmal ſpiritual proſpect of our ſociety in Dublin! 
Two pillars are tottering, and a third is haſtening to, eter- 


nity. | 
" 9 Five o'clock, Roſe to worſhip, and proclaimed a 
, faſt, to be this day celebrated, in ſeeking the Lord, on ac- 
count of our preſent forlorn ſpiritual ſtate, preſent and im- 
N | 
Lord, to thee do I fly, whoſe wiſdam preſideth over all 
events. f 
Humbled myſelf, and vexed the fleſh a little, in ſorrow on 
the aforeſaid occaſion, with a ſenſe of ſuch weights and 
burdens, as appear unequal to my ſhoulders; however 
ſtrengthened. | 
The elders are mou gone, and every man mindeth his 
own things. In my ſiſter-pilgrim indeed reigns a holy pity 
for the raw, uneducated youth; but who joins her? The 
multitude careth for none of theſe, whilſt 4 viſibly with- 
draw their ſhoulders, | 221 f 


me. 


— 
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10. Lightſome after my faſt. | „ New | 

Thou analyſed waters, but thy ſpiritual aſſociates 
have analyſed the ſouls of men, diſcovered their impurities, 
and taught how ar ſhould be depurated; and, by a wiſdom 
ſuperior to that of the ſerpent, traced his meanders in de- 
ceiving them. I bow down, and acknowledge this phi- - 
loſopby to be as much above mine, as heaven is above earth. 

11. Six o'clock. - The Papiſts more vigilant, roſe before 


13. At meeting—Let us pray to the Lord of the harveſt, 
that he will ſend forth more rers in doctrine and diſ- 
cipline. 

At the houſe of we were as live coals, kindling one 
another to a holy flame, and truth ſhone with ſplendour, 
bleſſed be the Father of Lights 

16. Queſt, How far doth charity influence thy natural 
ſtudies ? 

Anſw. I aim at what is for the good of my neighbour, re- 
jecting the ſtudies that are for mere ornament : and if there 

any view to fame, Lord root it out, and give to court thy 
favour only, who art the eternal Truth. | 

I ſtand and fit a living example of the reality and profit of 
the worſhip of God in ſilence. 

1 15. Weary of the world, in a righteous view of it. 

18. My devotion was quite interrupted at meeting by the 
fumes of indigeſtion forcing me to go out: then Tine on 
bread and water, and a cup of coffee ; and in the following 
meeting the fire on the altar was alive. 

2] 20, Fios leiſure in the country, and improving in divers 
ints, ; 

Eight patients, and not a penny. | 

Dejection at meeting, occaſioned by ſome little fatigue 
1 which generally hurts: however a vigorous reſo- 

ution was formed, viz. The indolence and earthly-minded- 
neſs of others ſhall incite me to more diligence. 

22. A ſpiritual ſocial viſit with my ſiſter- pilgrims: a bleſ- 
ſed ſweet time it was; and yet the Devil was at my right- 
hand, prompting to pride: but light and truth prevailed, and 
brought me down into the valley of ſelf- contempt. 1 

23. On a review of our ſpiritual viſit now nearly finiſhed, 
I was furniſhed with this ſong : „Thou, Lord, art good 
unto me: thou haſt ſet my feet at liberty from the entangle- 
ments of all worldly cares and ſtudies, and given me to 
prefer Jeruſalem before 8 chief joy: good Lord, ſo pre- 

r 


ſerye and increaſe every Chriſtian grace yet more and 7 
ou 
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Thou alſo gaveft wiſdom. to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, in con- 
currence with my ſuperiors and betters. To thee only, be 
the glory. Satan, get thee behind me.” 


Surely, God's eſs in thus viſiting this people, not 
for thi righteous but in their fins is aan an 
adorable, bo) 


Sol. Here ſeems to impend a great deal of work on me 
as an elder, provided I be faithful. | 

24. A temptation to forego my morning prayer, but God 
Preſerved in perſeverance, 

25. A dejection and fickneſs attended this fourth time at 
meeting, and drove me from it : took a vomit, and a ſmart 
purging ſucceeded ; I hope ſalutary. | 

27. At meeting—A man's greateſt enemies are thoſe of 
his own houſe : ſlay theſe, good Lord, and I will fear neither 

28, Read an ancient admonition to the youth at their 
meeting : but where are the elders to enforce and recom- 
mend them? | F 
Anſw. They are otherwiſe engaged, even gone down into 
the earth. | | | 

Conſiderations on ſlates, rag- ſtones, and the ſouls of men; 
and God — the preference to the laſt in my view. 

30. A ſilent meeting with inquietude, but a ſweet irra- 
diation of hope. | E 

A feaſt tolerably innocent, and profitable : let your mo- 
deration appear, for the Lord is at hand. Saw the way to 
be narrow, and the gate ſtrait indeed. | ,4 

31. Yeſterday's c not hurtful, but beware of glut- 
r Fry hat makes a Chriſtian a King ? 

ſw. His reigning over the brutal appetite. But, who 
is a ſlave ? He that is governed by it. 


* 


FourTH Mowrn, 1764. bd 


1. Inquietude, dejection, and ſickneſs at meeting in the 
morning, and partly in the atternoon, which was ſilent, and 
ended with a lively hope, that God will prepare for his king- 
dom ; but — 2 that the conditions are unalterable. 

2. Monthly retreat: ſixty-ſix years and upwards are now 
paſt: ſoul beware of the ſpirit 4 drunkenneſs and gluttony, 
and the cares of this life. | At 

The meeting of miniſters and elders was in a mea- 
ſure deſerted: ſurely, the head is fick : O what will _— 
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the abſentees at another time. 

3- At our monthly conference, an uſeful document from 
my brother, who, in his ſuperior zeal, cauſes all his food to 
be brought in the day preceding what he calls the ſabbath, 
ſaying, that it ſhould, as much as 3 be entirely de- 
voted to ſpirituals, even as a type of the everlaſting ſabbath. 
Surely, it was upon the ſame general principle, that our 
anceſtors here ate no hot dinners on this day; and ſo they 
gave their ſeryants opportunity to go to worſhip God, as 
well as themſelves: ſuch was the old faſhion — ſpirit, to 
which at preſent there are but few adherents. Of the others, 
ſeveral are abſent in the afternoon : now, on this repre- 
ſentation, what wonder at the barrenneſs reigning over our 
n Is not a full belly a damper of the holy fire? 
And, if the “ diligent hand maketh rich,“ what wonder if 
the “ fluggard be clothed with rags ?“ or that he * who 
ſoweth ſparingly, ſhould ſparingly ?” And again, why 
ſuch complaints of vicious ſervants, where ſo little care is 
taken to make them otherwile ? 

At meeting—Vaſt inquietude and diſtraction of thought, 
to my great ſorrow, interrupting the devotion, 

4. An oppoſition to the ſchool-meeting. 

6. A mournful ditty: Jer. ix. 17. 20. © Call for the 
mourning women : teach your daughters mourning, and 
every one his neighbour lamentation.” The fountain of 
learning and religion is defiled ; ſome of her ſons are ſons of 
violence and murder: and as for us, little handful, it is plain 
= head is _— 13 Hes: 

t is no time for rejoicing. I am ſtill more weary 

world, Lord, — from a participation of the ſins of 
others. 
7. A clear ſight of the folly of the purſuit of fame: it 
robs a man of peace, and diſables him from the diſcharge 
of thoſe duties, which the obſcurer ſtations permit and en- 
courage. | 

8. Nearer acceſs in prayer before meeting, and poſſeſſed 
my ſoul in peace and ſweetneſs, without rapture, but in a 

m ſenſe of God's goodneſs and gracious providences paſt 
and preſent, 

Sol. God confounded the magicians of Egypt by the pro- 
duction of that contemptible inſect, a louſe : a uſeful docu- 
ment of the power of Providence in the uſe of mean inſtru- 


nts, 
N. 1 
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This day both meetings entirely ſilent, and J ſat alone in 
the high ſituation, with a diſtteſſing inquietude in the morn- 
ing; but in the afternoon ſat below for the refreſhment and 
_ of my ſpirits, and had a good ſweet time in a lively 
travail for an advancement in the Chriſtian race, and a 
— whiſper that I ſhould be ſtill more diſengaged from the 
wor * 

10. The holy conflict continues, and light and truth pre- 


85 vail, bleſſed be the Lord ! 


11. A ſong in the night, ſucceeded by a — day. 
12. „ Your heavens ſhall be as braſs, your earth 
iron, and I will command che clouds that they rain no rain,” 
is in part the diſmal ſcene we now witneſs, What will the 
end of theſe things be? Lord, thou knoweſt. | 
May I be prepared and rendered fit to be removed from 
the evil to come. Lord, give more of thy fear; for ſurely 
I do not fear thee enough. | 
3. The meeting filent, but luminous. 
15. Thirty minutes paſt five. Read the ſcriptures thus 
early to edification on this the firſt day of the week, accord- 
ing to a late hint, and found the neceſſity of thus redeeming 
my loſt time. | | | 
Both meetings more lively than of late, . 
18. God is now attacking Babylon in the ſight of all the 
world, even in the demolition of that main body of her ar- 
tiſicers called Jeſuits; no ſmall event verily, and what I 
humbly hope will make way for the introduction of the 
purity and ſimplicity of the goſpel. Lit 
Saw into the weakneſs, vanity, and imperfections of 
phyſick, as now praQtiſed : the ancients ſtudied diet, and 
other things called non-naturals more, and the arts of phar- 
. macy and medicines leſs; the laſt now too much (even 
chiefly) regarded, and by this means our honourable art is 
become the jeſt of the witty, and pronounced a faſhion, 
as indeed medicines are as variable as the faſhions of our 
clothes. | 
Engaged now in a laborious work for the publick benefit ; 
and I hope in a way not interfering with my ſpiritual con- 
cerns ; my retired preſent ſituation, in an exemption from 
not only vain and profane, but even needleſs converſation, 
favours the attempt. | 
In the mean time God gives the dew of heaven, and the 
fatneſs of the earth, being content with a little, and this with 
the higheſt reaſon : for, why ſhould a man with one foot in 
the grave covet much proviſion ? 
4 26. A 
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26. A bright and lively, though humbling, irradiation ta 
the following purpoſe : O the flowneſs of my progreſs during 
the ſpace of ſeveral years! O how long in learning this 
great truth, that this life of mine is not a ſtate of ſettle- 
ment, but baniſhment : Lord, faſten this truth on my heart, 
and let it N me in my conduct. 

209. I ſaw my fin of inadvertence yeſterday : now fins, 
even of ignorance, were to be atoned for under the law ; 
and ſurely the goſpel does not fall ſhort of the purity of the 
law: to God's terms I fly, even to the blood which. was 
ſhed for the remiſſion of fins, on faith and repentance ; in 
other terms, to the fountain or laver which is ſet open: for 
I muſt waſh before I ſacrifice. 

-* Behold a beauty in the laws of Moſes, an evidence of 
their divine original, in the ſtrict regard to piety and juſtice, 
viz. Let every man flay his brother,“ was the command in 
the caſe of the golden calf: and in that of the ſtrange fire, 
the very ſons of Aaron were ſtruck dead by fire from hea- 
ven, and there was to be no mourning for them ; zeal and 
piety were to ſwallow up natural affection. 

Again, the prieſts were not to drink wine, nor ſtrong 
drink, when they went to the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion; alſo, they were to waſh, previous to their offering, 
and to offer for themſelves, and for the people. 


Firrn MonTH, 1764. 
\ 

1. Held our monthly conference. Katt” 
A month of afflictions, conflicts, and buffetings, partly 
from cauſes unknown, partly from the ſickly ſtate of the 
church and backfliders, and ſome humiliation for our own 
temptations and fins ; yet we have pretty frequently bright 
irradiations of faith and love, and our meeting is ſenſibly 
and manifeſtly to edification, bleſſed be the Lord ! | 
A ſweet fade of the Jewiſh ſabbaths of weeks, of years, 
and of Jubilee, as types of this and other days by me, thus, in 
the will of God, ſet apart for religious retirement, a ſpecial 
favour done me, whilſt multitudes around me are ſwallowed 
up in worldly cares; whereas I find, that, as reſt given to 
the earth once in ſeven years, was a natural and temporal 
advantage, theſe little ſabbaths are ſo likewiſe, even that my 

— ſtudies ſucceed far better than in a perpetual hurry. 
2. The Lord was with me in curbing the ſenſual SO 

3 a 
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3 and 4. A heavy exerciſe, and matter of no ſmall trouble: 
the ſchool-meeting, which I had attended on principle from 
its firſt renovation, and in which God had honoured me with 
ſome illuminations for the benefit of the children, at once was 
utterly diſcountenanced and dropped : the Lord knows by 
what means, to him the righteous Judge I leave it, who was 
my refuge in this calamitous time, who is ſaid to “ inhabit 
the of thick darkneſs: Good Lord, wean and deliver 
2 own time from this heap of confuſion in church and 

te. ; 
A brother-pillar threatens to remove: Lord, direct our 
ſteps, for they ſeem tending to deſolation Nes 

5. Fifteen minutes paſt five, Saw that a holy violence 
is to be exerciſed with regard to natural ſtudies, even the 
rather, as death haſtens. Accordingly roſe at this good hour 
- in holy vigilance, and read my old author, On the Contempt 
of the orld. | a 
Too late at meeting, in God's eſtimation, although not in 
that of man. ; | 
6. The inquiries. on foſſils proceed with ſucceſs and clear- 
neſs, and with a muliſh ſteadineſs : but, Lord, lift up to the 
myſteries of grace, even of thy love, the diſplays whereof 
appear in our Goſhen ſurrounded by Egyptian darkneſs. 
3 A glimmering of hope that our ſchool ſcheme may be a 
work of Providence, and-the rather, becauſe the riches have 
the leaſt ſhare in it. hz | 
Truth triumphed in the miniſtry over the ſpirit of vanity. 
A ſpiritual ſenſe teſtified of, with regard to the dullneſs of 
meetings, even from the. greater part being in their hearts 
. drawn another way. Was not this one real cauſe of my late 
exceſſive heavineſs and deſertion at meetings ? | 
A tranſition from the ſtones called Touchſtones, by which 
gold is tried, to the ſpiritual Touchſtone, which was exhibited 
this day in a miniſterial way, even by the following important 
and trying query: doſt thou love God or the world moſt? I 
» but not without a mixture of hope. 4 | 
'This day our miniſtry ſhone in preaching Chriſt Jeſus, 
and not themſelves: it was a good time, and J bleſs the Lord 


for thus placing me among my betters, and for thus con- 

"Fa tinuing a living miniſtry, even in my juniors. 225. 
. my labours, and the objects of them, even at the 
; | beſt, and with the moſt happy ſucceſs that can be ſuppoſed ; 
they amount to no more than patching up a mouldering body, 

deſtined to deſtruction by the irreverſible decree of God: but 

| | greater 
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greater and more glorious are the labours of the leaſt miniſter 
of the goſpel. Lord, lift up above phyſick. 41 
- Suggeſtions of pride in the midſt of doing my duty. 
Satan avaunt, and take the pride to thyſelf. 

A ſecret whiſper in theſe words, (Thou canſt not be heir 
of two kingdoms.” | 

8. Too worldly: my work not perfect before God. 

9. An exerciſe on account of a matter ſuppoſed by a ſenior 
(with whom I agree) to have a bad influence on the meeting 
of miniſters elders (which meeting held, as it ought to 
be, would be one of the moſt important, ſolemn, and uſeful 
meetings in the nation) viz, The holding it at three inſtead 
of one o'clock, i. e. after dinner; a not improbable means 
of damping the holy fire, and one occaſion of the dulneſs 
which is obſerved to attend that meeting: this exerciſe was 
not duly ſeconded and ſupported : may it be revived ! 

12. I am as a ſparrow on the houſe-top: indeed theſe general 
meetings refreſh, but at home is penury, famine, and defertion, 

155 A little enlargement in prayer. 

he publick meeting lively, in a ſweet call to the youth: 
but, where are the preſbyters to ſecond it? Surely in the 
earth, buried alive. | "4 

fy Lord preſerve me from the contagion of theſe times ! 

18. Behold the Prieſts and Levites in the legal diſpenſation ; 
and let it be queried, what art thou in the church militant ? 

Anſw. 1it. I am an Amen-man. 2d. A ſcribe and re- 
corder. 3d. A viſiter. 4th. Perhaps an overſeer. 5th. An 
inſpector of the conduct of meetings for worſhip. 

Awful poſts truly; and may they be often viewed as ſuch, 

Again, thou art not a Nazarite, for thou drinkeſt wine; 
nor a publick prieſt, but a Levite, a burden-bearer in the 
ſpiritual Iſrael, and ſome loads are impending on thy ſhoulders, 

rd, grant they be not too heavy, Lord, ral up help- 
meets, 

21. Lord, bleſs my temporal ſtudies : preſerve from con- 
ceitedneſs and oſtentation, and inſpire with love to my neigh- 
bour, 

Accounts are given of conſiderable numbers of our people 
attending the entertainments of the ſtage. 

Queſt. Can ſuch have a reliſh for the goſpel ſimplicity ex- 
hibited in our miniſtry, and otherwiſe ? I think not: may we 
be ſupported in a faithful teſtimony againſt this corruption 
creeping in among a people called out of the world. And let 
us remember, that they that are for us are,more than they 
that are againſt us, viz, The ſaints and angels in heaven, the 
+ 'I 
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yearly, quarterly, and monthly meetings, in each of which 
8 has 5 ſounded A this occaſion, and even by 
the preſbytery of- Glaſgow. 5 | 
ne of our. few pillars is removed by death. Sl 
232. Behold Caleb and Joſhua, the two faithful ſpies 
ſupported amidſt a rebellious and unbelieving people, ar 
their faith and courage, and God's ſpecial regard to it. Numb. 
xiv. 24. Surely, the analogy will hold. Carnel men will 
not believe, notwithſtanding the peculiar favour of God to us, 
in raiſing up a miniſtry, and eſtabliſhing a holy diſcipline, and 
the pointing forth the ſpiritual Canaan. hat is all this 
| mighty prevalence of the worldly ſpirit, fo much and ſo juſtly 
. complained of, but the very folly of the old Iſraelites acted 
1 over again, looking back to the glory of the world, even as 
they did to Egypt, and diſbelieving the promiſe of heaven 
made by the Lord Jeſus himſelf, and renewed by his miniſters 
animated by faith ? But, ſhall not ſuch an example, ſet before 
their eyes, be a heavy aggravation of their guilt ? Pu 
27. O my ſoul, thou haſt ſpread in the branch, but muſt 
now ſhoot downwards, and grow in the root, even in the love 
of God, and its twin-fiſter, the fear of him, exerted on the ob- 
. jecis of eating, drinking, and feeding of the brain, and in 
| patience under impending ſufferings, and in looking up unto 
| and truſting in God under all-diſcouragements whatſoever. 
| 28. The Ifraclites. were to be hanged up againſt the fun, 
when they joined themſelves to the idol Baal-peor. I query 
then, what will become of ſuch, who, making a god of their 
belly, negle& the worſhip of the true and living God? 
209. Of three elders, not one at the province; alſo no out- 
ward miniſter there: a very diſmal account truly! Is this a 
time for ſeaſting? 8 | 
31. Finiſhed Gill's inſtrutive comment on Geneſis, Exo- 
dus, Leviticus, and Numbers: bleſſed be the Lord for raiſing 
up ſo uſeful a man. 1 a | 
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1. Held our monthly conference. | 
My brother's faith and love are ftronger than mine : he 
hath had much forgiven, ſo loveth more: he is more weaned 
N from the world than I, who am often heartily ſick of it, al- 
x though — in it: he injures his conſtitution 
by exceſs in Chriſti 
2 | 


— —ͤ— 


an vigilance: I am forced to huſband mine, 
yet 
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yet I ſtruggle and work ſmartly; and read and pray whilſt 
many are aſleep. EF EM 

3- Brittle upon a flight occaſion. | 
5. At meeting, a preſſure upon my ſpirit that I may be 


tipened in proportion to the advancing harveſt-day. 
8. At a filent meeting A light raviſhment of faith and 
ſweet hope, and a heart jealous of this world, as a ſtate of 
perpetual danger, with doubts concerning yeſterday's compo- 
tation. pe | 
9. Saw myſelf in the clear viſion to be top-heavy; and the 
neceſſity there is for my growing leſs in the branch, and more 
in the root. nt * 
10. Sol. Greatneſs is à ſnare to goodneſs: behold the 
multiplicity of the cares and engagements of the great, and 
pity them. | | | 

Th temptation to abſcond from meeting repulſed, 

11. Sol. Behold the ſpiritual epidemick diſeaſes of the ſouls 
of thy fellows, and mourn and work: the head is ſick, and the 
heart faint; the dragon's tail hath ſwept down the third part 
of the ſtars ; practical atheiſm, in a groſs prevailing neglect 
and contempt of the worſhip of God in ſpirit, and unbelief in 
Chriſt, is entering ; and partiality threatens in a notable in- 
ſtance: all T give way? Then let my right hand forget its 
cunning |- 

The lukewarm are robbers of God, unjuſt to themſelves, 
to their-children, and to their friends and neighbours, even 
in the negle& of publick worſhip, and the direful ſpreading-of 
their example, | | 

19. Forty-five minutes paſt three in the morning. Solid 
delight and improvement by this early riſing. =” 

dified b Gil on Deuteronomy, ſhewing a peculiat glory : 
among the fo, in their 3 without any like- 
neſs, as other nations, who, without the light of divine reve- 
lation, are ſunk in baſe idolatry ; and next in the excellency 
of their laws: but now, now the goſpel-day ſhines infinitely 
brighter, and lays us under deeper obligations, 

ut how few believe in and fee this 2 And how many 

forget the Lord, as the Jews forgot the covenant of the Lord 
their God? NC 8 fs : 

Again, how ſtrongly expreſſive of the danger peri 
is — precept, Dea. vi. 10. 12. « When the Lord b” 
God hath brought thee into the land- beware left thou forget 
the Lord.” Again, even in that cloudy diſpenſation, ſee 
God's injunction to parents, Deut. vi. 6, 7: and let the pa- 
rents, who generally abſent themſelves from the meeting op 

| 5 pointed 
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pointed for the youth, even under the prefent glorious ſhining | 
of the goſpel light, juſtify themſelves if they can, | 
20. A ſomewhat cold reception of the ſpiritual book I lent : 
the inn is full of other gueſts. | 
21. Sol. Why expect an old head on young ſhoulders? 
And why wonder at the carnal ftate of our youth ? Shall we 
not pity their weakneſs, and allure them by holy wiles, as 
Paul did ſome of the churches formerly? Surely, there is ample 
room for more labour among them: Lord, raiſe and ſend men 
to do this work. | . ; 
Conſider this matter yet more maturely: our way, as the 
way of every Chriſtian indeed, is a way of ſelf-denial, a ſo- 
lemn — hung out to the world, in our language and 
manners, of a renunciation of the world, which muſt needs 
be a croſs to fleſh and blood: but, conſider the example of 
2 even Chriſt ſeſus, who was made perfect through 
ings. » X 
23. A farther clearing up of the illumination the 18th 
above, in relation to my ſtation in the ſpiritual Iſrael, even 
as bearing an analogy to that of the Levite under the firſt 
covenant, which was, © to bear the ark of the covenant, and 
to ſtand before the Lord to miniſter to his prieſts in the 
tabernacle, and to keep and guard that.“ See Deut. x. 8. 
In other terms, to be as Aaron and Hur, who held up the 
hands of Moſes. — ' pd rg | 
Moreover, take notice of Moſes's faſting a ſecond time 
forty days and forty nights, on occaſion of the idolatry of the 
olden calf z and learn hence to faſt more, and feaſt leſs ; for, 
— the ſpiritual idolatry of the golden calf is alſo found in 
our camp, even conhdencg in riches, and devoting the. beſt 
of our time and labour to the acquiring the temporal before 
the ſpiritual treaſure, egregiouſly manifeſted in the prevailing 
general neglect of the publick worſhip of God, the King In- 
viſible, Chriſt the Lord, who hath promiſed his preſence to 
thoſe that meet in his name: but do thoſe concerned in this 
neglect really believe him? I think not. 8 
Again, another portion of ſeripture ſeemed to be applicable 
to the diſmal times and / ge ſtate of the ſociety among whom 
my lot is caſt, via. Deut. xi. x6, 17. © Beware, leſt your 


heart deceive you, and left you turn aſide, and ſerye other 
ods, and worſhip them, and fo the anger of the Lord be 
indled againſt you, and he ſhut up heaven, that there be 
no rain, and that your land yield not her fruit, and ye periſh 
quickly from the good land which the Lord giveth a 
af? 2 > 20. ec 
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lected, as is the publick worſhip previous thereunto, by 
veral of my aſſociates, who ought to be better way-marks. 
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1. Opens the monthly retreat. 1 

Sixty- five and a half are now paſt. 12 | 

Queſt. . What is the real obſtacle to an entire union of thy 
will to that of thy Maker ? Tek wh 

Anſw, I am not enough mortified to. the love of natural 
ſcience, the object of which is mere fleſh and blood, and I 
am jealous of a like defect in ſenſual gratification in eating 

and drinking. ; 15. 28: | 

As to ſciences, I have indeed ever ſtudigd uſefulneſs, not 
mere Curioſity z but this will not juſtify before God, nor indeed 
the beſt.of my works +, IT. 

I have allo loved truth upon earth, and devoted both time 
and treaſure to the promotion of it; but not with half that 
ardour which animates the hearts of ſome of my contempo- 
rarĩes, particularly the miniſters : to this add, that in my ſpi- 
ritual writings I have been more in words than in life. Where 
is pride now ? Satan, avaunt. | q 

8. At meeting—A doubt whether I love God above all: 
indeed I feel an attraction upwards, and a weaning from this 
world; but this weaning time is a time of ftruggle: Lord, 
ſupport under it yet more powerfully, | | 
10. A ſhocking load of church buſineſs impends, with 
which I was exerciſed, and diſcharged in a degree of integrity. 

12. More weight of important church buſineſs : he. 
raiſe up help-meets. | 

13. A ſilent meeting, but prolifick in ſweet appoſite medi- 
tations, &c. to the following purpoſe : Lord, I do not love 
thee enough, becauſe I do not fear thee enough: yet I am 
ſure the war goes on, and with ſome ſucceſs, - | 

Impends my work as a Levite: Lord, ſtrengthen then the 
ſhoulders, and clothe with a little more faith, a little more 
hope, and a little more love. For, ſurely, if my ſenſe be tight, 

God hath a ſeed here, even in our little meeting. 
Lord, limit and direct my natural ſtudies. 

14. Sol. The dependence on man in meetings of worſhip, 
is a new ſpecies of image-worſhip ; for the worſhip of God 
conſiſteth in love, reverence, and obedience. - Lip-labour 
abſtract from this is no worſhip, but only a picture or repre- 

| on os. ſentation 


fire 
_ ately extinguiſhes it. Surely theſe ſee no beauty in our ſilent 
—— 2s others ſee — in our Chriſtian diſcipline. ' 


but ſurely 
be 


with the 


| ing p 

a and of; iſes. h ny 

% . to be 
8 but want of hands, and want of prudence in diſpoſing 

- 16. The moſt innocent of feaſts carry a bitterneſs with 


17. Exerciſed with a jealouſy of the ſpirit of gluttony, but 
* 1 * 4 2 n 

20. Dull and fleepy at a filent meeting, with a cloudy 
atmoſphere ; yet was comforted with an affurance of having 
done my duty in' the exerciſe of Chriſtian diſcipline, and this 
text was 1454 4 * Be not weary in well-doing : in 
due time thou ſhalt reap, if thou faint not.” 

22. Heavy, dragging work, to get a ſucceſſion of overſeers, 


| whilſt a greater neceſſity of it than ever appears. 


23. Spiritual news. Soldiers and ſinners receive the goſpel. 
24. Truth triumphed in the diſcipline-meeting, amidſt 
great backſlidings; to God only be the glory. | 
229. Atte a miniſter in a church journey, and diſ- 
charged my duty as a Levite to my fellow Levites. | 

30. Still cauſe of complaint of earthly attractions, even to 
natural ſtudies, and that in-me dwelleth no good thing : thy 
goodneſs, Lord, is about me, May it attend as the pillar of 

cloud by day, and of fire by night. n 

Farewell now plants, farewell ſoſſils and waters, any more 
than as in the way of duty, and without anxiety ; for God 
hath higher and better objects before me. | 
O my foul, view now the world and the church, and 

view phyſick and its profeſſors, and be delighted with the 
proſpect, if thou canſt. Surely thou canſt not, but rather 
them all, and pant after a better ſtate, which the Lord 

Jefus hath promiſed : O may the conditions on my part <7 


, 
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fulilled ! © Ir the Lord delight in us” (as fail the typical. 
3 en ew he 2 3 5 


2 Eichrn Moxr, 1764. 
» Held our monthly conference. | 


| My brother: confeſſet, amidſt all his experiences, that he 
daily falls ſhort of his duty to God and man: this his 


humility, and God's favour to him, in ſhewing him the wide 


extent -_ his law, RY 
2. Some ſpeak of ſuch illapſes of and as affect 
the body: "_ fire is more nary. a0 7 have oſten 
| pong ity, peace, and thankfulneſs, and rarely a con- 
tory tear, except, of fate, after great defortions. 5h 
- Opens monthly retreat. | 
Suche vx — now : how much time is before me, 
knoweſt. Allo, what will become of this city,. 
x — not I who am as a ſparrow on the houſe- top, 
panting a little after a better ſtate, and better company. 
Lord, who haſt deprived us of the opportunity of the ſchool- 
— viſit the youth, and bring them forward, if it 
y will in the — of thoſe who have Lighted thy call 
= God of Samuel. 
4. To ſit, hear, and learn, is more ſafe and more profitable 
than to teach, 
9. There is a fair analogy between the ſtate of Iſrael under 
the Ju on the death of Joſhua and the elders, and our 
church ſtate here. Now judgment is to be exerciſed.on tranſ- 
greſſors, _ the weak are to be ſtrengthened. | 
Lord, inv _ and raiſe up help-meets. Rules are laid 
down, but unleſs thou animate, they are a mere dead letter. 
I bleſs thee, who haſt hitherto helped me in this labour, con- 
to the maxims of the friendſhip and policy of this world. 
It is a doubt whether any will j Join as overſeers: Lord, look 
down upon our deplorable ſtate. 
Again, neither is the analogy leſs juſt between our ſtate and 
— of Iſrael, when God delivered them by Deborah : for, of 
rs, much of, nat only the miniſtry, but even the viſits 
ilies, is devolved into the hands of women; and who 
Nall fay that God cannot effect great things by mean inſtru- 
ments : 
IO. Take care, take care, of the fumes of eye and 
whiſkey : tremble at my mixture. Such is the ſpirit of the 
| $3 true 


. 
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true Quaker; and ſuch was Joſeph, who ſaid, (How ſhall I 
do this evil? &c, ds Ku 

Attempted an appointment of overſeers, to little purpoſe, 
The city is in danger, and we cannot get watchmen : they 
cry out, we are not fit: Lord, look down and fit. 

12. A diſmal ſcene: a publick oppoſition to the men's 
meeting, and two contradictory declarations in a meeting for 
worſhip.” Lord, look down. 1 — we are not wholly aban- 
doned. 4 "A | 
13. Diſcha my conſcience as inſpeRor of the miniſtry 
— . — N | OG: | "Fu 
A fertile day in naturals, but a barren one in ſpirituals. 

14. A filent meeting, but profitable: the Lord is my re- 
fuge in the preſent diſtreſs : he knoweth our ſtate altogether, 
< 9. Church appointments neglected, by reaſon of bad yoke- 
ows. | 
A glorious diſplay of the Spirit of Prayer, and the Pray 
of — in e book? I lene it, E. order to t a 
ſome of the ſpread of à goſpel ſpirit. RESI | 

20. Theſtate of Sion makes me almoſt weary of the world: 
ſurely there is better company; Lord, ſend forth more 

21. At the meeting of diſcipline the teſtimony was held up 
both againſt a ſpurious miniſtry, and againſt open immorality, 
blefſed be the Lord | Wee 

23. A luminous and conſolating irradiation in the preſent 
labours in diſcipline, wherein they were ſeen, not, as by the 
carnal, as a mean thing; nor with an utter neglect, as by 
the luke warm; but as in God's ſight, as a great and important 
affair: thus was I encouraged to hold on my way, yet to pray 
for help- meets. | ; | 

Again, the work of an elder, faithfully proſecuted, ſeems 
to be rather greater or more laborious than that of a mere 
— miniſter,” even the application of the Chriſtian precepts to 
individuals. 8 | 
: = N = 1. © The s of the Lord was precious 
n thoſe days, there was no viſion of prophecy ;** our caſe 
— faite. * F ph 4 

29. Diſtributed a pious book. | Fin 5's 
30. My retirement is highly improving to myſelf,” and I 
believe to others. 5 | 

31. Dinner, bread and water, on a medical principle. 

| / 


" 
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NinTta MonTn, 1764. 

Opens my monthly retreat. | 

1. I proclaim a faſt to myſelf on a purely religious account, 
at the next opportunity, | | 
. God hath favoured me beyond thouſands, even in givi 
eaſe and wy to diſcharge my duties religious and civil, 
The time of diſſolution haſtens. As to temporals, God hath 
given me to ſay, © it is enough: determined then to follow 
the Lord's drawings from this world of ſin, labour, temptation, 
weakneſs, and ſuffering : O what a bleſſed thing, under theſe 
circumſtances, is the hope of the goſpel It is my refuge in- 
deed, Lord, give to love thee, that I may dwell with thee 
for ever in a far better and more glorjous ſtate. 

'2, A viſit to the women's meeting, I hope to ſome good 
purpoſe :' providentially, a forgign ſiſter helped us. 

4. Strength declines, and the fleſh wears away, 
6. Thou art, as a naturaliſt, ſtudying ſtones : but lift up 
thy heart to a view of the ſtony. hearts of thy brethren, even 
hearts that are not touched by the calls of the Son of God 
himſelf, nor thoſe of his ſervants, but remain obdurate in the 
perſevering contempt of the publick worſhip of God, and of 

the Chriſtian diſcipline eſtabliſhed ; and of the laſt to that 
degree, that the neceſſary buſineſs depending could not be duly 
tranſacted. Surely here is not only a hard heart, but a blind 
eye, which can fee no beauty in theſe things. Is not here 
occaſion for both faſting and mourning ? 

8. Now completed in a year and a 2 my review of 
my collections on Natural Hiſtory for eighteen years: bleſſed 
be the Lord! os 

9. See: it is not the letter, but the ſpirit; not the ſhadow 
nor picture, but the ſubſtance, that is our characteriſtical ſcope 

and aim, After this do I pant, and hope that the Father of 
Spirits will favour this aſpiration. | 
All preaching and writing will ſoon come to an end; but 
love, the molt reſplendent! and durable of all ſpiritual gifts, 
will abide for ever, | N N 

The repeated advice of our church in former times was, 
Beware of too eager a purſuit of riches.* The like caution 
was this day renewed upon my ſpirit, wich reſpect unto the 
too eager purſuit of natural knowledge ; for ſurely, all this 
will be ſwallowed up in viſion ſhortly ; and the apoſtolick 
recommendation of a holy careleſſneſs, in reſpect to tempo- 


- 


rals, was ſweetly revived and applied to m. 
$4 10. God's 
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10. God's goodneſs is admirable and adorable, in —＋ 
with the careleſs and rebellious, as this day, by a woman 

low degree raiſed up: a well-fraught el iruly, with an 
amazing elegance and propriety of application of ſcripture, 
various and copious, ſimple, humble, and loving. My foul 
ſhrinks into ſelf-contempt on the compariſon : there let me 
d eee. If I be à ſtep- ſtone in thy houſe, Lord, it 
| enough. 
12. Hiſtory. The elders will not came to aid and aſſiſt at 
br a ped ant Meg. 8 . 

13. 1 proclai a on account jepravi 4 
a both within our walls, and without them, Indolence 
and cowardice, in a eauſe wherein the honour of our Chriſtian 
proſeſſſon is concerned, are nicknamed prudence. 

Ate bread, and drank water for dinner. | 

16. The extenſive duties of an elder ſhewn me, in occa- 
ſional viſits to the young, the poor, and the ignorant. Mine 


among the children are interrupted ; Lord, revive them. 


God gave courage to diſcharge my duty at a meeting of 
fellaw-elders, 4 how 

19. Proceeded in the diſtribution of a pious book. - 

22, An eccleſiaſtical journey. IO 

I wondered how the ſaints could eat of ſuch variety 

_ diſhes as they did. | WEEN | 
| 9 be the Lord, who hath enabled to oppoſe a ſpurious 

mint 75. , | | p 
23. At quarterly meeting was with my betters: and, 
though-the men are in great meaſure withdrawn from the - 
miniſtry, one woman. ſhone in that ſtation, in a ſweet goſpel 
_ ſound, and invitation to the youth, and to the ſinners in Sion. 
A renewed diſtaſte of the world: but O my earthly-mind- 
edneſ(s, my brittleneſs, and my brutality in eating and drink- 
ing ; though not to exceſs according to the ns." | | 

29. O ſweet and illuminated ſolitude | I ſee the men's 
meeting aſleep, whilſt deſolation looks in at aur windows. 
Lords, enlighten, rouſe, and ſtrengthen, leſt we periſh from 


30. mm — | 1 
Sixty-five a ven are now paſt. 
| Queſt. What lack I 4x 1755 f | 
Anſw. A more ſolid and permanent contempt of this world, 
and all the concerns of fleſh and blood; bounds to be ſet to 
the anxious purſuits of nature ; higher degrees of faith in Chriſt, 
even as gone to prepare a place for us. Be no longer a fool 
in making this thy reſt 3 for it is a polluted one to every _ | 
. teh. : nat 
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that makes it t fo, an over-ſhifting ſeems, and unfolded * 
wag pain, good, and evil. Glory to God for 
fat, 0 wi in Grſ, in having appoint or ws» bag 2 
on he | 


Turn MowTH, 1764. 
Subjects for mourning opened. 
infidelity and praQtical atheiſm of the higher rank, 
. 2. The inſolence of the mob, in defiance of power both 
civil and military. 
the healing art in a 
+ The ende of the worlip of God, 
our higher proſeſſion of a ſpiritual worſhip, wh An dd lighted = 
by a 3 * 
to be | 
3. wo in hl See eee 
the ſanctuary in the ſight of tho 
our worſhip nor diſci wes. to'which add the dwarfiſhn 4 
the ſeniory, who p OT A ON CNY 
' themſelves children: — * _—_ offices of overſeers and 
of yiſiters are in danger of being ſuſpended. 
ſtruction of a raw, ignorant youth, pitifully diſmiſſed mere! 
to a publick meeting, and this in a . great meakire filent. * 
Firſt, In this ſingular being content with a little, 
DET y gains, 2 ſcience ; 
ſpiritual and natural improvement. 
Third. God's ſpecial viſitation in old age, wi a more li 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and humble hope and proſpect of the 
— 5 and, notwithſtanding the above repreſentation of 
our ſtate, not one whit more dolorous than true, the h 


4 on occalion of the defolations of Sion. | 
„5 
3. The pomp $i 
1 et among us, with the a 
way-marks 3 | 
6. No at es er ſort are ind, ſeein no 
ſervices; and, inflead of being fathers and i 
The want of family n 
But, are there no ſubj ene rejoicing g? Yes. 
and hence a delight „ 
Second. Eaſy circumſtances favouring theſe 
heavenly Canaan, the balſam and comfart of life amidſt all 
ſcriptures furniſh conſolation, in repeated inſtances of Deal . 
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97. care bins providence over a faithful remnant in allages, 
O may I be their companion for ever 

Er Some further proſpects of the r par- 
ticularly in the execution of the queries. 

Goaded ſome very tardy members of the men's meeting, 
and exhibited a ſhort exhortation to'the you 
9. A filent meeting A ſtrong K on my hon to 
more fruitfulneſs, 

12. At another—A ſweet review of God's ſpecial mercies 
to me, in opening more myſteries both in and in nature, 
and giving to ſee ſome good days, as well as evil ones. 

14. Many expect old heads upon young ſhoulders, and the 
deſcent of virtue to be, like that of eſtate, from father to ſon; 
but thou art not to marvel, that that which is born of the fleſh 
is fleſh, nor to fret thyſelf immoderatel becauſe of evil-doers, 
nor becauſe of the ſinners in Sion, nor — many that ſeem 
now to be firſt ſhould prove to be the laſt ; for ſuch Ganges 
are no new things. 

At the morning meeting, great inquietude from the fumes - 
| of indigeſtion ; yet fixed in prayer for being preſerved in 
moderation: my medicine was a dinner on bread and water. 
15. „ The eye is not ſatisfied in ſeeing, nor the ear in 
bearing: ſtop then thy career in nature. 

19. Soul, remember where and what thou waſt, and extend 
a compaſſionate view to thy brethren-ſinners in Sion. - 

21. Forty-five'minutes paſt fix. Too idle in bed to- 
day: O fleſh, thou clog! 

In the ſolemn ſilence of this day I was convicted of the ſpirit 
of pluttony, even living to eat, as a brute, and bleſſed God 
for inflicting ſickneſs and inquietude z- thus, in ſcripture lan- 
8 ge, bringing my own oY upon my own head; repeated 

ſusꝰs medicine, laſt named; viz. water. | 

22. Did God maintain his jealouſy againſt idolatry, by the 
- exertion of his Almighty Power, during the whole ſeries of 
the Jewiſh. ceconomy, and particularly in the inſtance of 
Elijah, the prophet, deſtroying the prieſts of Baal? And doth 
he not now equally deteſt our' ſpiritual idolatry, even our 
preferring the glories, pleaſures, and' profits of this world to 
thoſe of the next; our unbelief and diſregard of Chriſt Jeſu 
our ſpiritual Joſhua ? Hath he, however, forſaken his church 
Surely, no. 

23. At a ſilent meeting Aſter a ſtruggle with flatulence, 


; * and t * a . n and ſweet 
* ere 
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attraction of the Father's love to the following purpoſe ; © In 
this is my heavenly Father glorified, that ye bring forth'mych 
fruit; even as an elder. Lord, open this ſcene. 9 

24. Brittle on divers unexpected calls, through weakneſs, 
and an alloy of ſin. | | 

26. Anecdote in the Hiſtory of the Devil; at Paris, play- 
houſes are particularly thronged-on the firſt day of the week, 
and bear-baiting is ſaid to be practiſed: now, though we be 
not ſo barefaced, are we not evidently approaching to the like 
— and forgetfulneſs of God, by the late and preſent 
monſtrous growth of theſe vain paſtimes (nn ſpreading 
through the moſt conſiderable cities in the Britiſh dominions, 
both at home and abroad? ; 

28. A -light ſemi-paralytick ſtroke on my thumb, with a 
ſtrong impreſſion of the approach of the midnight ay for 
even already hath God of his bounty given thee nearly two 
years ſince the death of thy elder brother. 

29, 30. Improved the day of ſmall things a little, even 
in diſtributing a good book, as a Levite, and wrote one epiſtle 
on the occaſion of lukewarmneſs in the worſhip of God. 

A young miniſter exhibited a ſweet goſpel- call to the youth: 
I rejoiced in God's goodneſs in thus ſupplying a miniſtry 
from my juniors, an evidence of his power, goodneſs, love, 
and providential care over his church. 

But, after all, elders ought to co-operate with miniſters, 
even in making the application to individuals; elſe the work 
ſeems to be but half done: Lord, raiſe up help-meets. 


ELzytEnTa MonTH, 1764. 


1. Opens my monthly retreat. 
I am learning, but have not yet quite learned, to ſay on all 
. occaſions, „ Thy will be done.“ | 
Again, O my groveling heart! how long ſhalt thou dwell 
on the mere concerns of fleſh and blood? Surely, it is high 
time to be looſened. 

It is firmly impreſſed on my mind, that the time is ſhort: 
Lord, give me to redeem it; and bleſs my temporal ſtudies 
dedicated to the fulfilling the ſecond great commandment ; 
but ſtill with a preference to ſpirituals, and ſuperior honour 
for every, even the leaſt, miniſter of the goſpel, 

Thus do I ſeem in ſome ſort to die monthly, if not _ 

2. At 
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2. At our monthly conference. 

We both ſometimes complain of coldnef of wi * 
weakneſs of faith : my — hath ſome deſertions, ind 1 
am not without in; but the war is continued. 

- "Their women are exerciſed in private admonitions wehelr + 


* 


_ own ſexj'to good effect; ang they pray in their own families, 
and ſometimes in their confeſſionary conventicles: theſe are 

 - ," conſiderable advances, but our women go much further 
wo —, 1 hope they and we ſhall meet in the — region. | 


5. At the national meeting—A moſt ſorro view of 
ſervices good and neceſſary, particularly thoſe of elders and 
viſiters unſupplied. 
6. The Tandon written epiſtle breathes forth a goſpel 
ſuitable to our preſent ſtate : and the ſtream of the 


ſpirit, 
try runs to the youth : Lord, give us elders to concur 


with it. 

A troubleſome day-throu _ divers croſs accidents, and an 
exerciſe of patience on the folly and weakneſs of a committee. 
8. I was among my betters, whoſe faith and-Jove is far 
er than mine: theſe are bleſſed incentives: let me be 
ir companion in this vale of forrows, and for ever in the 
better country. 

10. One female miniſter only at the general meeting dan 


the country: ſhoekin * ˖[ò(2 


11. The ſtream of the miniſtry {till runs to the youth: 
they, therefore, are not abandoned; and moreover, from 
their readily aſſembling quarterly, I conclude there is a ſeed 
among them, which will admit of watering :' Lord, ſend 


eu waterers ; whilſt the Demas's are ſtill groveling in the 
17. The important ſervice of viſiting families in a ſocial 


capacity is dropping, nay, dropped; for the e in general 


— no ſpirit to perform it; ſo that here is little left, but 
— 9 1 pittance of preaching, and the exerciſs of Chriſtian 

(ci in the hands of a few. ; 

—_— A reflex view of my life, from the ert ſetting out to 

the preſent moment, in relation to vows: the firſt vow was 

like Jacob's, which vow I kept badly, having been overtaken 

with 0 iritual idolatry : the — 1 was on the day of m hath 


. eſpouſals, about ten years ago, which I humbly h 
been kept, though not perfect N 


Y, but weakly. . . 
20. A deep and lively ſenſe of the e of the way : 


the war indeed is maintained, but the ſtr great: on 
' the one hand, I am preſſed with the — of 4 


a certain work anal on the other, — jealouſy, leſt 


of 4th before 


this 
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this (which is a mere concern of fleſh and blood) ſhould pre- 
vail over my ſpirituals: Lord, help. Lord, raiſe, or I periſh. 
Anecdote. A worthy, fervent miniſter is ſhut up among us. 
21. Surely, God was with me in my childhood, drawi 
to the love of bimſelf beyond that of father and mother, and 
in the manly ſtate hever wholly forſook me, but bore with 
my ſpiritual idolatry and moral righteouſneſs ; but now is 
reviving the ſame tender call to the ſupreme love of himſelf, 
as in m th; and moreover, to the righteouſneſs whictt 
is by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, whom, days without number (even 
the God of grace and mercy in him) I lighted, having been 
abſorbed in him as the God of nature, but now called forth 
to the love of him as the God of grace, 'and to a preference 
of the knowledge of him as ſuch to all other knowledge, and 


to a holy and well-grounded content of this life, and hat- 
; | 


ever merely concerns it. So, Lord, raiſe, 1 
23. A grateful ſenſe of God's e in ſeveral paſt 
aſſaults: Lord, preſerve to the end. 

25. Happineſs is an exotick, which none but the ignorant 
expect to find in theſe regions ;. but Chriſtianity alone points 
it out in the other. © | | 

O the fervency of the primitive Chriſtians, as exemplified 
in Paul's prayers night and day, 2 Tim. i. 3. and in Epa- 
phroditus, who regarded not his life for the work of Chriſt; 
and Epaphras, who ftrove in prayer to God for the brethren, 

to an agony. 88 
238. View the errors of ſome, and the incorrigible per- 

verſeneſs of another; view the low ſtate of the Chriſtian life, 
the luke warmneſs and unbelief of thy fellow - profeſſors; view 
in nature the perplexities of ſcience, and particularly in thy 
own branch; view thy own beſtial appetites prompting to 
live to eat and to drink; and after all this, love either the 
world, or thyſelf, if thou canſt. No, I cannot; but will look 
up to Jeſus our pattern, and beſeech him yet to ſearch and 
moe more and more, and prepare me for the better company 

ve. | 

30. At meeting a ſolemn query was put to my ſoul, viz. 
What has thy Faith done for thee? ad 

Anſw. Firſt. It has given a nearer view of eternity, and 
a ſweet hope of acceptance in the beloved. (BK 

Second. A more fervent love of ſpiritual brethren as ſuch, 
even a love ſurpaſſing that of all external connections. 

Third. It has, by a holy violence, lifted me up above all 
the ſpecious concerns of fleſh and blood, even phyſick and 

natural ſcience. | | 
Fourth. 
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2. At our monthly conference. | 8 

We both ſometimes complain of coldneſs of love, and 
weakneſs of faith : my brother hath ſome deſertions, nnd I 
am not without fin 3 but the war is continued. 

Their women are exerciſed in private admonitions Weir 
own ſexj'to good effect; and they pray in their own families, 
and ſometimes in their confeſſionary conventicles: theſe are 


. - ," conſiderable advances, but our women go much further; 


_ © however, I hope they and we ſhall meet inthe happe region. 
5. At the national meeting—A moſt ſorro view of 
ſervices good and neceſſary, particularly thoſe of elders and 
viſiters 5 5 
6. The London written epiſtle breathes forth a goſpel 
at * ſuitable to our preſent ſtate: and the ſtream of the 
5 runs to the youth : Lord, give us elders to concur 
WI * 

A troubleſome day through divers croſs accidents, and an 
exerciſe of patience on the 0 folly and weakneſs of a committee. 

8. I was amohg my betters, whoſe faith and Jove is far 
greater than mine: theſe are bleſſed incentives: let me be 
their companion in this vale of ſorrows, and for ever in the 
better country. 

10. One female miniſter only at the general meeting from 
the country: ſhoekin ag times | | 
11. The ftream of the miniſtry Kill runs to the youth: 
they, therefore, are not abandoned; and moreover, from 
their readily aſſembling quarterly, I conclude there is a ſeed | 
among them, which will admit of watering: Lord, ſend 
_—__ waterers z whilſt the Demas's are ſtill groveling in the 
Ea 0 : 
17. The important ſervice of viſiting families in a ſocial 


capacity is dropping, nay, dropped; for the people in general 


— no ſpirit to perform it; ſo that here is little left, but 
N —_—_— pittance of preaching, and the exerciſe of Chriſtian 
* ine in the hands of a few. 
A reflex view of my life, from the gilt ſetting out to 
the reſent moment, in relation to vows : "the firſt vow was 
like Jacob's, which vow I kept badly, having been overtaken 
with ſpititual idolatry : the 1 was on the day of m 
eſpouſals, about ten years ago, which I humbly hope hath 
| been kept, though not perfe&tiy, but weakly. 
20. A deep and lively ſenſe of the narrowneſs of the way - : 
the war indeed is maintained, but the ſtruggle is great: on 
' the one hand, I am preſſed with the 4 of death before 
a certain work is * on the other, * A ns" 0 
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this (which is a mere concern of fleſh and blood) ſhould pre- 


vail over my ſpirituals: Lord, help. Lord, raiſe, or I periſh. 
Anecdote. A worthy, fervent miniſter is ſhut up among us. 
21. Surely, God was with me in my childhood, drawi 
to the love of himſelf beyond that of father and mother, an 
in the manly ſtate never wholly forſook me, but bore with 
my ſpiritual idolatry and moral righteouſneſs; but now is 


reviving the ſame tender call to the ſupreme love of himſelf, 


as in m th; and moreover, to the righteouſneſs whictt 


is by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, whom, days without number (even 
the God of grace and mercy in him) I lighted, having been 
abſorbed in him as the God of nature, but now called forth 
to the love of him as the God of grace, 'and to a preference 


of the knowledge of him as ſuch to all other knowledge, ang 


to a holy and well-grounded contempt of this life, what - 
ever merely concerns it. | So, Lord, raiſe, I wa 
23. A grateful ſenſe of God's e in ſeveral paſt 
aſſaults: Lord, preſerve to the end. | 
25. Happineſs is an exotick, which none but the ignorant 
expect to find in theſe regions ;. but Chriſtianity alone points 
it out in the other, © | 
O the fervency of the primitive Chriſtians, as exemplified 
in Paul's prayers night and day, 2 Tim. i. 3. and in Epa- 
phroditus, who regarded not his life for the work of Chriſt; 
and Epaphras, who ſtrove in prayer to God for the brethren, 
to an agony, 8 
22838. View the errors of ſome, and the incorrigible per- 
verſeneſs of another; view the low ſtate of the Chriſtian life, 
the lukewarmneſs and unbelief of thy fellow-profeſſors ; view 
in nature the perplexities of ſcience, and particularly in thy 


own branch; view thy own beſtial appetites prompting to 
live to eat and to drink; and after all this, love either the 


world, or thyſelf, if thou canſt. No, I cannot; but will look 
up to Jeſus our pattern, and beſeech him yet to fearch and 


purify more and more, and prepare me for the better company 


above. 
30. At meeting a ſolemn query was put to my ſoul, viz. 
What has thy faith done for thee ? | | 
Anſw. Firſt. It has given a nearer view of eternity, and 
a ſweet hope of acceptance in the beloved. | Mk 
Second. A more fervent love of ſpiritual brethren as ſuch, 
even a love ſurpaſſing that of all external connections. 


Third. It has, by a holy violence, lifted me up above all 
the ſpecious concerns of fleſh and blood, even phyſick and 


natural ſcience. 


Fourth. 
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Fourth. Upon a conviction of an inordinate attachment to 
theſe laſt objects in time paſt, it has taught me now to 
redeem my time in a juſt preference to the divine ſtudies, 
On the other hand, there is abundant cauſe for the purſuit 
of an increaſe of this faith; for indeed, were it ſtronger, I 
ſhould love God more: for I am ſure I do not love God 
enough, becauſe I do not fear him enough. In the next 

place, am afraid. of the ſpirit of gluttony and drunkenneſs. 
I feel the daily dragging down of the — to natural ſtudies. 


On the whole, the combat is great. 


TwWII TTR MonTH, 1764. 
ns my monthly retreat. | 
1. It ſeemed, that I muſt content myſelf with a very low 
3 in the houſe of God: indeed 1 am not worthy of a 
er. | 

| J 2, Fifteen minutes paſt ſeven, Great indulgence to my 
eyes, in conſideration of the great work before me, and ſun- 
ſet haſtening, though it now ſhines with uncommon vigour 
on body and mind; adored be the God of nature and of grace. 

Read Doddridge, a laconick; pathetick, energetick, and 
heart · ſearching miniſter : O what a pygmy am I before him! 

3. Great agitations and fluctuations of mind, on account 
of an occaſion of publick trouble. | ” 

4. An old acquaintance threatens to migrate, death's har- 
bingers are upon him. | Lad Yet 
Let thy moderation appear; for the Lord is at hand.” 

5. At the youth's meeting, was greatly humbled under a 
ſenſe of my great weakneſs, and the — of the miniſterial 

exhibitions there, and want of elders giſted for the ſervice: 
alſo in ſadneſs for want of brethren-mourners, and even de- 
claimers, of whom now none appear on occaſion of the late 
attempt made to break our fence : Lord, ſtrengthen and raiſe 

up them that ſhall do the work far better than J. 

From theſe diſtreſſes I retired, and purſued my medical 
ſtudies ſucceſsfully : yet not without a word of conſolation 
as to ſpirituals, viz. « Rejoice when ye fall into divers temp- 
tations, knowing that tribulation worketh patience, &c. and 
the trial of your faith is more precious than that of gold.“ 

7. Impends the ſpiritual viſit to the idle, in concert: be- 
hold, this is ſpiritual medicine : Lord, inſpire for the work. 

A ſilent meeting, and very ſweet, under a lively ſenſe of 
the Lord's goodneſs and bounty, | 

| Behold 


. 
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Bebold the labour and work of years in ſearch of truth 
natural, and yet but imperfectly found, * E tamen aliguid 


| prodire tenus j and as light is better than darkneſs, ſo is a little 


knowledge than total ignorance 2, and I hope I may be bleſſed 
in this my lower ſphere, compared to that of the leaſt faith- 
ful miniſter. | | . N | n 
8. A feaſt, pretty ſober. : inte * 
A week of bitter affliction upon Sion's account. on 
9. Eight o'clock. O the clog of fleſh, and blood, cauſing 
fo much loſs of time on this day | | } 
- God gave grace to prefer Jeruſalem to, worldly profit. 
A ſweet time in the afternoon in filente: an holy attrac- 
tion to diligence in the oſſice of an elder, and particularly 
in the admonitions we are now, by the churches. order, en- 
gaged in. Mt, | | 
15. Six patients, one in the country, abſorbed my matin : 
redeemed the time povurly' in the whoa 5 O my barrenneſs, 
and the choaking cares of the world | If I, who have ſo little 
of them, experience this, what muſt they do, who are ſo deeply 
immerſed in them? ; 15 75 ; 
116. | Fifteen minutes paſt ſeven, - Uneaſy about the time 
ſpent in bed, ; WA ad = 
Exonerated my conſcience, in a certain pes oppoſition 
to a ſpurious miniſtry, in behalf of which I ſay, O the hard- 
neſs of the hearts of ſome men! ; 2 
17. A dull proſpect ſeems yet before me: here is an 
earthly-minded people, and my own heart is ever grovelin 
towards the concerns of fleſh and blood, even nature an 
natural things: Lord ſend forth thy light and thy tcuth ; 
in me dwelleth no good thing.“ An almoſt Chriſtleſs day. 
18. A ſweet luminous time at meeting, and was prompted 
to more induſtry in performing the ſpiritual viſits, with a 
ſweet ſenſe that God loveth a cheerful giver: alſo: on the 
compariſon of the care of the immortal to the mortal ; this 
laſt, even phyſick, dwindled to little in the clear viſion : 
bleſſed be the Lord! | 
To obſerve ſtrictly the precept, © to eat and to drink to 
live,” is an attainment not the moſt eaſy, but one ſtrong. 
inſtance of the commandment being exceeding broad, the 
way narrow; and that fleſh and blood, which ſhall never 
_—_— kingdom, muſt be flain both ſpiritually and li- 
terally, | 


l - 


However, it is ſomething to have gone thus far. 4 
21. 


a A SPIRITVAL DIARY: | 3 
21. A faſt, on occaſion of a publick defiance of our ſpi- 


army. | | 
Whoncs comes this Infolence f Is jt not in part owing to 
ourſelves, even to a ſecret departure in heart from, or un- 
belief in, our General, the evidences whereof are too ma- 
niſeſt 3 hence the enemy takes advantage: in other terms, a 
ſtupidity and inſenſibility of the beauty of the hedge with 
which the Lord of the vineyard hath fenced us; in which 
n and of con- 
ſequence to lay us waſte : who in his ſenſes can be totally 
ſilent on this occaſion ? Why are not more mouths opened 
in declamation, even in a holy avowed concurrence ? 
| 22. On this occaſion, I reviewed the ſolemn faſt and 
conſeſion of the Levites, Neh. ix. in which are ſeveral 
things applicable to our ſtate; particularly, ver. 16. They 
hardened their necks, and hear not to thy command- 
ments: neither (ver. 17.) were they mindful of thy won- 
ders.” Ver. 25. They did eat, and were filled, and be- 
came fat—they caſt thy law behind their backs.” Ver. 29. 


mY They withdrew the moulder. Ver. 34. Neither have 


1 thy law, nor hearkened to thy commandments.” 


our kings, our princes, our prieſts, nor our fathers 
23. Here are ſpiritual poſts, but not men to fill them, 
cularly that of elders, in this large and populous city. 
s it an honour to be an officer under an earthly king, and 
is it none to be one under the heavenly ? The mind 
hath no — for this honour, though it come from God. 
A doubtful appearance at meeting, viz. A ſong of praiſe, 
where a mournfal ſong ſeemed to be moſt fuitable, even on 
the ſight of our deſolations, and where was a fog ſufficient 
to damp the heavenly fire, as appeared by the vacancies in 
the ſeats of many. | : 
25. Celebrated my birth-day, being my 66th year, con- 
cluding an awful period. | | 
I faid, I will now make my ſolemn retreat from the world: 
be it in thy counſel, good Lord! No new ſchemes, but 
the diſpatch of the old, and digeſting paſt labours. | 
On the ſurvey made this day, I am rich enough, and moſt 
happily free from thoſe cares which diſtract thouſands, and 
65, BI Carift the Lord offer d ſupplica 
29. Di iſt the 0 rayers and ſupplicati 
| 3 ſtrong crying and tears ? Wb, and has — 
occaſion to offer either ? View thy own heart, and view the 
ſtate of the church, and thou wilt find abundant occaſion for 
theſe : Lord, quicken. | | 
MES. 20. For 


| | FF 
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30. For giving leiſure to correct my defects and errors in 
a publick way, to proceed in fulfilling my engagements in 
Natural Hiſtory z for vigour of body and mind in improving 
the Materia Medica; and, above all for plenty of ritual 
books, particularly thoſe on the Old and New Teſtament, 
tending to exalt Chriſt Jeſus; for all theſe uncommon fa- 
vours, bleſſed be the God of nature and of grace. 
On reading Watts's Conqueſt over Death, more tears of 
Joy than for many months paſt : O, bleſſed be the Lord for 
ſuch burning and ſhining lights, and for placing them before 
me; and for this triumph of grace over nature, 
31. It looks as if the reſidue of my ſpiritual work were to 

be chiefly cloſet-work. 2 


4 Finsr Monwtn, 1765. © 


3. Read the divine Watts on the State of ſeparate Spirits, 
being a peep into heaven from earth. | 

A pertinent and truly plauſible obſervation in that author 
is, that in the future ſtate we ſhall know incomparably 
more of nature than we do now; and for this weighty 
reaſon, that God is far from being comprehended and praiſed 
enough, even in his works of nature ; wherein alſo, as well 
as in thoſe of grace, we only ſee his ſkirts, and no more. 

8. Gripes from excels : recurred to Celſus's preſcription, 
bread and water for dinner, Nat 

Saw in the clear viſion at meeting, that God did not de- 

hign this for a place of reſt or ſolid ſatisfaction; but that the 

riſtian's ſabbath is in heaven only: the vaſt obſcurity 
and confuſion in medical ſcience ſtrongly confirmed this 
truth, 2 

9. Truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and our Iſrael is in cap- 
tivity, as ſurely as Iſrael outward was in Babylon: who then 
can ſing? But thou thyſelf art only on the road to the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem: therefore, boaſt not. 

At a ſilent meeting: a ſweet attraftion upwards, above 
all the concerns of eth and blood, and to more fruitfulneſs. 

12. Catched a little of the heavenly fire from my neigh» 
bours, who make a proper preparation for leiſure on the firſt 
day of the week, as a type of the everlaſting ſabbath, 

13. A righteous appearance at meeting in a member of 
low.degree, in offering a ſingle query to the lukewarm and 


formal, 
T 17. Took 


: 
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17. Took a review of my Spiritual Diary, which indeed 
was very humbling: for on. my fide attended a ſeries of 
temptations, weakneſſes, fins, buffetings of Satan, ſtruggles 
in the holy warfare, ſelf-contempt, and contempt of others, 
imperſections in nature and in grace: ſometimes abſtinence 
and faſting ; ſometimes a tendency to the reverſe ; a miſer- 
able ſtate of the church, and of our medical ſtate ; a pil- 

im's life, and what none but a fool can be fond of : thus 
2 extended the review on my ſide; but on the Lord's ap- 
peared goodneſs, long forbearance, and a holy attraction of 
my ſoul to heavenly objects. 

19. Seven o'clock. O the time loſt in ſleep ! The poor 
eyes ſeem to require a little indulgence. 5 

20. The morning meeting dull, from the fumes of indi- 
geſtion: however, the fire on the altar not out. 

24. Omitted yeſterday the proper improvement of an 
opportunity of rebuking ſome idlers in our ſpiritual vine- 

yard, O my barrenneſs 

25. Anger quick on a certain provocation, -which im- 
bittered to me the ſubſequent meeting, ſenſible, however, 

that the ſentence, He that is filthy, let him be filthy ill,” 
is not yet gone forth, | 

27. At meeting, and repeatedly fince ; that text, Every 
branch in me (the vine) that bringeth forth fruit, my Father 

urgeth it, that it may bring forth” more fruit, was loudly 
nded in my interior, | | | 

29. A ſweet acceſs in prayer early. 

30. O my barrenneſs in yeſterday's converſe : I was 
dumb on two occaſions of rebuke. I will dwell in the val- 
ley, and endeavour to get an opportunity. 

1. A conſolating review of my Spiritual Diary, to the 
of 1763, even from a conviction of God's ſignal good- 
nels to me. | 

Good news from Derry: their play-houſe is tranſmuted 
into a preaching-houſe. 5 


| Second Monrn, 1765. | 


Eight hours, one-third of the twenty-four, in ſleep, does 
not ſuit to my profeſſion of redeeming the time : Soul, 
N thou art on the brink of eternity. 

1 give me more of the ſpirit of Joſeph in Egypt, 
ſaying, „How ſhall I do this evil, and fin again m 
| | wear” 


\ 
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God?” This to be revived, and applied to every tem 
tation, even to drinking and eating, that God's temple 
not defiled. | 

Remember, thy fear of God, even of offending him, will 
undoubtedly riſe in 03” xv: to thy love of him. 

13. As overſeer of the conduct of meetings for worſhip, 
are not ſome neceſſary ſervices omitted? Are we not de- 
ficient'? v. g. In reproof for late coming, and for neglect 
| of afternoon meetings, for ſleeping, or any other bad con- 

— 8 as well as in the miniſtry: Lord, make us more 
15. At a ſilent meeting: let thy love of the world bear 

ſome proportion to thy future ſhort ſtay in it. | 
159. An error too frequent and hurtful is the omiſſion of 
chewing the cud after a religious meeting, and after a- pious 
ra even a too haſty entrance upon temporals. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who, on the other fide of the water, 
is raiſing up a younger ſucceſſion of miniſters, exemplified 
this day in moſt pertinent exhibitions and diſplays of God's 
wonderful goodneſs and long forbearance : adorable goodneſs 
indeed, in thus viſiting and calling on the careleſs ; and in- 
comprehenſible, not conducted according to our narrow 
views: theſe are wonders in grace, above thoſe in nature, as 
heaven is above carth, 


Tump MoxTH, 1763. 


1. Held our monthly conference: I think we hold on our 
way, but have abundant cauſe of humiliation, eſpecially I. 
oſſeſſed my ſoul in a degree of an aſſurance of God's 
love, in drawing me on to ſuperior heights of purity, and of 
my fins being drowned in the ocean of his love. 

3. Afternoon meeting ſilent and dull, yet the fire not 
quite out. An omiſſion of duty there, in not ſtirring up to 
attendance on diſcipline meetings. 

8. At a filent meeting : a ſweet luminous time, 

12. Now Lord, ſteer in the holy mediocrity, or rather in 

a prevailing heavenly-mindedneſs, even in proportion to the 
we ls A the day of account. 

134. Watts, thou reaſoneſt well: ſurely this world is not, 

nor ever ſhall be, my paradiſe ; nor indeed is it to any but 

fools and blind, who, in the ſequel, ever find themſelves diſ- 

appointed: O then the glory and beauty of the . 
T2 
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the proſpect of a paradiſe elſewhere indeed] Lord, prepare: 
create a clean heart, a fitneſs for mingling with the better 
company above. | | 

This day opened Watts on Prayer, a precious treaſure and 
gift of God to me: I wiſh the book were ſpread from Dan 
to Beerſheba, notwithſtanding the beauteous ſimplicity that 
ſometimes attends our artleſs prayers. 

17. A long-ſuffering God is ſtill ſtretching out his hand 
to us, in viſiting us in a moſt affectionate and earneſt ex- 
poſtulation, in a little tract publiſhed for our. uſe by John 


Griffith, moſt pertinently adapted to theſe perilous times: 


nevertheleſs, in the ſequel, it. appeared that the people are 
aſleep; for few ſought after this book. | 

19. My lot is chiefly among the poor”: Lord, give to 
reliſh the beauty of this ſite. | | 
20. The upper region a little clouded by an inadvertent 
over-doſe of ſpirits. „I will, faid an old Lint ſet a watch 
before the door of my lips.” 

22. A ſenſible improvement in the holy exerciſe of pra 
in its ſeveral branches deſcribed in the divine Watts, in- 
ſpiring more humility, more love, more joy, yea, and more 
orrow for ſin. — 

A ſilent, but profitable meeting, even in a holy contempt 
of this rag and a comfortable view of the glory of this 
oſpel- day. | 

, oddridge's inſtructions of daily uſe: even our v 
thoughts in ſolitude ſhould be governed, being often vain 
and trifling, inſtead of profitable ſubjects, as the perfections 
of God, the love of God in Chriſt, the value of time, and 
the ſtate of our ſouls, or the laſt portions of ſcripture we 
have read, or the laſt ſermon we heard. 

In the evening, to pray for forgiveneſs for the omiſſions 
or fins of the day; to praiſe God for mercies received; to 
pray for particular perſons ; to query, what time have I loſt 
this day, and how guarded againſt temptation? And am 1 
ready to die, and to renew thoſe actings of faith and repent- 
ance, which we ſhould judge neceſſary, if we were to wake 
no more:? 104 
24. A large congregation and ſchool in two conſiderable 
places have few or no miniſters: God is withdrawing the 
clouds: will he alſo take away the hedge ? as in Ifaiah, v. 5. 
Shall we not call for the mourning women ? | 
25. Nine patients, moſtly paupers. 


| Spent 
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_ the morning ſweetly in the divine Watts on Prayer : 
God is bountiful in ſweetening my ſolitude with ſuch or 
he company. 

26. God gives wiſdom to expedite and diſpoſe of my tem- 

ral labours, in'a view of my impending change. | 

27. At a ſilent meeting, was — in a clear ſight of 
the tranſcendently ſuperior glory of the goſpel-worſhip to 
the temple-worſhip of the Jews, being not confined to time 
nor place. | | 

31. At another ſilent meeting: a clear and lively ſenſe 
of divine goodneſs in a holy attraction to ſuperior heights of 


purity and love: ſo draw, good Lord, and I will follow. 


A miſerable afternoon-meeting : the fire among the fe- 


males is extinguiſhed by a little rain: reſolved, not to look 


out, 


Jogged my brethren Levites or ark-bearers, 


FouxTn MoxTH, 1765. 


1. Opened our monthly conference. 

Queſt, What lack I yet ? 

Anſw. An increaſe of the love of God. 

Proceeded in the office of ark-bearer, not altogether with< 
out encouragement, in a viſit to a backſlider. , 

2. Late at meeting for want of due forecaſt, 

5. At a ſilent meeting were preſented to my view the in- 
expreſſible ſufferings of our Lord, the agony in the garden, 
and the deſertion on the croſs : ſurely not for his own ſake, 
but ours: I adore what I cannot comprehend. * Add to this, 
the glorious privilege of a deliverance from the bondage of 
ceremonies, by the hand-writing of ordinances nailed to the 
croſs, Now, how far do we participate of the fellowſhip of 
theſe ſufferings ? Truly, very little. 

6. Paid a viſit to a neighbouring meeting after an abſence 
of two years. O my — | A brother elder was a 
help to me : however, I cover my face, and take ſhame and 
guilt upon me in a ſenſe of my deficiency. 

14. Grace reigned over nature, bleſſed be the Lord! 

A viſit to a lapſed brother, with a good reception; ga 
on: exerciſe will brighten thy talent, and open oppor- 
tunities of doing good, which thou canſt not foreſee. | 

15. O the deſolations of Sion | O the weakneſs of our 
pillars, and the feebleneſs of our miniſtry : Lord, look down, 
and ſupport my feeble ſoul, leſt I periſh with the revolting 

T 3 multitude, 
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multitide. Surely, it is bard to ſtand in the rapid, ſtrong 


torrent of prevailing apoſtacy. . 

17. God is teaching to number my days—but, O my 
groveling heart: Lord, continue thy holy violence in draw- 
ing it upwards ! | 
N 1 find the country retreat very improving in ſpirituals and 
naturals. * 8 + 
18. What are the late frequent comments and elucidations 
of the holy ſcriptures publiſhed, but God's alarming voice, 
to awaken us, in the riches of his goodneſs, goodneſs un- 
utterable, and infinite] y tranſcending that of man, extended 
to an unworthy world | 
Me cannot indeed ſay with our Proteſtant brethren, « We 
have ratified the holy covenant (even that with the Father 
by the ſacrifice of his Son) at the table, called the Lord's 
table, and that we have been devoted to the Lord by the 
initial ordinance of water-baptiſm: but, we, have however 
in reality, as members_of this ſociety, entered into no leſs 
than a * league and covenant, that we will be reſponſible 
to the yearly, national, and provincial meetings, in an obli- 
gation to anſwer the reſpective important queries by them 
eſtabliſhed with our own conſent : we alſo, by our exterior 
appearance in ſpeech and habit, and repeated declarations, 
| have held forth to the world a renunciation of its vain ho- 
nours, profits, and — wherefore, in point of obli- 

ation to a ſtrict and holy walking, we are not a whit be- 
Find, but rather before our neighbours. | 
Thomas a Kempis is one of my companions in ſolitude ; 
and, bleſſed be the Lord, 1 reliſh him better than ever. 

20. At a ſilent meeting, received as oracular, or the voice 
of God to me, Thou muſt ſtudy nature lefs, and grace 
more. | 
©, The glouds are in a great meaſure withdrawn; but the 
hedge is er ticularly on a late attempt to break 
it down, bleſſed be the Lord ! But we want more labourers: 
Lord, pity, 

21. O my barrenneſs in yeſterday's rencounter with a car» 
nal profeſſor. : | 

A ſweet illumination at a ſilent meeting, to the following 
purpoſe, but not with authority to deliver it, viz. © The 
duty of prayer is incumbent on every ſoul preſent, though 

reaching is not.“ N 

Saw my ſituation in this world, even low and humble, 
ang rejoiced in it, and in the meanneſs of my offerings, One 
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As it were, a pair of pigeons only, Lord, give to 
8 7 1 

22. I do not yet live up fully to my profeſſion : Lord, 
purge from this hypocriſy. | | 

23. The watch-word now ſeems to be this: « Be with- 
out carefulneſs as to the world, and do leſs in nature, and 
trim thy lamp, and get ready.” 

n filial fear of God in my bodily refreſh - 
ments | 

A dolorous piece of news: Only two children, or boys, to 
. repreſent our metropolis at the province.” O the world, 
the world! . 

25 Fretful under unſeaſonable calls: Lord, ſweeten. 

O my deceitful heart! I _— when younger, and had 
a ſixtieth year in proſpect, ſaid, * If I arrive at that age, I 
will be eaſy as to temporals; but now, through a wonder 
of mercy, I am arrived at my an Nee I find myſelf 
ſtill to be not ſo eaſy, nor to have ſo much of that holy care - 
leſſneſs the apoſtle recommends, as I ought : true, I decline 
new purſuits, but ſtill it is not without a degree of holy 
violence, that my ever-groveling heart.is drawn upwards. 

Firm and immoveable I hope I am, in the belief of a 
better ſtate : the evidence for it ariſes ſtrong, even from the 
imperfections of the preſent : Lord, prepare for the ſuperior 
excellencies of that country, of which we- have but a faint 


AF 

28. Watts moſt excellently points out the defects and 
miſchiefs of a confinement to ſet forms of prayer: and in- 
deed Biſhop Wilkins goes as far too, Blefled be the Lord 
for thus diffuſing the light of his truth among us of this age 
and nation] Learn hence to acknowledge ſuch for Chriſtian 


brethren. 


Repeated the cvith pſalm, which appeared to me to be a 
deſcription of the follies and fins of this ſociety in general, 
viz. „They ſoon forgat his works, they waited not for his 
counſel, but luſted exceedingly in the wilderneſs, and tempted 
God in the deſert; and he gave them their requeſt, but ſent 
leanneſs into their ſoul.” 

29. *Sapere aude : be not aſhamed of Chriſt in this de- 
generate age. Learn to mourn : thoſe that are ſmitten turn 
not, The appointed of men are not always appointed of 


# Dare to be wile, 
T 4 God, 
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God, nor ſpirited for. the work, but ſtupid and aſleep. I am 
as a ſparrow on the houſe-top. Lord, ſtrengthen. 
N. B. Revive the practice of walking ſolitary after a 
meeting, even a ſilent one, in order to let the good im- 
preſſions received fink deep. | 

30, Diſcipline meeting laborious, with a good degree of 
activity and honeſty. 


* 
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1. The compariſon between my brother and me ſtood 
thus: his ſituation is chiefly among young and weak be- 
lievers, mine among the elder, lukewarm, and formal: he 
has more conſolation, but mourning is my portion and la- 
bour as a Levite, g 

Again, neither of us is free from ſin, but we hope we are 
ſo far quickened in the ſpiritual life, as to deem thoſe fins 
great, which a ſtupid world calls little, venial, or none at 
all ; and what they are very eaſy under, we groan under. 

4. Much in arrear to my ſoul, not to my body: the con- 
cerns of this laſt frequently encroach on thoſe of the other : 
but remember well, fleſh and blood is not the heir. | 

In deaths often,” ſaid the apoſtle, and fo am I, my ac- 

uaintances yearly, monthly, weekly, daily, ſinking by my 
de into the land of oblivion, 
8. At the afternoon meeting, | a kind of laſt call, as it 
were, with a threatened deſertion and departure ta the high- 
ways and hedges, that the Lord's table may be filled. I pity 
our youth,” ſaid one, and ſo do I, but would gladly entertain 
a hope of a viſitation to them, and that God will raiſe up 
more labourers from among them : ſo Lord, raiſe. 
7. Herein this day ſhone our miniſtry, even in directing 
the- people, not to themſelves, as others do, ſo far, that 
without man there is no worſhip (for we have learned better 
things), but to the gift of God in themſelves. 

8. A little of the new ſong in the night. | 

9. The ſelect meeting was hurt by too heavy a dinner 
preceding. = 

A ſweet call to the youth in ſeveral concurrent decla- 
ratians this day, convincing that God's ways and mercies 
are infinitely above thoſe of men. ; 

12. A good deal of diſcourſe about admoniſhing parents 
with reſpect to the religious education of their children; but, 

| ; \, | in 


* 
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in the name of truth, how ſhall this be done, if both over 
ſeers and viſiters are extinct? 

Anſw. God can raiſe up occaſional and voluntary viſiters 
and overſeers. | 

At a ſilent 232 a retreat from the world was ſounded 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus. 76 

13. — patience was overcome by the multitude of 
tients my weakneſs and fin ! 

19. The morning meeting very poor, with flatulence, and 
the exhibitions very unſatisfaftory,. The afternoon filent, 
and ſome nearer acceſs to the throne of grace. | 

20. A prayer for the preſent ſtate : Lord, ſend forth more 
labourers. Remember the —__ of our Sion, 

Be continually preſent with me, to raiſe m ' 
heart from — to ſpiritual objects. 9 

Give me to be a real Quaker. Give the ſpirit, the power, 
the life of the words. | | 

Bleſſed be thy Lord, for the dew of 
and preſerve from being ſurfeited with the fatneſs of the 
Grant me to die daily, and to wait, expect, and prepare 
for the awful, haſtening day of account, and the diflolution 
of this mortal part, 

22. A laborious day in nature and in grace. 

At the youth's meeting, diſcharged my conſcience, though 


weakly. | 

26, Firſt day of the week. At five in the morning: 
thus roſe, in order to redeem, in ſome meaſure, that great 
treaſure of time, which hath hitherto been enormouſly de- 
voted to the mere concerns of fleſh and blood, under the 
ſpecious maſk of moral righteouſneſs: but now the goſpel- 
trumpet ſounds, and bids haſten to get arrayed with the 
evangelical, even that righteouſneſs which is by faith in 
Chril Jeſus, the Searcher of hearts, and Judge of quick and 
ead. | | 
Behold, a gracious Providence invites thee to a holy 
ardour in redeeming thy time, in reading thoſe precious 
books ſent to thee for elucidating the holy ſcriptures, and 
applying the wholeſome ſoul- ſaving truths therein contained. 
O the time, toils, and travels in writing, reading, and vi- 

ſiting, that have been ſpent on temporal i Aſcend now, © 
my Gul, to ſublimer objects. 6 | | 
Every faithful miniſter is much greater than the greateſt _ 
phyſician ; this at moſt cures but the body, the other is one 
means 
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means of giving life eternal to the ſoul. Thus, let phyſic 


dwindle into comparative contempt. | 
Doddridge, in his Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the 
Soul, is an able ſpiritual phyſician, tracing the ſeveral diſ- 
caſes of the mind from the firſt awakening, to complete re- 
— and ſalvation. I will dwell in the valley, and vail 
to him. 

Os the adorable goodneſs of God to me an idolater, who 
now ſees his ſpecious moral righteouſneſs to have been no 
better than a ſplendid fin. . 

Verily, this was the Lord's day, and I was glad in it. 

- 28. f ive o'clock. O thou hydrologiſt, who art traci 
the virtues of waters, and other matters, in vomiting, 

of appetite, and digeſtion ; view the ſpiritual maladies ana- 
logous to theſe, viz. Loathing and rejecting, not digeſting 
the word preached, and want of the hunger and wirf 
righteouſneſs : theſe are diſeaſes of the mind, and ſolid 

realities, and of worſe conſequence than the bodily. 

I do view, and bleſs thee, Lord, who haſt healed me in 
theſe reſpects, and I humbly hope, and am thankful. for it, 
chat this is the well of water which ſhall ſpring up in me to 
eternal life. | 

29, Brittle on an unſeaſonable call, | | 

31. At the ſelect meeting offered a few words of en- 

ent. r 

At the 7 meeting: the miniſtry is chiefly in female 
hands, and I mult ſay, to very good purpoſe, and to the 

lory of God, who, by weak things, can effect great ones: 

t, at the ſame time, to the great reproach of the men, 
Affecting of play-houſes detected: the female ſchool was 


viſited. 
Some ſuggeſtions of ſpiritual pride: Lucifer, take them 
to thyſelf, 
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| * from the quarterly meeting. What is the 
Anſw. © Bleſſed are they that mourn: for verily, if the 
miniſtry and preſbytery have been clear-ſighted, our ſtate is 
truly lamentable : the youth flying away, and the elder 
buried in the earth: is this a time for rejoicing, or for pam- 

pering the fleſh f Verily nay, and fo I join the Er 
| few 
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few; and God is giving a bleſſed leiſure from ſecular en- 


gagements. : | | 
7. Rouſe, ſoul. Canſt thou ſee a glory in healing the 
poor, or not ? How is thy ſpiritual fight | 
19. Thirty minutes paſt five. The holy ſtruggle is main- 
tained z, and I humbly hope grace has the aſ t: but, O 
my groveling heart. y 
10. Lord thou haſt loaded me with benefits, in enlighten 
ing me in matters of duty, in ſhewing the vaſt extent of thy 
law: may fruits correſpondent appear. | 0 
Held our — conference, by which it appears, that a 
heart-ſearching God is at work upon us, and diſcovering to 
us our fins, as motes in a bright ſun. | N 
11. A view of God's infinitely ſuperior majeſty and wiſ+ 
dom, in whoſe hands our life and breath are, with whom 
are fixed the bounds of our habitation, and whoſe eye ſur 
veys all ages from the beginning of the world to the end of 
it. O what am I in his preſence ! 
The diſcipline meeting extremely heavy and laborious: 
2 my conſcience there weakly, and could hardly 


A great hardſhip there on brother G. He muſt be both 
ſcribe and dictator. O ſtupid people. 

12. May I diligently attend to reading and prayer; and 
when I daily review my conduct, may it be with an impartial 
eye. May ſelf-love not ſpread a falſe covering over it. 

14. In the name of the Lord Jeſus, I ſet up evening as 
well as morning prayer daily, and upon the knees too. 

At a ſilent meeting: O how broad thy law 

Particularly, I fall ſhort of Doddridge's plan of the 
Chriſtian life and temper, 

That meeting was very dull, with a moiſt atmoſphere : 
however, the fire of the altar was-not out. | 

16. Saw and adored the divine goodneſs in the yearly 
meeting's epiſtle, even in their ſpirited addreſs to the pre- 
ſent lukewarm race, on the general neglect of the publick 
worſhip of God. 

21. A degree of tremor, on a ſight of the impending work 
of pruning and drawing lines of ſeparation in our ſpiritual 
vineyard, in the exerciſe of Chriſtian diſcipline, and called 
for the aſſiſtance of our ſiſters in regard to their ſex : and 
likewiſe in a fight of the neceſſity of ſounding an alarm to 
our brethren who are fallen and falling aſleep, and as dumb 
dogs, Lord, direct our ſteps, 

| | Remember 


- p 
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Remember well, and bear in mind, that the fruit to be 
aced in thy ſoul, from the peruſal of the divine Watts, 
a juſt and e 7 contempt of this life, and of all the 
concerns of fleſh and blood. | 
Dear G. H. is going his laſt journey; but ſhall all his 
words, when he is dead, fall to the ground? Surely, nay. 
A ſweetly adapted text was publiſhed this day, viz. «© That 
the harveſt is great, and the E few: pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harveſt to ſend forth more labourers : ” fo 
let us pray. | 
- 24: avs 25. A particular call to the youth. 
'A viſit with a brother to the women's meeting. 
O the dignity and the breadth of thy law, O Lord! I am 
a hypocrite in thy preſence, being 4 ſhort of complete 
conformity to the ſolemn profeſſion I have made both in 
word and writing, To thy mercy I fly for pardon, and to 
thy ſpirit for waſbing : O this world! O this heart of mine! 
Give more of thy love, and then I am ſure of more of thy 

At the publick meeting, a mournful righteous ſongs from 
a ſiſter well ſkilled in the holy ſcience of lamentation, adapted 
to our times. 8 

Alt the diſcipline meeting opened the proſecution of play- 
haunters, remembering the prophetick words of a faint, 
which I had heard in my youth, viz. „The Lord will ſend 
forth his huntſmen: and accordingly an opportunity offered. 

27. Lord, ſtrengthen to this arduous taſk of combating 
with the licentious : give courage] Let us, in thy name, 
diſcharge one volley upon them, in a holy and dreadful alarm. 

In another point of view: certainly the tumour is ripe 
for opening ; and if it be not opened, our ſpiritual body will 
die of a conſumption. Thou gaveſt courage to open it, 
bleſſed be thy goodneſs 3 but, as there are ſinuoſities, give 
us alſo more courage to purſue the operation; and preſerve 
our poor ſouls in innocence, leſt, while we condemn others, 
we ourſelves be condemned of thee. 

"x Take courage, O my ſoul! The faints on the other ſide 
the water are with us: and a glorious piece of news lately 
arrived from thence, viz. That notwithſtanding the famine 
of the word external, a ſpirit is ariſen for ** A good 


order in the church. | 
RE 1 Purſued our appoinment, as inſpectors of play-haunters, 
had an open concurrence of the miniſtry in this work. 
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2 upper ſeat entirely ſtript of miniſters: an awful 
12 At the burial of the laſt miniſter who ſat there, it was 
* day in the teſtimonies exhibited: and I ſaid, I 
wi 
how deplorable ſoever. 

7 eld our monthly conference. | | 

y brother's forecaſt and preparation for impending temp- 
tations is worthy of all commendation and imitation. 
' He ſees ſome fin or iniquity, even in his holy things. 

See Exod. xxviii. 38. Lev. v. 15, 16.) viz. A desed of pru- 

nce and love in the exerciſe of admonition : Lord, keep 
-us thus humble, and in a growing ſtate. 

God crowned this day with a joyous profuſion of tears in a 
ſenſe of his goodneſs, 


5. Saw that I do too much in nature, and too little in 


grace; and ſo turned about this day. | | 
Wholeſome, ſweet counſel imparted this day, in reference 


to a viſible neglect of attendance at religious meetings by 


children and ſervants on week-days. | 
8. A day of mourning. Firſt, For the groveling ſtate of 


my own heart, and my manifold infirmities. Second, For 


the ſtupidity of others, and for the ſleepineſs of our watchmen. 
Third, For the want of goſpel rain. Fourth, For the igno- 


rance and wildneſs of our youth. Fifth, For — own , 


barrenneſs. Sixth, For the loſs of my late ſpiritual aſſociate. 
9. Seven patients, paupers; in Canaan's glorious, in the 
world's language, pitiful. | 
Read an account of-a new corporeal diſeaſe called the 
Croup ; but my view was directed thence to the view of a 
new ſpiritual diſeaſe, and of a bad prognoſtick, viz. Play- 
47 | | 
1. Vigorous in body mind: I hope God is opening 
my way for occaſional viſits in the drawings of love, many 
going aſtray into pernicious ways: in another point of view, 
the ſpiritual leproſy and palſy are upon them: is there no 
balm in Gilead, no ſpiritual phyſician in Dublin? 


12. Propoſed, filently, to make a viſit to forty families, | 


and take a brother with me from the neighbourhood, on 
occaſion of vain recreations. The Jews were encouraged to 
rebuild the temple by the prophets, and ſo are we; and by 


the elcers here and elſewherg, and even called upon by 
| ſtrangers 


' 


truſt in the Lord, who knoweth our ſtate altogether, 


” — 
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ſtrangers in effect: may the eye of that God that was upon 
e ut 


At a ſilent meeting, ſat at wiſdom's gates, and was en- 
courged in the above work upon every conſideration. 

15. The extenſive work of an elder ſeems to come home 
to me: and ſurely, in the ſpiritual d gp diggers and 

ners are as neceſſary as planters waterets. But 
wouldeſt thou indeed put grey hairs upon the heads of chil- 


-— dren? No: but, however, alarm them of their apoſtacy, 


ee head. FY | — f $ 
16. Why not remember the apoſtates in my daily prayer 
Verily, a fo aſleep : Lord, awaken. . / -#R 

18. No male miniſter, nor eſtabliſhed overſeer in our me- 
tropolis, where moſt wanting : Oh, oh! Surely there is a 
better country. Known unto thee, Lord, is our ſlate, and 
what will be the iflue thereof: to thee do I commit myſelf : 
direct thou my ſteps on this occaſion. | 

General preaching is not ſufficient : but a co-operation 
of elders in the communion of ſaints, and application to in- 
dividuals, is neceſſary; but where, O where, are the men to 
fill up this office ! | 2 

Such were the dolorous meditations of this day, being a 
partial faſt on this mournful occaſion, with dinner on bread 
and water. | | @Ey f 
Obdſerve Nehemiah's zeal reforming abuſes, two of 
which are our reighing ones. Firſt,” What is analogous to 


breaking the ſabbath? An open deſertion of the greater part 


| * out of four) of the 2 appropriated to the wor- 
ip of God, notwithſtanding remonſtrances. Second, 
Marriages with aliens. Lord, help. | 
19. A ſweet humbling ſenſe of the ſuperiority to me 
faithful miniſter, and a knitting of heart to ſuch, like 
that of Jonathan's to David. N 
Publick preaching, in regard to vain recreations, hath been 
tried: in the name of the Lord, let the holy diſcipline be now 
tried on individuals: and ſhall it, 1 hope it never fhall, be 
ſaid, here is a vineyard, but no diggers nor pruners? And 
ſuppoſe we fail of all the ſucceſs defired, and that ſome of the 
—.— proves ſtony ; this is no worſe a ſtate than attended 
e labourers formerly; nay, our Lord himſelf was rejected by 
his brethren, and ſo we muſt cheerfully ſubmit to ſuffering ; 
but ſurely the word ſhall not return altogether void. 
20. Viſited, taking a brother with me, a play-haunter, and 
left with him a ſpiritual book, NE 
** 2 * 23. Our 


* 


» 
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23. Our church is in a lethargy: ſhe muſt be emptied 
and Uliftered, and her ſores muſt be laid open; and wo to 
them that heal deceitfully : Lord, help my feeble ſoul. | 

By an infallible ſtandard, I am one of the leaſt of the 

's ſervants. Where then is boaſting ? | 

25. Purſued my Materia Medica ſmartly, and with ſweet- 
—_ — 2 the now digeſted labours of my youth on this 
ubject. 

” At a filent meeting, two ſweet and —_— impreſſions. 
Firſt, That, forlorn as our ſpiritual ſtate is, the Lord knoweth 
it. Second, In a ſenſe of inbred corruption, I cried out, O my 
groveling heart, ever prone to earthly things, the mere con- 
cerns of fleſh'and blood ! But, blefled be the Lord, I feet a 
ſuperior power drawing upwards, even whilſt in me dwelleth 
no 5 — thing. 

urely, there muſt be a better country. 

A good many children, and no inſtructers at the meeting: 
what will become of us, good Lord ? | 

A rencounter with Sanballat in weakneſs. 


Eicuhrn MonTH, 1765. 


r. Occaſional fpiritual viſits multiply, and I believe ſolid 
benefit unknown may and will ariſe therefrom. | 

What lack I yet? 

Anſw. More faith, more love, and a greater degree of 
every Chriſtian grace, " 

2. Held our monthly conference : we truſt we are travel- 
ling on with ſome * of ſueceſs, though not without 
weakneſſes, and ſome alloy of ſin. 

Five in the morning, winter and ſummer, is the eſtabliſhed 
hour for riſing among ſome Chriſtians. On the other hand, 
is not this a great rebuke upon us, many of whom will not 
meet at ten, What wonder then that ſuch ſluggards ſhould 
be * with rags? £7 ei 

God gave cou to altert cauſe am 
2 age 7 1 
Sick of the world, and ſick of the church alſo in its preſent. 


. 8. Thou art not a whit better than a pardoned criminal, 
in the ſight of God: wherefore, ſee that thou extend pity. - 
to brethren in iniquity. 
9. In the courſe of the late occaſional viſits, met with 
ſeveral, and even ſome among the elders, in the * 
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Tobias and Sanballat : however, in the courſe of the viſits, 
I found that it was good to be doing, one thing frequently 
bringing on another not thought of. | 
13. A ſweet retreat from the world, with ſomething of a 
fong of praiſe. Reſolved to proceed on the occaſional ſpiri- 
tual vigr,, maugre all tion of men, the world, and 
devils: Lord, help. | 
15. Saw my ſpiritual barrenneſs and poverty in the clear 
viſion, and aid, O Lord, keep me in this valley of humiliation. 
18. With an honeſt induſtry ſucceeded happily in the 
nomination of overſeers. 
20. A prayerleſs morning, from the heavineſs of the body. 
23. A vicious feaft, wherein I exceeded in meat and drink, 
for want of circumſpection and prudence, a fin againſt God, 
the framer of the conſtitution, and not leſs than defiling his 
temple : O God, in the name of thy Beloved, pardon this 
8 1 future, I beſeech thee : give more of 
* What wonder, at the preſent withdrawing of the 
clouds, is the ſuſpenſion of the rain of the goſpel? We are 
not worthy of the continuance of it, having not brought forth 
grapes; % the briars and thorns of covetouſneſs, and love of 
world. 


: 


25. I fear, with reſpect to ſtudies, that nature predominates 
over grace, and that I do not yet love God above all. 
On occaſion of the ſlip above-mentioned (23.) I ſaid, I 
will _ the Devil with his own weapons, and double my 
ard, f 175 | 
po” Attended nine patients, fix of which were the glorious 
poor, though with the croſs, being detained thereby from 
important ſtudies. | N 


1 
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1. In a ſtruggle, grace triumphed over nature, with regard 
to the ſouls concerns. 1. 

2. God is ſtirring up to more activity in divers neceſſary 
labours, in the preſbytery; but I muſt look to myſelf firſt. 

I have far better opportunities for growth in grace than 
either my father or brother, but I do not think 1 am better 


in proportion. | 
3. The ſpirit of holy diſcipline languiſhes greatly: not 


members enough to tranſact the buſineſs of the meeting : 
846240 % 1 very 


* 4  # 
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1 very, feeble there. Lord, give better company. In chee 
alone do I truſt. , A. | 1 
4. A curious caſe of conſcience occurred ſome 
ſheep not of our fold, the determination of which was ſo equi- 
table and evangelical, that I here record it, via. A perſon, 
who had wronged another, was conſcientiouſly engaged to 

| 


make reſtitution, and brought the money to the full value; 
but the perſon whom he had wronged was dead, or inacceſſible, 
Now. the query was, whether the debt muſt die with him ? 
or (here being by ſuppoſition no ſurviving executors or re- 
lations) ought this money to be paid to the miniſter of the 
congregation for the uſe of the church, or given to the poor t 


The anſwer was, not to the miniſter, but directly and 


immediately to the poor, who are the Lord's receivers z and 
accordingly the money was given to them. | 
11. A ſcheme for reviving the reading the holy ſcriptures 
at ſchool (although now become a mixed- one of other people), 
and indeed of the Old and New Teſtament jointly, with the 
reſpective references: in the margin of ſome bibles, and what 
elſe ſhall immediately occur; and this appeared. to be, at 
this juncture the more neceſſary, foraſmuch as an univerſal 
neglect of, theſe writings hath fpread over both prieſt and 


and as W | Ke, 

13. A ſilent meeting: no miniſter beſides Chriſt himſelf; 
Lord, ſend forth thy light and thy truth. 

16, A ſweeter and more open acceſs to the Lord with me 


yer than uſual, with ſome tears of joy (a rarity with me 

17, Upheld in weakneſs our Chriſtian teſtimony 
pleaſures and paſtimes, in the diſcipline meeting. 

20. A memorable phenomenon in grace: an Engliſh 
preſbytery lately, and now an Iriſh one, in theſe times of 


great deſolation, are ſtrenuouſly exerciſed in performing their 


national viſits, Lord, bleſs their labours, and my diminutive 
ones alſo, who am moving in a lower ſphere, an attention to 
the diſeaſes of the body, and but little to the infinitely more 
important ones, thoſe of the ſoul. | 10 | 
Quickened up to more fruitfulneſs: by a lively miniſtry... 
O my ſoul, awake; for the night haſtens, in which no wan 
can work, Suppoſe I had been cut off in my idolatry, where 
had I * been ? Behold, this is thy day, 2 oppor- 
- New ſcenes of duty, in religious viſits neceſſary to be 
performed open, weekly, nay, daily: Lord, ſtrengthen. 
aa. Drew up 3 play- haunting. | 2% An 


— 
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oy 
Canaan 
and holy activity is experienced; bleſſed be 


never experienced before. 


: 
- 


23. An increaſe of faith, bleſſed be the Lord]! and likewiſe 


for giving help-meets. 


my weakneſs in the late diſcipline meeting ! Lord, lift 
up my drooping ſpirit in ſupport of the good cauſe, 
26. God's curſe upon his ancient vineyard is in part exe- 
cuted on us, viz. I will command the clouds not to rain 
upon it: but, who ſuffers moſt by this ? 
Anſw. Not 3 are in their head, but thoſe 
whoſe are in the ends of the earth : theſe, in the preſent 


__circ nces, are as the parched heath in the deſert, and 


ſeveral of them are now complaining ; but God is juſt in all 
his diſpenſations. +. 

27. At a church conference: great heavineſs and impo- 
tence of ſpeaking with a due emphaſis on an important occa- 
ſion, and ſome oppoſition : bl be God that I have the 
benny of ſuffering a N = 3 

A ſweet ſu ion in the light o to prevent 
diſcord with a weak, but valuable brother. the | 

28. A ſweet morning, with a ſong: methinks I am an 
——_— 33 viz. A burden - bearet and ſinger, bleſſed be 


Now, now on the withdrawing of the clouds, is the day of 
* Who do, and who do not, make God cheir 
refuge. | 5 . 
29. An illumination in regard ta the religious education 
of youth, This was broached with difficulty, and, in the 
ſequel, ſome part of it induſtriouſly executed, I hope to their 
benefit and my own: ſuch js the excellency of the heavenly 


_ treaſure, thet K does not Joſs by communication. 


Turn MonTa, 1765. 


2. My brother labours in the l; I in the preſbyter 
and in this I praiſed God, that — in Groglution — * 
of my youth, is now in practice the exerciſe, and (in 
8 language) the glory of my old age. 
At our monthly conference; fome real =. 1 motion 
e Lord; and, 


I think, lets of fin, and of infirmities than laſt month; and, I 
hope, more contempt of this world, with ſweet afpirations to 
dhe better one, VI 

Read Watts on Prayer, and by his inſtructive leading- 
ſtrings was drawn into a large field of prayer, ſuch as I had 


| The 


F - 
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The Lord was with me in my feaſting, ſetting bounds to 
the beſtial appetite. | | | 
5 Sinfully impatient with patients. 

Veſternight at my retirement, was drawn on to about 
half an hour's extraordinary ſoliloquy, and communion with 
my Maker. | | 

9. Lord, help in the approaching general viſit of the preſby- 
tery. Be unto them and us wiſdom, ſtrength, courage, and 
: 3 Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, who haſt not yet forſaken 

a rebellious people. 

10. Bleſſed be the God of my life, who has brought me to 
be a witneſs of this day's exerciſe, even the ſecond general 
viſit and ſpiritual inqueſt now made, in which God ſearched 
our “ Jeruſalem as with candles; and that text, „He 
that covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper,” was applicable. 

Six weeks were ſpent in this laborious ſervice ; whilſt 
am confined to one meeting, and to a certain branch of 
phyſick, requiſite to be finiſhed, if the Lord will, before night. 

Lord, raiſe up others, even Ezras and Nehemiahs, 

A jealouſy, on the introductory declaration, that I do not 
yet love God above all. Lord, lift up my groveling heart. 

The meeting was held accordingly, and a faithful repre- 
ſentation given of the ſickly ſtate of the church, with ſuitable 
exhortations. | 

On the whole, the wounds of the daughters of Sion are 
laid open ; but who ſhall heal them? Verily, man cannot do 
this work : nothing but a change of heart from the Lord can 
effect it. ; 

12. I query now, upon a review of the late inqueſt, what 
is my portion of ſin in the Lord's preſence ? 

Anſw. Some degree of intemperance in natural ſtudies ; - 
hence the ſnappiſhneſs ſometimes breaking forth on calls to 

r patients, whilſt engaged in thoſe ſtudies : for, did the 
[and of my neighbour abound as it ought, no ſuch thing would 
appear: ſo Lord, waſh, and let my pugatory be experienced 
here. I will not cover my ſin, but lay it open to thy holy 
fire ; and humbly hope it ſhall be taken away, and the debt 
cancelled by thy love in thy beloved Son. 

13 Thirty minutes paſt ſeven. Thus did this day open 
with fin, even floth in lying in bed till this time, and idle 
dreams, inſtead of exerciſing a holy vigil, cold weather prompt- - 
ing, and the fleſh drawing to finful indulgence : Lord: I 
repent, and deplore this clog of fleſh_and blood, 

The meeting was well conducted miniſterially by one of 
low degree, bleſſed be the Lord | 91 

f x UZ 10. 


9 


27. Advices to play-haunters read. 
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© 16, A ſweet tranſporting view of that divine ſaying of the 
— 4 He that is greateſt among you, ſhall be ſervant of 
18. A miſerably thin congregation : things ſeem to grow 
worſe and worſe, notwi:hſtanding all remonſtrances. 
20. Remember thy poſt as overſeer, and tremble. 
22. Hath not the Lord ſet bounds to my natura] purſuits ? 
Vea, bleſſed be his goodneſs ! for in the holy ſtruggle grace 
ails, and I am detained from new ſchemes, and devoted 
to the purſuit of one thing in view, with little interrup ion; 
and 1 humbly hope, to the one thing needful alſo: ſhall I 


not ſet up my Ebenezer here:? 


| 25. God hath favoured me in temporals, with innumerable 
10us providences all my life long, as in now crowning 
my old age, by giving me ſweet communian with the excel- 
lent of the earth, and in leifure to digeſt the labours of my 
uth (the review of which is pleaſant) and may he render 
them ſerviceable after my death. This labour, however, is 
as much inferior to that of the leaſt faithful miniſter of the 
golpel, as the body is to the foul! : but, let not the ſhoemaker 
go beyond his laſt ; yet negle& not to offer this ſacrifice of 
praiſe to a moſt gracious God, who hath drowned my fins 
in the ocean of his love in Chriſt Jeſus: adored be his un- 
merited goodneſs | | 


ELEvENTH MonrTs, 1768. 


1. Held our monthly conference. 

My brothet's faith and loye are far more vigorous than 
mine; and what wonder? He takes incomparably more 
pains in ſpiritual concerns, but I am immerſed in thoſe of the 


bod * 8 
| Gave up this day to God and my ſoul's concerns, with 
truſt in God, that he can make up the time, and bring me 
to the end of my medical labour, if he (whoſe will is the 
beſt), ſee meet. *a wb 

3. Our meetings of miniſters and elders were juſtly deno« 
minated purging ſeaſons, and there appeared abundant oc- 
caſion for ſtirring up elders to vigilance in their overſight. 
During the meeting ſeveral church-burdens fell on my 
ſhoulders, of real importance. 
Sol. “ Come up higher,” ſeemed to be the call of the 


ſpirit in a ſweet whiſper, viz. That whereas in my addreſs 


I bave 
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I have treated with the carnal libertines as children, and on 
their own principles, I ſhould now build on higher prin» 
ciples, even the views of the glories. of another world, and 
the redemption that is to be witneſſed in Chriſt. Aae 

5. The elders are gone after covetouſneſs, and what wail 
ſewing among thorns ! Why not rather among the children 
ay Lor l, n m 2 . * 
O the want a faithful, heavenly pre 3. arg + 
buried in the earth, but God can rails up _— a. 1 
6. Brittle yeſter morning, and in the evening ſome bud- 
dings of pride and anger; they did not come forward. 
8. A withholding of fees owing. to ſome bankruptcies 3 
but my baſis is wider, even on the poor, and the Lord hath 
promiſed to be my paymaſter : why then not truſt in him 
who never fails? 1 
10. Weary of the world, and of formal profeſſors. 
11. Opened the new ſchool with reading a portion of the 
on and New Teſtament before à mixed company of chil» 
ren. 
13. I am now openly liſted in the ſpiritual army, even in 
now commencing catechiſt: ſoul tremble ; Lord, fit. 
14. Sweet content and thankfulneſs to God, for bringing 
on in the work of the day: but I do not love him enough, 
17. The fileat meeting was humbling ; more vigilance is 
wanting in divers reſpects, and more temperance: / a 
jection of ſpirits, the genuine and juſt effect of inadvertence, 
aud leſs abſtinence than was proper. A perpetual depend- 
ance on God for preſervation is the grand point. 
Dinner, bread and water, on principle, vil 
19. The meeting of miniſters and elders, and that of 
youth, forgot by us elders. | | 
I will dwell in the valley of ſelf-contempt. My rank in 
ſpirituals is very low: many ſimple women are greater in 
ſight of Gad than 1, | 

22. On the ſtrong Evidences of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
bliſhed by one of the Eſtabliſhment—Are theſe things ſo ? 

Why then not reverence Chriſt more? © my ſtupid heart 

O the weakneſs of my faith and love, both in times paſt 

and preſent, Lord, ſend forth thy light and thy truth, yet 

to animate more, | 
Proceeded in reading the Scriptures, with the references 
in the margin, preparatory to the ſchool-reading. 
24. Great part of both meetings filent, and the ex- 
hibitions poor, and not ſatis factory; but a ſweet illumination 
concerning myſelf, viz, That Thomas Didymus's wp 


2 


: 
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hath'been mine, Lord, give more of the filial fear in my 
kan | * 3 
26. At a ſilent meeting, a ſtripping, humbling tim 
where I firſt learned this ſong: The Lord is my ſtrength, 
even in a ſight of my weakneſs and earthly-mindedneſs ; and 
that in me dwelleth no good thing. a 

29, Proceeded in the new office, as volunteer, of reading 


and tightly commenting on the- Scriptures with the young 


ſcholars : God gave wiſdom ; to him be the glory: ſo as 
deſcend to their capacities, no matter how mean I appear. 
At # filent, but luminous meeting, the language of the 
ſerpent,” # Ye ſhall be as gods,“ with reſpe& to the inor- 
dinate purſuit of natural ſcience, was deſcried and falſified, 
even in the courſe of a gracious providence extended in a 
peculiar manner to me, e ane 


" ] 9 
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oy; Opens my monthly retreat. | * 
Sixty-ſix I years are now paſt: an awful period truly, 
and juſt about that of my elder brother: do not preſume on 


more. | | | 
I bleſs God he is limiting my temporal views. So limit, 
Lord! for, earth has — too much room in me, and 
this pitiful profeſſion of patching up mouldering bodies deſ- 
tined to deſtruction, and for ever excluded the kingdom of 
heaven, engroſſes too much of my thoughts. 

Sick and low at meeting from flatulence and indigeſtion ; 
wherefore dined on bread and water : certainly more faſtin 
and watching unto prayer are requiſite, on account of 
ſpiritual defolations. | J 
Ni. B. At the quarterly meeting of miniſters and elders, 
only three out of ſeyen attended: hath the world's ſpirit in- 
fected the pillars ? en 

3. A wakefulneſs attending, roſe at three in the morning, 
and exerciſed ſomething of a holy vigil. Early riſing ever 
gives me comfort. ' 1 
Notwithſtanding this, in the courſe of this day, ſaw my 
weakneſs, with an alloy of fin, viz. impatience on an un- 
expected ſudden call to a patient, at which I recoiled, but 
went. | * pf 4+ $ 

4- Held our monthly conference. . | 

My brother commences a ſtout and laborious preacher, a 
fool in the world's language, but wiſe in that of hg gy 

| e 
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He has this happineſs, that he waters a yt ground, 
preaching to the hungry and poor in ſpirit; ſhall I not light 
my dim taper at his flame ? | e! ; 

The ſubjects of my new lot are not altogether unlike even 
+ —— the l and ſupplied the 

n brother, got a prize in ottery, uppli 
3323 laying up treaſure in heaven: a ſhining 

ight in a age. * 

7. God gave — aſſert truth upon earth, when 
fraud had entered with open face, and the ancient ſimplicity 
was violate. Sn 

8. God, in che courſe of his ſuperintending providence 
(whilſt — us in the Joſs of the outward riches, by 
means of ſome ſignal bankrupteies), is teaching us the de- 
ceitfulneſs of worldly riches, and the vanity of confidence in 
man, even in a brother. | 

12. n fail, and the fleſh is daily waſting, and 
laſt night had a good deal of the numbneſs : thus God Peak. 
eth : may I hear him, 

13. My faith in Chriſt was confirmed by the Biſhop's able 
defence: but, O my ſtupid heart, I am but half awakened : 
why not in raptures on this glorious occaſion ? 

14. God is giving a bitter cup, even the fruit of ſome 
men's own doings, of their ambition and worldly ſpirit : 
ſorrow- and poverty, natural and ſpiritual, are their portion, 
and partly ours too through their means; we have been 

deceived and deceiving in our anſwer to the query, Are 
friends punctual in their en zents ?* O the ſtupidity of 
the tranſgreſſors, and even of ſeveral raw elders on this oc- 
caſion. Let every man teach his neighbour lamentation, 

17. Meetneſs for glory, and moderation in all tem 
was the watch-word, theſe being the two grand points to be 
kept in view. | 


* Want of circumſpection in regard to the doſe of the 
nk. 


22. Encouraged in the new undertaking of the lecture 
with the children, on divers conſiderations. 

Firſt. The —— of it, from a notorious prevailing 
defect of faith in Chriſt, which hath overſpread as a leproſy, 
worle than the natural one, 
Second. The ſubjects, children, more tractable than 

adults, which laſt have proved thorny ground upon trial. 

Third. - My opportunity, as having both leiſure, and a 
talent of holding up my little taper to the children. 

23. Too quick to anger. ; 

U 4 244, Dif 
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24. Diſcipline meeting laborious, but honeſt in the ſca- 
venger's way but few, very few, lay our deſolations to 
heart: verily, inſtead of uniting as one man, too, too many 
deſert the holy cauſe of truth upon cartn 

28, Sweet content and thankfulneſs, even on the with- 
holding: of fees, a 2 picking up my crumbs, an event 
og a- happy leiſure for the great work, the Materia 

ealctda. 2 #7 1; a5 30 
29. Thirty minutes paſt five, - Roſe early on this firſt day 
of the week, in purſuance of a late reſolution to redeem the 
ſhort remainder of time, in devoting the morning, par- 
_ of this day, to fpiritual — Fur which has been 
omitted for a long ſeries of time, through ain and too 
cloſe an attachment to bodily concerns. 
30. Frappiſh on two croſs calls. 7 to 5s 


1 165 2 fits? 21 3 1 
Fuer MonTH, 1766. 


2. At our monthly conference: my brother has mortified 
his paſſion of anger more than I have. | ee | 
3: Proceeded on catechiſing the children. | 
4. Dr. Madden (aged eighty) is deceaſed ; to his ghoſt I 
ſay, which is beſt for thee now, to have devoted 300/. per 
annum for the benefit of the poor, or to have reſerved it for 
the aggrandizement of thy family ? My ſoul, be with thine : 
I have, bleſſed be God, followed thee in a low tation : but 
am now called to yet ſublimer objects: I have lately ſacri- 
ficed the beſt of my time to Jeruſalem's cauſe, and com- 
er during that ſacrifice, to the 
— To the fleſh, the mere body, thou haſt ſown abun- 

ntly. | 
3 medicines, and diſeaſes of the body: 
ſublimer objects are in view: open the ſpiritual eye wider 
and wider, good Lord. a | 

At a meeting, compunction for earthly-mindedneſs, and 
a deficiency jp-three grand points, viz. Meekneſs, temper- 
ance, and heaven|y-mindedneſs ; yet ſome truſt in God, and 
humble hope, that he will improve theſe graces in me. | 
232. Grace in the holy ſtruggle — over nature. 

23. O pitiful elders and overſeers, of the male line! A 
woman this day took our crowns from us, even in rebuking 
the late comers, which was our proper province, 


SECOND 
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1. What ſhall awaken thee to heavenly-mindedneſs ? See 
thy acquaintances around thee dropping into eternity ſwiftly, 
one after another : view divers menaces of approaching diſ- 
ſolutton in thy pwn body: ſee alſo the deaths of thy patien 
and the miraculous preſervation of thy preſent ſtate 
health: but methinks all theſe confiderations are inſufficient, 
without ſomething of the heavenly fire: ſo deeply rooted is 
2 love of this frail life. Lord, ſend forth thy light and 

truth. : | aun 
A Held our monthly conference: my brother is more 
looſened from the world than I, yet neither of us wholly free 
from infirmities nor ſins, though we be daily fighting. 

23. The morning meeting was luminous; in the 
noon the fire upon the altar was almoſt out. 

Saw clearly,” that I have no gift in the miniſtry, which 
two ſiſters have: ſo, Lord, magnify thy power and grace by 
weak things. O my barrenneſs as overſeer : reſolved to be 
a little more vigilant, * M3164} YEEDTE 
27. Six paupers : brave times in bearing the croſs. 

A filent meeting, yet ſweet, but humbling, in a view of 
the adorable gift of the God-man, and hamiliation on the 
flight which I, even l, have put upon him; having been 
inſenſibly involved in the epidemical contempt of him, in 
the wide ſpread of infidelity and ſcepticiſm which hath for 
many years infected the people of theſe nations: but I turn 
about, and look up to him whom I have thus pierced, with 
a heart - felt ſenſe of my utter weakneſs and inſufficiency, and 
fay ſincerely, Lord Jeſus, help, leſt I periſh, | 


Tam MonTH, 1766, 


1. Thou haſt laboured in nature more than moſt of thy 
fellows, but in grace leſs than thouſands : turn about now, 
and redeem the time, and particularly, be more diligent in 
thy overſeerſhip, and care of the epidemical diſeaſes of the 
ſoul, even thine qQwn, and thoſe of thy brethren, 

Read the book entitled, The Crucified Jeſus, and faid in 
my heart, verily, the author is a ſheep of Chriſt, and his 
call to thoſe whom he calls the Jew-Chriſtians, agrees _ 
: | 7 


3'4 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


_— call of our primitives from all dependence upon 
externals. ; 

4. Saw the imperfection of my new exerciſe in catechiſing, 
but reſolved to purſue it, though in weakneſs. 

The diſcipline meeting very heavy, men hardly to be 
found to perform neceſſary eſſential ſervices: and upon 
a review of the late labours of both the Engliſh and Iriſh 
preſbytery, the people ſtill ſcandalouſly deſert the places of 
publick worſhip, ſo that an evil heart of an unbelief hath 
entered; and indeed, in a human view, we are upon the 
brink of a diſſolution; and were it not for ſome degree of 
truſt in God, who in the worſt of times ſaved a remnant, 
utter deſpair would take place. 12 

5. Held our monthly conference, in opening our ſouls to 
each other, and in a mutual confeſſion of our weakneſſes and 
fins, even ſuch fins, as in the view of a thoughtleſs age are 
deemed very little, but with the growing light of the day 
are magnihed in our vie. | 

Protracted my veſper in ſweet . communion with my 

er. d 4 to, 

9. The concerns of fleſh. and blood have been the reign- 
ing care of the greater part of my life : reſolved, God help- 

ing, never to be proud any more, but to keep in the valley 
of ſelf· contempt. [ "Sq; 41 i 

15. A tender query: doth thy evening refreſhment in- 

— thy communion with thy Maker? Some doubt 
t it. Pr EY | 

16. The women are taking your crowns. from off your 
heads: O ye boobies and earthlings of men 

Grace triumphed over nature to-day, and I was favoured 
with a clear ſight of the blefling annexed to trembling at the 
word of the Lord. | UN 

18. Elders ſtupid, do not at all feel the weight of eſſential 
ſervices incumbent: are they not ſtrangers to the com- 
munion of faints ? and, in other terms, wells without water? 

19. Have patience, however: here are two young men 
of low degree, who may be Levites in time. God can 
ſtill work wonders, and make the laſt firſt, and the firſt laſt. 

20. I feel a little of the weight of my office as overſeer : 
Lord, increaſe my zeal, and _ my happy leiſure, as an 
opportunity of contributing in {mall degree to the promotion 
af truth upon earth, = 

25. Reſolved to purſue my ſpirituals this day with a holy 
violence; ſo purſued them, bleſſed be the Lord! 
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25. God led to the exerciſe of a holy policy, in ſending 
to a brother of low degtee a ſpiritual regiſtry in lieu of a 
natural one, with a view to awaken him to a conſideration 


of objects higher than thoſe of nature. 

28. More temperance, more patience, and more heavenly- 
mindedneſs are ſtill wanting. 

29. Doth not our ſpiritual ſtate call loudly for the exer- 
Ciſe of ſupplication to the Lord of the vineyard, to ſend 
forth more labourers? 

31. Some ſenſe of the weight of the office of overſeer is 


felt. Lord, help. 
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1. An almoſt inſupportable weight of church buſineſs: 
breach upon breach, and falſe brethren. God is weani 
from this world, by the bitterneſſes that attend in chur 
and ſtate, 7 

2. Diſmiſſed a natural patient to go to a ſpiritual one. 

4. Opened my monthly retreat : — — years are 
now paſt; they have been years of contemplation and 
action; years alſo of divine mercy and long forbearance, 
ending in an old age in a good degree deli hefal, in digeſting 
the labours of my youth, but intermingled with ſorrow, on 
account of a wicked world, and the hypocriſy of profeſſors, 
and my own barrenneſs. 

Held our monthly conference ; from whence the following 
compariſon with a brother, of our ſpiritual ſtates. 

Firſt, We both have an acute ſenſe of ſin, but his more 
acute than mine; for he ſays, that in every thing he does 
there is a tincture of fin, wanting a freſh application of the 
atoning blood of Chriſt. | 

Second. He is humbled upon the review of his paſt life, 
and ſo am I ; but he more deeply, becauſe his fins have been 
groſſer, and he has been more immerſed in ſenſuality ; 
whereas I was hardly ever quite abandoned, and my 2 
were of a more refined kind. | 

Third. His induſtry is far ſuperior to mine, He prepares 
for an hour for his preaching, and ſearches the Scriptures 
for his adults, which I alſo do in ſome degree for the children, 
Again, he riſes it three in the morning for theſe works, 


whilſt I indulge three hours, or more, longer in bed, 
Fourth, 


| ſeventy copies of his book, 
what wonder they ſhould flight thy ſervant, who light thee ? 
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Fourth. He enjoys the glorious hope of che goſpel, ſo do 
I in ſome degree, whilſt — around us think nothing 


of it. 
Laſtly, he enjoys raptures, of which I have ſome 
flight degr : — — or lia — 


res the 1 I am engaged i in earth matters more 
than he, and ſow to the ſpirit with far leſs dili gence than he, 
and move in a lower ſphere, ſome natural affairs ſtill neceſ- | 
ſarily engaging my attention, Lord, make me one of the 
_ in thy heavenly houſe, even if it be only a ſtepping 

- | 

Learn hence, reader, that it is good for a man to converſe 
with his betters, and that a mutual and open confeſſion of 
fin tends to humble and improve us in the paths of piety and 


virtue. 


5. O my levity and barrenneſs in a late converſe ! Lord, 


help. 
22 is on the borders of hell, and no one viſits him, 
nor is the Chriſtian diſcipline exerciſed : little fins are cen- 
lured, whilſt great ones are connived at. 
A vexatious patient overcame my {mall fund of patience, 
10. An exceſs in the doſe of the drink: ſoul, awake to 
more vigilance. And, Lord, purge not only from ſurfeiting 


and drunkenneſs, but from the very ſpirit of them, and like- 


wiſe from the inordinate cares of this life. 
14. A judicious Welch paſtor, in the clear viſion, has 
deſcribed our ſtate in writing, and of one hundred and 
= thirty are bought: Lord, 


15. Viewed the world again on its dark fide thus: verily, 


| every day in the natural and moral whrld preſents ſcenes of 


forrow, many of them irremediable, ſome capable of palli- 
ation, and but few of an abſolute cure without danger of 


. relapſe into the ſame, or ſome dolorous ſcene: O ſurely, 


ſurely this world was never deſigned for our zeſt ; but, bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord for opening an eye of faith towards a proſ- 
pect of a better country. 

A freſh view of church duties opens ; Lorg, ſupport and 


raiſe up more labourers. 


At the diſcipline meeting poor and weak, with an anxiety 
for the holy cauſe. 
16. A tweet and profitable: review of the labours of my 
outh in nature ; but, O how ſhort of the Samuels whom 
God hath ſet before thine eyes, who have devoted themſelves 
to grace from their youth. 


19. A 
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19. A braye ſtruggle, and ſucceſsful, in proceeding to the 
ſchool reading. | 
21. Spirituals got the aſcendancy over temporals in a viſit 
paid to ſome deſerters, and God gave me a ——— whom 
God bleſs, and raiſe up more 8 
27. God was with me in my feaſting, reſtraining the 
beſtial appetite. | 
Was enlarged a little in the evening prayer. 


— 
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1. More of the love and fear of God is wanting. 

Held our monthly conference: my brother is haraffed 
with ſuggeſtion of ſpiritual pride to this day. As to me, 
God is bringing on to much labour in the ſtation of an 

elder: I embrace it: ſtrengthen the ſhoulders, good Lord. 
| This day was exhibited a fair ſpecimen of the true Ca- 
naanitiſh language, and of our diſtinguiſhing character and 
glory, though by a woman; even in a ſolemn query to the 
auditory * What are ye looking to ?'—Look not either to 
me or to any man, but to him only, who faid, « Look unto 
me, even to the Lamb, who taketh away the fins of the 
world.” 

A ſomewhat heavy exerciſe in the attempt of reviving the 
dormant diſcipline reſpecting drunkenneſs :: diſcharged my 
conſcience, and fell into a flight rapture. - 0 
At the meeting with the miniſters: thankful for being 
ſituated among my betters. 8 

4. R. C. and J. R. deceaſed: ſoul, awake to the eleanſing 
before that dreadful ſentence paſs; Let him that is filthy 
be filthy ſtill.“ 

Something of a ſpiritual ſong this evening. 

. The minifterial exhibitions not unexceptionable : how- 
ever, I loved the miniſtry amidf their frailties. | 

18. The meeting dull and humbling, but at the concluſion _ 
faith revived a little, | ; 
21. A heavy exerciſe previous to the youth's meeting, 
but God carried through it in a ſpeeeli to them, in pointing 
out the neceſſity of diggers and pruners, as well as planters: 
and waterers: in this exereiſe 1 found practice is of uſe, 
and that it is good to open the mouth in humility and fear; 
+ for this done, ſome things in the courſe of the (exerciſe are 

preſented, which had not been premeditated at all. 


2 24. I 
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24. I love our artleſs preaching and praying, as effuſions 
of the heart, remembering the ont 8 of erecting 
an altar to the Lord, that it was to be done with rough 
ſtone, and man was not to lift up his tool upon it, leſt be 
ſhould defile it. . 
25. Here is great lukewarmneſs : verily, the people are 
aſleep, and I am but half awake, though the night is at hand, 
in which no man can work. | 
My advances in the heavenly race are like thoſe of a ſnail. 
27. Miſerable deſertions in our camp, even as ſcandalous 


* de as hurtful, as that of ſoldiers on the day of battle. Lord, 
ariſe; who canſt, even of ſtones, raiſe up children to 
Abraham.“ Thou alone art my refuge and truſt on this 


i mournful occaſion. | 

| | 3t. 1 ſee clearly that I am not to be a divine, but in a 
= low degree; convinced of it by my converſe with my betters 
| and ſuperiors.” | | | (- 


— 
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| 1. Sleepy at meeting, but God ſanctiſied the event, even 
; in a ſubſequent humiliation and ſelf-abaſement, prayer for 
* pardon, and at length a revival of the ſpiritual appetite for a 
growth in the Chriſtian graces. | | | + 
2. How long, O how long ſhall I love ſuch a, world as 
this, and ſuch a ſtate of things as obtains in the church and 
elſewhere. Verily, I do, on calm reflection, not love, but 
deſpiſe and trample upon it in a holy contempt, - bleſſed be 
the Lord ! | 
3. Lord aſſiſt my feeble endeavours in the diſcharge of my 
duties as an elder, in which daily work opens, and more 
than I can do; and my yoke-fellows are embarraſſed : this 
favour, however, is vouchſafed, even to have ſome ſhare in 
. theſe tranſactions of grace amidſt conſiderable engagements 
in thoſe of nature. 
O my ſenſuality, O my earthly-mindedneſs, and perpetual 
oneneſs to an inardinate purſuit of the concerns of mere 
fleſh and blood deſtined ta deſtruction. Lord, fend forth thy 
light and thy truth. | 
4. Held our monthly conference, by which it appears, 
that we grow a little in the exerciſe of our ſpiritual talents, 
but are not yet perfect. | 


* 


6. At 
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6. At a ſilent meeting ſome texts opened, inciting to an 
enlargement of heart in the precepts of praying for one 
another, with an humbling ſenſe of paſt omiſſions on this 
account. Soul, travel on, and doubt not but the Lord is 
with thee, | | 

A ſweet interview with a ſheep not of our fold, wherein 
was exhibited ſome joyful news of ſucceſsful endeavours of 
reviving two uſeful and important, though at preſent dor- 
mant practices. 8 * 

Firſt, The religious inſtruction of youth. 

Second. The viſiting of families in a religious way. 

15. A temptation to expatiate in natural ſtudies, but 
grace reſtrained, with this illumination: we ſhall never know 

ere but in part, and the regions of ſuperior light and glory 
r ble, though really miraculous account (our 
ve eea 
low — Snſidered) 2 England of a conſiderable ac- 
ceflion of ſtrangers to us, who are coming to fit down with 
us, and partake of our goſpel E | 
17. A little brittle on a diſagreeable call. 

19. At the medical ſociety almoſt alone: a fad world in 
nature and in grace: O where is publick ſpirit ! 
| 23: A ſecret whiſper, that I ſhould do leſs in nature. 

hriſt roſe to pray a great while before day ; here is au- 
thority for the — vigil: O my foul, bluſh; « He that 
ſowet * ly reap ſparingly.” . | 

24. Diſcipline meeting deſerted by ſeveral, who, like the 
man with one talent, lighting the meanneſs of his gift, hid 
it in the earth; yet, in theſe dreary times, God raiſed up a 
| help-meet. | * 

27. Some remains of hope ſupporting my ſoul as an an- 
chor in the proſpect of more activity and induſtry in the 
work of overſeer, and of holding forth as ſuch an example to 
the riſing generation: Lord, animate and help. 

A ſweet and near acceſs to the Lord in prayer, and an 
humble hope, that we are not yet arrived to that pitch of 
depravity which old Iſrael was, when, there being © no king 
In Iſrael, every man did that which was right in his own 

:” but even then did God raife up deliverers : fo raiſe 
up, good Lord, in this holy ſtruggle with delinquents. 

29. At a ſilent meeting—was wounded for ſm, but com- 
forted with a ſenſe that the ſame power that wounds can heal. 


SEVENTH - 


G 


„ 
- 
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Sixty-ſeven years are now paſt : what lack I yet? 

Anſw. More temperance, and more heaven!y-mindedneſs; 
and an aſpiration. for putting in practice the heavenly pre- 
cept, *Omnem crede diem tibi diluxiſſe ſupremum. Hot. Buy 
O my impotence to this: Lord, help. 


Took up the croſs upon my ſhoulders in two inſtances, 
though not without ſome murmuring. 


An eminent author affirms that church to be in a ruinous 
condition, where both worſhip and diſcipline are neglected: 
pow this is egregiouſly our preſent caſe : wherefore, let 

man teach his neighbour lamentation. * 
- Made ſeveral viſits in the capacity of ark-bearer, in other 
terms, in diſtributing ſpiritual books. | 
» Weakneſs and frowardneſs attend. 
eld our monthly conference to edification, in comparing 


our various temptations and experiences in the courſe of our 


grimage. 
ar ' Ata filent meeting my was entirely of the moutn- 


ful kind, thus: O my barrenneſs in ſpirituals in time paſt, 


6. Viſited a neighbouring meeting, and read the national 
epiſtle to them with a dumb eloquence, being overcome in a 
tranſport of joy at ſome of the contents, conveying ſweet 


- goſpel-tidings : I was here convinced of the ſmallneſs of my 


talent compared to thoſe of others; however, reſolved to 


- 


exerciſe it, ſmall as it is, not doubting but an improvement 


will attend faithfulneſs : fo help, Lord. 


10. At diſcipline meeting, God gave a little courage, 


when ſeveral deſerted me. 


Review the labours of ſome modern ſaints, even thy con- 


temporary brethren and ſiſters ; extend alſo thy retroſpection 
to the ſtripes, ſtoning, perils of various Kinds, and particu- 


* larly thoſe of falſe brethren, the wearineſs, watching, faſting, 


cold, and nakedneſs, impending death, and the care of the 
churches by the apoſtle Paul, and ſhrink into deep ſelf-con- 
tempt upon the compariſon. | 5 

I haye no talent at oratory, and the comfort is, truth does 


not want it 


* Think every dawning day will be thy laſt. © 
15. At 


ie. >. bon td 


\t 
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15. At a filent meeting—ſome degree of a comfortable 
aſſurance of a real progreſs, and a prayer for an eſtabliſhment. 
25, Mammon muſt needs be preferred to God, and the 
duties of the firſt table greatly neglected, by the inhabitants 
of the city, whilſt immerſed as they ate, in the mere con- 


cerns of fleſh and blood. 


26. A lively, clear, and infallible ſenſe, that “ in. me 
dwelleth not any good thing,” but only tranſient viſits; and 


that it is truly a 


reign power that gives activity to run the 


* race: fo, Lord, fend forth thy light and thy truth, 


n imbittering diſpenſation of fore eyes and 


ull ears; the 


firſt taking me off from my darlirig delights of reading and 
writing, the ſecond from thoſe of converſation : Lord, I kifs 
thy rod: and may it be 4 means (together with the fight 
thou haſt given me of the degeneracy of my aſſociates from 
pymitive piety) of weaning me from this low, poor world, 
and of eſtabliſhing me in moderation. 

31. Exerciſed a review of the life of an author which I had 
read, and of my own, in which the compariſon ſtood thus: 


His life. 
I. Was of the active kind. 
II. He facrificed his eaſe 


and health to the good of the 
ſouls and bodies of others. 


- 


Iii. His induſtry 1 very 


reat; he catechiſes children 
veral times in a week, be- 
ſides ſpiritual conferences and 
pou preaching. He ſpends 
ome hours in the day in 


prayers 
IV. He is content with, 


nay, chooſes the meaneſt fare. 


V. He embraces the croſs. 


My life, 


I. Rather contemplative 
in the exerciſe of a ſcribe. 
II. I huſband my conſtitu- 
tion. 
I am exerciſed a little in 
ſpirituals as an elder, but the 


chief objects of my charity 


are the bodies of the poor. 
III. I catechiſe but once a 
week, my conferences are 


rare, publick preaching none, 


meditation and prayer every 
morning and evening ; and if 
a work of charity intervenes, 
I quit prayer, — go to exer- 
ciſe that work. | 
IV. The fat of the land is 
wine ; and I ſometimes exer- 
ciſe a partial faſt for health, 
V. I thun pain and diſeaſe, 
but yet I defire to be an aſſo- 
ciate of thoſe that ſuffer with 
Chriſt, - 
However, 
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However, in the courſe of my religious ſearches, I.find one, 


perhaps ſeveral, inſtances of perſons, who have voluntarily em- 
ployed themſelves in attending the ſick during the plague, and 
of many, others voluntarily devoting themſelves to the ſpread- 
ing of truth among ſtrangers, and moreover of their renun- 
ciation of ſuperfluities, not only in drinks, meats, and apparel, 
but likewiſe in the vain honours and ſuperfluous profits of 
this world: but, O the deviation of the moderns in theſe 
reſpects! They are not worthy to. be named with my above 
ſaint, and the others here onified : our men are too generally 
buried in the earth, and our women are taking our crowns 
from our heads. However, God is glorified, by effecting 
great things by weak inſtruments. 3 * 
Reſolved never to be proud any more, ſeeing God has 
placed me among ſo many burning and ſhining lights, my 
tters and ſuperiors in grace. So I be a ſtone in the heavenly 
building, even to be trodden upon, I ſhall rejoice, 
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Opened my monthly retreat. 

My ſixty-eighth year is now paſſing over. 
O my ſtupid heart, which is ſo little, ſo languidly touched 
at this moſt awful period, the midnight cry at the door ! Lord, 
awaken. a 

Why doſt thou dote on any thing here, though of the moſt 

oodly and ſpecious appearance, even moral righteouſneſs, as 

| fur as reſpects the mere concerns of fleſh and blood, devoted 
1 | to 2 the meat of worms, and the ſole object of 
| phyſick | 
| urely I am now called to the purſuit of higher objects, 
4 the promotion of the kingdom of Chriſt upon earth, in a joint 
labour with faithful elders and miniſters, and to a preparation 


for a happy tranſlation. | 

Look with an eye of faith on that ſaying of Chriſt in his 
prayer: Father, I will that thoſe thou haſt given me be with 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory which thou 
the world. | 


In the days of ignorance and unbelief preceding my con- 
verſion, I ſaw the world (not as it really was, but) as it was 
not, having viewed it * a falſe magnifier; but I now 

uy 


| 
| 
| haſt given me: for thou lovedſt me before the foundation of 
| 
| is, even no object of love 


in to behold it as it rea 


being truly a place of baniſhment or excluſion from n 
a ſtate 
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a ſtate of imperſections, trials, temptations, dangers, and ſins, 
as well as of diſeaſes and death, even death natural; and death 
eternal, unleſs the Saviour interpoſe. * | 

Doubt concerning my evenihg's refreſhment, leſt it ſhould 
cloud the evening devotion, | 

Held our monthly confefence : we hatmionize in a ſolid 
contempt of this lower world : we ſtill feel our wants, and a 
heavenly attraction to higher degrees of purity and love: my 
brother has more of the heights and depths than I: in other 
terms, he has more conſolations, and more deſertions than I; 
3. Now is the time of thy trial come, even the trial of thy 
valour, or want of valour for truth upon earth, no longer in 
mere writing and ſpeculation, but in pradice; even in perſo- 
nal labours, in warning the unruly, ſupporting the weak, and 
inſtructing the ignorant, comforting the feeble- minded, and 
exerciſing patience towards all men. In nature, thou haſt 
been more abundant in labours than moſt of thy fellows ; 
in grace leſs than thouſands of others: thou art now ſtrongly 
called upon to relax in that, but redeem thy time in the other, 

4. Spent my matin in ſpiritual fox-hunting, 

. Snappiſh on unſeaſonable calls, and in a time of weak- 
gen and indiſpoſition: but this is not a ſufficient apology: 
Lord, be my ſtrength in my weakneſs. pb... 5p 

Went to the almoſt deſerted diſcipline meeting, and ſaw 
the high neceſſity of ſtanding in the gap, notivithfariding my 
own weakneſs and imperfection. A laborious time. 

7. Recovered from ſore eyes, a gentle chaſtiſement, bleſſed 
be the Lord! May it teach me moderation, and that holy 
careleſſneſs which the apoſtle recommends, x Cor. vii. 32. 

8. Spent my matin in collecting and recording ſome ſhort 
inſtructive ſpiritual ſayings: theſe I call flowers, and deem 
them the ſpecial gift of heaven. | | 

A prayer on my - preſent ſtate : Lord, I adore thy late 
chaſtifing hand, by which thou haſt gently ſmitten thoſe 
organs which have been too earneſtly devoted to nature, in an 
idolatrous preference thereof to grace. O, let this rod be a 
means of weaning from that inordinate love, and of eſtabliſh- 
ing in moderation in all the concerns of fleſh and blood, and 
of quickening me to a ſtronger faith. in Chriſt, and higher 
degrees of purity and love ! 

Look down upon the deſolations of our Sion, and bring me 
forward in more activity as overſeer and catechiſt, and favour 
me with ability of body and mind to diſcharge theſe offices, 
and to let men ſee the neceſſity of diggers and pruners in thy 
vineyard; _ | 

X 2 I bleſs 
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I bleſs thee for the moſt happy leiſure which thou haſt 
afforded me, and for thy conſecration thereof; and for the 
dew of heaven with which thou haſt abundantly favoured me, 
rticularly in the hiſtories of the lives of ſome Chriſtians, 
eſſed incentives to a holy progreſſion and preparation for 
the heavenly company above. 

Preſerve from conceitedneſs and raſhneſs in my natural 

es. | | 

Give me to view death and judgment, and to live every 
day as the laſt, ſince the awful hour approacheth with rapid 
ſtrides ; and to drink and eat in thy holy fear and preſence. 

Diveſt me of the murmuring ſpirit on every diſpenſation of 
thy providence, the old fin of my life : and teach me that 
excellent leſſon of being content in all ſtates, and grant an 
entire union of my will to thine. 

Give me to ſee this life no longer as it is not, but as it 
really is, even a ſtate of baniſhment from paradiſe, a ſtage of 
ignorance, temptations, dangers, fins and ſorrows, and to 

: pire after a meetneſs for a tranſlation to another and better 

ate. | 71 

10. Lord, what will become of thy e wle ſince thy 
worſhip is neglected, and the hedge in many places is broken 
down, the dreſſers neglect to repair the breaches ; ſtupidity - 
having ſeized them, and the love of this preſent world; and 
every proſpect ſeems dull and dolorous? Lord, preſerve me 
from the contagion of the times, left I alſo periſh, | 
13. Proviſions dear, expences high. In a ſpiritual view, 
with _—_ to ſome of us, it might be better if there were a 
reater ſcarcity : for it might mortify our ſenſuality, and leave 
e mind freet for all the ſweet and profitable exerciſes of 
devotion, which are too often clouded by the fumes of in- 
digeſtion from fleſh] —＋ 4 
J my natural ſtudies uſeful myſteries pleaſantly 
diſclofe themſelves. : 
The hiſtory of an eminent ſoldier was very inſtructive: 
O che toils; pains, and dangers he undergoes for mere tempo- 
ral honour ; and how little of theſe do I undergo for that 
honour which cometh from God only, for promoting truth 
upon earth, for the proſperity of Sion, and the repair of her 
deſolations! Verily very little, although a great deal for the 
preſervation of this corruptible body, . raiſe. 
17. A viſit to a lapſed brother. A ſweet call to keep the 
temple clean, previous to my evening ſacrifice. 
At meeting -an offence by ſleeping there, rebuked with a 
ſeaſonable ſide - blow from a woman: are not the men aſleep ? 
| 2 | 19. Anger 
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19. Anger diſproportionate to the occaſion was my ſin of 
e which I forgot to lay before the Lord, — to 
deprecate the repetition of it, as I now do. | 

22. Some gluttony yeſterday, not confeſſed then, nor even 
22 enough deplored: Lord, give an acute ſenſe of 

is ſin. | 
Saw my and principal work to be in the cloſet; 
not in the field: and God is ſweetening my old age in re- 
ery and digeſting my labours in nature, uſeful J hope; 
and indeed I became a wonder to myſelf on this account. 
Lord, preſerve from conceitedneſs. | 

25. O poor Dublin! God is ſhaking thy pillars, and in a 
conſpicuous manner drawing off from all human dependen- 
cies ; here are great deſertions: it is plain here are but few 
that ſtand ; but tough Iſrael be not gathered, yet Chriſt the 
Lord will be alorified, Ifa. xlix. even he who opened the 
ſealed book, mentioned Rev. v, who ſeeth all events from the 
beginning of the world to the conſummation of all things to 
his own glory. He indeed is my refuge on this mournful 
occaſion, and he alone; and his ways are ſtill ways of wonder, 
and particularly in extending his gracious calls to a revolting 
people in a miniſterial way. | 

Sol. God unfoldeth the myſteries of nature and of grace 
to the diligent inquirer ; Lord, eſtabliſh me in holy modg» 
ration in my natural ſtudies. 

26. Emerged from ſix weeks confinement by ſore eyes, 
bleſſed be the Lord! | 

Sol. See; thou art now writing a hiſtory of diſeaſes ; but 
let this be viewed in a goſpel light, and it is no other than 
a hiſtory of the miſeries entailed upon Adam's children at his 
expulſion from paradiſe to an earth & curſed for his ſake,” in 
God's own language, in the third of Geneſis; which miſeries 
there is no way of ſo effectually alleviating, as that of the 
glorious opening of the goſpel hope. 

29. Prayed to God that he would make me as a firebrand 
among ſome brethren, to kindle up, not conſume, their 
ſouls to ſome important Chriſtian duties impending, 

I am attacked by three different objects of my natural 
ſtudies, even in danger of leſſening the holy ardour to the 
ſpiritual : Lord, help, left I fall and periſh, 

31. Bleſſed be God, he is bringing me on in the natural 

urſuits ſweetly, and, in the courle ot his good providence, 
— * my late confinement, and neceſſarily abſtaining 
ſeeen vehemence in theſe purſuits; which prevented preci- 
* 3 pitane y: 
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pitancy, and gave a fine opportunity for divers natural truths 
to diſcloſe themſelves. | 
A heavy exerciſe of patience in a ſtruggle with the brethren, 


, toincite them to engage in the viſit, but with no encourage» 


ment. | 
There was a ſweet goſpel call in the morning, but 2 
piteous flight put upon it in the afternoon ; thus is Chritt . 


_ deſpiſed in his miniſters, as I believe he himſelf would be, 


were he to appear perſonally on earth. 


NinTu MonTH, 1766. 


1. Opens my monthly retreat: what is yet wanting? 

Anſw. Firſt, More faſting, leſs feaſting. Second, More 
moderation in natural ſtudies, in order that I may go down 
to my grave looſened from the world. Third, More meek- 
neſs on croſs calls. Fourth, More fenſibility of the approach 
of death and judgment, n 

2, The review and digeſting of former labours are now 
the chief employment, and proper to my age. 

Diſcharged my conſcience weakly, but faithfully, at the 
diſcipline meeting. 

3- Held our monthly conference, My brother has far 
more conlolations than I; and no wonder, for he works 
harder, and is ſupported accordingly ; whereas I move in a 
lower ſphere, inevitably immerſed in the cares of fleſh and 
blood, the diſeaſes of the body, and the ſubjects of natural 


hiſtory, ſubjects as far inferior to the ſpiritual, as earth is to 


heaven, 

One altercation occurred between us: he calls my com- 
plaints of weakneſs, imperſection, and fin, the dictates of 
the grand accuſer ; whereas I rather chooſe to call them the 
ſtrivings of God's ſpirit reproving for ſin, and gradually 
cleanſing from it; and ſo I ſay, good Lord, ſpare neither 
hammer, ſword, nor even fire, i neceſſary, until all thy 
enemies in me be ſubdued. — | 
4. Omitted to confeſs yeſterday's ſin of anger not duly 
limited; | * 

The ſtate of divers elders: they are pretty ready at con- 
demning flagrant ſinners, or pretty good executioners; but 
as to comforting the feeble- minded, ſuppotting the weak, 
and inſtructing the ignorant, they have very little {kill or 
practice. Soul, how 1s it with thee ? * 
| Anſw, 
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Anſw. I alſo am deficient, but hope God will, in ſome 

degree ſupply my defects, and fructify the barren ſoil, | 

Let us go into the vineyard and work: I hope God will 
give us a little ſummer, | | 

6. Paid a viſit in the conſolatory way. 

A ſinful perverſeneſs and impatience under bodily affliction. 

9. Saw in the clear viſion, that we elders have been afleep : 
but, as thou Lord haſt graciouſly rouſed me, give me alſo 
grace to rouſe others, 

10. Seven patients, who exerciſed my patience beyond the 
holy limits, 

* 11. From nature let us aſcend to grace: I have traced the 
epidemick diſeaſes in Dublin, hitherto the chief objects of m 
care: let us now take a view of the ſpiritual maladies : theſe 
are, an evil heart of unbelief in reſpect to God, and particu- 
larly his Son Chriſt Jeſus; ſtupidity, and an inordinate at- 
tachment to the mere concerns of fleſh and blood; in other 
terms, a worldly ſpirit, which hath been juſtly charged 
_ us by our late faithful 38 in their viſit, which 

arge hath not yet been wiped off: and verily, even I, who 
ſeem to herd among the faithful remnant, have evident oc- 
caſion to cry out, G my leanneſs and barrenneſs 

12. Diſcharged my conſcience to a brother elder in relation 
to our office, 

13. Agreeable goſpel news from Briſtol and Norwich. 

14. A hard ſtruggle to promote the religious viſit, almoſt 
with deſpair : attended the women's meeting on this ſubject ; 
they are very idle, | 

15. A memorable æra with regard to miniſterial labours, 
wherein the old men were hewed, and the young wooed, I 
admired the gracious dealings of a long-ſuffering God in 
thus ſtriving with revolters, goodneſs unutterable, incom- 
prehenſible, and not commenſurate either to our conceptions 
or deſerts. ; 

16. Heavy exerciſe for introducing the viſit; the old cold 
procraſtination appears, and deliberation inſtead of action: 
the hands in the boſom in harveſt time, 

A providential aſſiſtance in this work from two foreigners, 

18. Proceeded in the faid ſervice, in company with my 
betters. | 

20, A week of religious_caonference and viſits, wherein 
God was gracious to me, and to the revolters. 

23. A ſweet ſilent GG. in an heavenly attraction to 
further purity and love. 4 Fleſh and blood cannot inherit 


the kingdom,” was the watch- word. | 
x 4 24. Rum. 


| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 


328 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


* 


ee old ſpiritual manuſcripts to be diſtributed 
on the viſit. | Ar; 

Not ahandoned in my feaſting, bleſſed be the Lord! 

28. Amidſt all our revoltings God was my refuge this day, 
who knoweth all our wanderings, and alone ſeeth from the 
beginning to the conſummatian of all things to his own 
glory 5 * will I repoſe under all adverſe events: ſo 
e; . 

29. Qmitted to confeſs the fin of yeſterday, even impa- 
tience on oroſs calls, | | 

30. Heavy exerciſe on the viſit impending : a prodigious 
averſion to being enliſted in this important ſervice: Loch- 


fulneſs was charged upon the recuſants. 


Turn MonTH, 1766, 


1. O for more 1 5 

Held our monthly conference; from which it appears, that 
the Lord is gracious to us, and that this is not our reſt, but 
a ſtate of baniſhment and of warfare. 

e are not, indeed, without ſpots, but we go to the foun- 
tain and waſh, > | 

Driven almoſt to deſpair in 4 the religious viſit: 
reſolved to make one effort more i Lord, help. 

2. Invited ſome to our diſcipline meeting without effect; 
Lord, open their eyes, whom the god of this world hath 
blinded; and raiſe up more labourers. 

A miracle of grace: A. D. 1740, in England an acceſ- 
ſion of ſtrangers to us in our denying way ; Which was 
alſo the caſe in 1766, bleſſed be the Lord 

6. More vigilance is requiſite far thee in thy new office 
of overſeer: remember, that formality in a quaker-overſeer 
is as criminal as in a man-ereated biſhop. _ | 

At a ſilent meeting the holy hunger ſubſiſted. Saw in 
a clear viſion, that the greater part in theſe degenerate days do 
not prize, but deſpiſe their privileges in two important points, 
Firſt, The worſhip of God in filence. Second, The whole- 
ſome diſcipline, and the ſpirit of it, = 

I faw alſo, not leſs clearly, two armies drawn up in battle 
array 9 each other, Firſt, The carnal profeſſors. Se- 
cond, The ſpiritual ; and theſe laſt vaſtly inferior in number: 


good Lord, haſt not thou enliſted me in this war? So help 
to fight! Surely the combat is begun; and a new ſcene 
apens, with reſpect to the ſpiritual epidemical diſeaſes and 

| patients, 
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patients, and the Lord prompts to more activity. Proceeded 
accordingly to viſit one of theſe (where the labour was not 
EN fruitleſs) and planned for another, bleſſed be the 
9. Lord lift up my heart to the view of thy dealings in 
grace, yet more, It is true, many things delightful and uſe- 
ul have opened themſelves in reward of my laborious ſearches 
in nature: but, indeed, the wonders of grace are of greater 
importance, and withal, more obvious to the view of every 
enlightened mind, and of more intereſting and univerſal con- 
cern, and are lively incentives to adoration and love; even 
the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and particularly in his 
miraculous interpoſition in preſerving his church, more or 
leſs, in all ages; and even now viſibly awakening thou- 
ſands to a right goſpel ſenſe of things, and in our little 
ſociety, is railing up children to Abraham, even as from the 
ſtones of the ſtreet. Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul ! Every 
faithful miniſter exceeds the mere phyſician of the body, as, 
heaven does earth. 

12. O my barrenneſs! The remembrance of paſt neglects 
and omiſſions is bitter. | 

13. Lord, how can I do leſs in nature? I negle& novel- 
ties, and am chiefly employed in digeſting old matters ? 

Anſw, The affection to nature muſt be yet more mortified, 
and the earth muſt be turned upſide down. viz. "The earth 
and its concerns beneath, whilſt heaven and the graces of the 
Holy Spirit muſt be uppermoſt. | 

17. The ſixth ſucceſſively ſilent meeting in Dublin, and 
not unprofitable, 

18. Behold two temptations laid in thy way. Firſt, Not 
downright drunkenneſs nor gluttony, but the ſpirit of theſe. 
Second, The cares of mere fleſh and blood. Trim thy 
lamp ; for the bridegroom is at the door, | 

10. Grace triumphs over nature. Thought of the apoſtle 
Paul's exerciſes and troubles, and numerous perils: O what 
a pygmy am I, upon the compariſon, 

22. Heartily ſick of the world. 

25. Viſited a meeting, accompanied by a brother of low 
degree : ſpoke as an elder, broaching ſome grateful goſpel 
news, and had a mournfyl ſenſe of ſpiritual idleneſs, unbe- 
lief, natural diſtreſs, uncertainties and dangers attending the 
people, *indevotion, ſcarce any ſpiritual conference at all; 
for, aſſuredly, the wiſe man talketh of wiſdom, even out 
of the abundance of his heart ; whereas qut of an empty 
form comes nothing: Lord, look down. - 

| 28, 
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28. A fweet prayer from one of the other ſex, highly 
pertinent to our preſent ſtate, to the cir rg effect: © Lord 
command ſilence, that Thou, the inviſible Teacher, mayeſt 
be heard, honoured, and obeyed ; and awaken the carnal 
profeſſors. | 

31. Held our monthly conference : my brother far tran- 
ſcends me in fpiritual 8 who am immerſed in nature, 
and poor in grace: he has allo far more conſolation than I, 
and thinks he has an antepaſt of heaven, and longs for it: I 
grovel in nature, and am a Chriſtian of the loweſt claſs. 

Trouble on account of two Laodicean brethren, with a 
ſenſe that we in this city, in a ſpiritual view, may be com- 
pared to ſtagnating waters, ſituated almoſt always in the fame 
places, and among the fame perſons, which tends to dull- 
neſs ; whereas, as in nature, ſo in grace, variety is pleaſant, 
and running waters are ſweet ; and clouds ſhould move from 
one ſpot to another, in order to water different places; but, 
alas ! where are theſe ? Let the harp hang on the willow. 


— 


_ ErxventTa MonTH, 1766. 


1. Opens my monthly retreat. 

Sixty-ſeven and 12 years are paſt ;. what then? 

Anſw. Put in practice that arduous precept : Omnem crede 
diem tibi diluxiſſe ſupremum.“ wy | 

At a meeting of miniſters and elders : it was good for me 
to be among my betters : live coals kindle each other ; ſuch 
were we to day; and the tongue of the ſtammerer was 
looſened. ; | 

4. Truth was honeſtly dealt forth in a faithful miniſtry, 
blefſed be the Lord: what ſhould be the conſequence ? Truly 
bitter mourning : Lord, give us elders to join in the doleful 
ſymphony. ; 

5. Ate as a ſwine to day, even the great day of the ge- 
netal aſſembly of miniſters and elders; and, although I was 
not cloudeg by this dinner, yet I was not fo light and alert 
as I ought to have been on this weighty and folemn occaſion; 
Lord, 1 have ſinned. Our economy is bad, in thus being 
expoſed to the temptation of heavy dinners previous to this 
weighty ſervice. Lord, I come to the fountain of thy blood 
to walh, and reſolve, with thy help, never more to repeat this 
fin on this occaſion, | 


Believe every dzwnipe day 0 be thy laſt. 


8. Now 
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8. Now comes on the laborious work of promoting truth 
upon earth, not in ſpeculation and writing, where the view 
of it was pleaſant, but in practice, and treating with indi- 
viduals in religious viſits: 1 raiſe up more labourers. 

Laboured the point of getting aſſociates in the viſit, under 
great diſcouragements. | 

This day truth triumphed in the gallery, being clearly and 

werfully declared, and the miniſters were attended by a 
arge auditory : but, what then? 

Fs not indeed the ſervant preferred to the maſter ? Do not 
many come to hear the firſt, who will not come to hear the 
laſt? And are not many, as it were, buried alive in the cares 
of this life? Do not our epiſtles pronounce the ſame thing in 
effet ? And ſhall admonitions on this occaſion be the pecy- 
liar gift of miniſters in the publick declamatory way only? 
Shalf not elders, according to ancient precept and practice, 
labour to confirm, enforce, and apply the ſame thing in their 
viſits to families and individuals ? Verily, they are idle ſhep- 
herds, and blind watchmen, if they do not, and our ſpiritual 
ruin is not far off, if this labour ceaſes, as it threatens to do 
in this and another city. — 

The youth in particular is called, and ſhall not the elders 
join with and ſecond this call, in order that a ſucceſſion may 
by maintained ? 


11. Herein ſhineth our miniſtry with peculiar luſtre, even 
in preaching and recommending Chriſt within, and not 
themſelves, and in ſteadily publiſhing and maintaining the 
way of the croſs as the only road to the crown. 

17, 1, and 26, Proceeded on the viſit, in a communion 
truly ſpiritual with three ſiſters, to both rich and poor, and 
more ſweetly with the laſt ; took up the croſs and carried it 
on my ſhoulders, leaving temporals behind me, and pro- 
ceeded with induſtry and vigilance, ſnatching every oppor- 
tunity. It was good for me to be with my betters, their 
faith, love, ſuperior fervour and enlargement of heart far 
tranſcending mine. Sweet, heavenly, and highly uſeful and 
rtinent counſels were imparted, 

Notwithſtanding all remonſtrances, a miſerable defection 
in publick worſhip, ; 

27. An unexpected phenomenon providential : a new bro- 
ther voluntarily joins in this ſervice : Lord, proſper him. 

30. Thus is truth, even eſſential, ſoul-ſaving truth, 
preached, not only at meeting, but by the fire · ſide, and — 

golpe 


a —— — — 


— 
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goſpel handed forth to the poor, bleſſed be the Lord, and by 


mean inſtruments, the weaker veſſels, in whom God ma- 
nifeſts ſtrength, and his marvellous love and long forbear- 
ance, and I Was comforted in the proſpect of an accompliſh- 
ment of this work, which I had nearly deſpaired of. 


Twrirrn MonTH, 1766. 

1. Opens my monthly retreat. 8 

Sixty-ſeven and 4x years are now paſt, More of the ten- 
der filial fear is yet wanting. 

Held our monthly conference, whereupon the compariſon 
Rood thus : my brother is more heavenly-minded, and more 
rapturous than I: I trudge on in bearing the craſs, We 
have both the honour of ſtanding in the gap, he in the gap of 
preaching, I in the gap of preſbytery. 

2. Proceeded in the viſit, wherein truth in its genuine 
nakedneſs and ſimplicity ſhone, and the eſſential duties of 
piety and brotherly-love were diſplayed in ſweet and feryent 
exhortations and admonitions, An humbling ſenſe of my 
low ſpiritual ſtate compared to that of my affociates : I have 
indeed given up my temporals at home for the fake of the 
good cauſe, but they (feeble women) have croſſed the ſeas, 
and traverſed many difficulties on the ſame account. 

9. The diſcipline meeting laborious: the care of the 
church grows. 

12. "The viſit proceeds, but our weakneſs was ſuch, that 
it could not be performed without the help of ſtrangers : God 
gave courage to ſtand in the gap, and join theſe in an har- 
monious co-operation for the promotion of truth upon earth 
truth in converſation, truth in the cloſet, truth in ſhops and - 
in the market. 

14. A laborious work in the faid ſervice, wherein eſſential 
truths were declared, truths of 2 importance than any 
in nature. This is the true phiſoſophy indeed, and my aſſo- 
ciates are philoſophers of the higheſt order. 

16. Did we elders apply the truths preached in publick to 
individuals, what bleſſed help-meets ſhould we be to the 
miniſtry. But, O how little of ſuch a work appears. 

21. The word preached hath not been mixed with faith; 
for, notwithſtanding all the egregious labours of that fort, 
here is a ſcandalous deſertion of meetings for worſhip, 


24. Matter 
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24. Matter of comfort, and at the ſame time matter of 
humiliation : the firſt, in a grateful ſenſe of God having 
2 me ſome of the apoſtolick appendages to faith, viz. firſt, 

nowledge, even that knowledge which is preferable to all 
others, the knowledge and contempt of myſelf; and, ſecondly, 
the grace of brotherly-kindneſs in the preſent religious viſit ; 
to the Lord be the glory! 

But, ſecondly, the matter of humiliation, was the view of 
a long courſe of ſpiritual idolatry, in preferring nature to 

ce, a ſin never, never to be forgotten by me, though par. 
oned, as I hope, by the atoning blood, yet juſtly abording 
to me an ample fund of humiliation. 

31. .Diſcharged my conſcience at the youth's meeting with 
a ſwect ſymphonick Gund in the miniſtry. 


Finsr MoxTH, 1767. 


3. Sickneſs after the feaſt, which more temperance might 
have prevented, | 

6. In the religious viſit, my brother quite outſhone me, 
though I broke the ice. | 

A ſilent meeting, but truly luminous, with an attraction 
towards the inviſible world, an humbling ſenſe of my low 
ſpiritual ſituation, in compariſon of that of our itinerants, tra- - 
verſing ſea and land for the fake of the holy cauſe : yet ſome 
conſolation in the ſenſe of a diſcharge of duty in ſelf-denial, 
in preferring ſpirituals to temporals, and in an increaſed love 
of the brethren. 

17. Chriſtian diſcipline now is exerciſed ; even that which 
was before only an object of ſpeculation, is now become the 
more laborious ſubject of practice. 

18, Finiſhed the viſit to families, out of ſeaſon, and in 
the middle of winter, not *without hazard of the lives of 


me. | 

Reſolved, that if the Lord ſhould preſerve to another, not 
to engage in it but in longer days, leſt we ſhould be found 
1 the Lord, and ſhortening our days. 

23. The teſtimony of a good conſcience, that ſome real 
progreſs hath been made in the exerciſe of the duties of an 
elder, but withal, a certain ſenſe that there is much room for 
more. 


25. Weaning from the world, was the reigning cry of the- 
day. PAI 


— 
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God gave courage to hold up our Chriſtian teſtimon 
againſt plays : my brother declared the truth boldly, Lord, 
bleſs the labour. | 

27. O poor Dublin; thy outward pillars fail in a great 
meaſure. May the people look unto him who alone is able 
to help, and raiſe up other pillars. | | 
30. Bad uſage in a flagrant and unrighteous detention 


of fees. 


God gave ſome degree of patience, and morecver did this 
day reſtrain the beſtial appetite. 


$Seconp Mont, 1767. 


1. Both meetings poor, yet attended with a holy drau ing 
to a limitation of my natural ſtudies: alſo, God gave cou- 
rage and ſteadineſs in the proſecution of the family viſit. 

3- A laboricus day in the patientry, and was obliged to 
reje& one call on account of the higher call, being led to 


prefer Jeruſalem to my chief joy, in which cauſe | had the 


honour of ſuffering, being wounded at the running away of 
ſome brethren before the church's buſineſs dis Koithed. | 

I faw that I muſt truſt in the Lord, who knoweth our 
ſtate altogether, and whoſe ways are ways of wonder, and 
far above our comprehenſion. | | 

5. Held our monthly conference, the uſcfulneſs of which 
abundantly appeared, even in the mutual confeſſion of our 
infirmities, yea fins, particularly that of brittleneſs on little 
croſs events : and on this conſideration we are doth driven to 
the Lamb of God, our Saviour. 5 26 880 
My brother jogs me on, not only to hope, but to the 
higher degree of . | 

6. In the other Evangeliſts our Lord appears in his ſtate 
of humiliation, but in the Revelation he appears in his ex- 
altation and triumph. | | 

Methinks were there no other evidence of the divine 
authority of the Old Teſtament, the very name of God 
there, I AM, ſhines infinitely beyond that of any heathen 
deities. = 

8. An humbling time at a filent meeting, in the clea 
viſion, thus: | 
" Firſt. From my brittleneſs on certain little croſs events, it 
is clear I am not enough imbued with the love of my neigh- 
bour, viz. That J do not love him Jo well as myfetft. Lamb 
of God, take away my ſin, | 


Second. 
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Second. O my weakneſs and barrenneſs : above twelve 
hours, viz. Above half, my time is ſpent in ſleep, and in 
eating and drinking. 

Finiſhed Gill's Comment on the Old Teſtament. Bleſſed 
— 22 for this precious loan, a gracious providence to me 

2 Was ſtrongly confirmed in the expediency of my 
reading with and catechiſing the children, as far better au- 
ditors than moſt adults: and at the ſame time inſtructive to 
myſelf, who, though an old man, am but a child in the myf- 
teries of grace. 

17. At meeting was lively impreſſed with the following as 
a watch-word—« We have no continuing city here, but 
ſeek one to come; and the holy fire kindled on two mi- 
niſters there: but the ſucceeding meeting of diſcipline was 
poor and barren. I had no liberty there. Things ſeem to 
be going retrograde, and the brethren to be fallen aſleep: 
Lord, rouſe them. | 
19. A day of diſtreſs in a righteous view of the deplorable 
ſtate of the world, and particularly of the medical world, and 
of the church. - Bleſſed be the Lord, I have ſome hope of a 
better country. 

21. Saw the expediency of diſpatching temporal buſineſs 
as much as poſſible on the evening preceding the typical ſab- 
bath, in order to enjoy as much abſtraction from the world 
on the enſuing day as poſſible. 

22. The meetings moſtly ſilent, fave for a ſiſter, a watch- 
woman, neither blind nor dumb, to whom God gave cou- 
rage to reprove the ſleepers, and me to ſpeak to an individual 
after concluſion. 

23. In the courſe of the viſit, much work by reaſon of 
great indeyotion, carnality, ſtupidity, and eſtrangedneſs, from 
e common- wealth of the ſpiritual Iſrael. „ 

24. At a ſilent meeting, the weight of the engagement of 
an elder was felt, with prayer for ſtrength to accompliſh it. 

Attempted to get iel in the overſeerſhip in vain. 

25. Come, let us pray the Lord of the vineyard to look 
down upon its deſolations, leſt it periſh, 

26. Proceeded on the viſit with very little apparent effect. 

27. Weaning from the world is the work now impending; 
and as in nature the weaning time is painful, ſo in grace. 

Bleſſed be the Lord for my littleneſs : grandeur, avaunt ! 
Thou art the deſtruction of ſoul and body. 


Trikd 
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Trixp Moxrn, 1767. 


x. Sixty-eight and t years are now paſt, 

More 3 in eating and drinking, leſt the tèm- 
ple be defiled. 6 

In the evening a religious viſit in concert; 

3- A happy providence diſpoſed me to an acquieſcence in 
the divine ſuperintendency, with regard to my affliction, on 
account of the ſtate of the church, even to truſt in him, of 
whom it is faid, Pſalm xcvii. 2. Clouds and darkneſs are 
round about him.“ | $4 

6. A ſweet attraction yeſterday from the earth, and all its 
concerns, which was renewed in my filent attendance at 
wiſdom's gate, at our meeting to day, with an appoſite illu- 
mination in theſe words: „We have no continuing city 
here; no ſabbath, but a ſucceſſion of endleſs viciſſitudes. 
Reſolved to love the world no more. So help, Lord ! The 
meeting concluded with a ſweet prayet. yl 

7. An attempt of a ſpiritual viſit to an old ſcoffet; with a 
light, but not total repulſe. | | 

8. A ſecret whiſper to this purpoſe : enough of corporeal 
medicines : ſurely it is high time to think of the ſpititual. 

An admonition in concert to a tardy brother. 

This day at the morning meeting, a clear viſion of the 
high importance of the elderſhip and ſpiritual particular 
vifits, thus: | 

Firlt. It reaches individuals, whereas preaching is partly 
| loſt in generals. . 

Second. It enters into divers minute particular matters, 
which a publick miniſtry cannot reach. If rightly exerciſed, 
it is an excellent help to the miniſtry, even in applying the 
doctrines delivered to individuals. - 

9. A humble hope that nature this day gave way to grace. 
10. Irreptoachable to men, but accountable to God, in 
late coming to meeting. 3 | 

12, The quarterly review of wy diſeaſes being now 
finiſhed, it is highly ſeaſonable to lift up the eye a little 
higher, even to the epidemical diſeaſes of the ſouls of men, 
viz. Forgetfulneſs of God in time of proſperity, hardneſs of 
heart, curioſity in other men's matters, with negle& of the 
concerns of our own ſouls, great lukewarmneſs, and a rapid 
career into practical atheiſm, after a long courſe of unbelief 

in 
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in Chriſt as our Lord and law-giver, our our "= 
ator, interceſſor, and our propitiatory ſacrifice, as well as our 
light and comforter. 

13. Ran off and got early to meeting, which was ſilent, 
but ſweet, though with a ſenſe of my own inſufficiency, and 
the neceſſity of a ſuperior power to draw off from the natural 
attachment to this world. | 

17. O the importance of a faithful preſbytery | but, Lord, 
they are aſleep. O Lord, who didſt raiſe the dead for thy 
2 glory's ſake, awaken ſome of theſe, and inſpire for thy 

þ- | 


ice. 

A weight of church-buſineſs laid on my ſhoulders, and 
God favoured: and ſome fruits of our-labours in exciting the 
idle to diligence appeared. ; 

21. O the vaſt extent of that p Thou ſhalt love 

neighbour as thyſelf.” os I yet fall ſhort of it ; God 
all grace and love, ſupply my defeQs. 

22. A ſilent meeting, but the fire was on the altar. 

A little too late at meeting: multitudes ſhamefully fo. 
Soul, awake. 
Weary of the world, and of the church in its preſent Nate. 

23. Review of my Hiſtory of Weather and Diſeaſes, in 
which I thought were ſome truths of 2 

24. This Lent took a hint from the Papiſts, and devoted 
an hour to faſting, recollection, and prayer, on account of 
the preſent mournful ſtate of our Sion. 

O the weight of the work of an elder, its vaſt extent and 
importance ! See, nothing now in a manger ſtands between 
us and utter deſolation, but the hedge of diſcipline : Lord, 
animate the form. | | 

A troubleſome correſpondence on a juſt apprehenſion of a 
great detention of property : ſuch are the appendages of 
earthly treaſures ; but the heavenly are liable to no ſuch de- 
predations. | | Get 

25. Spoke as an elder at a meeting of conference, but was 
well informed of the voice being quite too low in a wide 
houſe ; and fo the end in a great meaſure fruſtrated. 

26. Here is certainly a harveſt, a large body of youth at- 
tending, but the deſert the work: Lord, raiſe up 
more labourers. I will not yet deſpair: for amidſt all diſ- 
couragements ſome little glummering of hope appeared. a 

27. My watch-word was: * May my fruitfulneſs bear 
ſome proportion to all the dew and rain, through the un- 
merited bounty of God, beſtowed.” 

Y | 29. Nature 
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though TI muſt not reſt here, but ſtill preſs forwar 
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29. Nature gave way to grace in divers ſpiritual labours. 

30. Feaſted a little beyond the holy limits. | 

31. An oblique oppoſition to the youth's meeting, grievous 
to me, as it came from an otherwiſe beloved brother. 


Fouxrn MonTe, 1967, 


\ x, Opened my monthly retreat. Fo 

Sixty-eight and r years are paſt, The grand point ſeems 

to be looſening from the world, and every thing goodly and 

ſpecious in nature. - | 
The Maraſmus fenilis* comes on. | 

2. Deſerted by a brother in the holding the youth's meet- 

ing: I think he is greatly miſtaken : let the event be marked, 


if the Lord will; to whom I ſubmit my cauſe, having diſ- 


charged my conſcience. 


I thought I had ſurely ſeveral marks of the King's favour, 

I and not 
be weary in well-doing. Surely God hath enlightened thee 
in the proper duties of an elder : go on in the diligent exer- 


"ciſe thereof: the end of the race ſeems to be near: it is 


ſomewhat admirable it has been fo long protracted : the Lord 
knoweth what is beſt. Amen. 

3. Held our monthly conference, from which appeared the 
tranſcendently ſuperior diligence of my brother, and ſo no 
wonder he improves more in the ſpiritual graces than I, 
who, as infirm, and inevitably engaged in the concerns of 
flcſh and blood, cannot be fo active in fpirituals. He indeed 


- prompts me to ſuperior ardour ; but, I fay, Let not the 
* ſhoemaker go beyond his laſt.” However, may I be a ſtone 


to be trodden upon, rather. than be excluded from a place in 
the heavenly building. | 

4. O Lord, raiſe up more labourers in a faithful preſbytery, 
in thy vineyard ; and confound, yet preſerve and rectify, thoſe 
many falſe brethren, who neither pray this prayer, nor act 
according to the ſpirit of it, but by withdrawing their own 
ſhoulders, and calling out for foreign aid, neglect the gift 
that lies dormant -in themſelves, and unmercifully, and from 


a a ſpirit oppoſite to that of brotherly-kindneſs as ſpiritual help- 


meets, throw the load on miniſters, who have work enough 


otherwiſe, and in a diſtinct ſphere. - 


N Emaciating old age. 
h 5. A 
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6. A good winter campaign, bleſſed be the Lord, who 
has enabled me to finiſh a ſecond fair tranſcript of certain 
labours in nature of fifty years. N 

I return now, Lord, with thy permiſſion to digeſt the la- 
bours of my youth in another branch: but, Lord, lift up my 
heart to higher and better objects in a holy preference of 
the heavenly to the earthly, affiſt and proſper my feeble en- 
deavours in the preſbytery, and ſtrengthen the hearts and 
hands of my new aſſociates in this important work, and raiſe 
up others. 

This day was held a ſixth ſilent meeting, and yet to me it 
was animated in ſome degree, bleſſed be the Lord! 

Lord, take not away the hedge with which thou haſt fenced 
us, but give wiſdom to preſerve it. 

6. Viſited two ſpiritual patients or delinquents, in a ſocial 
capacity. , 

IO, Land, turn the heart of my brother, who is forſaking 
me in the day of battle : fruſtrate the devices of the power of 
darkne's to divide and weaken us; and grant we may ſtill 
continue to be a help to each other. 

A ſilent meeting, but attended with the following ſweet 
Illuminations. | | 

Firſt. The firſt and better half of my life was a dream, 
even a life of unbelief and idolatry, in preferring nature to 
grace, and a vain fancy of virtue and vice being their own 
recompence, even in this life, excluſive of the croſs to be 
borne, and of the exerciſes and troubles entailed on every 
| honeſt diſciple, as preliminaries to the crown. | 
Second. That this life is aſſuredly a ſtate of baniſhment. 

Third. A grateful ſenſe of a happy converſion in the latter 
part of my life : I cannot praiſe God enough for it. 

12. Was encouraged in the afternoon meeting by ſome 
viſible fruits of our labours in the preſbytery. 

14. God bleſſed my temporals, whilſt 7 was ſmartly en- 
gaged in the above religious viſit. 

iſcharged my — but in a ſocial capacity, in 
bringing forward two play-haunters to the cognizance of the 
meeting : but, O how feeble a concurrence there : let us call 
for the mourning women. | 

15. Impatient on croſs calls. | 

18. A hint to travellers : on a church expedition, after a 
ſmall doſe of punch, and the agitation of the carriage, was, 
not fuddled, but leſs clear in the upper region, ſo far, that 
it obſcured. the excrciſe of my talent in the religious viſit 
which followed : my brother, however, ſupplied my 

. Y 2 


death and judgment 
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and the fumes ef indigeſtion. vaniſhing, I-ſeconded him. A 
bodily, gentle affliction ſucceeded ; a chaſtiſement too gentle 
for me. 


19. 'Proceeded with vigilance in our. viſit : my brother out- 


one me in chis ſervice : my heart was endeared. to him, and 


I ra for his . 
ee 77g ene lukewarmneſs, careleſſneſs, and 
worldly diſtractions, here ſeemed to be ſome degree of acceſs, 
= TR __ in this _ -- m q 
In theſe travels we met with a tender fa propoſal - 
for holding little meetings (in a ſituation — the 
blick meeting) among the children and others, which was 
— | it not die away, or vaniſh as the morning 


dew. 
5 Diſcharged my conſcience in relation to the mourning 
Its. 5 8.9 #7255 Ce 


Firrn MonTH, 1767. 


Opens monthly retreat and-conference. More meekneſt 
and more heavenly-mindedneſs is yet wanting. 


This day, for want of a timely forecaſt, and of a greater 


degree of the heavenly fire, I robbed God of near half an 
hour. My brother exceeds me much in this reſpect. We 
are neither of us without ſpots, and particularly that of quick- 


neſs to anger; we truſt, however, that this is not a ſin unto 
death, but that we have an advocate with the Father. 

My brother remarks, that ſome of the meaner miniſters 
have more ſeals to their miniſtry than ſome of the more 
ſpecious. 

Saw, clearly my 8 and that I cannot ſee 

o near as undoubtedly they are, without 
the help of a better remembrancer. 22 

3. A ſilent afternoon meeting, though national: God is 
making from all human dependencies. It was no diſappoint- 
ment to me, who had bread in my own houſe, and wanted 
not for a prayer for more meekneſs, and more heavenly- 
mindedneſs. | 1 1 

5. The meeting for worſhip a long time filent, though 


attended by three foreign miniſters ; and what was offered 


was to a worldly, carnal-minded people, though a conſiderable 
part of the congregation conſiſted of elders. 


Had a ftrong'oecaſion for caution in drinking wine pre- 
vious to the diſcipline meeting, and ſaw the neceſhty of either 
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. or with great fear and 
trembling. 

6. Notwithſtanding the above obſervation, the miniſtry 
ſtill abides faithful, not tickling the ear with fine words, but 
dealing forth admonition and reproof where due. 

10. My love of the brethren increaſes, bleſſed be the 
Lord, being firmly perſuaded that here is a faithful few. 

Great and uſeful diſcoveries in nature, whilſt the holy pre- 
ference of the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt is held up to my 
view and purſuit: fo give to purſue it, good Lord, and pre- 
ſerve from every idol, thou who art a jealous God. 

It. The botanick walk was revived on principle, though 
an utter indolence prevails among thoſe whom it moſt con- 
cerns. 

19. Abſtained from fleſh on medical principles, which 
was ſucceeded by a cheerful dream, and a ſpiritual ſong in 
the morning: hence I learnt the advantage of partial faſting. 

22. At a ſilent meeting, a clear viſion, on a retroſpection 
of the latter and better part of my life, of my ſpiritual po- 
verty, extreme tardineſs, and ſnail-like progreſs, and my 

t penury in the Chriſtian. graces and fruits of the Spirit. 
Surely, I will never be proud any more. 

24. The “Vanity of vanities,” of Solomon—and “ Love 
not the world, of ſweetly impreſſed. 

Saw the juſtice of God in withholding the clouds from a 
fruitleſs vineyard; for ſurely, in general, things wax worſe 
and worſe, and we ſeem plainly to have merited the _ 
lation of © Sandy builders.” Lord, awaken my poor ſoul to 
the oppoſite ſtate, and ſo to fight, as not beating the air; ſo 
to run, as to obtain. 

25. It continues a mournful reflexion (and verily mourn- 
ing 18 our portion) that God is remarkably ſmiting our ſhep- 
herds, and what will become of the ſheep he only knoweth ? 
Let him be thy on this occaſion. | 

26. A laborious diſcipline meeting, and a degree of faith- 
fulneſs there, whilſt ſeveral that a to be pillars, ran off. 
God gave patience, and even joy in ſuffering for his cauſe, 

29. Be no longer abſorbed in ſtudies, which centre in the 
mere body. | | 
Some illuminations from the accoutrements and exerciſes 
of the ſewiſh Prieſts and Levites, particularly their bearing 
with them on their breaſts the names of the ſeveral tribes, 
their bearing the inquities of the people in their holy things, 
and the Levites carrying the ark of the teſtimony on their 
ſhoulders, analogous, in ſome ſort, to the labours 2 _> 

Y 3 elders 
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_— the exerciſe of the holy diſcipline in the Chriſtian / 
urch. | 

30. Humbled down to the earth on reading that obſer- 
vation of a ſpiritual author: Few, very few, keep the two 
capital commandments of God perſectly, viz. To love God 
with all the heart, and one's neighbour as himſelf.” 

I will fay of myſelf, that | do not keep theſe command- 
ments perfetly—Shall I not therefore henceforward caſt off 
all pride and felf-conceit, and look unto: Jeſus, that he may 
clothe me with his righteouſneſs? Unto him, who is called 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs, and who came to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs, | 

31. Qur diſtinguiſhing badge is the renunciation of ſuper- 
fluities of all kinds, with reſpect to either profit or pleaſure : 
and at a filent meeting a ſweet illumination of the glory, 
beauty, and pleaſure of the liberty we profeſs to aſpire unto, 
even to be freed from all inordinate attachments to the plea- 
ſures, profits, and the vain honours of this world ; a liberty 
of promoting truth upon earth, by being freed from incum- 
brances. 4 | 

Now, in the courſe of my' reading, I find ſeveral, not 
within our pale, but of another fold, afferting and maintain- 
ing this grand poſition common to us and them, viz. That 
God is to be loved with the whole heart, and that neither 
profit, honour, nor pleaſure are to be purſued, but from 
neceſſity, and for the good of our neighbour. - | 

This day was held the e ghth ſilent meeting ſucceſſively. 
J was heavy and fleepy there, but the fire was not out. 


S1xTH MoNTH, 1767. 


1. A botanick walk on principle, but miſerably attended: 
our medical as well as eccleſiaſtical ſtate is ſick. | 

2, Monthly retreat. Hin! 

Sixty-eight 5 years are now paſt, and the judge is at the 
door: what lack I ? 

Anſw. I cannot name one of the Chriſtian graces and 
ſruits of the Spirit, v. g. Love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 
' temperance, knowledge, &c. in which I am not deficient : 
Lord, increaſe my little ſtore. 5 

The ninth ſilent meeting; and though ſleepineſs attacked 
again, the fire was not out: however, the clouds are with- 
drawing, and the hedge is not kept in that good repair that 
it ought to be. Lord, look down, and have mercy; has 

era ne 
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alone art my refuge: preſerve, and give not to keep as do 
3 5 according to a lively hint lately given in a provincial . 
epiſtle. 
5. Held our monthly conference : my brother is in labours 
= more abundant than I, and 7 8 too. I am 

il groveling in nature, though I hope to God's gl but 
be 1 bia. ſphere. . * r 

Prejudices laid aſide, ſome of the inſtitutions of his ſociety 
are truly amiable, particular'y their early riſing, their open 
ſpiritual conferences one with another on the ſubject of the 

te of their fouls in ſolid experience, tending to humble, 
correct, and animate, -according to the apoſtle James, v. 16. 
« Confeſs your faults to one another, and pray for one 
another. | | 
The tenth ſilent meeting. 

What if we, who haye . ſignally favoured by repeated 
viſitations, and haye avowed making covenant with God, 
and a renunciation of the world, ſhould at laſt become 
worldly (as we certainly are, unleſs our ſeers have been 
blind) and as ſuch be forſaken of God, and left deſolate ? 
Truly this would be no more than befell our ſiſter Laodicea. 
Righteous are thy ways, O God, | 

7. he eleventh filent meeting. | 

A conference jn relation to ſomę practical atheiſts who 
entirely forſake the publick meetings for voy 

8. God ſtrengthened in good degree to give the preference 
of grace to nature to-day. . 

9. I believe ſome late labours in the preſbytery have not 
been fruitleſs. 

11. A continued ſtagnation of buſineſs among our manu- 
facturers from the probability of a want of demand from 

America: to this add the expulſion of the Jeſyits, not from 
one, but even moſt ſtates of Europe ; and among ourſelves 
the practical atheiſm of divers, and the prevailing lukewarm- 
neſs of others, notwithſtanding repeated remonſtrances, and 
conſider whether God is not arifing to ſhake terribly the 
earth, | 

In Gill's comment on Exodus, a marvellous evidence 

of the divine preſcience, and of the gift of prophecy in Moſes 
and Jacob, tranſcending all human foreſight, in the ſettle- 
ments of the ſeveral tribes in the land of Canaan, 

13. A ſpiritual viſit to one, in whom a moſt deplorable 


ſtupidity appeared. , | 
14. More faſting is wanted, for the health of body and 
ſoul, and for the ſins of our people. 
| Y 4 Both 
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. Both meetings filent, but luminous; waſhing, preparing 
55 for judgment, and improving in the Chriſtian graces — 
nally enforced. Pp 
17. At the quarterly youth's meeting diſcharged my con- 
feience. Behold, thou art openly enliſted. Lord, preſerve. 
18. A botanick walk and feaſt rather beyond ſtrict bounds, 
though well deſigned, even to preſerve the knowledge of 
ts ö i 


19. Bleſſed be the Lord, on a review of our late feeble 

+ efforts in the church way, the ſentence is not yet gone, 

Let Ephraim alone.” e have indeed been ſtrongly 

"threatened, but are not wholly abandoned. What ſhall we 

do but turn about to the hand that has ſtricken us, and kiſs 

the rod. And who knoweth but ſome little ones ſhall be- 
come as David? Amen, ſweet Lord. ' 

21. An open meeting both morning and afternoon, and 
truth in its ſolidity declared. A hint of a freſh appearance in 
the miniſtry in the prophetick ſtile : mark the iſſue. | 
22. A wonderful hiſtory of the triumphant. death of a 
ſiſter, though not of our old, who manifeſted by faith a 
conſpicuous foretaſte of heaven. 5 

29 In a certain correſpondence I am almoſt left alone. 
My brother is in the briars, and ſleepineſs hath Jaid hold of 
him: Lord, awaken him, as thou haſt me, left we all fall 

Fe ww Ag ſpiritual lethargy, which is overſpreading the 
e. 3 | 

A laborious diſcipline meeting, wherein, amidſt ſome 
matters of LE ſcandal, ſome grounds of encouragement in 
treating with delinquents appear, — 
235 to 29. At a quarterly meeting, according to my vow. 
Here God favoured with a faithful clear miniſtry, The 

_ - preaching was moſtly of the hewing kind, with regard to 

ormality in worſhip, and earthly-mindedneſs. | 
The meeting of miniſters and elders was extraordinarily 
luminous; (O the difference between this and our mixed 
congregation at home ] even as live coals kindling one ano- 
ther, nine preachers, fifteen ſpeakers, and two prayers in 
one meeting, among whom was a righteous concurrence in 

— the doleful ſymphony proper to theſe times. 


— 


SEVENTH 
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1 Monthly retreat. J | 
Sixty-cight and , years are now paſt : how much more 
remains, thou, Lord, only knoweſt: O, prepare for the 
awful hour] Cleanſe from every impurity of fleſh and ſpirit. 
Give an increaſe of love to thee, and to my neighbour. + 

2. Held our monthly conference: my b deſpiſeth 
bhimſelf more than a year ago; notwithſtanding, ſome rap- 
tures. We ſympathize with each other with reſpe&t unto 
a certain thorn in the fleſh, even a moroſeneſs in temper not 
e ſubdued, notwithſtanding all the helps we have 
received. 

A revival of Chriſtian diſcipline in a neighbouring county 
and attended with ſome real Pits | N i 
Humbled under a ſenſe of ſome hypocriſy, in having been 
more in words than in life. "IF 

5. A prophetick declaration at meeting, that, amidſt the 
prevailing ſpread bf carnal liberty, a cloud of true witneſſes 
will be raiſed up. Amen. | | | 
6. Forty-three years have I reſided here, and yet in reality 
do ſcarcely believe myſelf to be old, and in a migrating 
way : Lord, ſend forth thy light and thy truth. 

12. Read of Baal's prieſts cutting themſelves with knives 
and lancets, in 1 Kings xviii. which furniſhed the following 
reflexions, partly as old as Eraſmus, and ſurely very juſt : 
viz. The true Chriſtian, notwithſtanding his troubles, is a 
greater Epicure than the wicked man. This laſt takes more 
ins to work out his damnation, than the other does for 
is ſalvation. Witneſs the diabolical vigils of the drunkard, 
the labours, toils, and diſtreſſes of the covetous, whether of 
money or of ſcience; for mere oftentation : O what anxious 
ſtudies are undergone! And let the time ſpent on the ob- 
jects of the purſuit of the firſt be compared to thoſe relating 
to everlaſting ſalvation, and it will be found to bear but a 
ſmall proportion. Surely, © the world is mad, and none but 
the ſincere Chriſtian in 2 ſenſes. | 

The meeting dull and low, and in me attended with 
fatulence, until the London . epiſtle was read, affording 
encourãgement in the exerciſe of Chriſtian diſcipline, in re- 


gard to ptcies, plays, and ſports, 


14. Sur- 
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14. Surfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life, 
were preſented to my view, when I appeared pretty clear of 
the two laſt, but not of the firſt: Lord, purge thoroughly. 

Took up the croſs upon my ſhoulders. | 

16. A quiet, ſolitary walk to a village, in a; ſweet and 
r commemoration of the day of my eſpouſals to my 

d there, being about thirteen years ago; and took a ſum- 

mary view of my laborious life, and hoped that the laſt days 
were the teſt, | Ot 

17. Meeting filent, and extremely heavy and dull. How- 
ever, God gave courage to proceed in concert in a religious 
viſit to the country, which proved a viſit to the dead and 
half-dead z among whom, one went away from us. The 
caſe ſeemed to be utter lukewarmneſs and indeiotion, I 
eſteemed it a ſpecial favour and bounty of God to me, 
who have been an old idolater, to have been placed among 
my betters, who abundantly ſupplied my defects in this 
ſervice. | 

22. One country meeting annexed to Dublin is gone, a 
ſecond is going without a miracle, and a third threatens alſo 
a diſlolution : death commonly begins at the extremities :; 
Lord, thou knoweſt what will become of the head: Lord, 
preſerve a faithful few in thy favour, and, if it be thy will, 
raiſe up more; thy ways are ways of wonder. | TEA 

An eminent faint declared, in my hearing, whilſt we were 
opening the ſtate of ſouls to each other, that he had been no 
leſs than thirty years fighting with unrighteous anger in his 
own boſom. | oy | 

23, Well: the clouds, the outward miniſtry, are in a 
grow meaſure withdrawn; and now impends the trial of the 
pirits of many, for determining who ad eres to the King 
inviſible, Chriſt Jeſus, the perpetual preſident of the aſſem- 


| 


blies of the ſaints, and who not. 7 
25. A converſation with a wonderful man, a Chriſtian 
hero,” as I hope, who has eſtabliſhed ſeveral, focieties in the 
practice of ſpiritual conferences, even in ſuch parts of this 
kingdom, as ſeem to have been the greateſt aliens to Chriſt. 
26. Humbled at meeting, and a dejection of ſpirits from 
flatulence and indigeſtion, from ſome degree, as I thought, 
of the ſpirit of gluttony; yet the holy fire was not extin- 
guiſhed, bleſſed. be the Lord! | 
29, Rummaged the cloſet for divers epiſtles, pamphlets, 
and exhortations, printed for our ſpiritual benefit, but lying 
dormant 


+ 
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| dormant and uſeleſs, purpoſing to bring them forth as hea- 
venly treaſures. PIR; 
31. My natural affairs ſeem to proſper better, notwith- 
\ ſtanding that the ſpiritual of late have had the aſcendancy, 
and that maxim of © Godlineſs having the promiſe of this 
life, and of that to come, was confirmed: as alſo that 
ſaying of the wiſe man, Prov. iii.“ Fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil: it ſhall be health to thy navel, and mar- 
yep thy bones.” eee a | —— 
new piece of ſpiritual chymiſtry, even to 
on obſerving the faults of others. * MT 


Eicurꝝ MonTH, 1767. 


1. A heart - ſearching time. ‚ 
Sixty-eight and 7; years are paſt: Lord, cleanſe from 

every alloy of impurity of fleſh and ſpirit. Preſerve and 
deliver not only from acts of drunkenneſs, gluttony, and am- 
bition, but from the very ſpirit of thoſe vices, even the 
living to eat and to drink, and to know; and ſo from eating, 
drinking, and ſtudying for any other end, but the glory of 
o_ and the real benefit of my neighbour, as well as of 
myſelf, 


Memento, memento mori: but O my ſtupidity, whilſt the 
organs begin to fail, even the ears, the eyes; and the grind- 
ers of the mill, and the fleſh tha ! Awake, 
awake, O my ſoul. Death and jucgment are at thy door, 


Lord, ſearch and cleanſe. | 
2. Two foreigners ſhewed unto Iſrael his fin, feeding 


with wholeſome 4 e. bitter) food; and at the diſcipline 
meeting our nakedneſs was expoſed in two important reſpects. 
Firſt, The neglect of the meeting for worlhip previous to 
the other. 
Second. The neighbouring meetings, branches of ours, 
very often ſending no repreſentatives, nor apology for this. 


omiſſion, | 
8. A bleſſed day in the holding our monthly conference: 


we travel on and labour, and fight and hope. 

I bleſs thee, Lord, and magnify thy ſuperlative goodneſs 
to me, in thus placing me in an awakening view of the ſu- 
perior ardour of others. | 

11. A group of paupers beyond my fund of patience, 
which I deplored at meeting, where was a dolorous ſound, 
and ſtruggle with the lukewarm. _ 0 

2 12. 


— 
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12. O my ſtubborn will | Not yet paſſive enough to ſome 
events, nor can I yet repeat with fincerity that portion of 
the prayer, „Thy will be done on earth,” but the voice of 
murmur is yet heard: Lord, ariſe and ſilence it. | 

14. A ſilent meeting with two ſtrangers ; and what then? 
It is good to know how to want, and how to abound, and 
to learn that the worſhip of God conſiſteth not, eſſentially, 
either in ſpeaking or in hearing; for neither the ſayers of 
the word, nor the hearers of it, are juſtified, but the doers, 
now and for evermore. 

16. The afternoon meeting miſerably neglected. I really 
think that they do not believe in the inward teacher, every 
outward one being this day removed. | 

In the filent meeting, attacked with fleepineſs, but not 
Neep z and a cloud hung on the miniſtry, diſperſed, however, 
by and by, and the ſum of the declaration was to direct to 
the inward teacher, | 

18. 1 bow and worſhip thy wonderful goodneſs to. me, 
Lord, even in thy countleſs providences to me all my life 
long, in pitying the weakneſſes and fins of my youth and 
manhood, and in now ſweetening my old age, giving vigour 
of body and mind, with the happy opportunity. of a proper 
review and diſpoſal of the labours of my youth; but, above 
all, with faith in Chriſt Jeſus, in all his manifeſtations and 
offices, and with the precious books I have been plentifully 
ſupplied with for my ſpiritual improvement. o ſo fa- 
voured? May I walk more worthily! | 
A filent meeting, and not unprofitable. No miniſter but 
Chriſt Jeſus, now deſpiſed, as in the days of his fleſh. 

- A laborious diſcipline meeting, wherein truth and its teſ- 
timony prevailed againſt unmorality. 
18509. Preſented the meeting with a liſt of ſpiritual books 
buried in the cloſet, in order that they might be brought 
forth and ſcattered for uſe. 5 
A feaſt, rather beyond the holy bounds. Our entertain- 
ments carry a ſting in their tail, 
20. Read a portion of Kempis, and was favoured with a 
clear viſion of many juſt ſubjects of mourning over our 
* preſent ſtate, and tending to wean from the world, viz. 

Firſt. The low eſtate of the elders, and the miniſtry al- 
_ moſt withdrawn; and thoſe who ſhould be teachers are 
themſelves children. 

Second. The low eſtate of an important branch of m 
natural profeſſion, wholly neglected by thoſe whom it mo 
concerns. | | 

| Third. 
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Third. The prevailing uſe of ſpirituous liquors to the 
bane of the body and ſoul. 1 1 de 

Fourth. The tranſitorineſs of all things here daily open to 
my view, and my own haſtening diſſolution and call to judg- 
ment. 

Fifth. The puniſhment of everlaſting fire denounced, not 
only againſt the openly profane, but. the ſober ſinners in 
Sion, and the lukewarm to be ſpewed out of the mouth of 
the Holy One. | 

Sixth. The vaſt multitude that is running on in the 
broad way that leadeth to deſtruction. | 

Seventh. Unbelief the ſource of all this, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrength of the evidences of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and the works of grace exhibited in our day. 2 he 

A croſs call with murmur, undoubtedly a fin. ws 

21. God ſtrengthened me to make ſome ſteps in the nar 
row way, under conſiderable diſcouragements. | 

A dreadful glimpſe of the curſe impending on the barren - 
ground that has been often watered. | 

23. Both meetings filent, but animated in a ſweet at- 
traction to higher degrees of purity and love. 

Lord, thou haſt ſignally ſmitten, and now ſcattered even 
all our miniſters; have mercy upon the ſheep, if it be 
will, Lift up our hearts to thee the Shepherd of Iſrael ; 
and animate us in the lower ſtation to come up in a faithful 
diſcharge of the important duties incumbent on us. 

A daily ſenſe of the neceſſity of foreign aid to make hea- 
venly-minded, feeling a perpetual dragging down to the 
concerns 'of fleſh and blood, worms meat, and deſtined to 
be ſo by God's irreverſible decree. | 

24. Lord, inſpire with that ſupreme love to thee, and 
next to my neighbour, which is the fulfilling of law and 
goſpel. On the wanary + view the ſtate of the world, where 
(as our Penn ſays) Religion as well as civility is de- 
generated into ceremony, even in the ſeveral duties of the 

Feſt and ſecond table: as to the firſt, inſtead of the real love 
of God, and fear to offend him, are ſubſtituted ſaying of 
prayers, lip-labour, fruitleſs ſpeaking and hearing : and as to 
the ſecond, the love of one's neighbour {the fundamental of 
all the duties we owe him, which are not a few, and from 
- which true good manners, and a complaiſance truly Chriſtian 
proceed) inſtead of this, the image of the thing is ſub- 
ſtituted : © your humble ſervant,” ſays one to another (and 
ſuch as indeed every ſincere Chriſtian is to his neighbour) 

| but 
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but he does not mean the thing, nor do the work. Is not 
this a criminal hypocriſy to be deprecated ? 
26. My ſmall fund of patience was exhauſted in a group 
of paupers, fruſtrating my intended retirement to the coun- 
a | likened to them, however, though with reluctance. 
Ten patients, and not a penny. | 
30. At meeting a ſweet appearance in a member of low 
degree, appoſite to our forlorn ſtate : alſo, after worſhip 
was ended, diſcharged my conſcience of a load. 


Nixru MonTH, 1767. 


1. The 2 miſerably attended, even worſe and worſe, 
notwithſtanding all remonſtrances. . 0 
Saw my own defects, and ſaid, I will never be proud any 


1 % 


more. 

4. A reſtleſs night from luxury and indigeſtion; a juſt 
puniſhment. , 

We held our monthly conference, in company with an 
alien, hoping it might be to his edification, as we did evi- 
dently ſympathize one with another in our infirmities, and 
ſome alloys of fin, which we deplore. My brother's degree 
of affurance is greater than mine. We hope we are cavelling 
to the better country. N = 

5. A feaſt, and not a word of Chriſt there. 

6. Hot in the night from ſome degree of luxury, thou 
in what is called a plain dinner. Lord, mult I go out of the 
world to avoid temptation? Saw in the clear viſion, that 
our tables are become a ſnare to us: what then is to be ſaid 
of kickſhaws, ahd the feaſts of Heliogabalus, and all of his 
ſpirit ? Methinks the righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved. Lord, 

do not eat and drink to thy glory enough, nor even for 

the health of my body, thy temple. O God, in the name 
- of thy beloved Son, I beſeech thee, pardon this fin, give 
thy holy fear, and let every thing be done with a view to 
thy glory. WD \ 

A cloud of darkneſs and ſleepineſs over the ſecond meet- 
ing : God gave courage to teſtify againſt it at the cloſe of 
the meeting. | 

A falſe, unrighteous tenderneſs to individuals, in pre- 
ference to the publick : Lord, ſupport, and grant that this 
ſpirit may be overcome and put to flight, 


11. Above 
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t1. Above half of the people are aſleep, and I myſelf feel 
the contagion : Lord, rouſe. Soul awake. The bridegroom 
cometh, 8 . | 

God gave grace to prefer Jeruſalem to worldly pelt. 

14. Every worldling is blind,” and, for that cauſe only, 
can ſee no beauty in the holy, diſcipline eftabliſhed : on this 
occaſion, a text in Philippians, viz. it. 1. was brought into 
my mind, and reading on to verſe 21. found this to be a 
true portraiture of the worldling in every age, viz. „All 
ſeek their own, and not the things which are Jeſus Chriſt's.” 
And the reverſe of this to be a true deſcription of the goſpel 
ſpirit, in verſe 4. viz. „Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man alſo on the things of others. 

16. God opened my eye to ſee a beauty in the holy diſ- 
cipline, whilſt the eyes of ſeveral of my contemporaries, are 
quite cloſed in this reſpect. 

20. It . is plain that worldly embarraſſments are the real 
drawback to many from coming up in an holy activity: fo 
then the interior watch-word of the day was, « Love not 
the world.“ | | 

An exerciſe with practical atheiſts, i. e. deſerters of pub- 

lick worſhip, brought to a proper reſult. | 
N. B. The youth here have no ſuch opportunities of pri- 
vate religious meetings in families, which were frequent 
with us both in the North and Weſt of England. If then a 
' ſucceeding generation be raiſed, it muſt be by miraculous 
means. | 

23. A ſpiritual viſit, in concert, to two tardy brethren. 

25. Two church viſits to the tardy. 

27. Thou muſt not only pray, but watch, and double the 
guard, particularly on proſpects of impatience on croſs 
events, & even the ſin which eaſily beſets. 

Behold and adore the difplays of divine wiſdom and pre- 
ſcience abundantly interſperſed in the Holy Scriptures, in- 
finitely tranſcending our medical prognoſtications, and the 
views of the moſt cunning- politicians. Surely here grace 
eminently triumphs over nature. | 

God opened mine eyes to ſee a beauty in exerciſing my. 
calling for love, ſuperior by far to that of exerciſing it for 
money: yet patience ſometimes fails: O thou long- ſuffering 
God, ſupply this defect. 

30. A ſpiritual viſit, in concert, to ſeven tardy brethren. 


TexTtTH 
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TexnTa MowTH, 1767. 


2. Held our monthly conference : we fight, and are ſome- 
times wounded, but not killed : my brother is in labour far 
more abundant than I, pretty much among young converts, 
I among children, and lukewarm formal profeſſors. 

6. If « I forget Jeruſalem, if I prefer her not to my chief 
joy,” &c. was the watch-word of the day, even at our ſilent 


meeting. 

It ſeemed highly expedient in our ſpiritual church exerciſe, 
that the few ſeniors ſhould yoke ſome of the juniors, and 
teach and bring them on in the ſervice : the prudent of this 
world do this, and ſhall the children of light be always fools ? 
God, avert. 

11. A luminous meeting.” Firſt, In a grateful ſenſe of 
ſome degree of progreſs in the work of an elder and viſiter. 

In being bounded in my natural purſuits. Third, 
In a ſweet goſpel ſound from a miniſter : moreover, God 
gave qt to open the matin with a chapter. 
_.. Holy vigilance and circumſpection, leſt the earth and its 
Concerns d prevail over heaven, was God's counſel and 
injunction to me. 6 8 

14. One of our few 8 left, fed the people with 

- wholeſome food, though bitter: no flattery, no peace to 
" formaliſts, but a faithful alarm of the danger. 
156. Was led on to a new exerciſe, viz. A propoſal to 

collet flowers from the Holy Scriptures every morning, 
even as a holy ſtratagem, whereby to counteract the ſpirit of 
worldly covetouſneſs. | 

18. At a ſilent meeting: bleſſed the Lord that the holy 
ſtruggle within is maintained, and for the hope that heaven is 
beginning to gain the aſcendant over earth, ; 

A preſſure towards the humility and meekneſs of Chriſt 
our pattern, and the heavenly. wiſdom which is pure, peace- 
_ gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 

ts. 


19. Proceeded in culling ſpiritual flowers as above: elſe 
a poor barren day in ſpirituals. 
20. In ſilence at meeting: a ſweet hope that ſome late 
labours in the preſbytery have aſſuredly not been fruitleſs. 
23. A deficiency in point of meekneſs on two croſs calls. 
Lord, ſupply this defect, Thou who faidſt, © I am meek,” &c. 
. 3 | | A view 
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A view of the ſtate of the Chriſtian church now, of the 
Patriarchal church, of that in the wilderneſs, and of the 
Jewiſh, all attended with various exerciſes and diſtreſſes, and 
ours now with falſe brethren, in their contempt of their native 
rights to liberty, and, inſtead of prizing it, becoming volun- 
tary ſlaves and faſhion-mongers. 

24. Lord, what will be the fate of thoſe who turn their 
backs on thy declaration, that * where two or three are 
gathered in 5 name, thou art in the midſt of them? 

Anſw. There will be great deſertions: a ſpirit of unbelief ; 
Neep and ſloth are gone Beth, by an intoxication worſe than 5 

that of wine, even by the ſpirit of this world: and the trial 
of the faith and patience of a few is at hand: Lord, preſerve, 
leſt theſe ſhould alſo be ſwallowed up in the common torrent 
of corruption. . | 

A faſt, Sweet content reigns. 

A delightful old age in reviewing and Ggeſting the labours 
of my youth; imbittered, however, by the ſtate of the church. 

27. At the diſcipline-meeting God gave courage to diſ- 
charge my conſcience, 'on. occaſion of the modern mock- 
mourning, and otherwiſe : and, . bleſſed be the Lord, ſome 
fruit of certain late labours appeared this day. 


ELsvexTaE MoxTH, 1767. 


2. Lord, give the ſpirit to animate every form, and every 
ſingularity ; has been the loud cry theſe ſeveral days, and 
continues, | 

4. B e well, miniſterially, and otherwiſe. 
God gave ſtrength ts offer ſome hints. 

8. Opens my monthly retreat. 
Sixty-eight 1g years are now paſt, and, according to God's 
ordinary appointment, excluſive of all accidents, only one 
42 years remain: ſhall I then be any longer worldly ? I am 
_ 9 By, nay z but ſtill want ſuperior help: fo help, 

rd. | 


Queſt. What lack I elſe? 
Anſw. On reckoning the ſeveral Chriſtian Faces, 
enumerated by the apoſtle, Tere is not one in which I want 
not a growth: Lon, increaſe my little ſtore. 


9. Still on a call to the youth by the miniſtry : ſhall not 
the preſbytery join them? | | 


eld our monthly conference, which afforded abundant 
matter for contemplation, and hearty thankfulneſs to a gra- 
Z = cious 


1 


1 
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7 5 Providence, for placing me among my betters, even 
ving incentives to higher degrees of faith, of love, and of 
holy vigilance and ſpiritual indultry, being engaged in ſpiritual 
er Ab while J am in bed. I am aſhamed of myſelf, yet 
I will look up to theſe with admiration, and a degree of holy 
222 and catch a little of their holy fire: ſo help me, 
Lord. 2 

A 1 is ſprung up, who calls the animated Chriſtian 

an enthufi 


iaft, or one infeſted with a degree of madneſs : now, 


let us conſider whether theſe, or their cenſors, be the mad- 
men. | | 

Among theſe are ſome of ourſelves, who are content with 
hearing and ſaying, and not doing; who aſſemble only when 
they have nothing elſe to do, and give unto God the refuſe 
of their time, inſtead of the beſt, offering to him the laſt of 
the fruits, who enjoins us to offer him the firſt, Are theſe 
in their ſenſes ? Surely, nay ; but fools, and mad, and blind, 
mockers of God, and deceivers of their own ſouls. 


O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret, but awake to 
the communion of ſaints on earth, as the only proper pre- 


parative to that of the ſaints in glory. 

22. Saw the expediency of daily refreſhing my memory 
concerning the love of God in Chrift Jeſus. 

24. A laborious diſcipline- meeting, and miſerably attended, 
divers running off before the concluſion : diſcharged my 
conſcience with a degree of fidelity,” though in weakneſs. 
Was confirmed in the judgment, that we are fallen aſleep. 

Snappith on a croſs call: Lord, pardon, I have ſinned. 

28. Proceeded on a long meditated eccleſiaſtical journey, 
with two ſiſters engaged in the fame ſervice; and moreover, 
two pilgrim brethren, who, unawed by the badneſs of the 
raads, and any regard to their healths, travelled on foot. 
Verily, theſe more merit than we charioteers. 

29. Proceeded on the ſervice impending, holding firſt a 
meeting of worſhip, then another of conference ſeverally 
with the men and women, wherein a moſt diſmal proſpect of 
things appeared, viz. An almaſt utter negle& of publick 
divine worſhip (except ſuch lame facrifices which are offered 
when nothing temporal is to be done) and an alienation from 
the peculiar glory and er of our ſpiritual Iſrael, and 
deſolation wi. death fpiritual ſtrongly threaten. 
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1. A glimpſe of the glory of the ſons of God, ele, and 
ſeparated from the world and its corruptions. : 

2. The youth's meeting, wherein God gave utterance, 
and ſome degree of boldneſs ; and two appoſite exhortations 
and a prayer followed. Diftributed ſome of our books. 

3. Shall I not embrace death, and every forrow and 


trouble occurring, even as God's righteous decree, my juſt. 


doom and puniſhment for former and latter fins ? Lord, help, 
and filence the voice of murmur in my habitation for ever. 
O fend forth thy light and thy truth, yet more and more, even 
unto the perfect day | 

From the perplexities of natural ſcience, and from the love 
of human applauſe, good Lord, deliver, and let my fole aim 
be to pleaſe thee, and to be recorded in thy book : all elſe 


is uncertain and fluctuating as the waters: give me to know r 


myſelf; let not my fins nor errors be concealed from me; 


waſh from foot to head. Breathe holineſs on my natural 


ſtudies, May they be directed to thy glory, and the good 
of my neighbour ſolely, without the alloy of human reſpects 
or views. 

Deliver entirely from the madneſs of the inordinate love of 
the world in old age. On the contrary, ſet this ſtare prove 
. fruitful in heavenly- mindedneſs, in faith and love, and in every 
Chriſtian grace, and be attended with a holy and righteous 
_ contempt of every thing that relates to this mortal ſtate, com- 

pared to the regard due to the immortal. | 

emento mori is the eftabliſhed motto: but, verily, I want 

ſuperior help to keep it in my remembrance ; whereas, it 

on to be effectual to the like end as the Jewiſh phy- 
cries. 

6. Methinks I ſee ſome ſtriplings coming forth to our 
help. Lord, proſper them. | 8 
2 An aſſociation for mutual defence of friends of the town 

country, in regard to a tythe - bill. I fee God can brin 
good out of evil, even thus uniting the ſheep, which elle 
would be ſcattered, and become aliens to one another, and 
to the common cauſe, 

8. A filent meeting, and an humbling one, in a review of 
the fins of my youth and age, and of the deficiency of mere 
moral righteouſneſs, with a grateful ſenſe of God's long- 
luffering and ſweet viſitation in this my declining age. 

Z 2 A miſerably 


: 


| | 
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o A miſerably thin diſcipline meeting; five active members 
abſent, Is not the Lord ſhaking our pillars? Sick of the 
church. | * : 

9. Soul, awake. Let God be thy refuge and truſt in theſe 
calamitous times. * Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 
Remember, falſe brethren are no new thing: they bring 
up the rear of the perils to which Paul the apoſtle was ex- 
poſed, among ſeveral others to which tnou art a ſtranger. 
10. Exerciſed my quarterly review of caſes, Actorumgue 
juvat meminiſſe laborum. 9 
11. A bleſſed ſilent meeting, with the following ſweet 
| Illuminations for my own uſe: this world is a paradiſe to none 
but fools. Duſt is our origin and our end: and thorns and 
thiſtles our portion and deſtiny here. 
LI have been too worldly wt barren in ſpirituals this week 
paſt, though I ſee eternity at my door. 
Moreover, I ſaw the narrow way in the clear viſion, and 
that our preſent ſtate is no new thing; but that now, as for- 

-" merly, it is hard for a rich man to be ſaved, and that the poor 

alſo now are choſen, not many of the rich and mighty. 

14. Dinner bread and water, and leſs of any thing ſpiri- 
tuous, having enjoined myſelf ſuch a partial faſt, both for the 
good of body and ſoul, and particularly to implore the help 
of that good Spirit, which was to bring death, judgment, 

-and other things to remembrance. | 1525 
19. A new ſong: time was, that I did not prefer Jeruſalem 
to my chief earthly joy : time is, that I do, blefſed be God, 
who hath changed my heart ! Time was, that I was blinded 
by the god of this world, not ſeeing it as it was and is, bur 
as it was not, and is not, and {till lefs ſeeing, or not having 
a diſtant proſpect, by faith, of the glories of the other world: 
but God hath opened the blind eye, and moreover he hath alſo 
unſtopped the deaf ear, ſo that I now hear his voice in the 
city, in the various diſpenſations of his Providence, and he 
hath taken away my lameneſs, and enabled me not only to 
walk, but run: ** to crown all, the Captain, who was 
made perfect through ſufferings, hath alſo given me the 
honour of ſuffering a little for his cauſe in theſe calamitous 
times and days of forgetfulneſs of God. 
20. The Lord hath delivered me as a bird from the ſnares 
of compotators. | 


- 


Ie is happy who takes warnin others dangers, 
I And A. to + when Join — 
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23. I will yet dwell in the valley evermore ; ſo help, Lord; 
becauſe days without number I have been ſecretly carried 
away by the prevailing torrent of the infidelity of modern 
times, | | 
Lord, we are unworthy of thy favours and tender viſita- 
tions: thou art deſervedly ſhaking our pillars, and command- 
ing the clouds to withhold their rain, and threatening to take 
away the hedge, and expoſe us to prey and deſtruction. O 
mayeſt thou be my refuge and hiding- place, who ſeeſt and 
knoweſt all theſe things, and the end thereof, though far 
beyond our ſhort ken! 

27- Every conſideration invites to heavenly-mindedneſs, 
particularly the inſufficiency of earthly treaſure, and the 
nearneſs of death and judgment. 

29. In the night, —. bright coruſcations, with an un- 
uſual joy and alacrity, particularly from that text, 1 John v. 
« He that is begotten of God keepeth himſelf, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not: and Rom. xvi. 20. „ The 
God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly.” 


it was ſeen and diſpelled. 


% 
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We are menaced with A for tythes: but I ſaw 
good ariſing out of this evil. Firſt, It has brought the ſheep 
together, who elſe would be ſcattered, and become aliens to 
one another, but are now united in the common cauſe, 
Second, It revives the ancient teſtimony againſt this anti- 
chriſtian yoke, Third, It manifeſts the fincere from the 


hypocrites, | 
28. Sweet content and thankfulneſs with regard to my 


modicum of this world's goods, even beyond many thouſands : 


but, O for the heavenly treaſure, the gifts of the Spirit, and 
particularly that of loye, the ſum total of law and goſpel ! 


| Sgconn MonTa, 1768. 
3. Held our monthly conference : we are not yet 1 
] 
It 


but continue our warfare, and a holy contempt of the wor 
ſeems to grow upon us. 
2 3 


A uggeſtion of ſpiritual pride ſucceeded, but in the light 


— —  wc * 
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— —ů— —b 


258 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


It is remarked, that the women uſually exceed the men 
in the fervour of their deyotion : hence it is concluded, that 
the low ſtate of the firſt among us is a token of a general 
decay. 

"ag See Iſa. iii. 3. 5. the fate of the Jewiſh church ana- 
logous to ours. | 
6. God is weaning me from this world by many bitter 
occurrences : from aſſemblies, by reaſon of my dulneſs of 
hearing ; from the love of much ſociety, from the follies, 
vices, and unbelief, almoſt every where conſpicuous : ſurely 
then there muſt be a better country, to which, O Lord, 
tranſlate in thy good time. } 335140 

9. In filence, a lively ſenſe of the high privilege of bei 
a real member of the true church, even of a ſociety call 
out Fl and preſerved from the evils and corruptions of, the 
world. | E | 

At meeting a miſerably poor attendance on the fide of the 
matrons: a little rain extinguiſhes their fire. : | 
13. Beware of Jeſhurun's fate, recorded Deut. xxxi. 20. 


To cat and to drink to live, is the point. 


14. An epiſtle, repreſenting our truly mournful ſtate, 
and a ſpurious miniſtry : God is my refuge. ; | 

One comfort is, the ſhortneſs of the time that I have ta 
be a witneſs of theſe doleful ſcenes; but, indeed, no ſtate was 
ever more dolorous than that of the true church, as deſcribed 
both in the Old and New Teſtaments. f 

Laſt week grace, in ſome good degree, triumphed over 
nature, in a devotion of time and treaſure to the promotion 
of Chriſtian fellowſhip. . 

20. Impends the youth's meeting: a doubt ſtarted at the 
men's meeting about the continuance of it. Are we not 
aſleep? Do nat the miniſters repeatedly breathe forth and 
publich their defires for the good of the youth? And what 
are the elders doing or thinking of? Yerily, the harveſt is 
great, and the vineyard wants not only watererg, but diggers 
and pruners. | 

23. A ſilent meeting, and an humbling one, from a re- 
view of my native ferocity being not yet wholly ſubdued on 
a late occaſion. | 228 

24. Grace triumphed over nature in the holy preference 

iven to ſpitituals. | 

25, A ſilent meeting, yet profitable, Chriſt Jeſus alone the 
miniſter, | 
29. A ſong in the night. 
| TrRD 
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2. Verily, watching and praying are the grand duties of 
the day, particularly with a view to the impending tempta- 
tion of earth (which, through the grace of God, hath been 
brought down) getting up again above heaven, the natural 
ſtudies above the ſpiritual : Lord, reſcue my ſoul as a bird 
from this ſnare : a ſenſe of my weakneſs pierces and humbles 
me. 

3. Held our monthly conference: my brother's. vaſtly 
ſuperior ſpiritual induſtry humbles me; however, my en- 
gagements in nature for the good of the bodies of men 
cannot be diſpenſed with, and ſo I muſt be content to move 
in a lower ſphere. | 

It was a good day alſo in temporals, at our philoſophico- 
medical ſociety, ſeveral uſeful communications being made 
for the good of mankind, and this unexpectedly, even after a 
like deſertion threatened, as in ſome of ous church-meetings, 
4. Purge, good Lord, yet more, that I may bring forth 
more fruit, and particularly in the duties of an elder, 
Review and ſtrengthen the former illuminations on this 
head: and fee 1 Tim. iii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. and 2 Tim. iv. 
2. and 1 Thefl. v. 14. 

Lord, preſerve in moderation, was the cry of yeſterday 
6 5 Jing f 
I am like a pt paying off, in compounding for m 
old arrear due to the Lord — the chateh. £ 1 
7. Brittle on a croſs call. 
| b. At a ſilent meeting A weaning from this world, 
and a clear viſion of our ſtate, like that of old Iſrael, Joſh. 
xxiv. 31. and Judges ii. 10. 

13. Verily, the gate is ſtrait, and the way narrow, thus: 
on the one hand, a ſtruggle to mount upwards on the wings 
of faith and love, even towards heaven, the wiſhed-for port, 
eſpecially as my yoyage undoubtedly is very near finiſhing ; 
on the other hand, not to neglect the duty to my neighbour, 
and his natural and.civil good and welfare, in the proſe- 
cution of certain works directed to this end, though an end 
n ſhort of the good of their ſouls and mine, 

15. O my ſoul, my yet hypocritical ſoul ! How canſt 
thou look back without compunction, upon thy religious 
publications, in which thou haſt been © more in words than 
in life? For, in the Lord's preſence (barring the __—_ 

24 | e 
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the accuſer) I do not every day come up to the ſtandard I 
have recommended: I bow therefore before him, and implore 
his mercy and help on this account, even unto me a ſinner. 
Where. is pride now? To the Devil let it go. 

Again, here I participate of the fin of the times, even of 
the formaliſts around me, who, as George Fox teſtified, have 
the ſaints words, but not the ſaints life; yet not wholly 
- deſtitute, though very poor. 

25. A church conference: God ſtrengthened me to be a 
| burden-bearer. | 

26. Rejoiced that Jeruſalem was preferred to my temporals. 

27. A faithful miniſtry is ſtill preſerved, who preach not 
themſelves, but the Lord Jeſus ; and no daubers, but ſuch 
who ſhew unto Jacob his fins, O may we Levites ſecond 
thejr concern. Fo | | nk , 

28. Too frappiſh on a croſs call, 

31. More ſobriety, even more ſtrictneſs in drinking, not 
for mere pleaſure, but for health and ſtrength: alſo more 
meekneſs is wanting, and more heavenly-mindedneſs, and 

more ſpiritual induſtry in meditation, reading, and the proper 
works of an elder, in viſiting the many objects of church- 
dealing in this populous cit. 2 


FourTH MonTH, 1768, 


1. FU account of the epidemick bodily diſeaſes is finiſhed: 
look up * now, and view the mental diſeaſes of the 
ople, and conſider their cauſe and cure. Now here is, 
Firk, Unbelief the ſource of all, the word preached having 
not been mixed with faith: and, Second, Truſting in man, 
and particularly relying on an outward miniſtry, whilſt the 
ift within, which ſhould be as a well ſpringing up to eternal 
ife, is neglected, Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath taught 
ſome of us better things. 72 , 
4. I ſcarce ever ſaw myſelf ſo weak as this day: a certain 
quickneſs to anger appears, inſtead of a ſlowneſs thereto, 
which ſhould Brat in God's children, ſince they ought 
to be like him. Henceforward, good Lord, ftrengthen and 
ſweeten, for thou canſt do it. | Wy fe 
1 Grace triumphed over nature to-day, bleſſed be the 
ord. 
8. A viſit to a ſtray ſheep. | 
13. Anecdote. A. B. during a ſeries of years travelled 
£ | ren 
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ten miles to meeting every meeting-day, and, moreover, 


was one of the earlieſt comers. | 
75 On reading of the taſk-maſters of Egypt in Exodus, 
an illumination. | | 
Verily, the world alſo is a taſk-maſter, and perhaps a 
more cruel one than thoſe in Egypt: for, obſerve, whereas 
the three capital purſuits of the ſons of Adam are, honours, 
rofits, or pleaſures ; as to the firſt, behold the heavy drudgery 
mpoſed on thoſe that ſeek the honour of a place in the 
parliament, what truckling and cringiag, and expences to a a 
vaſt amount ! Next, as to the profits, O what drudgery does 
the worldling undergo, what anxiety, fear, and care, what 
labour and vigilance ! And withal, he is in a great meaſure 
hindered thereby from a diligent attendance at the houſe of 
rayer, and from communication with ſpiritual brethren, 
And laſtly, as to the devotees to pleaſure, theſe alſo are 
errant ſlaves, and never ſatisfied. 
| op 3 Lord, 9 all theſe inſtances of 
worſe than ptian bondage, ive me to partake of 
the liberty 2 to thy fons. , 
22. Ten patients, and not a penny, 
ſ * . 


A Short Spiritual Chronology. 


I was born among a ſet of the more refined profeſſors, 
and about my eleventh year was tranſplanted to a ſeminary 
of the like, being a ſchool not only of learning, but of 
religion: there I received a little of the heavenly fire from 
fome of the miniſters, particularly in private meetings, and 
was attended with a ſecret alluring of the love of G od in 
preference to that of father and mother, a manifeſtation 
ſuitable to my ſituation in thoſe tender years. 
About my thirteenth year, when I was to be removed 
from that place to another, where there was far leſs reli- 
gion, God gave a ſenſe of my danger on the approachin 
change, and an earneſt prayer for preſervation was — 
forth. 

From the thirteenth to the eighteenth of my age, I was 
at various mixed ſchools, and among aliens, and lived as 
without God in the world, intent all the while on my 
learning. | | 

About the twentieth I was tranſplanted to a family of 
friends, and here a tender viſitation of divine love took place, 
in a ſudden irradiation, tending to ſtop me in my * 


— 


362 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


after natural knowledge. Here alſo ſome inclination to 
marriage, but over-ruled by a ſecret hand. * 
About the twenty-ſecond I removed to a lodging with, 
not a nominal, but a real friend in London. | : 
. Thence to Holland, in order to finiſh my medical edu- 
cation: here the object was all nature and phyſick, no grace: 
alſo ſerious thoughts of proper qualification for a livelihood, 
as I had ſcarce any patrimony. | ; 
In my twenty-fiith year commenced my practice, with 
ſome revival of religious thoughtfulneſs. * 
1724. I was tranſplanted to Dublin by a ſingular Pro- 
vidence, even among brethren of high profeſſion, and I now 
made a covenant with my Maker. 
Lſaw the formality and hypocriſy of divers of the profeflion, 
and was offended ; but was preſerved from hurt from hence 
by an inward call to this purpoſe : Look not out, but in.” 
Soon after my arrival, I opened a ſcheme for the improve- 
ment of the Materia Medica, which has, with ſome inter- 
. Tuptions, been proſecuted to this preſent time, being the 
forty-fourth year. FE 
1733. Began my hiſtory of the people called Quakers in 
in Ireland, not for reward, but from zeal, and a cordial love 
to the exerciſe of Chriſtian diſcipline among them, extended 
not to a few external particulars only, as dreſs and addreſs, 
but alſo to the inordinate purſuit of riches, to lukewarmneſs, 
and to profaneneſs, and all immorality. | 
The contemplation of this was pleaſant, and carried me 
through the labour with cheerfulneſs. | | 
1737- Publiſhed an Eſſay on Women's preaching, with 
a rebuke to falſe prophets, who had long given me ottence : 
ſome cenſure enſued ; but God preſerved from extreme 
meaſures. | N 
From 1740 to 1745, engaged in the Natural Hiſtory of 
the County of Dublin, and was led à long dance on birds, 
fiſhes, and foſüls, and in compotations for information, and 
was greatly hurt in my ſpirituals by theſe means, preferring 
nature to grace, and moral righteouſneſs to evangelical. 
1751, and ſome time after, God ſtirred up to prefer grace 
to nature, and gave me the determination and power to 
execute it, even to publiſh two ſpiritual works, upon prin- 
eiple, previous to a certain natural work long depending, 
About the year 1751, the Eſſays of the Meſſieurs du Port 
Royal, were bleſſed to me, bringing me to a cloſer view of 
death and judgment, | hers 
r About 


A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 363 


About the ſame time God opened my eyes to ſee clearly, 
that this world is not a paradiſe, but a ſtage of troubles, even 
to thoſe we call good men. | 

1754. A ſignal viſitation by a dangerous illneſs, followed 
by a ſolemn renewed covenant with my Maker. 
| 1757: Publiſhed my _ of the Waters, which en- 
gaged me in a controverſy for three years. 

1760 to 1763. Underwent ſome „ gun calumnies, 
which Providence, A. D. 1763, removed. 

Thence to 1768, happy, ſweet opportunities of digeſting 
my labours in nature, and of reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and ſome other ſpiritual experimental writers : 2nd my love to 
the ſpiritual brotherhood increaſes, and God is ealightening in 
the duties of an elder in a populous place, where the ſubjects 
of the exerciſe of that office are numerous, and the office 
. laborious, and frequently under the croſs ; fo that the exe- 
cution of Chriſtian diſcipline is far leſs pleaſant than the 
mere contemplation of it. "od 


To proceed : — 

Fourth month, 24. A ſhameful neglect of the hour appointed 
for divine worſhip, not at all like a people animated to ſeek 
heavenly treaſures, and to promote the communion of ſaints : 
and ſhall we elders be as dumb dogs on this occaſion ? I truſt 
this event ſhall be fo far ſanRified to me, that the harms of 
others ſhall make me to beware, and even to ſteer the con- 
trary courſe with the more zeal. * 

26. Miracles are not yet ceaſed; for ſurely the ſtill con- 
tinued ſtretching forth of the arms of divine love to a rebel- 
lious people (in which the youth were particularly remem- 

red, and a hope expreſſed of ſome of them oming 

bourers in the vineyard) is no leſs. | 

27. A viſit to a weak member, and another to a drunken 
one, in concert. | 

29. God gave a wholeſome fear with regard to the doſe 
of my drink previous to our ſelect meeting, where ſeveral 


deficiencies appeared. Diſcharged my conſcience. 


Firru MonTH, 1768. 
1. Four foreign female miniſters attended, and to very 
good purpoſe. | "It, 
The natural volubility of that ſex, 12 all comparifon 


ſuperior in effect to what is delivered by ſome of us dull 
reaſoners, 


364 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


reaſoners, renders them far better ſpeakers, and fitter inſtru- 
ments for a ſuperior power to animate and direct: a myſtery 

; of grace diſcovered, and amply diſplayed to publick view in 

- our ſociety alone. : 
8. Received a pamphlet from America, condemning the 
Dave-trade, written by a ſheep not of our fold. 

. Behold this myſtery of iniquity : the Africans go to war 
with the ſole intent of getting the negroes, in order to fell 
them ; and the Chriſtians purchaſe them, to the great ſcandal 
of their profeſſion. 

9. Held our monthly conference: my brother teſtifies, 
that the ſting of death is taken from him, but yet he ill 
finds ſome defect, and room for further ſpiritual improvement. 
11. Opens the day of my eſpouſals: went to the memo- 
rable place where I made my vow, ſenſible of the abundant 
bleflings with which I have been even loaded, and likewiſe 
of my haſtening diflolution, and of the neceſſity of a pre- 
paration for it. | 
12. A pleaſant day in a ſenſible improvement in naturals ; 
God is ſweetening my old age, and giving to enjoy and im- 
prove the labours of my youth, | 
16. Our medical ſociety is of uſe to me, who otherwiſe 
would be an alien to divers modern improvements. Lord, 
preferve, and keep heaven and grace uppermoſt with me, 
and earth and nature under. | | 
17. Church buſineſs impends, but the hands to do it are 
otherwiſe employed, viz. In the concerns of mere fleſh and 
blood. Methought I felt a little of the heavenly fire ani- 
mating me to duty amidſt theſe diſcouragements, remem- 
bering that Chriſt our Captain ſaid, „It was his meat and 
1 drink to do his Father's will.” _. | 
18. Every day gives a diſtaſte of the world, and indeed of 
my fellow-profefſors : Lord, preſerve from ſpiritual pride: 
for I alſo am a pardoned ſinner, a ſtanding monument of thy 
long-ſuffering, without which I ſhould long ago have periſhed 
in my idolatry, and been a companion to damned ſpirits. 
Two grand important points of doctrine ſeem to be almoſt 
ſunk in oblivion : the firſt is, that Chriſt's blood was ſhed 
for the remiſſion of ſins, as he himſelf teſtifies, and that, in 
a view of faith, it is to be daily fled to for every omiſſion 
and commiſſion. _ $8» 
The ſecond is, the hell-fire denounced not only to the 
Devil and his angels, but to wicked men. See the poſitive 
declaration of Chriſt, Matt. xxiv. 41. 46. | A 


/ 
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21. A bleſſed ſweet morning in the country; the peace 
of God attending, I truſt. Soul, awake, and think of 
Moſes and his troubles, of David and his troubles, and of 
the travels, perils, and grievous ſufferings of the apoſtle 
Paul; but, above all, think of Chriſt Jeſus, the Captain of 
our ſalvation, his troubles from his birth to his death, and 


then ſink into thy own proper ſituation, even humiliation 


and ſelf- contempt, upon the compariſon of thy troubles on 
account of the church: nevertheleſs, lift up thy heart, and 
truſt in God, who knoweth all things, preſidech over all 
things, and will bring forth the iſſue to his own glory. 

22. A plot againſt the power of dar kneſs: every 
ſet up a watch againſt anger, yea, double the guard: 
23. An affliting ſcene : ſeveral elders march off from 
the diſcipline meeting before the important bulineſs of the 
day is done. | | 
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1. What lack | yet, good Lordꝰ 
Anſw. More meeknets, more patience, and more reſig- 
nation to the will of my Maker on every occaſion, fo as to 
be able to ſay in the integrity of my heart, « Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
4. Held our monthly conference : my brother would have 
me to be like him, viz. As it were wholly abſorbed in 
race; but I ſay, Let not the ſhoemaker go beyond his 
faſt : and if in my temporal calling, all is done in the name 
of the Lord, and the Lord's drawing at the ſame time fol- 


- lowed, I am content with my humbler ſtation. It is true, 


it is better to fit with Mary at Jeſus's feet ; but yet the 
active life muſt alſo be exerciſed by ſome, and as to diſeaſes, 


they muſt be attended; but, indeed, a gradual retirement 


from this buſineſs alſo is now become neceſſary, in order to 
haſten ſome publications, if the Lord will : but, Lord, ſee 
bounds to this and every inordinate affection reſpecting the 
mere body, and raiſe my groveling heart on the wings of 
faith and love to thoſe things that are of eternal duration. 

5. An uncomfortable walk, even on this firft day of the 
week, through an ungodly mob: ſpirituous liquors, a prelude 
to hell-fire, inflame them, and our magiſtrates are aſleep : 
and ſo are our elders, who forſook Jeruſalem's cauſe, in 
withdrawing from the anſwers to the eſtabliſhed queries. 

« | | 6. Vetily 
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6. Verily the Lord hath brought me into the narrow way, 
where there is but little company: Lord, keep me there, 
and enable me to tread ſtraight ſteps therein, remembering 
the end thereof, even life everlaſting. | 

7. A fad ſeene: the rich, who are beſt able to ſupport the 
expence of church-journies, withdraw their ſhoulders, and 
leave the weight on the poor. Doubtleſs, the genuine ſource 
of this is the love of the world. Marvel not at it; for now, 
as formerly, Not many rich, not many noble, &c. 

9. A Gn in the night. 

10. 1 will bring my peace-offering, even of thankſgiving, 
to my Lord, in that for ſome time paſt I feel ſome real ac- 
ceſſion of courage and ſpiritual ſtrength, particularly in ſome 
publick exhibitions, and being freer from the uſual attacks 
of ſpiritual. pride on ſuch occaſions than formerly, havin 
prayed for humility, which God was pleaſed, in ſome 
degree, to give, to him be the praiſe. And, indeed, when 
J look back on my weak and infant ſtate, abundant cauſe of 
humiliation appears. | 5 
12. A conſultation with the overſeers, in which, verily, 
verily (with ſorrow be it ſaid) the burden appears to be too 
great for our ſhoulders. The harveſt indeed is great, but 
where, O where, are the labourers ? batt 

16. A botanick journey on principle, with a feaſt, but 
this laſt had ſomething of a ſting in the tail; the conver- 
ſation not angelick;, but mixed. Such an event attending 
the moſt laudable human purſuits draws me from the world. 
19. View the world in truth's glaſs: a ſcene of infirmi- 
ties, follies, dangers, fins, real miſeries thickly ſown, un- 
belief, ingratitude, ſtupidity as to the ſpiritual ſenſe and all- 
animating views of God's favours in nature, but eſpecially 
in the grace that comes by Jeſus Chriſt 3 next diſeaſes of the 
body, though theſe far leſs general than thoſe of the mind: 
in the ſirſt of which I haye been immerſed above forty years, 
but now by a ſweet and higher hand am led to thoſe of the 
mind: ſo lead, good Lord, and give new courage, and 
Readineſs, that I may be gradually looſened from an atten- 
tion to the firſt, as far as is conſiſtent with thy glory; and 
as I am upon the borders of ſuperannuation, and certain 
matters are nearly ready for publication, I determined to 
retrench inquiries after novelties, and gradually to retire 
from anxiety and fatigue, either in practice or ſtudy. 

26. Very heavy, with a moiſt atmoſphere at the morning 
meeting. | 
28. N o miniſter at meeting, but Chriſt the Lord. 

5 2 A clear 
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A clear ſight of the exceeding finfulneſs of offering to the 
Lord the mere refuſe of our time, the caſe of great part of 
* people among whom I dwell. Surely this is not my 
reſt. ; n | 
zo. At a ſilent meeting: what wonder that the goſpel- 
rain ſhould be withheld, ſince ſo little fruits of the former 


rain appear ? 


> 
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3. Amidſt our palpable deſolations, matter of ſome comfort 
appeared. Firſt, in the aceeſſion of ſtrangers to our felfouw- - 
ſhip in England. Second, In a conviction that, even here, 
are ſome precious ſouls. Third, That here is a field for 
labour to be cultivated by elders, as ſuch: Lord, give the 

. | N : 
Ys An inward voice of thankſgiving to God for the gift of 
his Son, the Lord Chriſt, to us Gentiles, the myſtery hid 
from ages, adorable, incomprehenſible, unutterable, and 
unmerited : and if the ſweet Singer of Iſrael had occaſion to 
ſay, „ Awake, ſackbut, paltry, and harp, and praiſe the 
Lord;” fo had I, fo had we, and ſo had every one, whofe 
eyes the god of this world had not blinded. | | 

My native fierceneſs ſeemed, in the clear viſion, to be 
the chief ſin of my boſom, not yet wholly fubdued : good 
Lord, and God of five: ſubdue it. | 

7. Soul, awake ; the everlaſting antitypal ſabbath, I truſt, 
is at hand, the end of all labours, ſufferings, and ins. 
and prepare for it, by letting the earth now enjoy its ſabbaths, 
even in a gradual relaxation and holy careleſſneſs in all the 
ſpecious concerns of fleſh and blood. 

8. Protracted my veſper beyond the uſual time, by reaſon 
of a ſweet inſpired ſong of thankſgiving to a gracious and 
ever adorable Providence. 

10. Thy work is not yet done: the war in the members 
is ſtill felt. Patience hath not yet had its perfect work: O 
my poverty] Lord, help. : 

It. In the midſt of various diſcouragements, I was in- 
duced, even from obſervation, to believe that our late labour 
' hath not been wholly in vain: yea, on the 

15th and 20th, I was a witneſs to ſome effects thereof. 

19. A filent meeting. with a loaded atmoſphere : great 
heavineſs, and the holy fire almoſt, but not quite, out. : 
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22. I am a wonder of God's mercy and bounty: He is; 
as it were, renewing my youth, and giving in old age to 
enjoy and ſweetly apply e labours of my 2 whilſt 

- multitudes of my equals and aſſociates are dropping into 
eternity, or elſe various ways diſtreſſed. Awake, ſoul, and 
work j for the eleventh hour is come. | 

23. In a religious view, ſuffering is my portion: Lord, 


25. A ſweet ſong of thankſgiving. 

31. The tenour of the drawing or proper ſteerage this 
day was, to keep carefully the holy medium between a crimi- 
nal remiſſneſs in temporals on the one hand, and an anxiety 
about them on the other. 
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3 To the ſolemn query, What hinders thy immediate 
admiſſion into the bridegroom's chamber? The anſwer was, 
More of temperance in eating, drinking, anger, and ſtudy, 
is required. 
O my carthly-mindedneſs and perpetual proneneſs to the 
concerns of mere fleſh and blood. Nothing convinces more 
of the neceſſity of a ſuperior aid, to reſiſt this natural, deeply 
rooted bias. | ; gs | 
Indeed the apoſtle ſays alſo, „ In me, that is, in my fleſh, 
dwelleth no good thing; but his other ſaying, “ The 
ſpirit helpeth our infirmities,” adminiſters comfort, and 
enjoins to call for its aſſiſtance. 2 * 
Even the very memento mori is ſo far inſufficient to proper 
effect, that I feel by monthly obſervation and experience, 
that it requires a ſuperior renewed light and aſſiſtance to put 
it in practice, together with the practical conſequence, even 
a comparative contempt. of this fe, Joined to an aſpiration, 
hope, and deſire of a better. | 
It is the peculiar blefling of my old age, to ſee the world 
in quite another light than in my youth and-manhood, even 
as it really is, viz. © A vale of tears: bleſſed be the Father 
of lights | 80 
5. Held our monthly conference: my brother abounds in 
labours, and conſequently in conſolations much more than 
I: be works harder, and of courſe is fed higher. 
6. A viſit to a poor forlorn meeting in the country, cut 
off, as it were, from the mother- church. : 1 
c t 


— 
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It was an humbling time, giving occaſion abundantly for 
thanks to God, who had not Jealt with me according to m 
former iniquity and forgetfulneſs of him, nor as he hath wi 
theſe 2 ſheep, but afforded me far ſupetior * 
tunities and incitements to growing in grace than — ve. 
Alſo, a grateful ſenſe of the honour heaven beſtowed on 

in enabling us thus to viſit, not the rich, who can pay us 
Fun but the poor, who cannot, according to the precept 

our Lord. ; 

11. The neceſſity of overſeers, and the united labours of 
miniſters and elders, as alſo the inſufficiency of the firſt with- 
out the laſt, abundantly red; and that otherwiſe, no- 
torious immoralities and ſcandals muſt eſcape unnoticed, 
and the holy diſcipline be trodden under foot. 

15. A prodigy of ' goodneſs in theſe dreary times, five 
W miniſters at once. | | 

B. The ſenſe of ſeveral of them concurred, that 
ſtriplings ſhall be raiſed up in the miniſtry, Mark the 
event, | 

16. The publick meeting was ſweetly animated miniſte- 
rially: a ſweet ſymphonick goſpel-ſound and invitation to the 
rebellious, to the weak, and to the young, and a bitter cup 
handed forth to hypocritical elders. 

18. God enabled to devote five days to a church journey, 
uant to my vow : here the deficiency of elders from the 
. (a large body) appeared. Reſolved to attend 
— 


24. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, that even in theſe days 
of declenſion, a faithful miniſtry is ſtill preſerved, exhibiting 
wholeſome truths appoſite to our ſtate: O may we of the 
preſb co- operate with them, and ſecond their labours. 

26. Too late at meeting, although many others were 
much later: but I will not meaſure myſelf by their ſtandard, 
nor by any other but the King's ſtandard according to 
which I am deficient ; Lord, ſtrengthen to come up to it. 
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2, I would gladly hope, that Jeruſalem is maintaining the 
holy preference above temporals. 

[ feel my weakneſs as much as ever, and, ftript of ſelf- 
ſufficiency, cry out, Lord, help!! | 


24 Obſervation. 
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Obſervation, 


There was an ancient query to be anſwered by our people 
in general, Do friends avo incumbrances, hindering their 
growth in the truth and the ſervice of it? 

Now this is ſlipt, omitted in the queries to the common 
people, and retained only among thofe peculiar to miniſters 
and elders ; whereas undoubtedly this matter is of univerſal 
concern to gory ſation, according to the doctrine and 
precepts of Chri P ; ; 


8. Too brittle on a group of paupets. Double the guard, 
join watching to prayer. 

15. An humbling review of the precipitaney and errors 
of my youth, and even riper age, in relation to the ſtate of 
man in this life, under the ſpecious maxim of, © Virtue 
being its own reward; and vice verſa. A 

2 More contempt of the world is ſtill wanting. 

earer acceſs to my Lord, in begging an increaſe of my 
love to him, and to my neighbour. 

18. The feats of the matrons at meeting are deferted, in 
contempt both of all remonſtrances, and the favour even of 

weather: Lord, what wilt thou do for thy great name? 

19. Reſolved to double the watch in point of anger, my 

eaſily beſetting ſin, after the example of the Pſalmiſt, « I 
will ſet a watch before the door of my lips.“ 1 

20. A ſpurious appearance at meeting in the falſe viſion. 

24. Notorious immoralities pour in upon us, bigamy, 
theft, and looſe living, though not without cenſure. 5 

o. A ſilent meeting, but proßitable. 

tn the holy ſtruggle grace prevailed over nature. 

Jeruſalem ſurely of late hath been preferred, even to my. 
chief joy. | 


TazxTa MoxTa,-1768. 


1. Monthly retreat. | . 1 
Sixty-nine and , years are now paſt: ſoul, awake, and 
trim thy lamp. ' 
" Almoſt all thy contemporaries are gone, and all thy natural 
purſuits are almoſt finiſhed, and the imperfections of the 
knowledge thence obtained appear: and in medicine occur 
0 Vt | ys poor 
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poor and miſerable objects, and multitudes of incurables im- 

ploring help in vain: next, in the ſpiritual view, the ſtate of 

the church is diſmal, Remember this awful ſite in the front 
of the people, and tremble: Lord, fertilize my barrenneſs. 


A Prayer. 


O God, whoſe ways and providences are myſterious and 
unſearchable, and thy goodneſs beyond expreſſion; we can 
indeed ſay from experience, that thou art abundant in good- 
neſs and truth, flow to anger, pardoning iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion, and fin, | 

Days without number have I been carried down the pre- 
vailing torrent of unbelief, and in preferring nature to grace, 
and been overtaken by that fin which hath gaſily beſet, even 
quickneſs to anger. | 

I bleſs thy peculiar bounty ſignally extended to me in thy 
paternal viſits to me in this my old age, and giving me a clear 
viſion of this world, as it really is, and an bumble hope of a 
better, and for ſome precious writings, and ſome late mini- 
ſerial viſits, tending greatly to edification. 

Lord, give true moderation in my natural ſtudies, and let 
Jeruſalem indeed maintain its juſt and holy preference. Re- 
duce my will to an entire ſubjection to thy holy will on all 
occaſions. | [ 

- Give wiſdom to ſteer my courſe atight before the people 
among whom thou haſt caſt my lot, even to thy glory and 
our mutual ſpiritual benefit, 

' Strengthen the young and the poor, and grant, if it be 
thy will, that they may fill up the vacant ſeats of the elders. 

Grant unto me more fruitfulneſs in the faithful diſcharge 
of the- duties of an elder, and to live every day as if it were 
my laſt, ; 


2. Held our monthly conference : my brother and I are 
carried on in a- holy contempt of this world, but he is 
more weaned from it than I, even ſometimes longing for the 
impending tranſlation: alſo he has got the victory over his 
waſpiſhneſs. 

A ſweet grateful ſenſe of divine favour, in thus giving 
| — companions in the narrow way, the King's high road 
geh eee 

— a ſilent meeting, reviewed my natural labours 
thus: I cannot ſay that they were quite free from the 2 

2A 2 _ 
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of man's honour, though always directed to uſefulneſs to my 
- neighbour; but moreover, the fin of idolatry was blended 
with them, even in preferring theſe naturals and temporals 
to the ſpirituals and eternals, notwithſtanding God had 
favoured me with divers living examples of ſouls who ſteered 
a courſe the reverſe of this, viz. Putting heaven above 
earth, even from their minority. Surely f muſt dwell in 
the valley of ſelf- contempt. 

A ſong of thankſgiving to a gracious Providence, which 
hath limited, and is limiting, my purſuits in nature: fo 
limit, good Lord, and bring to my remembrance this 
twelfth hour of my day. 

A query: what will be the end of all this filence lately 
attending us before a mixed multitude ? 

Anſw. It is a virtual rebuke to fome forward ſpirits : 
nevertheleſs, it ſeems to menace bad events; however, I 
will truſt in the divine ſuperintendency, which, if it ſee meet 
to remove the candleſtick from one place, can ſet it up in 
another, and which we have had the favour of ſeeing ac- 
compliſhed. | 

Sol. A phyſician in high reputation is like a carrion- 
crow : he thrives on the Geass and impending death of his 
brother: he appears only in the time of I and diſtreſs, 
and very often, when all dependance on him is like that on a 
broken reed of Egypt. Bleſſed be the Lord, I am not in 
this high reputation, and now, on principles I hope never 
to be ſhaken, retire from leſſer degrees of fame, and thoſe 
miſerable harbingers thereof, to which nothing but the love 
of money reconcileth the purſuers of it. 1 

23. Even on this ſolemn day a bias to naturals appeared, 
but God diſcovered it, and I reſolved to take up the croſs 

Diſmal, wounding news from England, even the vain 
profuſion of expence in diamonds, &c. on occaſion of the 
viſit of the king of Denmark: O were the ladies as covetous 
of thoſe in ornaments with which heaven is as ready to 
adorn them, as it has done many of their ſex, it would be a 
better world than it is. | bor? 

28. God gave wiſdom, even' to cauſe the Devil's ſtream 
to turn God's mill, thus: the bad examples of the lukewarm 
9 at meeting ſhall animate me to higher degrees of 

our. | 

Another viſit from one of our pilgrims, a repeated inſtance ' 
of divine goodneſs and long forbearance, adorable, admirable, 
and incomprehenſible : however, there was an unuſual _ 
2 2 ux 
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flux of people at meeting, for the ſake of this ſtranger ; but 
how few come to fit at Jeſus's feet in a ſilent meeting, many 
deſpiſing him in his ſpiritual a ? 

29. MM ſnappiſhneſs is not yet ſubdued, but I preſs for- 
K the firuggle, aſpiring after my brother's example, 
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5 Opens r retreat. 8 
| ixty- nine E are now paſt, my i i 
for this work of, 2 dying daily, and * — 
in nature to this recollection of my impending death and 
righteous doom, and the neceflity of imploring ſuperior 
immediate light and aid for this very purpoſe. | 
2. Was among my betters at a ſelect meeting. 2; 
4. Struggled to get to meeting, where, in the eſti- 
mate of truth, | was late, though not in man's eſtimate : 
reſolved, that I will not go by thy ſtandard, O multitude ! 
5. Suggeſtions of ſpiritual pride : Devil, take thou them. 
9. Agreed to deal with a ranterical ſpirit, and unanimity 
therein, bleſſed be the Lord 
10. Diſmal apprehenſions about the Britiſh colonies, o 
eat ſource of our — up: and what then? 
s it not juſt with the ſupreme Diſpoſer to deprive us of 
what we abuſed? Are we not grown to a moſt enormous 
„ of wantonneſs, luxury, and forgetfulneſs of God, 
and, ſuch, become the proper objects of divine chaſtiſe- 
ment ö KK | 
186. Now we return to ſilence ;; and, after all, there is 
great inſtruction in it: for it drives the wiſe in heart home, 
even to the word. The words have been too much magni- 
fed, followed, and reſted in by multitudes, which, in truth's 
language, is no better than worſhipping of r for what 
more are words than repreſentations of the life 
At the concluſion of the meeting, ſpoke as an elder by 
way of rebuke to the late comers, | 
27. Saw in the clear viſion God's juſtice in withdrawing 
the clouds in ſome meaſure, and permitting breaches in the 
hedge of a barren vineyard. | 
29. Lord, purge from hypocr iſy, was the cry of this day: 
— 2 a retroſpection, I have ly been more in words 
in N . 4 
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i At a Ment meeting A ſweet col that bnd "il 
give way to ſpirituals. 

4. A new lecture of reading a chapter ſet up, viz, In the 
evening, according to the ancient precept, „Thou ſhalt 
ſpeak to thy children of my ſtatutes, when thou lieſt down, 
as well as when thou riſeſt up”? 
fe Vilits to two delinquents, in concert, to. fome ad- 

0. 

At Wen- elbe to lefſen the doſe-of my drink. 

9. Two ſtriplings of lou degree occupied my place i in A 
certain church ſervige—-l rejoice that ſuch are found. -  - 

13. A ſweet view of the beauty of moderation, then in 
the quiet of mind attending, and the bettet ſucceſs even of 
our temporals: but, above all, its n from _ inor- 


dinate attachment to this world. 41 2. 
Sweet news of a returning prodigal. 
| 18. We are now upon the brink of . 


notorious delinquent: but O, how much better a work 
to have laboured to prevent this -great-miſchief and ſcandal, 
But, alas ] we are become, in-d great meaſure, aliens to the 
love of God, and one another. The religious viſit, which 
might be a means of preventing ſuch evils, cannot, of late, 
be performed without foreign aid. aun, other lovers, 
even idols, are entertain ed.. 

The afternoon meeting miſerably attended: but I wil 
not look out, but in, nor to * 1 vl de me 
but of the few. yoirhb bv 2c 

Sol. The whole Jowidh Hiſtory is a gricvous ſatite on 
mankind, but a few ſaved; preſerved all along, however: 
the mercy and goodneſs of Godvin calling to the ſinners 
in Sion is unutterable, — eee and 
adorable. 

22. Three church viſits, two admonitory, one conſlutory 

26. _— the firſt day of the week, 

Queſt. What is the end of iny giving up theſe four hours 
to- Wt Surely, to refreſh my memory in the great truths 
of the Chriſtian religion, and to get — to perſevere in 
the Chriſtian race the reſt of the week, , which | truſted, 
from the ſweet heavenly attraction, I had attained this day. 
27. A view of the world, and contempt of it in the clear 


viſion. 
28. A 


= 
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o. A bleſſed filent meeting; wherein it was clear, that 
ſill further advances in the holy race, and a further ſupply 
of the Chriſtian graces, are wanting, and ſo to God the 
giver I fly, imploring it from his inexhauſtible treaſury, 

31. Some l dene of ſpiritual pride, but not 
encouraged. | 


Fixse Mowrn, 1769, 


3. Late at meeting, in God's eſtimate, though not in 
man's, = 

At our monthly conference ; we loye ſolitude, and feel the 
benefits of it, and unite in a holy contempt of this world. 
9. Alittle too quick to anger, 4 

16. Diſmal ſcenes in the conſequences of bill-forging, 
brother defrauding brother: ſurely God is chaſtiſing, who 
formerly ſaid, — ſtill ſaith, ( Curſed is man that truſteth 
in man, and in his heart departeth from the Lord.“ 

20. A ſcheme for an introduction to a diſpenſatory for this 
country. | 

22, Exerciſe and trouble on account of the prevailing non - 
obſervance of the time appointed for divine worſhip. | 

Thankſgiving to the Lord, for redeeming from the ido- 


latry of 1745, when nature was preferred to grace, but now 


giving the 212 rightful preference to Jeruſalem. 

28 and 30. wy nine ſilent meetings, and three of them 
with a foreign miniſter, a document of ſome uſe to me; 
231. At a filent meeting—Deplored my barrenneſs and 
ſpiritual idolatry for a ſeries of years: . adored my long- 
fuffering God, who hath ſpared me, and given e to 
repent in this my old age, and e to ſacriſice ſome of the 


beſt of my time to him in ſelf.denial, I am a bankrupt in 


his preſence, I am not able to pay my debt: accept O 
| God, my little facrifice, the dove and the pigeon, in the 
name of my beloved Son | 725 
Saw this day the neceſſity of a rigorous, ſtr ict 

to the doſe of the drink previous to the meeting of miniſters 


2A4 SeconD 


— — — 


— — 
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2. Held our monthly conference: none of us are exempt 
from temptations, particularly to ſpiritual pride, but God 
gives to ſee the ſnare... N 

12. At 2 ſweet commemoration of God's ſpecial 
love and mercy during a ſeries of years paſt, with humiliation 
under a review of infirmities and ſins. | 

12 and 18. A diſmal fight, nine boys, robbers, chained 
and ſent to Newgate: O education] Hoped, that my feeble 
endeavours for a better education of ſome of them may be 
accepted, x | . 

27. A viſit to the women's meeting, calling for their 
aſſiſtance in dealing with play-haunters, and admoniſhing 
them for their luke warmneſs in religious duties. k 


— 


Tump MonTH, 1769. 
6. Accompliſhed my matin, in four church viſits in 


10. Two ſpiritual viſits, wherein I ſaw the benefit of 
Chriſtian fellowſhip, my brother quite outſhining me. 
12. At meeting, ſaid to my Lord, I have given the pre- 
ference to Jeruſalem's cauſe in ſome degree of late, and com- 
mitted my temporals to thee in ſubordination : Lord, give 
to perſevere, | | 
15. O my barrenneſs in ** to the youth, at the men's 
meeting y y, and the danger of their receiving bad 
impr ons. . \ 

23. Invited eight apothecaries to our botanick excurſions, 
on principle. q 
26. Perſevere, for the end of thy race is near; and not 
only. perſevere, but grow, flouriſh, and bring forth fruit in 
this thy old age 2 this is the nature of the trees of 
righteouſneſs in the ſpiritual plantation. | 
Viewed our church and our ſtate, and the great ferment 
in the laſt, and ſaid, The Lord ſeeth all this, and we are 
niſhed, having not improved his mercies ; but he pre- 
ideth over all. theſe things, and will conduct all to his own 
glory in the iſſue. | 


= 
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2. Purſued a late reſolution of reading a portion of ſerip- 
ture every morning, if convenient. 

7. What hath thy Saviour ſaved thee from? Among 
other ſins, from anger without cauſe, and from the inor- 
dinate purſuit of natural ſcience. Lea, I hope, in ſome 
degree, from theſe. Bo: he $4 5h 
9. The leaſt of the phyſicians of the ſoul is far more 
e the eye of heaven than the greateſt of the 
. a I have been fertile in naturals beyond many of my 
fellows, but barren and poor in ſpirituals: my faith little, 
— love too mages, rue, Lord; but adored. be thy 

unty ; thou given ſpace to repent, and improve the 
ſhort reſidue of my time, in order that I may be more fruit- 
ful in old age: even ſo grant, good Lore. 

14. A ſweet contemplation of Chriſt in the evening, 
which thus paſſed away inſenſibly, _ | | 

16, At the afternoon meeting, mourned for the perverſe- 
neſs of human nature, exemplified this day, in ſome ſpurious 
| ſpeakers rejecting all advice: mourned allo over myſelf, and 
yer Sion, in her preſent, deſolations. 

17. Meditation on the youth's meeting: this is right, and 
all of a piece with catechiſing them, and reading the ſcrip- 
tures with them: it is a brave ſtruggle amid(t revolting and 
diſcouraging elders, and ſo. far keeping in the narrow way 
where the few go: I hope, however, God is on our fide. 
The foreign miniſters hope well of ſome of the youth: ſh 
none ſecond their hope? They are in the midſt of ſnares an 
dangers, ſurrounded by bad examples of lukewarmneſs and 
earthly- mindedneſs; but it is no new thing for a gracious 
Providence to raiſe up good. children from bad parents. 
Here is a large collection of little books, the deliberate pro- 
ductions of many worthy miniſters and elders, who have com- 
mitted their thoughts to writing, leaving to us theſe monu- 
ments of their wiſdom and heavenly-mindedneſs ; a ſpiritual 
feaſt indeed prepared, and ſhall there be no elder to invite to 
the participation of it; not one who looks beyond the grave 
to the ſucceeding generation ? God forbid ! 

18. I truſt that Jeruſalem hath the preference. . 

23. Here is abundant room for weeding and pruning in 
our ſpiritual vineyard, 
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25+ This day was verified the ſaying of the prophet, © I: 
will give children to be their princes,” &c. even in a diſ- 


agreeable a at 9 


* — 
lt ; 1 HA ! 
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W One heaverlyminded man appeared to my abſrvation 1 2 
he hath renounced ſuperfluity in trade for the love of truth 
upon earth. 

1 Suffering, N and labour, were ſeen in the clear 
vision to be my lot. 

5. A bleſſed meeting indeed! Firſt, Immediately, in the 
heavenly attraction continued, and the holy vigilance in ſome 

tee purſued: and, Second In the miniſtry, where the 
lukewarm were hewed, and the fervent Chriſtian encouraged, 
and one angellek declaration worthy to be recorded, viz. 
Fhe ardeney of my deſire for your falvation, is as much 
, as it is poſſible to ad for my own. Bleſſed be the Lord for 
ſuch eompany. 

6. Rejoiced that my little lot of publick labour is caſt 
among children, and the” youth, rather than old ſettled for- 

aliſts, being detter ſubjects, and moſe eaſily ſuſceptible 

dead impreſſions. 

Held our monthly conference : we hope we are on the 
5 road to heaven. | 

—— meeting, under a ious lively miniſtry, ſaw 
rar in the valle even to have been ſtrenuous in nature, 
2 ſack” in grace. It is, however, a great favour to be 
bs placed” amon ong my betters, even living incentives to 
ſuperior heights' of purity and love, 

40. Teok a folemn walk te the place of my ſpiritual 
efalals now about fiſteen years ago: a long N truly 
of God's abundant bounty to me in a ſeries of events, calling 
for” great thankfulneſs and humiliation. 

12. From the earthly — 9 aſpire to the heavenly, even 
an improvement in every giſt of the ſpirit; ſo help, Lord. 

16. O my ſoul, now nar of the poiſon annexed to 
worldly richgs and honours. Lord, preſerve, and lead ſweetly 
on to the purſuit of the 'ſpiri: ual riches, ang of the honour 
that cometh from thee only. 

17. A certain feaſt left a ſting in the tail, for want of more 
of the holy fear in the cup. I will fly from the temptation : 
nor again, is this the feaſt which Jeſus recommended, viz, 
1 0 kaſt them that cannot feaſt thee. 5 
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a ſee in the clear viſion, that I am one of the meaneſt of 
the ſtones in the heavenly building: if no other than a ſtep- 
ping-ſtone, however, any it be — chat 1 wy have a 
place among them. 

19. Reſolved to keep i in the valley: God hath placed me 
among divers burning and ſhining lights in ſpirituals, to whom 
I am ſcarce worthy to hold a candle: I will nnz praife 
* for this my "ſituation, © 

A little dogged and im on a ſmall eroſs event; 
and Gafully ſo : whither-ſhall I fly; but to the great Advocate ? 
21. At meeting in ſilence; thou knowoſt what will ſweeten 
acids in the body; but wo unto thee if thou doſt not witneſs 
the ſpiritual ſweetening : and again, God hath brought thee 
on to a great length in a certain natural undertaking : but, 
O the Nowneſs of thy progreſs in the ſpiritual work ! How 
ſmall the proportion of thy — 0 = this to _ open in 


29. The botanick walk: 0 the -pereerſeneſs the boo. 
lence, — norance, and the ſin of the apothecaries! 

30. A ſilent meeting, with a enn of e bur 
luminous — 

31. O what a ug am I, in compariſon of «certain 
ſir wen N now read, 


* #49 . Cos. 
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1. "Held our monthly conference 3 the objeQs of his (my 
brother's) miniſtratipns, are the poor and hungry; mine 
rather the rich, full, and lukewarth : here his work is much 
eaſier than mine: again, he deals with adults, I with ehil 
dren : here my work is eaſier than his. 

3. A ſecret whiſper - yeſterday, tending to ſweeten and 
humble, viz. Sink down into a deep, lively, grateful ſenſe 
of God's unutterable, and almoſt unparalleled and unmerited 
bounty to thee from the beginning of thy life to this moment, 
even in many moſt-gracious providences ſavouring a pr 
heavenwards : let the voice of murmur be no ſonger heard 
in thy habitation t thou who haſt received ſo much good, how | 
dareſt thou to murmur at ſmall evils: 

4. A levee of paupers is more honourable than a leyee of 
the rich. 

6. At meeting, during the Glens, a grateful ſweet ſenſe 
of God's goodneſs to me, Some fruit of a late ſpiritual 
conference 
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conference appeared. The heavenly attraction to higher 
degrees of love, and profounder degrees of fear, was witneſſed. 
11. Not one miniſter at meeting, but the Lord Jeſus, 
- whoſe ſpiritual appearance is deſpiſed, even as his bodily in 
%%é af granites. dewgary, nad. Inka 
4 13. m i grace are » I i 
— ant bets of ; eanre. God's — 
works in the church were and are ways of wonder, of wiſ- 
dam unſearchable, and goodneſs unutterable. 
_ + +286. A ſilent meeting, but luminous: a thin co tion: 
the people are not convinced of the profit of the inward 
teaching; they love the ſong, but will not act according to 
the tenour of it, as in Ezekiel's days. 4 1 055 

18, At a ſilent meeting: Lord, purge from hypocriſy ! 
They (the preachers) have ſpoken, but I have written: may 
my pen keep me in awe. e, | f | 

eſolved, not to be diſcouraged at the fewneſs of the 

people, who are in heart devoted to truth's cauſe, remem- 
| ing what the Lord faith concerning the narrow way 
2, Lord, preſerve from outward riches and honours, and 
from the ſnares thereof. | s ut 
26. The eleventh Glent meeting, Viewed the world in 
its eccleſiaſtical, political, and medical ſtate, and was led 
into a righteous contempt thereof, according to the apoſtle, 
Love not the world, and to an aſpiration for deliverance 
from its corruptions 1 

26. A bright illumination on the ſecond great law, « Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” Now, Lord, e 
me of all inordinate ſelf-love, - auſe then, and not until 
then, 1 ſhall fulfil; this precept, this golden precept with 
which,my-ſoul is raviſhed, | 

Look about thee ;; in nature, love abounds, not only 
among. mankind, but even in the brute creation, manifeſted 
particularly in a tender care of their young; but this is no 
more than the work of God in nature, for the conſervation 
of their ſpecies ; but grace riſes infinitely higher, even in 
Jove to-ſouls; and an evident diſplay hereof appears in faith- 
ful miniſters publickly expoſed to thy view, through the 
bounty of God, and bleſſed incentives to higher degrees of 
purity and love in me; and ſurely nothing hinders my ad- 
vancement in this ſtate, but an inordinate ſelf-love: Lord, 
then, root this out, that tne heavenly plant wy take root, 


{pring up, bloſſom, and bring forth fruit in due 


Took 
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Took a review of my long aſſiduous labours in nature; 
but all theſe centre in the body, and are as much ſhort in 
dignity of the labours of the miniſters of the everlaſting 

pel,” as earth is of heaven: however, if I can be either a 
— og in the heavenly building, or a whetſtone in 
the carrying it on, I ſhall deem it an honour.” «© ; 

27. Sick, and ſinfully frappiſh. 0 24] 

28. From riches, worldly honours, and the ſnares thereof, 
and of the enchanting ſmiles of an ungodly world, good 
Lord, deliver, and give to ſeek the ſpiritual riches, and the 
— 2 — 12 Ä 
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3. The convincement in England, here and there of late, 
is a miracle of grace, and encouraging amidſt all our dull 


pects. 

4- At a ſilent meeting, thank ful for the greater largeſs of 
heaven, in now giving opportunity of reducing ſpeculation to 
practice, even in the proſecution of the reli viſit to fa- 
milies. Surely, Jeruſalem is in ſome good degree preferred. 

5. I am not without fin, but the warfare is maintained. 

20. A ſilent meeting: no miniſter, but Chriſt himſelf, 
and even he rejected now as of old. 

23. Our ſtate is clearly deſcribed, Ifaiah iii. 

At a ſilent meeting, a ſweet ſenſe of the glory of the goſpel 

day, and of our ſituation in thus fitting with Mary at Jeſus's 
feet 


— that the 1 hath limited _ — — | 
in ſpeaking, eating, and drinking; and yet I ſaw there was 
room to ſay, Lord, increaſe my little ſtore of meekneſs and 
temperance. | 

24. A clear viſion of the man with the one talent, even 
as applicable to ſuch as make excuſes with reſpe4 to our 
church ſervices. 

27. Paid a religious viſit with two brethren, one of them 
better than myſelf. | 

One of a doubtful character, having lately made an ob- 
lique attack upon our diſcipline, methought I ſaw a ſtorm 
ariſing z and [ laboured (I hope not without divine direc- 
tion) to catch him by a pious guile, even by obliquely 
inciting him to join us more cloſely, which was effected: 
Lord, proſper. 


28. Pro- | 
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28. Proclaimed a faſt this day until three in the after- 
ngon, in order to ſeek the Lord, on account of the deſo- 
lations both in church and ſtate : and the 17th of Ifaiah 
fell to my lot, exhibiting an analogy between and the 
preſent times: and, O may I be found among the two or 
three berries left, upon the ſhaking of the alive- tre. 
The ſource of our outward riches is beginning to be 
drained; even that from America: but have we not abuſed 
Proſperity ? and is it not fit that we ſhould be chaſtiſed? 
As to me, I bleſs God for my littleneſs, and even my 
nearneſs to the grave miniſters ſome ſort of coniſolation, in 
the proſpect of a removal from the evils to come. 


I Prayer. 


O Lord, we are vile in thy preſence, and utterly unwor- 
thy of the favours with which thou haſt loaded us. wr) 
We are poor, and ſome of the beſt of us not yet arrived 
to the ſpirit of -our anceſtors, though panting after it. [- 
— have abufed proſperity, waxed fat and kicked, as 
J An evil heart of unbelief, the ſource of all calamities, 
hath entered, | TERS 
Lukewarmneſs bath overſpread us like a leproſy, and 
careleſſneſs in religious duties as a deep fleep. 3 
Thou haſt removed many of the a7 even moſt of 
them, from us, and we have not turned to thee, who filleſt 
the clouds, 
Such as ſhould be our fathers and inſtructers are them+ 
ſelves children. | e N „l 
Not a ſew to whom thou haſt given one talent are burying 
it in the earth. * 
They are blind, and ſee not the beauty of the truth, but 
are dazzled by the glory and friendſhip of ſpiritual Egypt. 
They deſpiſe the covenant of their fathers. 0 
a Lord, look down upon us, and help us; and, if it be thy 
holy will, convert them, or viſit the young and the poor 
for thy own-name and glory's fake. | 
\ Increaſe the number of labourers. : 


, 30. Two religious viſts, in which | brother more 
deeply ſpiritual than I. wa | 7 
een 31. in 
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81. In the preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of our Sion, the Lord 
bf heaven and earth is my refuge and hiding- place. 
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I. Provoked by my ſervant, but a ſweet power diverted 
the ſtorm to a ſong of praiſe. . 

3. Lord, help us in the viſit impending. Cauſe the axe 
to be laid to the root of the prevailing lukewarmneſs, the 
criminal quietiſm under imperfection as fin, the inſenũbility 
of our real ſtate, and the evil heart of unbelief. 

4. Some fruits of our late labours ſeem to appear. 

6. Our worſhip is miſerably interrupted. in our publick 
meetings, which are far leſs adapted for recollection than 
the cloſet : I ſaw lately in the clear viſion, that I muſt not 
look © who is here, and who is there, to which the late 
comers are a temptation, but that I muſt look ſingly to 
Jeſus; and I aw many of theſe gazers near me, who are 
greatly interrupted by this means. God mend them and me. 

My brother, in the courſe of the viſit, was brought 
forward ſweetly in the exerciſe of this chimney-corner de- 
votion : blefſed be the Lord, that I am not wholly left 
alone in this work, | 

8. I truſt that the holy principle grows ſtronger, becauſe. 
in theſe works the left-hand doth not ſo much know what 
the right-hand doth, as formerly: leſs ſelf- applauſe, but 
was led up higher, even rather to pray for a bleſſing on my 
labours. 5 | 

9. 8 way to ſpirituals, even in chamber- 
preaching, as as moral admonition, the neceſſity of 
which abundantly appeats. | 

11. The ſweet impreſſion of ſuperabundant- favours con- 
ferred on me weighed me down to a ſubmiſſion to any croſs 
event, | 

12. Sol. The Lord hath aſſuredly a ſeed here, and a pre- 
cious one, though thinly ſown, who, I truſt, will advance, 
„ e e the ſickle: Lord, proſper 

m. | | Ec 

15. Some viſible effects of our late viſits: ſcemed to ap- 


O the glory of our miniſtry, not preaching themſelves, 
but Chriſt, and driving all to him as the light of the world, 
and ſearcher of hearts. 

| 16. The 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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16. The outery againſt the love of the world is ftill 
maintained. 0h. | Ems; WF 
17. In a ſpiritual viſit our hearts were united in the hol 


- common cauſe ; and I bleſſed God for favouring me with 


the com of my betters. ? 

19. God preſerved in an hour of temptation. 
22. Jeruſalem took the lead this day, bleſſed be the Lord! 

N. B. Our foreign brethren and ſiſters joining us in the 
viſit, are always acceptable : and yet one diſadvantage at- 
tends, as it in ſome meaſure interrupts the freedom of our 
communications, and tends to ſuppreſs ſome motions in 
the way of admonitions which might be made, were we 
alone. | | 

28. Admoniſhed one for his too long prayer, which was 
well received. | | 


repreſentation of our ſtate by nature in the firſt Adam, 
e, unleſs our miſery in this be felt, no Redeemer will 


. £ One thing wanted in our viſit ſeems to have been, a 


be ſought for, 
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„ Baxter's Call to the Unconverted underwent thirty- 
eight editions, an evidence of a real ſpiritual taſte amon 


| the people, as is alſo the republication ' of Kempis : 


nyan. Wherefore, O ye miniſters, go on to ſow, your 
— and leave the crop to the Lord of the harveſt. 


It is an honour to me to be a ſervant of the ſervants of 
the Lord. | 
6. Proceeded in the viſit in the righteous preference of 
e to nature, truſting the Lord with this laſt, who hath 
itherto been as my Ebenezer, | 
8. The divine appointment of elders is confirmed from 
Ifaiah : « I will ſet watchmen on thy walls, O Jeruſalem, 
who ſhall not ceaſe crying all the night, and all the day.“ 
. bes 
| W. 8 i in . | ' 
10. Two ſilent meetings, 3 thus: Lord, 
thou haſt reſtrained from the inordinate purſuit of nature: 
fo reſtrain and preſerve ; but I want more love and ſweetneſs 
on croſs calls: God of love, give love! 
A family vifit ſucceeded, in which my brother excelled. 


1 2 | 13. In 
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13. In caſe of crofſneſs carried on to overt expreſſion, 
pardon ought to be aſked of the offended, be he ever ſo. 
mean. a i 

15. Truth triumphed in the croſs to-day, in two in- 
ſtances, | 

21. Good Lord, thou haſt honoured me greatly, in en- 
abling me to ſtand in the gap, and join the faithful little 
- remnant : Lord, give a ſuitable demeanour otherwiſe. 

22, „Learn of me, I am meck and low, was applied 
to me, who was too brittle to-day upon occaſion, * 

24. ———, from Briſtol, deceived-me greatly, by an 
appearance of great innocence and weakneſs, but proved a 
wolf in a ſheep's ſkin. | 

In a filent meeting, a ſummary view of the various ſtates 
of the church in the holy records, even from Geneſis to the 
end of the Revelations, even of various conflicts and revo- 
lutions, until the glorious time of the kingdoms of this 
world becoming the kingdoms of Chriſt ; and hence an en- 
couragement under our preſent mournful ſtate. 

20. At our men's meeting, O my barrenneſs. 


T zurn Moxrn, 1769. 


2. Hungry, fatigued, and then brittle on a trivial oc- 
calion, | 

4. After having been almoſt left alone, at length God 
gave a help-meet at the youth's meeting: may we perſevere 
in being a help and comfort to each other, 

8. Two ſilent meetings; the firſt dull, the ſecond ended 
with thankſgiving to the Lord, for bringing my feet into 
the narrow way, and giving ſome ſclect companions there. 

10. A diſmal town: the fons of Belial wax worſe and 
worſe : our thieves are armed with knives, and our lamps 
are deſtroyed through wantonneſs. 

24. At a ſilent meeting, a ſacrifice of praiſe to God for 
opening ſpfings in the deſert, in bringing forth into action 
the latent gifts of certain brethren help-meets in the viſit. 

27. A viſible proof of our late labours having not been 
ineffectual. | 

29. Lord, hitherto I have truſted in thee, in giving the 
righteous preference to Jeruſalem, and have not been con- 
founded nor hurt: 0 Lord, uphold and maintain this truſt. 


2 B 31. The 
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31. The watch-word was, “ Behold the bridegroom 
cometh : go forth to meet him.“ | 


— Monrn, 1769. 


2. Thou muſt not only pray, but watch: ſo the Pſalmiſt, 
« will ſet a watch before the door of my lips. 
Opened my monthly retreat. | | 

Seventy 32 years are now paſt, O my inſufficiency to 
die daily, particularly on this ſolemn day. | 

7. The watch-word was, „Love not the world ;” and 
this was at leaſt a ſecond time that even our national ſynod, 
which ought to be compoſed of a conſiderable number of 
the excellent of the earth, were treated as carnal men and 
worldlings, not to ſay reprobates. | 

9. Spent near four hours in the religious viſit : ſo Jeru- 
ſalem predominates. - 

10. The meeting was ſcarce 1 until 
an hour and an half after the hour appointed. Surely ſuch 
have very little of the holy fire about them: God quickened 
my reſolution of an early attendance on this occaſion, 

12. Bleſſed be the Lord who hath enabled me to do the 
office of a whetſtone, | 

At this national meeting the miniſtry was to a conſider- 
able degree again ſhut up. Are we not yet enough weaned 
from our dependance on man ? | 

22. Some comfort at meeting from the view of ſeveral 
preſent, whom I believed to be on the road to the heavenly 
city, and earneſtly defired their proſperity. 

27. Our publick worſhip is interrupted by late comers, 
clapping of doors, and ſtamping ; ſo that to have two hours 
retirement, one muſt ſeek another place : for we have not a 
fair opportunity for above one, and the levity of divers is 
ſuch, as to complain even of the difficulty of waiting and 
watching one _ PF Ren 3 = 

o. Upon cool reflexion, nothing can be more apparent 
than the real importance and uſefulneſs of our family-viſits, 
in reference to the religious and moral conduct of the 


people. 


T WELFTH 
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F 


TwELFTR MoNTH, 1769. 


2, Held our monthly conference : my brother ſacrificeth 
his health to the goſpel; I nurſe the fabrick, in order for 
its preſervation. | 

6. Examining myſelf on each of the cardinal virtues, and 
fruits of the Spirit enumerated by the apoſtle, I find myſelf 
to be generally poor: Lord, give greater portions of each. 

; - A week of profit in naturals, but of poverty in ſpi- 
rituals, 

10. In the clear viſion, this is the graud point, to keep 
Jeruſalem uppermoſt. Amen. 

11. A religious viſit egregiouſly wanted, a brother in 
danger of being utterly loſt. 

17. Made ſome compliment of my health to a Chriſtian 
brother in the courſe of the viſit. | 

19. Quitted certain conſultations on the quarterly review 
of diſeaſes, on night approaching. 

22. A ſoft admonition to a brother. 

24. A ſilent meeting, but profitable, in an humbling ſenſe 
of my coming late, in God's eſtimate, though not in man's, 
from want of. vigilance. ' 

A ſweet hope, at the concluſion, in God's providence, and 
even of an aſſiſting and ſanctifying power, nature giving 
way to grace, bleſſed be the Lord 

25. Amidit all the abuſes of the obſeryation of this day, 
one good ariſes, viz. A proof that ſuch a perſon as Chriſt 
Jeſus = born, and _ LF AF n 

26. Opens my ſeventy-ſecond year: may it be a 
being perfected in love. N : m 

Deplored the ſtate of the people, in not believing and 
waiting on Chriſt their teacher, but rather depending on 
man, as is evident by their conduct, in deſerting our ſilent 
meetings, but flocking to ſtrangers of eminence : methought 
we muſt be puniſhed by a yet further deſertion. 

27. Attended the youth's meeting, and * my con- 
ſcience in weakneſs, and had the comfort of ſome of low 
degree joining in ſpirit. Truly the harveſt is great, but the 
labourers few : Lord, increaſe their number. 

29. At a ſilent meeting, meditations tending to a growth, 
on Chriſt as the vine, and us as the branches, and on the 
high privilege of being members of the church militant, and 

a 2B 2 partakers 
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partakers of the divine nature, having eſcaped the corrup- 
tions that are in the world through luſt. 

31. Applied the natural ſweetening of acids to ſpirituals, 
even to the ſweetening of the ſourneſs of my temper, 


FixsT Morzg, 1770. 


t. Lord, wean from this deceitful, bewitching world ; 

this ſeene of weakneſſes, temptations, troubles, and ſins. 
2. Nature gave way to grace, the church engrofling a 
good deal of my time. | 

At a filent meeting : farewell ſtudies and inveſtigations ; 
farewell plants, minerals, and animals ; and farewell the diſ- 
eaſes and miſeries of mankind, | 

4. Held our monthly conference : we are not exempt 
from juſt cauſes of humiliation. My brother proceeds with 
unremitting zeal, and I follow him at a diſtance, - 

9. At a ſilent meeting: ſoul, awake; thou haſt read, haſt 
ſpoken, and (what is more) haſt written in favour of the 
© holy cauſe; look now cloſely to thy own conduct. 

In the clear viſion: I am too crabbed at home: Lord 
ſweeteti. | | | | 

14. At a ſilent meeting: divers ſweet and edifying con- 
templations : among the reſt, what need have I of the ho- 
nours or profits of the world ? Truly, little or none at all : 
the time is ſhort. a | OF, 
1656. Attended a feaſt, not at all to ſatisfaction. 

19. Late at meeting, not in man's, but in God's eſti- 
mation: more vigilance is wanting. 

20. Here is the grand point in view: to tread ſtraight 
ſteps in the narrow way, and ever to give Jeruſalem the 
holy and righteous preference to every other concern. 
23. At a ſilent meeting: a great deficiency appears in 
theſe meetings: they come late, and ſo are long in gathering, 
which draws others out to look, Who is here, and who 
there. | 


Second MoNTH, 1770. 


2. The meeting was ſweetly animated in an heavenly at- 
traction to more vigilance, more croſs· bearing, and more 


temperance. 
* 4. Broke 
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4. Broke through certain obſtacles, and got to meeting, 
where living in God's fear, in order to die in his favour, 
was ſweetly impreſſed. * 

6. Purſued the ſchool lecture. 

9. Spiritual reading and writing purſued in the croſs. 
4 God for opportunities of helping the diſtreſſed 

11. The infirmities of age come on, particularly an almoſt 
perpetual catarrh. 

12. Brittle on an unſeaſonable, vexatious call, 

13. A miſerable ſcene : three paupers in one bed, and u 

ſmall room. 

134. Further detection of the curſed trade of bill-broking 
among the profeſſors of truth: God is puniſhing them, in 

bringing on them the fruit of their own way, even poverty 

and diſtreſs, F 

18. A ſpurious pretender to the miniſtry rebuked in con- 
cert. 

23. A ſilent meeting, but the holy fire did not go out. 
24. To be ready for the bridegroom is the point, 


Tump MonTH, 1770. 


1. Held our monthly conference: the Searcher of hearts 
is come, ſhewing in one of us ſome mixture of impurity, 
even in adminiſtering reproof ; and vain thoughts are our 
trouble, as they formerly were of the Pfalmiſt : again, we 
yet want more meekneſs. | | 

2. A ſilent meeting, but luminous. 

18. A ſweet ſelf-enjoyment, in digeſting the labours of 
my youth. | | 

23. In a late church expedition, a great deficiency, not 
one elder to join the young men. ' 

1 8 A remarkable cheerfulneſs after yeſterday's partial 


At a ſilent meeting, a clear illumination on, « How hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom,” even uſe riches 
are ſtrong incentives to evil with regard to the three capital 


idols, the vain honours, profits, and pleaſures of the world, 


25 3 FourTa 
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FouxrH MonTH, 1770. 


4. Abridged a little of the daily doſe of my drink. | 
5. Held our monthly conference: the vaſtly ſuperior ' 
ſpiritual induſtry of my brother humbles me: he has the 
comfort of having begotten a fpiritual ſon. 
We daily experience the ſweetneſs of ſolitude, company 
rather diſſipating, often hurting. h 
6. A bleſſed, ſweet, filent meeting, in which the faying of 
the Pſalmiſt was verified, O how I love thy law, it is bet- 
ter to me than thouſands of gold and filver!” And the 
beauty of viſiting the fatherleſs and the widow was ſeen in 
the clear viſion. | 
9. A great change is come, and coming, viz. Inſtead of 
flerceneſs, meekneſs ; inſtead of the ſpirit of drunkenneſs, 
gluttony, and an inordinate attachment to books, a reſtraint 
on all theſe appetites ; and, inſtead of earthly-mindedneſs, a 
ſweet hope of heaven. | | 
10. A feaſt, but with a ſting in the tail, as uſual. 
Job himſelf wanted repentance when he came to the 
clear viſion. See Chap: xlii. 5, 6. 
Late at meeting, from ſome degree of an inordinate at- 
tachment to natural ſtudies. Br . 
156. A botanick walk, the neceſſity of which abundant] 
appeared from the profound ignorance reigning among thoſe 
concerned, : 
22. Was held the twenty-ſecond filent meeting in Dublin, 
except one. | 8 00 
24. At men's meeting diſcharged my conſeience againſt 
bill-broking, and ſeveral ſpiritual viſits. 
27 At a ſilent meeting, an acquieſcence in God, as the 
ſupreme controller of all events, even in this our low ftate. 
29. Hear the voice of God to thee in the old men droop- 
ing into eternity with the north-eaſt winds. 


FirTa MonTH, 1770. 


2. In nature thou haſt been fruitful, but barren in grace, 
during a long ſeries of years: the leaſt babe of Chriſt, who 
hath been chaſte in its love from the beginning, is greatly 
to be preferred to thee. 
| 7. To 


7 
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7. To ſtand in the faithful, is the grand point, and 
rr Lord, help, and raiſe up more la- 
bourers ! 

8. The doſe of the drink previous to the publick meeting 
was ſomewhat too large, yy, | 

10. Two watch-words. Firſt, The midnight cry is at 
hand, Second, Live in the fear, and thou ſhalt die in the 
favour ; yet not of debt, but of grace. 

It, At meeting, ready to thank God that I was not in 


12. Celebrated this anniverſary of my ſpiritual eſpouſals : 
ſaw that I am in arrear in reſpect to foreign ſervices, thaugh 
in the main, and at home, I truſt, I am coming for 
and in ſome meaſure taking up the croſs, and giving grace 
the preference to nature. 

13. Heavy and even fleepy at meeting, with a gloomy 
view of our church ſtate ; but the ſucceeding meeting was 
animated miniſterially. 4-2 : 

16. A ſong in the night. 

17. To prevent the ſallies of anger, watch is the word, 
even a previous watch, as well as prayer to be ſet up. 


AR of Thankſgiving to my God. 


—— For thy innumerable favours and preſervations from 
my youth. 
1 For my civil and religious education beyond that 
of my brethren. | 

Third, For inſpiring with the vow I made at my firſt 
ſetting out in the world, though far from being kept entirely 
inviolate. 

Fourth, For tranſplanting me to a place of ſaints, and for 
a correſpondence with the excellent of the earth. 

Fifth, For thy long forbearance towards me in my ſpiritual 
— in preferring nature to grace. 

Sixth, For my health and long life, and preſent retire- 
ment, favouring my enjoyment of, and digeſting, the labours 
of my youth. _ | © 4 —_ 

Seventh, For my littleneſs (the reverſe of worldly gran- 
deur) not the leaſt of thy favours, Lord. 
_ For my profeſſion, enabling me to practiſe Chriſ- 
tian duties among the ſick. 
2B 4 Ninth, 


392 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


| Ninth, For having enabled and promoted to prefer grace 
to nature in certain publications, and for a ſpiritual brief 
work Jately finiſhed and printed: Lord, blels it. 
- _ Tenth, For my ſpiritual eſpouſals on my ſickneſs, in re- 
newing my covenant. BR" 
Eleventh, For the bleſſed opportunity of reading the ſcrip- 
tures in an improved way, and divers other — writings 
promoting vital Chriſtianity. bo 4 Gbr 
Twelfth, For affording ample opportunities of exerciſing 
in practice that holy diſcipline, which had been very beau- 
tiful in ſpeculation, 72 17 x 
Thirteenth, For deliverance from compotations. 
- Fourteenth, For enabling to take up the croſs in th 
righteous preference of the ſpiritual ſtudies, and ſetting 
limits to the natural. | | ; 


A Prayer. | 


Lord, purge from hypocriſy: give more life, leſs of words. 

Mortify the beſtial appetite in drinking and eating. ol 

Eftabliſh in moderation in my natural ſtudies, * 

Give leſs fondneſs of this life. | | 

Preſerve from riches; andthe ſnares thereof. 

Help my feeble faith, and languid love and fear. 
- Give to fulfil my vow, and to pay my arrears in the 
church, | re 
Breathe holineſs on my natural ſtudies, | 


25. Sol. From the earthly riches, to be deſpiſed and 
made ſervants of, aſcend to the heavenly, even to an increase 
of faith, love, and of the holy filial fear. | 

29. Yeſterday's botanick walk gave peace and delight 
upon reflexion, even as a teſtimony againſt the idle ſons of 
Eſculapius in this city immerſed in floth and ſenſuality, | 


SiIxTR MoxTH, 1770. 


2. Held our monthly conference: my brother hath more 
conſolation than I, and no wonder; for he works much 
9 | 8 r ne much 

4.1 


* 
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4. I am weak and ſtupid; but, Lord, doth not thy ſpirit 
help our infirmities ? 

8. O the difficulty of dying daily, even in putting in 
practice that golden precept, *Omnem crede diem tibi diluxiſſe 
Jupremum ; and in this very inſtance appears the neceſſity of 
— God help ! we 

9. The rapidity of the approach of night conſidered, de- 
termined me to a ſober proſecution of digeſting the labours 
of my youth, rejecting all new matters of curioſity, and 
withal, to give — the holy and righteous preference. 

Ii. An increaſe of faith was impreſſed, and that of Abra- 
ham reviewed, as alſo that of the Proteſtant martyrs, in 
whom it was ſtronger than death, 

12. The ſilent part of the meeting was ſweetly animated 
in the view of the ſublime tendency of the precept of Chriſt, 
Matt. v. 43. to the end, even to exalt and perfect our na- 
tures, in renewing the divine image in us. 

17. Two watch- words. Firſt, « Behold the bridegroom 
cometh : trim thy lamp, and go forth to meet him.“ Second, 
J have been loaded with an unmerited ſeries of bleſſings, 
may I-henceforward never murmur at any croſs occurrences. 

18. Laid aſide conſultations on the epidemick diſeaſes, on 
principle, the ninth day above. | 

19. At yeſterday's meeting we were bleſſed in whetting 
one another up to church-duties. 

21. Fruitful in nature, barren in grace; rich in the out- 
ward treaſure, poor in faith and love: Lord, increaſe my 
little ſtore. [ | 

O the deſolation impending ! One of our two country 
meetings not furniſhed with our quarterly queries, perhaps 
neither. | 

23. The elders deſerted their proper charge of the youth, 
leaving it to women, novices, and childr | | 


SEVENTH MoNTH, 1770. 


1. At a ſilent meeting it was clear to me, that God is 
righteous in withdrawing the miniſtry, becauſe we have not 
obeyed its call to heavenly- mindedneſs, as in the caſe of the 
vineyard deprived of the clouds, by reaſon of its barrenneſs. 

Frappiſh on a vexatious call to an incurable, 


Think every day will be thy laſt, 
2. 1 


* 
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2. I find no book ſo 4 propos to the ſtate of the church as 
the bible, even as affording conſolation in times of the 
greateſt diſtreſs, in a ſweet view of God's ſpecial provi- 
dences in events, and in the prophecies of the future to 
the end-of the world, and conſummation of all things to 
God's glory. | | 
6. Take comfort, O my ſoul; for the ſpirit of party in 
religion is ſubſiding, and Chriſt hath afſuredly many ſheep, 
not of our fold. The books lately publiſhed on the ſpiritual 
life are a proof of this, calling for thankfulneſs and joy : 
theſe, though few in number, in compariſon of the multi- 
tude of hypocrites and finners, are truly amiable : may I be 
their companion now and for ever. | 

Dinner bread and water. | | 
x 11. The poor fide of the meeting ſhews more fervour, in 

their attendance at meetings, than the rich and 8555 

Trouble from an incongruous prayer: diſcharged my 
conſcience, ; 
13. A ſweet ſong on Chriſt in the night. 2 . 
18. Now lies the fifth corps in the houſe where I live, 
ſince the year 1763. 

19. We cry out greatly againſt robbers and defrauders ; 
but who among us hath not robbed God of the honour due 
to him, more or leſs? Wherefore let us no more exult, but 
humble ourſelves. x 

24. Some defect in complaiſance to the, patients: 

20. A certain faint makes his very buſineſs a ſacrifice to 
the Lord. wp? 
- "Queſt, What is mine? 

Anſw. I think uſefulneſs hath been my view: Lord, raiſe 
above all ſelfiſh views of either honour or profit: may 1 
covet no honour but what comes from thee | 

27. The meeting was well animated miniſterially: verily, 
the divine goodneſs is miraculous and adorable, in thus 
wooing ſinners. | 


7 


ErcuTa MonTH, 1770. 


4+ Opens my monthly retreat. . 

Lord, I hear thy voice in the preſent gracious diſpen- 
ſations of thy providence, viz. 

Firſt, In my preſent premeditated happy retirement. 


Second, 


% 
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Second, In weaning from the world, by imbittering all 
publick aſſociations and converſations by hardneſs of hear- 


ing and ; 
hird, By an almoſt perpetual catarrh, impairing my 
ſmell and taſte. | 

Fourth, By the death of my acquaintance, whilſt a young 
generation are eſtranged from me. 

Fifth, By more novelties ariſing in nature than I can 
poſſibly attend to. | | 

Sixth, By loathing the wickedneſs of the world, and the 
hypocriſy of profeſſors. 

Seventh, By my drawing to a concluſion of my labours 
in natute. 

Eighth, By affording a ſufficiency for the outward man, 
and ſo exempting from all corroding cares and ſolicitude. 

10. Some ſons of Belial had proclaimed an aſſociation on 
the day devoted to divine worſhip ; but my brother pre- 
vented it, by a timely application to the lord mayor. 

24. A remonſtrance againſt races on the firſt day of the 
week was publiſhed, 

25. On the arrival of ſome foreign miniſters, a great 
concourſe : but do not theſe prefer the ſervants to the maſ- 
ter, while they neglect to fit as Mary at Jeſus's feet in our 
ſilent meetings? 

26. A ſilent meeting, with a conſiderable multitude : 
pitied ſuch as have no food but words. 

28. A ſecret ſupport under a certain conſiderable provo- 
cation in unrighteous uſage. 
29. Some church-viſits performed in company A. which 
exerciſe my brother improves) ſhewing their uſefulneſs. 
31. O my barrenneſs in regard to the youth in the men's 


meeting. 


Nixru MoxTH, 1770. 


1. More meekneſs is wanting; alſo more retirement to 


the country. 
Holineſs and God's preſence to be witneſſed in the natural 


ſtudies ; for he is the God of nature as well as grace. See 


Coloſſ. i. 16, 17. p 
2. Take courage. Two inſtances of profit from m 


adminiſtration ; wherefore go on to exhort aud reprove wi 


all long-ſuffering. 3 
7. Frappi 
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7. Frappiſh on a croſs call: O the ſlowneſs of the work 
of ſanQifcation. | | 
11. The reigning petition is, Strengthen my weakneſs, 
and fweeten my ſourneſs, God of all power and love 
At the diſcipline meeting diſcharged my conſcience, on 
occaſion of certain ſpurious appearances in the miniſtry, 
with a concurrence in the brethren : bleſſed be the Lord, 
that we are not ſplit into parties. | 
16. A ſweet and moſt pertinent prayer for the mourners, 
and for the youth. | 
21. Sore eyes: Lord, I kiſs thy rod as a gentle chaſtiſe- 
ment, and means of weaning from vehemence in natural 
ſtudies. 
25. The doſe of ſpirits too large, heating in the night. 
30. In the night, ſome view of the reſt prepared for the 
people of God, and the expediency of a proper preparation 
for it, by a temporary ſuſpenſion of reading and writing. 


— 


Tzurn MonTH, 1770. 


3. Held our monthly conference: we hope we are on the 
high road to the everlaſting ſabbath. 

They proclaim four faſts in the year for the revival of the 
holy — La 13. 

At our medical convention ſome real profit, but with a 
mixture of ungodly jokes; I fear I countenanced them too 
much: muſt we go out of the world to fly from its con- 
tagion ? b | 

14. Grace prevailed over nature in the exerciſe of this 


16. Rejoiced greatly in the ſpread of vital Chriſtianity, in 
the republication of Brother Lawrence's Account of his 
Communion with God : ſurely they ſhall come from the 
eaſt and the welt, and ſet down with Abraham, Iſaac, and 

acob, p \ 
, The tempter was overcome yeſterday and to-day. 

20, We naturaliſts can teſtify, that the earth, air, and 
water, are full of God's glory : and O, how devout ought 
\the anatomiſt to be, who is daily tracing the footſteps of 
divine wiſdom and goodneſs ? 

26. Kept from meeting by a patient, but meditation, iu 
ſome 1art, ſupplicd the detect. | | 


ELEVENTH 
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1. I want help every day over my infirmities, and ſo find 
it neceſſary to cry, Lord, help ! 

Senſible of God's ſpecial love to me in ſeveral inſtances, 
in drawing off from, and leſſening, certain temporal con- 
cerns. * 

Senſible of my arrears in attending province-meetin 
and I fear I am too eaſy under it. : 

4. Opened the animated and animating pages of Baxter's 
Call to the Unconverted. 

7. Look to our ſtate eccleſiaſtical, political, medical, and 
to that of the beau monde, and love them if thou canſt: 
however, remember, that he who is higher than the higheſt 
ſeeth all theſe things, and thou ſhalt be quiet, he being thy 


refuge and hiding-place. 


Harmony of the Old and New Teſtament, in relation to 
Babylon. 


- Hiſtory. 
I. « Babylon hath a gol- 
den cup, that hath made all 


the earth drunk: the nations 


have drank of her wine, and 
therefore they are mad. Jer. 
li. * 

4 Babylon is fallen, is fal- 
len, and all the images of her 
gods hath he broken to the 
ground.“ Iſa. xxi. 9. 


II. « Thou who dwelleſt 
by many waters, thy end is 
come.“ Jer. li. 13. 


III. « Thou ſaidſt, I ſhall 
be a lady for ever: I ſhall not 
fit as a widow, nor know the 
loſs of children.“ Iſa. xlvii. 
7, 8. 


| Myſtery. 

I. « I will * thee the 
judgment of the great whore 
that fits on many waters, 
with whom the kings of the 
earth have committed whore- 
dom, and the inhabitants have 
been drunk by the wine of 
her whoredom. She had a 
golden cup in her hand, full 


of the abominations and un- 


cleanneſs of her whoredom.“ 
Rev. xvii. 1, 2, 4. | 

II. « The waters where 
the whore fits, are peoples, 
multitudes, nations, and 
tongues.” Rev. xvii. 15. 

III. © She faith in her 
heart, I fit a queen, and am 
no widow, and ſhall fee no 
ſorrow.” Rev. xvili. 7. . 


IV. « Flee 


398 
Hiſtory. 
IV. « F * out of the 
midſt of Babylon, and de- 


liver every man his ſoul: be 


not cut 0 
Jer. li. 6. 
V. « The wild beaſts of 
the deſert ſhall! dwell there, 


in her iniquity.” 


and owls, and fatyrs ſhall 


dance there.” Ifa. xiii. 21. 


VI. « Thou ſhalt tie a 
Kone to the book of the pro- 
phecy, and caſt it into the 

midſt of Euphrates, and ſay, 
Thus ſhall Babylon fink, and 
not riſe,” Jer. li. 63, 64. 


VII. « Then the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is 
therein, ſhall ſing for Baby- 
lon.” Jer. li. 48. 
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IV. * Cone out of her 
my people, that you may not 
partake of her ſins, and that 
ye may not receive of her 
„ Rev. Xviii. 4. 

„ Babylon is become 
the habitation of devils, aud 
the hold of every. unclean 
ſpirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and | hateful bird. 
Rev. xviii. 2. 

VI. „A mighty angel 
took a ſtone like a great mill- 
ſtone, and caſt it into the ſea, 
ſaying, Thus with violence 
ſhall that great city Babylon 
be thrown down, and not be 
found at all any mote.” Rev. 
xviii. 21. ö 

VII. “ Rejoice over her, 
thou heaven, and ye holy 
apoſtles and prophets, for 

od hath avenged you on 


her.” Rev. xviii. 20. 


12. It was near the thirty-ninth of my age before I 
had juſt conceptions of "i nature A this life hn ſince 
that time, I was enlightened, and ſaw it as a ſcene of ſor- 
rows, infirmities, and fins ; nor had I, before this period, a 
conception of Chriſt Jeſus as my redeemer and advocate: 
long did a gracious God bear with me, even until the re- 
| newal of my covenant with him after my ſickneſs in 1754, 
ö | ſince which time he hath poured down his bleſſings on me, 

5 in favouring me with opportunities of reading the ſcriptures, 
and divers ſpiritual experimental writers; and moreover 
alſo, with opportunities of converſing with ſeveral livin 
patterns of genuine piety, and incentives thereunto: ©« Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs his 


Holy name: he hath. not rewarded according to my fins, nor 
1 me according to my iniquities,” as the Pſalmiſt 
o ſaid. 


17. Some errors were lately 2 concerning water; 
on which occaſion reviewed ſome former labours, which 
2 proved 
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proved of ſignal uſe. Surely the Author of Nature voucheth- 
ſafe to open ſome of its myſteries to the diligent inquirer. 
25. A fear left the hedge ſhould be taken away, as well 
as the clouds removed from our ſpiritual vineyard, Lord, 
preſerve me from being acceſlary hereunto |! 
I read the animated pages of Baxter in his Call to the 
Unconverted : Lord, give me a little of his holy fire. 
+ 27. At the poorer ſide of the meeting, there is an ear- 
lier attendance, as well as a greater number, than at the 
rich. So formerly, „Not many rich, &c. but God choſe 
_ poor of this world, \rich in taith, and heirs of the king- 
29. More vigilance is wanting. 


TwztrLrTH MoNnTH, 1770. 


1. A ſweet power drawing up higher than nature, a day 
of love and humiliation placing me in my own eyes far be- 
low the leaſt faithful miniſter. 

3. A moſt uſeful and important query in Baxter, Is hea- 
ven or earth uppermoſt in thy thoughts ?? ee 
4. On the ſearching into nature what will make hard 
water ſoft, the tranſition was eaſy to grace, thus: what will 
make a fierce man meek ? Nor was the anſwer obſcure, viz. 
Lord, thou canſt do it, and therefore I will importune thee, 
as thou haſt commanded, 

: 7. Made a promiſe to the Lord, who alſo gave grace to 
cep it, 

Ke 8. A ſong in the night, which however was ſucceeded by 
ſome brittleneſs in the morning. | 

9. Two filent meetings; in the firſt I was humbled from 
a view of myſelf, and of the declenſion of the people: in 
the ſecond was raiſed up in- a view of the dignity of our 
calling. | 
t 75 A ſilent meeting, and poorly attended; yet the holy 
fire was not extinct, 

15. Solid ſatisfaction in helping the poor. 

18. A good day of truſt in God, in theſe mournful times. 

28. Obliged to diſcharge ſeveral patients, being unable to 
attend: leanneſs and barrenneſs, natural and ſpiritual, with 
a cloudy atmoſphere. | 


Fuer 


- 
Fu 
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\FixsT Moxrn, 1771. 
: 

1. Not yet low.to anger: O may this be an æra from 

wm ore purification may be dated. | 
our monthly conference : an excellent hint, that 
all 7 thoughts are to be rejected. 

21. A froſty day extinguiſhing the holy fire, eſpecially on 
that fide cf the meeting-houſe where the richer and more 
delicate fit, 

Not one miniſter at the province-meeting : wo 
Ariplings walked thither. 

Are children to be our princes ? | 

. Qught 7 every man to teach his neighbour lamentation? 

29. A ſpirit of integrity and holy oppoſition to bill- 
IG bleſſed vn the Ford 


= 


SECOND Mork, 1771. 


6c Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever elſe ye do, 
do all to the' glory of God,” was wel impreſſed in Nee 
terday's ſilent meeting, and now, 


Tump Moxrn, 1771 


5. The religious family- viſit dwindling to eriennial, of 
none at all: Lord, look down, or we periſh |! 

At a ſilent meeting, methought the philoſopher's ſtone 
was given me, even converting afflictions (v. g. fore eyes), 
to bleſſings, as weaning from inordinate reading, 

9. Somewhat of a ſong in the night. 4 

22. A ſilent meeting, but the fire in. 


FourTH MonTH, 1771. 


1. Seventy-two r years are now paſt ; and how ſwiftly ? 
But, O how ſwiftly alſo will the remainder paſs. | 
My father and mother died at an age far lefs advanced 

than mine. 
T At a ſilent meeting—A preſſure to a ſpiritual growth, 
and a 


ſenſe of God's love to me from my youth 3 and O my 
ſtupid 
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Rupid heart, in being no more affected by the miracles of 
the Old Teſtament ! | 
11. Held our monthly conference: neither my brother nor 
I are without infirmities, nor I without fin : he has got the 
better of his brittleneſs : I begged him to pray for me. 
12. A ſweet ſong in the night on the love of God to 
mankind. ? 
16. A group of paupers rather overloading ; on which 
occaſion ſome brittleneſs, through want of watchfulneſs. 
171 Examined” myſelf on the beatitudes in the fifth of 
Matthew; and found, that though, through divine bounty 
be poſſeſſed of ſome of them, yet that I am deficient, and 
that there is abundant room for improvement in ſeveral of 
them, if not in each: Lord, increaſe my little ſtore. | 
19. It was an awful truth publiſhed this day by a miniſter 
of low degree, viz. Did we love one another as we ought, 
we ſhould be more diligent in aſſembling together; there- 
fore the reigning indifference herein is a mark of this badge 
of diſcipteſhip being defaced. von 32, | 
_ '- —— a partial faſt, dining on bread and water, on 
account of the withdrawing of the clouds, with ſome mourn- 
ful reflections. 
22. Read a certain journal, and the compariſon of that 
life to mine was humbling ; however, I was comforted un- 
der the conſideration, that in the heavenly building there 
are ſtepping-ſtones, as well as agates and carbuncles. . 
23. A good time at meeting, and an apoſtle there, who 
ſpoke on God's behalf, diſcharging. Divine Providence of 
any deficiency on account of the preſent reigning complaint 
of the Badneſs of the preſent times, a charge tacitly ad- 
vanced by an idle ſet, who will not ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate. 
27. Want of inwardneſs betrays itſelf at our meetings, 
in divers looking about to ſee who is here, and who js there. 
28. More fruitfulneſs in converſation is wanting : more 
of Chriſt there, and leſs of temporals. 4 


z 


Firrn MonTHa, 1771. 
5, Concluded my account of the nature of our hard 
waters, miſrepreſented in a late production: God gave light 
into the ſubject. 


2 C 10. A 
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10. A ſilent meeting , and ſweet in a view of the glory 
of the goſpel-day, and 4 Ubrid far above Moſes, and an at- 
tration to more meckneſs and love. 


2456. In the country cannot perform their religious 
viſit without foreign m ald: 28 where is love! 


by Stern MonTn, 1771. 


2. er = nor devils ſhall perſuade me that I am 
not grow! race. | | 
6 in rc at fruitful in nature, ſo now ſtrive to be 

in e. 

4. The morning poor in ſpirituals, but in the afternoon a 
ſweet and more free acceſs to my Maker in the heavenly 
attraction: alſo, an heavenly exhortation. 

* gn much labour in nature, the call ſeems to be, to 
a litt 
.  "Miſcarried in an attempt to ſet up a rod aſſociation, 
Verily it is a poor world. 

76, A-miſerable chaſm-at- the afternoon meeting : ſurely 
the deſerters do not believe in the inward Teacher; 

18. Sol. When a man comes to a degree of perfection in 
natural ſcience, he is ſuddenly taken off furely this ſhould 
mitigate the ardour of our parſuits of any thing, except that 
of acceptance with God. 

23. The ſtate of the church of Epheſus, Rev. ii. is our 
ſtate here: it remains, that we ( Repent, and do our firſt 
works, left the candleſtick be removed.” 

5 ——7 with 'a faint, who, in his travels, generally wor- 

ſhipped in every family. 

25. A ſweet occurrence in a maſs- book, entitled, The 
Path to Paradiſe, where there is à collection, in one view, 
of twenty-ſeven 1 truly appoſite and pertinent to 
tho ſtate 7 almoſt every Chriſtian, Verily, I was ſurprized 
to find ſo much gold in a maſs-book. 

At meeting, a ſweet raviſhing glimpſe of help from Chriſt 
in my prevailing infirmity of brittleneſs: I ſaw it was 1 
in ſerĩpture · language, to ci — htily to the Lord, not that 
he cannot hear a whiſper, om an acute ſenſe of our 

unnd. . 

Sol. The people that deſert filent meetings are in the 
ſpirit of the worſhippers of the Virgin Mary, even in ne- 
_ lectin * ſit _— at Jeſus's feet; though if any famous 


new 
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new prencher arrive, they go+ in crowds to hear him, thus 
n the miniſter, as the others do the Virgin to the 
ternal Son. | 


A. g. deceaſed; a great gap truly, and which God only 


can make up; and ſurely we his ſurvivors ought to ſuppli- - 


cate the Lord of the harveſt on this account, 


SEVENTH MONTH, 1771. 


1. Looked into Daniel and the Revelations with wonder, 
though many things there are left obſcure ;. but we are un- 
worthy of more light; for indeed we are ſo little affected 
by the other clearer evidences of the truth of Chriſtianity, 
as to render us unworthy of more; and again, had all things 
. "an where had room for faith, and the trial 
of it | 
4. At our monthly conference, I think my brother is 
humble; for he fays, he hardly ſays or does any thing, 
— what, upon the review, might have been ſaid or done 

en. 

10. A feaſt, in order to ſupport a certain branch of our 
medical profeſſion, but with very little effect; alſo it was 
ml 5 people of unclean lips, and I thought I was ſullied 

reby. 2 5h 

1 Ab an almoſt deſerted ſilent meeting, where no mi- 
niſter but the Lord Jeſus, which was enough for me: for I 
ſaw that his commands are exceeding broad, particularly 
two. Firſt, The ſetting heaven above earth. Second, Keep- 
ing unſpotted from the world. 1 | | 

20. Opens a faſt-day for the withdrawing of the clouds. 

Lord what wilt thou do for brane 
Anſw. Firſt, View the ſtate of the church through va- 
rious ages to the preſent time, as recorded in the ſcriptures ; 
our faith and patience muſt be tried. There is undoubted] 
a God who ruleth all things, and directeth the iſſue of al 
to his own glory: let him be our refuge: to adore, not to 
know much, is our province: verily, we are but purblind 
in nature, and much more ſo in the myſteries of grace and 
providence. 

Second, The vineyard, though often watered, hath 
brought forth wild grapes, and therefore it is but juſt. that 
the clouds ſhould be withdrawn. | 


Third, Some glimmerings of hope appear in a young ge- 
neration. 
| 2C 2 Fourth, 


+ 


2 


if... Fourth, Chriſt hath many ſheep, not of our fold: but 
ſtill, O our barrenneſs with regard to the children, v. g. 
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ſituated yeſterday as ſheep without a ſhepherd. 
236. Poſſeſſed my foul in ſweetneſs and chankfulnebs. 


wo, 


| Ezonrn MonTa, 1771. 


2. Held our monthly conference : our ſouls harmonize in 
the proſpect of approaching death, and in complaining, that 


We are not enough alive in this exerciſe, but ſtand in need, 


even on this account, of help ſuperior to our own. 

A little nearer acceſs in evening prayer. ; 

6. O my foul, from the riches and honours of this world, 
do thou aſcend to the honour that cometh from God only, 
and to an increaſe of the heavenly riches of faith, love, and 
other gifts of the ſpirit. 

7. Grace gains ground in the holy preference of ſpirituals 


to naturals, "bleſſed be the Lord 


12. The little ſpiritual book, exhibiting a text and ſhort 
comment for every day in the year, has borne fifteen edi- 
tions : ſurely, here is a ſpiritual taſte among the people. 

17. A memorable call: a flight hemiplegia in tottering 
limbs, and a faultering tongue | 

21. The paralytick diſeaſe increaſes. 


4 


' 


NIN TH MonTa, 1771. 
14. On a bliſter, and a confinement of three weeks, ſen- 


diy better. 


22, An acquieſcence in, and'thankfulneſs for, the preſent 
awful diſpenſation of Providence in this -_ ſeventy-third 
year nearly complete. Surely the time for reſt is now come, 
and of ceſſation from ice, except in the chamber, and 
chiefly for the poor : for, | | 
' Firſt, Natural ſtrength fails. 

Second, The bridegroom's voice is heard. | 


Third, If the Lord will, there remain natural works re- 


quiring a review and improvement. 


27. Dull, crols, and weak : greatly refreſhed by lying 


down. 


» © TENTH 
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Tzxrn MonTH, 1771, 
6. Prepared a paper for the Freeman's Journal, on de- 


tecting ſome errors about diſtilled waters. 

12. Purſued my matin in meditation, in ſympathy with 
the church now convened, and purpoſed to continue it as 
preſent in ſpirit, though abſent in body. | 
La and 17. Squabbles, wherein I found it expedient to ſuf- 

wrong. 

21, Some clearer light on bath-water. | 
22. Parallel between authors and preachers : both pro- 
ceed upon a ſuppoſition of others being leſs knowing, or 
leſs virtuous than themſelves ; but if this ſhould not be the 
caſe, they both would better be fileat ; on the other hand, 
by publiſhing and . obey the Lord's precept, 
« So let your light ſhine,”” &c. Thole who make a trade of 
either preaching or printing by ſubſcription, frequently rob 
the people of their money. 

bird, The beſt of both claſſes are often thankleſs and 
pennyleſs; yet, God is their rewarder, if they have ated 
upon a principle of love to their neighbour, 

Fourth, But, ſuppoſe honour or riches ſhould be the con- 
| ſequence of the labours of either: they certainly would be 

in danger; for it is ſaid, * How can ye believe, who receive 
-honour from one another, and not that honour which cometh 
from God only?“ And as to riches, it is pronounced by 
the ſame lip, that it is almoſt as hard for them to enter the 
kingdom, as what is impoſſible; and it is ſaid on the other 
hand, that ** God hath choſen the poor of this world, rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom,” even in preference to 
the rich, noble, and mighty. ; 

24. The precept of preſenting our bodies a living ſacri- 
fice/ renewed, even in the communion of the ſaints, the 
faithful remnant, the church militant upon earth, as helps t 
one another. | 

28. Where is the rich dwelling of the Word, and ( teach- 
ing and admoniſhing one another in hymns, and pſalms, and 
ſpiritual ſongs, making melody in our hearts to the Lord? 

Ve children had our evening meetings in houſes. 
John Gill deceaſed, a bleſſed man to me, though a 
WE. predeſtinarian, His comments inſtructive and animated. 


2C 3 ELEVENTH 
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ELevents MorTH, 1771. 


3. An illumination on the apoſtle's words: © In this we 
groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed upon with our houſe, 
which is from heaven, knowing, that whilſt we are at 
home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord.” Now 
this groaning is a ſtep far beyond me; yet ſhall I fay, I will 
preſs after it? So help me, Lord; for indeed I am too fond 
of this life. Te 

5. Faith ran high ; methought, God will tread Satan un- 
der my feet ſhortly ; accordingly went to the anniverſary. 
meeting under ſome difficulty. 4 
The appearances there were mournful, addreſſed chiefl 
to ſandy builders, and to Phariſees, even among the firff 
rank, to whom wo was denounced, 5 

7. Heavy complaints of the auditory from the mini 
continued: but heark ye, what have the children done ? 1s 
there no room for peaking to them? Dath not our Lord 
encourage it? And are they not in fact the beſt of au- 
ditories 5 My exerciſe in this way is quite interrupted : 
Lord, if it be thy will, reſtore and raiſe up others \ 

10 and 11. A flight diarrhœa, and probably falutiferous : 
bleſſed be that wiſdom and goodneſs which has framed the 
machine, ſo as to throw off what is noxious. 

14. New light appears in the hydrology; and I am now 
convinced, that I can do more good in the preſent retire- 
ment, by roving former labours and writings, than by 
going among the ick, which, indeed, I am not able to do. 

16. The watch-word was, O the heighth and extent of 
our profefſion as a diſtinguiſhed ſociety l 

75 The call is, to more indifference in naturals. 

18. In great weakneſs 7 out to meeting with the few, 
and my faith was a little ſtrengthened. Pitied ſome of the 
young people during the ſilence. en a 

19. The doſe of the drink too op! * + 

23. Unrighteouſly croſs; I fee clearly that it is for want 
of watchfulneſs. : | 

25. In the night, an attraction to more heavenly-minded- 
neſs and fruitfulneſs in grace, than in nature; went out ac- 


cordingly, and heard a living teſtimony againſt formaliſts. 


Twerrrn 
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TweLFTa MoNnTH, 1771. 


I. A bleſſed day: an humble hope of the deſcent of the 
fpirit as a dove, and of a limited * to naturals, grace 
triumphing over nature; and I ſaw clearly, that the time for 

reſt is come, after a good deal of labour; and now remains 

the chief concern, a proper preparation for a tranſlation, and 
the temporals to be tranſacted with a holy calmneſs and due 
ſubordination, the earth being kept under feet. Amen, 

22. Habakkuk ii. 1. An excellent repreſentation of 
ſpiritual worſhip, 

26. Opened my ſeventy-fourth year: walked to the 
meeting (contrary to late cuſtom), where advices appoſite 
to the youth were read, and God ſtrengthened to ſpeak, be- 

expectation. Adminiftered a word of admonition to a 
other. Lord, give a door of entrance. - 

27. Read my father's letter 1725, by which I find that he 


alſo retired from buſineſs, on principle, a while before his 


death; a ſingular bleſſing. | 
28. Reviewed my account of waters with wonderful im- 
provement ; Lord, ſpiritualize and ſanctify my naturals, 


n Fust Monwtn, 1772, 


28. A quarrel in the houſe ; I purchaſed peace, by giving 
up my right. ö 
30. A diſtreſſing account: the meeting poſtpones its 
proper buſineſs, until foreign aid arrive from the miniſtry ; 
©, where is the ſpirit of elderſhip. . 


Second MonTa, 1772, 


6. At our monthly conference, My brother has now and 
then a rapture; a little ſong of this ſort is all that falls ta 
m * 

70. O what indulgence; ten hours in the twenty- four 
half dead, or ſleeping. 

13 and 26. A ſenſible advancement in victory over the 
fin that uſed ſo eaſily to beſet me, + | 


20 4 Tuns 
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Tump MonTH, 1772. 
/ 

3. Croſs accidents proved my weakneſs, not without an 
alloy of fin: how long, O Lord, holy and true, ſhall this 
—_— ſtick by me. 

The youth's meeting reviving, contrary to human ex- 
pectation; — be divine — J. 

6. An honeſt ſtruggle between light and darkneſs, and 
light often gains ground. | 

9. Kept from meeting by the rain ; however, kept up the 
devotion of the day in ſympathy with the church. 

10. Diſtributed fimples into claſſes, a work more uſeful 
- more beautiful, than planting trees in the quincunx 
order, * 2 | 

Sol. O my ſoul, why diſquieted at trifles ? Surely, here 
is ſomething of inſolence: view the ſufterings of the mar- 
, tyrs, and, above all, thoſe of thy Lord. * 
In the clear viſion, ſaw that my brittleneſs is the mere 

genuine effect of inordinate ſelf- love: Lord, purge. | 
30. Sol. Is not that ſtate of the elders a very pitiful 
one, where they are little more than executioners or excomy 
municators, but have very little heart to comfort the feeble- 


minded, ſupport the weak, or inſtruct the ignorant? 


J 


Fouxrn MoNnTH, 1772. 
13. God ifength to diſcharge my conſcience agai 
BP fon) ny but they ſeem — 2 _ 
At a ſilent meeting, a preſſure towards the meek. ſpirit, 
and putting on the new man. a 
On a retroſpection on ſome labours in the elderſhip, they 
appear to have been not altogether fruitleſs. | 
-I4. Vociferation too loud to my ſervant. | 
30. The Chriſtian traveller is got beyond me, even to 
the perfect love which caſteth out fear, 2 MIN? 


irre 
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Firn MonTH, 1772. 


2. A ſilent meeting for the moſt part, though a foreign 
miniſter preſent, who uttered this memorable ſentence: I 
am cautious of drawing out the minds of the people from 
Chriſt, the inward Tezcher ; an attendance upon whom it 
is good to encourage both by precept and example.” 

9. The ſtruggle with my natural ferocity ſtill continues; 
but yet on the ſucceſsful ſide. 4a" 

15. A degree of the genuine ſpirit of charity, as deſcribed 
by the apoſtle, ſeemed to prevail, on occaſion of a certain 
event and trial of patience, 

18. The imperfections of natural ſcience daily appear: 
Lord, lift up my heart in the holy preference of the heavenly. 

25. Grace reigns: a degree of hope bordering on — 
rance of a real progreſs, _ | 

26. A b ; it was good to be there. | 

27. A ſacrifhce of praiſe at a ſilent meeting for my preſent 
happy ſituation, viz. 

irſt, In exemption from the temptations attending com- 


ge From the cares about, and diſtreſſes of, the ſick, 
Third, For the opportunity of preparing to meet the 
bridegroom, _ | ö 9 80 
Fourth, For the reviſal and improvement of my former 
labours in nature. 
Fifth, For the exerciſe of patience with the baokſellers. 
Sixth, For ſomething of a revival in the family viſit. 


Stern MonTn, 1772. 


4. Six patients outdoing my patience : this is for want of 
a higher degree of love to my neighbour, 

8. Negotiated the family-viſit under conſiderable diſ- 
couragements, | 

At a ſilent meeting: Prepare to meet the bridegroam,” 
was the word, "Fs 

9. A viſit to a poor family to ſatisfaction, as often hap- 


pens. 
13. Hydrology was purſued, in which purſuit, « Day 
unto day uttereth ſpeech ;” however, Jeruſalem was honeſtly 


preferred, 
14. The 


410 A SPIRITUAL DIARY. 


WE The di ſcouragements attending the proſecution of the 
family-viſits, is an exerciſe of nw. and faith, the trial 
of which-i is more precious than that of gold. | 

19. On the deſertion of week-day meetings. The de- 
ſerters do not believe in the inward Teacher, and they love 
their * aſſociates more than their * brethren. 


Skvzyrn MonTH, 1792. 


28. F WER on a firſt-day declared againſt. | 

19. My preſent flow and limited procedure in inveſti- 

gations in nature proves really the moſt ſucceſsful : « Great 

8 ward works, Lord, and in wiſdom haſt thou made 

n we ſee a little of thy ſkirts, but enough to make 

\'| us love and adore. 

1 5 At a ſilent meeting, a pleaſing conſciouſneſs chat Je- 
hath been preferred this week paſt. 

31. A remote Aa; ap of the glory, majeſty, and adorable 


bounty of Chr God-man, 


ErcHTH MonTa, 1772- 


1. A 3 miniſtry diſcouraged ond lapprefidd ; at the 
fame time ſaw that now, as — — God hath paſſed by 
the letter- learned, and preferred 

Held our monthly conference: cox are not without infir- 
mities, and I not without ſin, particularly in that which 
eaſily beſets, viz. Quickneſs to anger; however, the holy 
ſtruggle muſt be maintained. 

3. Dragging work in negotiating the family-viſit : ſo 

much the more glorious the conflict | 

4. Labour and ſorrow is my lot, on account of our poor 
Nate, doth eccleſiaſtical and medical. 

24. The youth's meeting intermitted : Lord, I look to 
thee, who art able to animate the ſtones of the Areet. 

26. A bleſſed meeting in the miniſtry : the word moſt 


| pentinently and wiſely _ 


— — — 


— l. -——_—_—_ 


NiyrR 
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Nivrn Movrn, 1772. 


3. At our monthly conference — We find room for a 
232 in grace ſtill, and are humbled under a ſenſe of our 
efects. 
25. O our ſtupidity in regard to God's love to us even in 
nature, and above that, in the gift of his Son! | 


Texnra MonTH, 1772. 


=. A . hoped that God hath limited me in my natural 
ſtudies, but 1 ſee a neceſſity of being yet more looſened. 

18, Great tranquillity and thankfulneſs. 
24. Seven patients with patience, and a due regard to 
the devotion of the day, bleſſed be the Lord: fo Lord, 
ſweeten and ſtrengthen. | 


1 


ELEVENTH Monru, 1772. 


16. A viſit alone to the women's meeting, on occaſion 
of a jealouſy of ſome frequenting places of diverſion. 

25. Surely the following aſpiration gran d, is the very 
ſummit of Chriſtian perfection, viz. © My loved is mine, 
and I am = _ | 

30. A vilit performed in the evening in. the croſs, in 
which we were ſignal helps to each — 


Twrrrrn Monru, 1772. 


9. At meeting, a great deſertion: ſurely infidelity reigns: 
ſurely there is a better country. . 

12. At our monthly conference : catched a little of the 
heavenly fire from the ſuperior fervour of my brother, 

15. Come ſinful perverſeneſs in the moraing, for which I 
was humbled at a ſubſequent meeting. "= 


Fist 
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Finsr MonTa, 1773. 


9 and 10. My faith was ſtrengthened at a ſilent meeting, 
but the neceflity of watchfulneſs and prayer was impreſſed, 

22. A religious viſit to a play-haunter. | 

25. A ſecret hope of ſome little advancement in meek- 
Nets, 28 
27. The day began and ended well, even in the triumph 
dl grace above nature under the croſs, and at a ſilent meeting 
a ſweet attraction of my heavenly Father, 

28. A religious viſit in concert to a Laodicean, wherein 
we were helps to one another. 225 


'$zconp MoxTH, 1773. 


3. At a ſilent meeting, a ſenſe of what Chriſt, the green 
Tree, ſuffered, in compariſon of what befals us dry ones, 
viz. Contempt, reviling, and perſecution, even from Beth- 
| chem to Mount Calvary. 93 8 

10. A glimpſe of further ſervice in ſeveral religious, oc- 
caſional, voluntary viſits. 4 
E. 5. Brittleneſs and impatience ſtill drive to ſeek ſuperior 

p. 1 
17. A renewal of faith, that the power and kingdom of 
darkneſs totters. | 


Impatience is the daughter of inſolence and pride. 


Trxizpd MonTH, 1773. 


1. A preſſure to a more cloſe ſenſe of -the divine preſence 
in my temporals, pocording to Brother Lawrence, 
A ſample of unſelfiſhneſs in our miniſtry : 2 covet nat 
to he heard in words, but to call the idle wanderers 
to their duty.“ | E. | 
8. Drawn to the ſpiritual water within (of which Chriſt 
ſpoke to the woman of Samaria) a ſolid reality, as much as 
the natural water, which has been the object of my ſtudy, 
even in its cleanſing, ſweetening, ſtrengthening, and refreſh- 
ing operations. | 
O, what care, what toils and travels in inveſtigating na- 
ture, to which thoſe reſpecting grace bore no proportion, 
particularly 


. 
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particularly in getting the meek and quiet ſpirit, to which I 
aſpire : Lord, help. © | . 
To. A dull proſpect of our ſpiritual ſtate ; but God is my 
ue. N 
24. Good news from the north: two ſpiritual youths, 
help-meets to me in ſpreading Brother Lawrence, a ſheep of 
Chriſt, hdugh noe of our fold. N * 


- 
: 


FoukTH MonTH, 1773. 


. A ſweet day in nature and grace: the beauty of the 
law of —_x ws ewe and delighted in. | 
. Our elders pertinently and zealouſly proteſt againſt 

25 publick ir — atvecdamt on . meetings for 
divine worſhip. Uſeful improvements in nature, though 
not attended with the glare and glitter of gold. | : 
11. At a ſilent meeting —Aſtoniſhed' at divine goodnefs 
ſtill continued through a long ſeries of years, in moderating 
my quickneſs to anger, not yet quite overcome, 

14. A religious viſit, in concert, to no purpoſe, but diſ- 
charging our conſciences. | 

15. An agreeable event: the catechiſing the children 
now, after above a year and an half's intermiſſion, through 
infirmity of body, reſumed on principle, viz. Believing the 
young plants to be more ſuſceptible of good impreſſions 
—_— old m_ 155 1 | 
26. An humbling review of my Diary in 1759 ; yet not 

without a ſenſe of I. ine favour. : A 42 2 

27. Belated at meeting from à little attachment to nature 
beyond the holy bounds. 


Firrn MoNTH, 1773. 

x 1. Crabbed. F 

A ſecret whiſper that I muſt « Strive to enter, or, in 
other terms, Cry mightity.” 1 
3. The miniſtry ſhut up morning and afternoon. This 
ſilence may be a wholeſome diſcipline to itching years. 

13. An agreeable event: a ſchool opened tor the blacks 
in America. - 
21. Our barrenneſs, with reſpect to the youth, is de- 


plorable. 
| 23. At 
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23. At.a ſilent meeting: the circumciſion of the heart, 
and putting off the old man, impreſſed: ſeemed to have 
nearer acceſs, and dropt a tear; a rarity. 

28. Celebrated my anniverſary: the query was, how haſt 
thou kept . vow made nineteen years ago ? 
Anſw. I hope I have in ſome good degree kept it, and 
preferred Jeruſalem ; but ſtill I am not heavenly enough. 


SixT# MonTH, 1773. 


4. A little crabbed with two incurables, ”” 

8. A half-faſt eſtabliſhed once a week. Meeting ſilent, 
but ſweet. 5 f 8 | 

12. At the youth's meeting we were a help to each other, 
and ſtood by the holy cauſe, bleſſed be the Lord! | 

13. The meeting ſilent, but half deſerted; the fire indeed 
not out, but under the aſhes. 
19, Two ſilent meetings; at the firſt very heavy, and 
even fleepy ; but the afternoon brighter, with this prayer: 
Lord, inſpire with a greater degree of love to my neighbour, 
and leſs to myſelf. - 

26. Now finiſhed the fair tranſcript of my Materia Medica, 


the principal work of my liſe; a work of no preſent advantage 


to me, but 1 hope will prove ſo to others: but ſtill, this is 

far inferior to the ſpiritual medicines, and the labours in the 

goſpel, as body is to ſoul, and earth to heaven, Lord, grant 

to purſue theſe matters in the holy ſubordination, 
xerciſed a little ſabbath on this occaſion, 


SzvenTa MonTa, 177 Js 


1. A ſenſe of impending danger in natural purſuits. 
6. A letter from a correſpondent, repreſenting the miſe- 
rable defection of the puritans, with a holy jealouſy over cur 
ſociety. a 
Held our monthly conſerence: my brother affirms, that 
on juſt provocation he pities the offender, and mourns for 


him: Lord, give me this grace alſo, 


30. Poor in ſpirit at a filent meeting, yet not dead. 


FEicatu 
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Er6rT# MonTH, 1773, 


2. The optick tremors came on, and I feared I ſhould 
not attend the ſecond meeting; but God ſtrengthened, 

10. I find my proſperity and ſafety to have been in littleneſs. 

15. At a ſilent meeting A delightful view of the beauty 
of the eſtabliſhment of watching over one another for good,” 
and ſome 2 in occaſional 8 its pointed out. 

17. A diſmal view of the effeminacy of the as repre- 
nd in the London Magazine. 1 my 

19. Regarded the day as an anniverſary of thankſgiving, 
being two years ſince my paralytick ſtroke ; bleſſed years, 
even years of ſequeſtration from worldly cares and temptx< 
tions, years of bodily weakneſs, 7 ſome degree of ſtrength 
returning with the fine weather, the upper region pretty clear, 
a ſingular favour of Providence enabling me to reviſe and 
improve my former labours. Thus fruitful in nature in old 
age, grant to me more fruitfulneſs in grace, and, good Lord, 
prepare for the heavenly city. . * 

23. Both meetings ſilent: a ſort of horrid proſpect. 

Lord, give more of thy preſence in my naturals, and 
breathe holineſs on our ſocial duties: we are born helpleſs, 
and all along dependent on one another. 


Nixrn Movrn, 1773. 


1. Went to meeting in the wet, and ſupplied the place of 

2 gap-Ropper: f | 
ot yet arrived to ſlowneſs of anger. 

4. Cloudy weather, diſpoſed to ſleep at a ſilent meeting, 
but the fire was not extinguiſhed. | 

12. and 13. Bad uſage, with juſt remonftrances : but the 
apoſtle faith, ( Rejoice in tribulations,” and conſequently in 
all croſſes, even as trials of faith and patience more precious 
than gold. 

18. At meeting A comforting hope that God will clothe 
with the meek and quiet ſpirit. 

20. O poor Dublin! I pity thee-and thy youth; yet s 
2 hope attends, that there is ſomething of a harveſt among 

m. 


TaxTH 
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TexTH Monrs, 177 3. 


6 Held. our monthly conference, and beheld the ſuperſor 
zeal of the extra- pale brethren in ap _ overſeers of their 
ſick and poor, to adminiſter ſpiri | as natural We, 
which we egregiouſly want. 

12. Winter comes on rapidly, as in nature, ſo in the 
church. 

16. A ſilent meeting, but luminous, and three acts of duty 
pointed out. 

18. Lent a ſpiritual book to a 7 Both meetings ſilent, 
but animated by the hope of a real progreſs. 


ELsvenTH MonTH, 1773. R 

3. Some hundreds of people at meeting, and not one 
ſong ! Lord, thou art my refuge. | 
11. Gated ſpiritual news from the ſouth, ach I hope the 
remnant will ſtill be preſerved alive. 

23. Read John Woolman: verily it (Was 2s the dew of 
| heaven, though in unpoliſhed phraſe. 

25. O my barrenneſs in reference to a young diſciple ! 

29. An exerciſe of patience, and means of weaning from 
temporal expectations; money required to be given, inſtead 
of being received, for ES the principal labour of my 


Go - 


TwzTIrrn MonTH, 1773. 


1. O the time ſpent in bed ! even near twelve hours, and 
hitherto ſcarce avoidable. 

4. A certain book, tending to the tion of real do- 
mellick piety, finds vent here in this ſinful city in London; 
where fore it ſeems to appear, that there is ſtill (amidſt all our 
treſpaſſes and follies) a precious remnant left of perſons we 

do not think of. 

6. A bleſſed day, though both meetings ſilent; the viſion 
was —— and humbling, — ſome * impreſſions received. 


8. My 
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8. My long-continued prayer for meekneſs in ſome degree 
52. : ry repente fit turpiſſimus, and vice verſa, 
was ſweetly applied, ' 
11. Heaven above earth to-day ; and yet purſued * 
logy with great ſucceſs. 
* 5; Held our monthly conference : my brother's chief 
+ 4 is the ſoul, mine the body ; but God is the framer of 


125 Seventy-five years are now paſt* opens the ſeventy. 
ſixth, a day I and bounty, health of body and mind, 
bleſſed tranquillity and leiſure, devoted, I = to good 


8 
Figsr MonT, 1944; 
20. Two incentives to more ſpiritual induſtry. Firſt, 
Bad examples, in lukewarm proſeſſors coming late to meet« 
ings. Second, Living good examples of my betters in zeal 


and vigilance, : 


25. Eight patients beyond my fund of patience, | 


SeconD MoNnTH, 1774s 


3. Oda exe to take care of th reputation of 


mme ſociety, bleſſed be the Lor 


16. Twenty years hath the Lord given thee to repent, and 
thou art not yet quite clean, as appeared by brittlenefs on 
ocation. 
238. At a ſilent meeting—* If * ſeek the Lord, he will 
be found of thee,” fweetly 1 


Tam MonTH, 1774. 


2. My infirmity hangs on me; my brother tells me, 1 
muſt agonize, in order that I may enter. 
6. Now finiſhed, and digeſted, my Collections on Waters 
R Mead's Almoſt 
ead che heart- of Mead's A 
Chriſtian, EI: 


: 


No man becomes notoriouſly bad all at ence. A 
2 12. 
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14. A view of the imperfections of ſcience, and of God's 


myſterious adorable diſpenſations. | 
14. O for _= of the divine preſence in my natural 


25. Saw my lot as an elder, even in little, trite matters, 
Gildipg "property under the cognizance of elders as ſuch, who 
we greatly deficient in their duties. fo | 

' 28. Not mere heaven to be ſought, but a fitneſs for the 
eowpany there. 70. en 


FovurTH Monrn, 1774. 


8. Held our monthly conference : there is a harmony in 
our ſentiments, and in the travail of our ſouls : though we 
are yet attended with infirmities. | 
10. The review of paſt labours in nature is pleaſant, 
having. been devoted to the good of my neighbour. - 

25. All murmuring at croſs events to be excluded, ac- 
cording to that ſaying in Job; „Phe Lord hath given, the 
Lord hach taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord!“ 


Firru MonTH, 1594+ 


I. A ſweet ſelect meeting, and a litile revival in the South. 
10. Crabbed on occaſion: look to Jeſus, on whom the 
Spirit deſcended as a dove, and who faid, * Learn of me, for 
CEE ITT $os bom. a fl 
26. The pa ar has been-a year of favour, givi 
opportunity of 2 former 5 (4 4 & ths 
I am now as a limb disjointed from the body of the church, 
in reference to her wholeſome and amiable diſcipline, inevi- 
' tably kept from their conferences by the ſtate of my ears and 
' limbs, yet willing to do what ſervice I can. 
28. A good degree of temper on occaſion. 


SIXTH MonrTy, 1774. 


1. An ecelairciſſement on a vulgar error about hard water, 
2. The doſe of the drink too large. | 
5. This earth or world, in the new language, is called 

A dunghill” N 
2 | 7 and 
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and 8... A: very fruitful day in the an ef authaia 
by rolo | 
gn * whiſper, that God will bear my petition for 
freedom from quickneſs to anger. 
22. ef took the | 
24. POR at the elders coming forward in their duties. 


SevanTH Monrn, . 


7. Hydrology, with amazing ſucceſs. - err 2 

9. I was drawn to. rejoice in little croſſes. The meeting 
miniſterially ergy + O what Line upon line, 2 
Surely ( apernaum's tate will be ours, except we repen 

14+ O efſed ſequeſtration from worldly cares, wh which 1 
now enjoy. 


ErouTa Mowru, 1774. 


9. The miniſters have ſpoken, but thou haſt done more, 
viz. Written. O ſtand in the awe of thy pen. 

— Naturals gave way to ſpirituals, and did not ſuffer 
ther: by. 

22. Walked on in the narrow way. 

23- The wotk of viſiting is very Iaborious, the harveſt 
* and the labourers few : Lord, ſend forth more. 


Nixrn MoNTH, 1774. 


6. A laborious day, wherein the preference was given to 
the holy cauſe, bleſſed be the Lord! 
7. A ſilent meeting, and the fire under the aſhes. 
13. A glimmering hope of lite in the men's meeting. 
19. An enlarged view of the duties of elders as ſuch. 


Tanrn MonTH, 1774. 


8. Proceeded in the viſit, and had the ſatisfaQtion to find, 
that former labours had not 2 altogether ineffectual. 

10. The women had the r 
the family-viſit, 
D422 29. At 
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29. At meeting, a cloſe ſelf- examination as to moderation 
in natural ſtudies, and the reſult was pretty peaceable, 
In the viſit we were fignal helps to — other. 


| nb Tod! ErTzvzwrn MonTH, 1974+ 


3. Crabbed on fatigue : awake, and watch aſt 

thi? Gn that — ol b . * 
12. Was not the Lord with me this morning in the hour 

- — fingul | 8 . | ſince 
16. 8 ar bounty, now above 

my eſpouſals, extended th wing ſpace to — the 

work not yet completed; but an unſubdued ferocity remains 

to be my heart. ſore. Will not the Lord heal it on reiterated 
application? I truſt he will. | I 


_ TwzLyT# MonTH, 1774. . & 


F a. The Maraſmus Senilis* is come: a deep hollow in my 
wa. * ” | 

3. Conſcious, that of late no fleſhly indulgence hath taken 
place: beware, that it creep not on now in the days of in- 
firmity, and ſitting by the fire; I dare not truſt my own heart. 
8. The voice of God now ſounds louder in my great in- 


© 


firmity, of being ſcarcely able to bear the cold. 


— 
92 % A ” — 


'——— Here our author finiſhed his Diary, about four months 
before he finiſhed his courſe, and entered upon immortality. 
He died on the 27th of the 4th month, 1775, in a very 
compoſed frame of ſpirit; and it is mighty reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that a mind, 2 long accuſtomed to ſpiritual exerciſes, 
was not wanting to improve that ſhort intermediate time in 
a way ſuitable to the importance of his approaching chan 
of which he appears to have been duly ſenſible. "= 4 
To what has been already ſaid of him in the introduction to 
this work, let it ſuffice to add in this place, that as none, 
who have tranſmitted an account of themſelves to the publick, 
ſeem to have executed it with a more conſcientious impar- 


tiality, 
®* Emaciating eſſect of old age. 
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tiality, ſo perhaps few lives thus handed down to us (if we 
may judge oy the credible teſtimonies given to his charecter) 
wl omar eſs reprehenſible in the ſight of men : but, how- 
ever that may be, his conſtant watchfulneſs oyer his ay, po 
words, and actions; the tenderneſs of his conſcience, 
fear of offending in the moſt minute inſtances ; and his pious 
concern for the honour of God, and the good of fouls 
which abundantly appear in the courſe of the preceding 
iary) are certainly worthy of our imitation, and ſerve both to 
exemplify and recommend to our practical uſe, that inſtructive 
leſſon contained in the following divine apophthegm : © The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; a good under- 
ſtanding have all they that do thereafter; the praiſe of it 
endureth for ever. ä | | 


FINIS. 
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